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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful 




(5) The Chapters Of 
Establishing The Prayer 
And The Siinnah 
Regarding Them 
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Chapter 1. The Opening Of 
The Prayer 

803. Muhammad bin 'Amr bin 
'Ata said: "I heard Abu Humaid 
As-Sa'idi say: 'When the 
Messenger of Allah jgg stood up 
for prayer, he would face the 
prayer direction, raise his hands, 
and say: "Alldhu Akbar (Allah is 
Most Great)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: L 

a. Facing the Qiblah (direction of Ka'bah) during the prayer is mandatory. 

b. There is no harm if the face of a person praying on a moving mount, turns 
to a direction other than that of the Qiblah. 

c. Raising the hands (Raf yadain) while (i) starting the prayer, (ii) bowing 
(going for Ruku') and (iii) rising from Ruku' is the Siinnah (precept) of the 
Prophet j©, as will be seen under the coming Ahadith (858 & 859). 

d. Both ways of raising the hands, namely (i) up to the ears, or (ii) up to the 
shoulders, are in order, (ibid.) 


804. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of Allah #§ used to 
start his prayer by saying: 
' Subhdnaka Allahumma wa bi 
hamdika, wa tabarakas-muka , wa 
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ta'ala jadduka, wa la ilaha ghairuka 
(Glory and praise be to You, O 
Allah, blessed be Your Name and 
exalted be Your majesty, none has 
the right to be worshipped but 
you)." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Several variations of supplication are reported to have been recited from 
time to time by the Prophet jg, after saying the introductory Takbir ( Alldhu 
Akbar) for the prayer. We are free to recite any of these. It is, however, 
preferable to vary our supplications off and on. 

805. It was narrated that Abu j <.£Li ^ ’y>_ tbi>- - A • a 

Hurairah said: "When the ,.-.t .■$* , .y n ; «*,* , . 

Messenger of Allah £§ said the o 1 - " u ^° ^ ^ 

Takbir ( Allah Akbar), he would ^ t |pjj ^ ^ 5jUi ^ 

remain silent between the Takbir „ s - r J - /, £ 

and the recitation. I said: 'May my jA ^ bo . Jls yJ 

father and mother be ransomed (, :i Sja JlS jJcJl £5 diG. 

for you! I noticed that you are , 

silent between the Takbir and the <Sn dbjSli OjIjI 4^lj cull 

recitation; please tell me what you .jJ) U 

say then.' He said: 'I say: ' ' ' 4 

‘Allahumma ba'id baini wa baina ojlpII US’ Act 

khatayaya kama bd'adta bainal - . s ,< 

mashriqi wal-maghrib; AUahumma ^ ‘•A* ‘bn 

naqqini min khatayaya kath-thawbil LJJJi ^ 

abyad minad-danas; Allahummagh - , . . 

silni min khatayaya bil-ma'i wath* ■ gP'b ^ ‘bM 1 

thalji wal-barad (O Allah, distance 

me from my sins as You have 

distanced the east from the west; 

O Allah purify me of my sins as a 
white garment is purified of dirt; 

O Allah, cleanse me of my sins 
with water and snow and hail)/' 

(Sahih) 

4 a>- l...,o 1 ! . (VI 1 : ^ 4 ! ju, b . — - 1, 4 0 1 s ^1 i 4 ^ j bH 1 ^ 

. 4 , 5jU^ 4t^>a>- ^ 444-i ® U 
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Comments: 

a. '(O Allah!) Distance me from my sins' means: Protect me (or us) through 
Your mercy from all sins and, not to speak of committing the sins, enable us 
to avoid even going close to the sins. 

b. Sins are likened to filth and dirt. That is why extreme purity has been 
likened to white garments. 

c. Sins push one to the Hell-fire. They give discomfort to the soul, just as the 
physical body feels discomfort from the heat. That is why, in order to 
cleanse the sins and give quietude to the soul, things prayed for by the 
Prophet (i§|) are also cool by their very nature. 


806. It was narrated from 'Aishah 
that when the Prophet j|g started 
Salat he would say: “Subhanaka 
Allahumma wa hi harndika, xva 
tabarakas-muka wa ta'ala jadduka, 
wa la ildha ghayruk (Glory and 
praise is to You, O Allah, blessed 
is Your Name and exalted is Your 
majesty, none has the right to be 
worshiped but You)." (Hasan) 
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Chapter 2. Seeking Refuge 
During The Prayer 

807. It was narrated from Ibn 
Jubair bin Mut'im that his father 
said: "I saw the Messenger of 
Allah when he started the 
prayer. He said: ‘Allahu Akbaru 
kabiran, Allahu Akbaru kabiran 
(Allah is the Most Great indeed)/ 
three times; ‘Al-hamdu Lillahi 
kathiran, al-hamdu Lillahi kathiran 
(Much praise is to Allah)/ three 
times; 'Subhan Allahi bukratan wa 
asilan (Glory is to Allah morning 
and evening),' three times; 
' Allahumma inni a'udhu bika 


jji O V 1 *— <L> — (t 

a\ «>di) ptedi 
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minash-Shaitanir-rajim, min hamzihi 
wa nafkhihi wa nafthihi (O Allah, I 
seek refuge in You from the 
accursed Satan, from his madness, 
his poetry, and his pride)/' 
(Hasan) 

(One of the narrators) 'Amr said: 
"Hamzuhu. is his madness, 
Nafathuhu is poetry and Najkhnhu 
is pride." 


In -C ***' . -a o “» - £ 

i J ! <UAi j t Aj yj 1 6yJ*> . j joS* J \3 
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808. It was narrated from Ibn 
Mas'ud that the Prophet H§ said: 
"Allahumma inni a'udhu bika 
minash-Shaitanir-rajim, wa hamzihi 
wa nafkhihi wa nafthihi (O Allah, I 
seek refuge in You from the 
accursed Satan, from his madness, 
his pride, and his poetry)." (Hasan) 
He said: "Hamzuhu is his 
madness, Nafathuhu is poetry, and 
Nafkhuhu is pride." 


! bja>- : jjoJ I ft fty — A * A 
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Comments: 

a. Hamz in Arabic means to put somebody to discomfort by piercing one's 
fingers into his body. 

b. Nafth literally means to emit a puff or breath from the mouth. Here, it 
applies to obscene songs or erotic and vulgar lines of poetry inspired by 
Satan. 

c. Nafkh means to blow from the mouth or breathe into something in order to 
inflate it. In the context of the Hadith it means tire feeling of vanity and 
pride. 

Chapter 3. Placing The Right L r J ^ - 

Hand On The Left During (* T iidl) S&iil . J JUllI 

Prayer " - " 

lljJii-- I ^ I o UiiP UjJl>- — A * S 

ft jJ 


809. It was narrated from 
Qabisah bin Hulb that his father 
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said: "The Prophet used to 
lead us in prayer, and he would 
take hold of his left hand with his 
right." (Hasan) 
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. obL^v jj 

Comments: 

a. It shows that the Sunnah in prayer is putting one hand on the other, not 
leave them hanging. 

b. It means putting the right hand on the left, as we shall see under Hadith 

811 . 

c. During Qiyam (standing position) one hand must be upon the other, on the 
chest, as shall follow in the coining several Ahadith. 


810. It was narrated that Wa'il xs- lii-ii fjs- - AD 

bin Hujr said: "I saw the Prophet , „ . . 4 

jig performing prayer, and he ' C <- ri ^ a t Cf- ^ 

took hold of his left hand with his , j W’°\ \ ^ bL \SjS- ■ V.^h 

right." (Sahih) .( *.,* r ,^-*-Nr 
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811. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: "The 
Prophet s|§ passed by me, and I 
was putting my left hand on my 
right. He took hold of my right 
hand and put it on my left." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

At times it becomes necessary to rectify a mistake then and there. 


Chapter 4. Starting The 
Recitation 

812. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "The Messenger of Allah jgh 
Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 'Uthman 
used to start their recitation with 
"All the praises and thanks are to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 
( Al-hamdu L ill ah i Rabbil- 
'Alamin)."W (Sahih) 
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813. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah <§§, Abu Bakr and 'Umar 
used to start their recitation with 
'All the praises and thanks are to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists 
( Al-hamdu Lillahi Rabbil- 
' Alamin (Sahih) 


Util : ^-Tjkll jcLCo hhe*- — A^Y* 
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814. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet H§ used 
to start his recitation with 'All the 
praises and thanks are to Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists' (Al- 
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[1] Alfatihah 1:2. 

[2) Al-Mtihah 1:2. 
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hamdu Lillahi Rabbil- Alamin) ,'^ 
(Sahih) 
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815. Ibn 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal 
narrated from his father and he 
said: "I have rarely seen a man 
for whom innovation in Islam 
was harder to bear than him. He 
heard me reciting: 'In the Name 
of Allah, the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful' Bismillahir- 
Rahmanir-Rahim ^ and he said: 'O 
my son, beware of innovation, for 
I prayed with the Messenger of 
Allah <§§, and with Abu Bakr, and 
with 'Umar, and with 'Uthman, 
and I never heard any of them 
saying this. When you (begin to) 
recite, say: 'All the praises and 
thanks are to Allah, the Lord of 
all that exists.' ( Al-hamdu Lillahi 
Rabbil-' Alamin) . ' "' 3] (Da'if) 
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[1] Al-Fatihah 1:2. 
121 Al-Fatihah 1:1. 
[3 1 Al-Fatihah 1:2. 
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Chapter 5. Recitation In The 
Fajr Prayer 

816. It was narrated from Qutbah 
bin Malik that he heard the 
Prophet j|| recite: "And tall date 
palms, with ranged clusters" 111 in 
the Subh ( Sahih ). 
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Comments: 


A worshipper can recite any part of the Qur' an that he pleases, after Al-Fatihah 
in the prayer. The Qur 7 an says: 

"So recite as much of the Qur'an as may be easy (for you)" (Al- 
Muzzammil 73: 20). 


The Hadith informs us that the Prophet 4f§ had recited ( Surat Qdf. chapter 
50) in the Fajr prayer. 


817. It was narrated that 'Amr 
bin Huraith said: "I performed 
prayer with the Prophet Hf when 
he was reciting in the Fajr, and it 
is as if I can hear him reciting: 'So 
verily, I swear by the planets that 
recede. And by the planets that 
move swiftly and hide 
themselves.'" 12 ' (Sahih) 
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818. It was narrated from Abu 
Barzah that the Messenger of 
Allah s§§ used to recite between 
sixty and one hmidred (Verses) in 
Fajr prayer. (Sahih) 
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[1] Qaf 50:10. 

f2] At-Takwir 81:15, 16. 
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Comments: 

It was a general trend. It should not be taken to mean that we cannot 
increase or decrease the number of Verses. As much as one can easily recite 
and the worshippers can easily take is alright. 

819. It was narrated that Abu ■ ■ til ^ ~ A \ *\ 

Qatadah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m used to lead us in 
prayer, and he would lengthen 
the first Rak'ah of the Zuhr and 
shorten the second Rak'ah, and he 
would do likewise in the Subh." 

(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The wisdom behind it is that, in the first Rak'ah, the worshippers are more 
energetic and receptive. Besides, there are chances for more worshippers to 
catch up with the first Rak'ah and therefore the entire prayer of the 
congregation. 

820. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Sa'ib said: "The 
Messenger of Allah g| recited Al- 
Mu'minun in the Subh prayer, 
and when he came to the mention 
of 'Eisa, he was overcome with a 
cough, so he bowed in Ruku'.” 

(Sahih) 
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[11 Al-Mu'minun 23. 
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Comments: 

a. It shows that reciting the whole Surah (chapter of the Qur' an) in prayer is 
not binding. 

b. If the Imam encounters a problem during the prayer that renders him 
unable to continue with the recitation, let him discontinue the recitation and 
directly go to bowing (Rulin'). 


Chapter 6. The Recitation In 
The Fajr Prayer On Fridays 

821. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "For the Subh prayer 
on Fridays, the Messenger of 
Allah sg§ used to recite 'Alif-Lam- 
Mim. The revelation../'- 11 and 
'Has there not been over 
man...'" 121 {Sahih) 
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Comments: 


The Imam of mosque should make it a point to recite these Surahs in the 
prayer of Fajr on Fridays. There is no doubt that the prayer will be in order 
by reciting any other Surah as well, but the Sunnah of the Prophet M, is to 
recite these Surahs . 


822. It was narrated from Mus'ab 
bin Sa'd that his father said: " For 
the Fajr prayer on Fridays, the 
Messenger of Allah jg| used to 
recite ' Alif-Lam-Mim. The 


ill/-- iuljy y *fj 1 — AYY 
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[1] As-Sajdah 32 : 1 . 

[2] Al-Insan 76 : 1 . 
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revelation...' 111 and 'Has there not , „ q - , _ . = 11S 

been over man (ftrtft) f* sH 1 * ^ y* ^ ^ 

Jp $ <■ 1*-^ ■ 
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823. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that for the Subh prayer 
on Fridays, the Messenger of 
Allah m used to recite 'Alif-Lam- 
Mim'. The revelation...' 131 and 
'Has there not been over 
man...."® 41 (S ahih) 
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824, It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that for the 
Subh prayer on Fridays, the 
Messenger of Allah ,#| used to 
recite " Alif-Lam-Mim" The 
revelation... " [51 and "Has there 
not been over man..." 161 (Hasan) 
Ishaq said: 'Ami has narrated to 
us like this from Abdullah, I have 
no doubt about it. 
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[1] As-Sajdah 32 : 1 . 

P1 Al-lnsan 76 : 1 . 

131 As-Sajdah 32 : 1 . 

[4! Al-lnsan 76 : 1 . 

f 51 As-Sajdah 32 : 1 . 

[6] Al-lnsan 76 : 1 . 
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Chapter 7. The Recitation For 
The Zuhr And The 'Asr 

825. It was narrated that Qaza'ah 
said: "I asked Abu Sa'eed Al- 
Khudri about the prayer of the 
Messenger of Allah g|. He said: 

'There is nothing good in that for 
you/ [l5 I said: 'Explain it, may 
Allah have mercy on you/ He 
said: 'The Iqdmah would be given 
for the Zuhr prayer for the 
Messenger of Allah a||, then one 
of us would go out to Al-Baqi', 
relieve himself, then come back 
and perform ablution, and he 
would find the Messenger of 
Allah sgj still in the first Rak'ah of 
the Zuhr.' " ( Sahih ) 

Cr° lj J o ?\ I i > lj i b y ■ I 4 <e>- j ?- 1 , 

. 4j 

Comments: 

a. 'There is nothing good in it for you' means that the purpose of knowledge 
is to act upon it but you people cannot act upon it, since you will not 
perform such lengthy prayers, then what would you gain by asking 
questions about it? 

b. If a person does not find it too difficult, the prayer can be lengthened more 
than usual, otherwise it is allowed to make it shorter. 
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826. It was narrated that Abu 
Ma'mar said: "I said to Khabbab: 
'How did you recognize that the 
Messenger of Allah H§ was 
reciting in the Zuhr and the 'Asr?' 

He said: 'From the movement of 
his beard/ " (Sahih) 
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! 'l Meaning, “If you do not act upon it.” See explanation by Sindi. 
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Comments: 

a. In a prayer of inaudible recitation of the Qur'an, the recitation should be 
such that the lips' movement follows the articulation of words recited. 
Simply reciting the words at the pre-speech level will not suffice. 

b. The worshipper' s gaze, if it is raised towards the Imam, will not invalidate 


his prayer. 

827. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "I have never seen 
anyone whose prayer more 
closely resembles that of the 
Messenger of Allah jgg than so- 
and-so. He used to lengthen the 
first two Rale ah of the Zuhr and 
shorten the last two Rak'ah, and 
he used to shorten the 'Asr." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


,urv: c dole'll) 


Making the 'Asr prayer shorter than the Zuhr is the Sunnah of the Prophet 
■St- Even in this, the first two Rak'ah should be longer than the last two. 


828. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: ''Thirty of 
the Companions of the Messenger 
of Allah |g who had been at Badr 
came together and said: 'Come, 
let us estimate the length of the 
recitation of the Messenger of 
Allah jg for the prayer in which 
Qur'an is not recited out aloud.' 
No two men among them 
disagreed, and they estimated the 
length of his recitation in the first 
Rak'ah of the Zuhr to be thirty 
Verses and in the second Rak'ah to 
be half of that. They estimated his 
recitation in 'Asr to be half of the 
last two Rak'ah of Zuhr." ( Da'if) 
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The Hadith as such is 'Weak', yet the rule mentioned in it is correct. It is 
reported from Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri ■& that "the Prophet die used to recite 
about thirty Verses in every Rak'ah of the first two Rak'ah of the Zuhr 
prayer, and about fifteen Verses (or: half of the first Rak'ah ) in the last two 
(Rak'ah)-, and about fifteen Verses in every Rak'ah of the 'Asr prayer in the 
first two Rak'ah, and half of the first ones in the last two Rak'ah." (Sahih 
Muslim:157). 

Chapter 8. Occasionally UU=M - (A 

Reciting A Verse Aloud For ; ' ’ • * ,i f 

Zuhr And 'Asr Prayers ( * v s’*-* J 


829. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Abu Qatadah that 
his father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah Jig used to recite when 
leading us in the first two Rak'ah of 
the Zuhr prayer, and sometimes he 
would recite such that we could 
hear the Verse." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. There is no harm in reciting aloud a Verse or a word of the Qur'an in the 
otherwise 'inaudible' prayer. 

b. It could be that by reciting a part of the Qur'an in this manner the Prophet 
(i®) wanted to convey the message to the Companions that even in the 
prayer of inaudible recitation, any part of the Qur'an can be recited after 
Al-Fdtihah. And Allah knows best. 


830. It was narrated that Bara' 
bin 'Azib said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 5p used to lead us for the 
Zuhr, and we would hear him 
reciting a Verse after the Verses 
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from Surat Luqman (31) and Adh- * g ^ . „ K r n cx u 

Dhanyat (51). (Da'tf) ' " 
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Chapter 9. The Recitation For 
The Maghrib Prayer 

831. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said, narrating from his 
mother (one of the narrators) 
Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaibah said: 
"(She was) Lubabah" that she 
heard the Messenger of Allah |J| 
reciting 'By the winds sent forth 
one after another... ,[1] in the 
Maghrib. ( Sahih ) 
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832. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin Jubair bin 
Mut'im that his father said: "I 
heard the Prophet j|§ red ting Af- 
Tur (52) in the Maghrib." In a 
different narration, Jubair said: 
"And when I heard him redte: 
'Were they created by nothing? 
Or were they themselves the 
creators?' up to: 'Then let their 
listener produce some manifest 
proof'/ 2 - 1 it was as if my heart 
were about to take flight." (Sahih) 
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^ Al-Mursaldt (77). 
[2] Ai-Tur 52:35-38. 
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Comments: 


a. Jubair bin Mut'im was on the side of the idolaters in the battle of Badl- 
and was taken prisoner along with other infidels by the Muslims. It was 
during this period in Al-Madinah that he heard the Prophet recite the 
Qur'an in the prayer of Maghrib. 

b. "It was as if my heart were about to take flight." In simple words it means 
that the words of the Qur'an made such a powerful impact on my heart 
that I felt an uncontrollable urge to accept Islam. 


833. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Prophet i§ used 
to recite in the Maghrib: 'Say: O 
you disbelievers!'^ and 'Say: He 
is Allah, (the) One/" ^ ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 10. The Recitation 
For The 'Ishd' Prayer 

834. It was narrated from Bara' 
bin 'Azib that he performed the 
'Isha, the later, with the Prophet 
Hf. He said: "I heard him reciting 
'By the fig, and the olive'. " |3 ^ 
(Sahih) 
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w Al-Kafirun (109). 
P1 Al-Ikhlas (112). 

[3] At-Tin (95). 
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835. 'Adi bin Thabit narrated 
something similar from Bara' and 
said: "I have never heard any 
man with a better voice or who 
recites it better than him." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

While reciting the Qur' an, effort should be made to recite it as melodiously 
as one can. However, any resemblance to singing a song, or giving it a 
touch of music, must be avoided. 


836. It was narrated from Jabir 
that Mu'adh bin Jabal led his 
companions for the 'IsM' and he 
made the prayer too long for 
them. The Prophet ijgg said: 
"Recite 'By the sun and its 
brightness/® 'Glorify the Name 
of your Lord, the Most High/® 
'By the night as it envelops/® or, 
'Read! In the Name of your Lord 
Who has created.'"® (Sahih) 


d~lil UUi : ij j Ida?- — AVI 

iUL ol i_f- t/ojll 

djlas celtMi djULd?L 'if} 

" ' tJ 

l _ r ~LiUj f/M# ^ull JU2 p 

JuUlj dJjj iliUt, 

. *tily I Ji\j lij 


if ^ z*\ jil\ uLi , ftjl . ..U cpJ ...< 

Comments: 
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a. Mu'adh bin Jabal having offered the 'Ishd' prayer behind the Prophet sg 
used to lead the prayer in the mosque of his locality. In a situation like this, 
when this prayer was conducted even after- the prayer in the Prophet's 
Mosque, lengthy recitation made it burdensome for the people, so much so 
that some of the people brought the complaint to the Prophet sg. The 
Prophet j|g, therefore, admonished Mu'adh. (Sahih Muslim:178) 

b. The Imam must show consideration to the people who are weak or have 
other needs to fulfill. 


c. In case of a grievance against someone, it does not fall under the category 


[1 ' Ash-Shams (91), 
PI Al-A'lu (87). 

131 KVLail (92). 

[4] Al-'Alaq (96). 
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of backbiting to bring the matter to the notice of the superior authority since 
the objective here is to bring improvement through the correction of the 
mistake. 

d. Recitation in the 'Ishd' prayer should be brief. It is, therefore, the Sunnah to 
recite either the chapters named by the Prophet •jg / or similar to them. 


Chapter 11. Reciting Behind 
The Imam 

837. It was narrated from 
'Ubadah bin Samit that the 
Prophet 3 || said: "There is no 
prayer for the one who does not 
recite Fatihatil-Kitdb in it." { Sahih ) 
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a. This proves that the recitation of Al-Fatihah (Opening Chapter of the 
Qur' an) is a Rukn (basic article) of prayer. There can be no prayer without 
it. 

b. 'There is no prayer for the one who does not recite Fdtihahatil-Kitab in it 7 
clearly means that this rule applies to all denominations of prayer — 
obligatory prayer, voluntary prayer. Imam's prayer, follower's prayer or the 
individual's prayer. Which is to say that reciting Fatihah is essential for one 
and all. 


838. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'ib that he heard Abu Hurairah 
say: "The Messenger of Allah jl§ 
said: 'Whoever performs a prayer 
in which he does not recite 
Ummul Qur’an (the Mother of the 
Qur'an, i.e., Al-Fatihah), it is 
deficient; not complete.'" I said: 
'O Abu Hurairah, sometimes I am 
behind the Imam. He pressed my 
forearm and said: 'O Persian! 
Recite it to yourself.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. Being 'deficient; not complete' means that a prayer done without it is not 
complete and we have to redo it 

b. 'Recite it to yourself' does not mean to recite it in the heart without uttering 
it by the tongue, because the term 'reciting' does not apply to it. It only 
means to recite it in a way that the person next to you does not hear it. This 
manner of recitation in no way violates the Qur'anic command to 'listen 
with attention' and 'holding one's peace' (7:204) as the Prophet's clear 
command (to recite it behind the Imam) is sometimes suggested to be. 


839. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of 
Allah -II, said: 'There is no prayer 
for the one who does not recite in 
every Rak'ah: Al-Hamd (Al-Fdtihah) 
and a Surah whether in an 
obligatory prayer or another.'" 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 


a. The Hadith suggests that, along with Al-Fdtihah, some other part of the 
Qur'an must also be recited. But the Hadith is 'Weak'. As such the only 
obligatory recitation is that of Al-Fdtihah. Reciting some other text of the 
Qur' an is voluntary, not obligatory. ( Injah Al-Hdjah) 


840. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah iH say: 'Every prayer in 
which Ummul-Kitab (the Mother 
of the Book) is not recited is 
deficient.'" (Hasan) 
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841. It was narrated that from 
'Amr bin Shu'aib, from his father, 
from his grandfather, that the 
Messenger of Allah #| said: 
"Every prayer in which FatiJwtil- 
Kitab (the Opening of the Book) is 
not recited, it is deficient, it is 
deficient/' (Hasan) 


■ I ( j •> iy. AJ JJ i idcb*- — Aft 

O'- 0 < \ 0 * * O'' 

<y <ji Jj** u* or~^ 

ijli j|| 4S1I 3j£>j Ji oJjy 44^1 
K_jiisji SsdU; ifcj i^ij Si j^Ua 

1>l'' , ? -f , * 

. n£lJL>- t£'LL>* 


842. Abu Idris Al-Khawlani 
narrated that a man asked Abu 
Darda': "Should I recite when the 
Imam is reciting?" He said: "A 
man asked the Prophet |g 
whether there was recitation in 
every prayer. The Messenger of 
Allah Hg said: 'Yes/ A man 
among the people said: 'It has 
become obligatory/ " ( Da'if) 
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843. It was narrated that Jabir bin 
'Abdullah said: "We used to recite 
the Opening of the Book and a 
Surah behind the Imam in the first 
two Rak'ah of the Z uhr and the 
'Asr, and in the last two Rak'ah 
(we would recite) the Opening of 
the Book." (Hasan) 
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Comments: • u- * - 

a. Reciting Al-Fatihah behind the Imam as well, is an enjoined duty. 

b. In prayers of inaudible recitation by the Imam, some other part of the 
Qur'an may also be recited after Al-Fatihah. 


Chapter 12. The Two Pauses 
Of The Imam 

844. It was narrated that 
Samurah bin Jundab said: "There 
are two pauses which I 
memorized from the Messenger of 
Allah gf, but 'Imran bin Husain 
denied that We wrote to Ubayy 
bin Ka'b in Al-Madinah, and he 
wrote that Samurah had indeed 
memorized them." (Hasan) 

(One of the narrators) Sa'eed 
said: "We said to Qatadah: 'What 
are these two pauses?' He said: 
'When he started his prayer, and 
when he finished reciting.'" 

Then later he said: 'And when he 
recited: 'Not (the way) of those 
who earned Your Anger, nor of 
those who went astray .'^ They 
used to like (for the Imam) when 
he had finished reciting to remain 
silent until he had caught his 
breath.'" 
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Comments: 

Some people say that one should recite Fatihah behind the Imam as the Imam 
recites, within oneself, or rather, he should recite it during one of the two 


111 Al-FatStah 1:7. 
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pauses of the Imam but the view is not correct, since the Prophet had not 
made those pauses for that purpose. That is why they were so short. 
Besides, the Companions did not keep to this practice. There is, thus, no 
secure basis for allowing the recitation of Al-Fdtihah only during those 
pauses. 


845. Samurah said: "I memorized 
two pauses in the prayer, a pause 
before reciting and a pause when 
bowing. 'Imran bin Husain 
denied that, so they wrote to Al- 
Madinah, to TJbayy bin Ka'b, and 
he said that Samurah was 
speaking the truth." (Hasan) 
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Chapter 13. When The Imam 
Is Reciting, Then Listen 
Attentively 

846. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j§| said: 'The Imam has been 
appointed to be followed, so 
when he says Allahu Akbar, then 
say Allahu Akbar, when he recites, 
then listen attentively; when he 
says: Not (the way) of those who 
earned Your anger, nor of those 
who went astray,' then say 
Amin-, when he bows then bow; 
when he says Sami' Allahu liman 
hamidah (Allah hears those who 
praise Him), then say AMhumma 
Rabbana wa lakal-hamd (O Allah, 
our Lord, to You is the praise);" 
when he prostrates then prostrate; 
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[1] Al-Fatihah 1:7. 
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and if he prays sitting down then 
all of you pray sitting down/" 

(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The follower is prohibited to precede the Imam in his movements and rests. 
His duty is to follow the Imam totally. 

b. 'When the Imam recites, then listen attentively 7 means that when the Imam 
finishes reciting Fdtihah and starts reciting some other part of the Qur'an, 
then the follower has to listen to him silently without reciting the Qur'an. 
As for Al-Fatihah, we have already seen in Abu Hurairah's narration that 
the follower has to recite it. (See H.838). 

c. The rule requiring the followers to perform the prayer sitting down (even 
though they had no problem standing) if the Imam leads them sitting down, 
was later abrogated. 


847. It was narrated that Abu 
Musa Al-Ash'ari said: "The 
Messenger of Allah M said: 
'When the Imam recites, then 
listen attentively, and if he is 
sitting (in the prayer) then the 
first remembrance that anyone of 
you recites should be the Tashah- 
hud."' (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. We should listen attentively when the Imam recites any other Chapter after 
Al-Fatihah in the prayer of audible recitation. 

b. In Tashah-hud, first recite the prescribed invocation ( At-Tahiyydtu Lillahi...), 
then the Salutation (Salat) on the Prophet jg, and then other supplications. 


848. It was narrated that Ibn 
Ukaimah said: "I heard Abu 
Hurairah say: 'The Prophet sg led 
his Companions in a prayer; we 
think it was the Subh. He said: 
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"Did anyone among you recite?" 
A man said: "I did." He said: "I 
was saying to myself, what is 
wrong with me that someone is 
fighting to wrest the Qur' an from 
me?" ( Sahih ) 
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849. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah J|j led us in prayer/' and he 
mentioned a similar report, and 
added to it, and he said: "And 
after that they were quiet in the 
prayers in which the Imam recites 
aloud." (Sahih) 

Comments: 
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The two Ahddith are explicit on the point that prohibition on reciting the 
Qur'anic chapters other than Al-Fatihah relates to the prayer of audible 
recitation. 


850. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Allah j|§ 
said: 'Whoever has an Imam, the 
recitation of the Imam is his 
recitation/" ( Da'if ) 
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ibl] 


Taking the cue from this Hadith it is sometimes argued that the follower has 
no need to do the recitation, since the Imam's recitation is enough for him. 
However, the Hadith is extremely Weak and not fit for argumentation. 
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Chapter 14. Saying Amin 
Aloud 

851. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah ig said: "When the reciter 
says Amin, then say Amin, for the 
angels say Amin, and if a person's 
Amin coincides with the Amin of 
the angels, his previous sins will 
be forgiven." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It means that the follower should say Amin upon the Imam's saying it, even 
if he was ahead or behind the Imam in his recitation. 

b. It confirms the Imam's saying Amin aloud, since the followers can only 
answer it if he hears the Imam say it. 
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852. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: The Messenger of 
Allah said: "When the reciter 
says Amin, then say Amin, for if a 
person's Amin coincides with the 
Amin of the angels, his previous 
sins will be forgiven." (Sahih) 
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853. It was narrated that Abu ^ - Aor 

Hurairah said: "The people 
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stopped saying Amin, but when 
the Messenger of Allah |£§ said 
'Not (the way) of those who 
earned Your Anger, nor of those 
who went astray''- 1 1 he would say 
Amin, until the people in the first 
row could hear it, and the mosque 
would shake with it. ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


As to the chain of narration, the Hadith is 'Weak' . However, the rule is 
proved from other sound Ahadith. (See Silsilatul-AMdithus-Sahihah, H. 464.) 
Imam Bukhari has said: Both 'Abdullah bin Zubair 4fc and those performing 
the prayer behind him said Amin in a way that the entire mosque 
reverberated with the sound. 


854. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah jfj saying 'Amin' after he 
said, 'nor of those who went 
astray.' 121 ( Sahih ) 
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855. It was narrated from 'Abdul- 
Jabbar bin Wa'il that his father 
said: "I performed prayer with 
the Prophet and when he said: 
'Nor of those who went astray',^ 31 
he said Amin and we heard that 
from him." (Sahih) 
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[1] Al-Vatihah 1:7. 

m Al-FStihah 1:7. 
131 Al-Fatihah 1:7. 
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856. It was narrated from 'Aishah 
that the Prophet #| said: "The 
Jews do not envy you for 
anything more than they envy 
you for the Saldm and (saying) 
'Amin.' " ( Sahih ) 
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857. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah said: "The Jews do not envy 
you for anything more than they 
envy you for the Saldm and 
(saying) Amin, so say Amin a 
great deal." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: ' ^ 

a. Exchanging Saldm (salutations) while greeting each other, and saying Amin, 
is a special characteristic of the Muslim people, noticed even by the non- 
Muslims. 

b. Envy keeps them from adopting it, yet they wish the Muslims as well to 
lose this characteristic. 

c. Islamic etiquette is to greet each other by saying As-Saldmu 'Alaikum and 
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Wa 'Alaikum As-Salam . But the sad state is that some people have given up 
this excellent invocation in favor of meaningless words of greeting used by 
the non-Muslims. 

d. Amin means: 'O Allah, accept our invocation' or simply 'May it be so'. This 
abbreviated invocation is in fact the repetition of the longer invocations 
already articulated. Jews and Christians also use this expression (spelt as 
'amen'). They have probably taken it from the Muslims, or else it is one of 
those things still extant from the teaching of earlier Prophets. Hence it is 
that they do not like the idea of seeing the Muslims using this blessed 
word. Muslims, therefore, must be wary of the designs of the disbelievers 
and never leave the blessed invocations of Amin and Salim . 

Chapter 15. Raising The 

Hands When Bowing, And 

When Raising The Head 

From Bowing (of 
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858. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "I saw the Messenger 
of Allah raising his hands until 
they were parallel to Ms shoulders 
when he started the prayer, and 
when he bowed in Ruku', and 
when he raised his head from 
Ruku', but he did not raise them 
between the two prostrations.'' 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. It is unanimously agreed that raising the hands ( Raf ' Yadain) while starting 
the prayer is the Sunnah of the Prophet g§§. 

b. This Hadith speaks of raising the hands up to the shoulders, while there are 
other Ahadith that speak of raising the hands up close to the ears. Thus, 
both of these variations are proven from the Sunnah . We would do well to 
alternate between the two practices, namely raising up to the shoulders at 
times and taking them close to the ears at other times. 

c. Raf ' Al-Yadain (raising up the two hands) on three occasions, namely (i) 
while going into the bowing {Ruku'), (ii) raising the head from the Ruku', 
and (iii) rising for the third Rak'ah, is the Sunnah of the Prophet i§. 
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d. Hafiz Zainuddin AbuI-FadI Al-'Iraqi in his book (TaqribuTAsmtid) has this to 
say: “ Ahadith concerning Raf Yadain have been narrated by fifty 
Companions, including those that have been given the glad tidings of 
Paradise." ( Tarhut-Tathrib 2/254). 


859. It was narrated that Malik 
bin Huwairith said that when the 
Messenger of Allah |jg said Allahu 
Akbar, he would raise his hands 
until they were dose to his ears; 
when he bowed in Ruku' he did 
likewise, and when he raised his 
head from Ruku' he did likewise. 
(Sahik) 
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860. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah gg raising his 
hands during prayer until they 
were parallel with his shoulders 
when he started to pray, when he 
bowed and when he prostrated." 
(Da'if) 
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861. It was narrated that TJmair 
bin Habib said: "The Messenger 
of Allah 5g| used to raise his 
hands at every Takhir (saying 
Allahu Akbar) in the obligatory 
prayer." ( Da'if) 
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862. It was narrated that 
Muhammad bin 'Amr bin 'Ata' 
said, concerning Abu Humaid As- 
Sa'di: "I heard him when he was 
among ten of the Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah 0, one of 
whom was Abu Qatadah bin 
Rib'i, saying: 'I am the most 
knowledgeable of you about the 
prayer of the Messenger of Allah 
When he stood up for prayer, 
he stood up straight and raised 
his hands until they were parallel 
to his shoulders, then he said: 
Alldhu Akbar. When he wanted to 
bow in Riiku', he raised his hands 
until they were parallel to his 
shoulders. When he said Sami' 
Allahu liman hamidah (Allah hears 
those who praise Him), he raised 
his hands and stood up straight. 
When he stood up after two 
Rak'ah, he said Allahu Akbar and 
raised his hands until they were 
parallel to his shoulders, as he did 
when he started the prayer.'" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

In addition to other occasions, the Hadith also proves the practice of raising 
the hands while rising up after Tashah-hud, and as many as ten 
Companions «ate bear testimony to it, with no dissension. 


863. 'Abbas bin Sahl As-Sa'di 
said: "Abu Humaid, Abu Usaid 
As-Sa'idi, Sahl bin Sa'd, and 
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Muhammad bin Maslamah came 
together and spoke about the 
prayer of the Messenger of Allah 
#§. Abu Humaid said: 'I am the 
most knowledgeable of you about 
the prayer of the Messenger of 
Allah ®j. The Messenger of Allah 
ig stood up and said Allahu 
Akbar, and raised his hands, then 
he raised them when he said 
Allahu Akbar for Ruku', then he 
stood up and raised his hands, 
and stood straight until every 
bone had returned to its place/" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It is necessary to stand up straight after the bowing. Not to stand up 
straight from the bowing and hurry towards the prostration is against the 
Sunnah . This composed method of bowing and rising from bowing is what 
has been conveyed through the phrase Returning of each bone to its place'. 


864. It was narrated that 'AH bin 
Abu Talib said: "When the 
Prophet s|j stood up to offer a 
prescribed prayer, he said Allahu 
Akbar and raised his hands until 
they were parallel to his 
shoulders. When he wanted to 
bow he did likewise; when he 
raised his head from bowing he 
did likewise; and when he stood 
up after the two prostrations he 
did Hkewise."' 1 ' (Hasan) 
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Sindi said: “It is as if they abandoned that because of it contradicting the papular 
narrations.” ‘Azimabadi (' Awnul-Ma'bud) said: "The meaning of 'the two prostrations' is 
two Rak'ahs without a doubt, as is reported in the following narrations. This is what was 
said by the scholars among the Muhadiihin and the Fuqaha', except for Khattabi." 
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865. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah jS§ used to raise his hands 
at every Takbir (saying Allahu 
Akbar). ( Da‘if) 
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866. It was narrated from Anas 
that the Messenger of Allah jg 
used to raise his hands when he 
entered prayer, and when he 
bowed in Ruku‘." ( Sahih ) 
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867. It was narrated that Wa'il 
bin Hujr said: "I said: 'I will look 
at the Messenger of Allah jj§ and 
see how he performs the prayer.' 
He stood up and faced the Qiblah, 
and raised his hands until they 
were parallel to his ears. When he 
bowed, he raised them likewise, 
and when he raised his head from 
Ruku', he raised them likewise." 
(Sahih) 

V X i : ^ (5 j\-*A I ^ ^ 


Uixlp^ 

:>.^ill jUi l^Si. 

- A tV 


I ^J>v2jLoJ| 

> • j t 

Oi _rg 

oil 

: JU 

j'j ^ ^ 

T 8 ^ 
0.1 

pii 

Jws^j <W^ J 

S Ai 4 

tf A Qg 

; oil 


di ^isy dilill 



<Uxlj £ 3j llh ( iilJi U^*3 j ^£j Uis 

■ j4 fi 


•SP 9 " 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 49 14*3 XalSj 


868. it was narrated from Abu 
Zubair that Jabir bin 'Abdullah 
would raise his hands when he 
began the prayer, and when he 
bowed, and when he raised (his 
head) from Ruku' he would do 
likewise, and he said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah |g doing 
that." (One of the narrators) said: 
"Ibrahim bin Tahman (one of the 
narrators) raised his hands to his 
ears." (Hasan) 
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Chapter 16. The Bowing In pL^St ^ d>U - (in 
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869. It was narrated that 'Aishah 6 j4>- <j>\ y jSq ju 6£i>- - Al^ 

said: "When the Messenger of », f.»j *,> . - ' s 

Allah % bowed, he neither raised ^ 1 ^ ‘ ^ 

his head nor lowered it, rather (he :cJll till* i cJJai 

did something) between that." , ^ >. 

(Sahih) J J > *§§ ' 
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Comments: 

The Hadith instructs us the correct method of performing Ruku', which is to 
bring the head and the spine level with each other. 

870. It was narrated that Abu j i&l AV< 

Mas'ud said: "The Messenger of ,-j* ., a,: *, «. 

.,,, ., , XT ° . i, o*pVI -f i*£j : ids ‘tul JLp 

Allah Ifg said: No prayer is 9 r C-- 7 ^ ' 

acceptable in which a man does ^ If <■ J*** if) if i»jUi 

not settle^ his spine when 

bowing and when prostrating/" ^ ^ Jb :JU 

(Sahih) 


[11 See no. 891. In relation to prostration, it means that the back should be settled and 
become still, it does not mean that it must be straight as in the case of Ruku'. As-Sindi 
said: "Not balanced and settled. And the objective is tranquility in bowing and 
prostration." 'Animabadi said: "The meaning for the two of them (bowing and 
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1 ' f 

^ <uUo jv~5j M ^jA Sjhs i_jb vS_jl~sJl lijbjjl >t»-j»-l '. 

. ?*XaJl . j JasUJ! 4.U~>-j v nj VI d-j CC*- y A a 0 ; ^ o a 

Comments: <- - ^ ^ e - 

a. Settling the spine in bowing and prostrating means performing these 
functions with tranquility. In other words, the correct method of performing 
Ruku' is to do the bowing perfectly and performing the prostration with 
full composure, which is the true Sunnah of the Prophet 

b. No prayer devoid of tranquility and composure will be acceptable to Allah. 
That is the reason why the Messenger of Allah |jg had ordered a person 
(who had hurried through his prayer and performed it without tranquility) 
to pray again (Sahih Al-Bukhari: H.793) 


871. It was narrated that 'Ali bin 
Shaiban, who was part of a 
delegation (to the Prophet sg|) 
said: "We set out until we came 
to the Messenger of Allah ;§§, and 
we gave him our oath of 
allegiance and performed prayer 
behind him. He glanced out of the 
comer of his eye at a man who 
was not settling his spirve when 
he bowed and prostrated. When 
the Prophet jgj finished the 
prayer, he said: 'O Muslims, there 
is no prayer for the one who does 
not settle his spine when bowing 
and prostrating.'" (Sahih) 
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prostration) is tranquility/' ( 'Awnul-Ma'bud) Regarding Hadith:822 with Al-Bukhari, in 
which the Prophet #; said: "Be balanced in the prostrations, and none of you should 
put his forearms on the ground like the dog." Ibn Hajar ( Fathul-Bari ) quoted Ibn 
Daqiq Al-'Eid saying: "The perceived straightness sought in bowing is not the same 
here. For there it is having the neck and back level, and what is sought here is raising 
the lower parts above the higher parts.” 
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Comments: 

a. We must undertake journeys to gain religious knowledge and attend the 
company of great scholars. 

b. Coming to know about the movements of a person by glancing out of the 
comers of one's eyes (without turning the face) does not invalidate the 
prayer. Turning the neck to see something during prayer is prohibited. 


872. It was narrated that Rashid 
said: "I heard Wabisah bin 
Ma'bad saying: T saw the 
Messenger of Allah performing 
prayer, and when he bowed he 
made his back so straight that if 
water were poured on it, it would 
have stayed there.' " ( Da'tf) 


^ alii & - AVY 

o Iktp ^ I alp tit Jj>- : ^ ^ 

Jj,\j ^ ia>j (ji ■vkiis ujJk- : jUaP 

> af^ 't-'' t * ' ''[1- 

cj i j : j ja j-** ^ ■wij 1 j 1 — *-5—" . is 
lil c Jlba* IH 5&1 JjAj 
. £tkll ^iip ya jl 
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Chapter 17. Putting The 
Hands On The Knees 

873. It was narrated that Mus'ab 
bin Sa'd said: "I bowed (in 
prayer) beside my father - , and I 
put my hands between my knees. 
He struck my hand and said: 'We 
used to do that, then we were 
commanded to put them on the 
knees.'" ( Sahih ) 


(o*\ 

-.jg £ jiii a^ cr. ^ - Avr 

e> ' 

^ ^Ud-J : jL' l5ai. 

S-Ck* ‘c?4* bn _>y' Cf 1^) 


JJusi as : jlsj (^aj Ctjvis 1 oiis 
■ a •S'Jh Ji ^ 1 1 Jl* 

iW 'C c/ V aS’jJl ^ * — aS'V I £-*>j ijliVl 

oTo:^ £_jS^I c_s* a-S'jJl ^jLp ^aAl! jd’j V 1 ^' — dl ‘jJ — «j 

Comments: 

a. The Arabic word ' Tatbiq' means joining the two hands with one's fingers 
crossing the other's, and putting them between the thighs. This manner of 
bowing was later abrogated. 

b. It is not allowed to act upon a ruling that has been abrogated. 


874. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "The Messenger of Allah r§§ 
used to bow with his hands on 


i_sji i y. if idUlLi 
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his knees and his upper arms held 
away from his sides." (Hasan) 


dl? :dJli ijyli -jZ tjl^-^ll 

‘jA?J L* 3® ^ J_^ij 


. Aj -L/2.KJ 

• j l- 5 <_s^ -Us ! cuj-uJJj t aiUJ ^ ^ 4 ^Jij I [jj***?*-] ; ^ _^>cJ 

Comments: 


The upper arms of the body must be kept away from one's sides when 
bowing or prostrating in prayer, as will be seen under Ahadith nos. 880 and 


886 . 


Chapter 18. What To Say 
When Raising The Head 
From Bowing 

875. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that when the 
Messenger of Allah $fg said: 
"Sami' Allahu liman hamidah (Allah 
hears those who praise Him)," he 
said: “Rabbana wa lakal-hamd (O 
our Lord, to You is the praise)." 
(Sahih) 
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876 . It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: "When the Imam 
says: ‘Sami' Allahu liman hamidah 
(Allah hears those who praise Him),' 
say : ' Rabbana wa lakal-hamd (O our 
Lord, to You is the praise)/" 
(Sahih) 


<£U % fli* l-&t - AVt 

di dJJU J, y>\ y Jl y tbOd 
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Comments: 

"Allah hears" means Allah is pleased with, and accepts the supplication. 
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877. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed AI-Khudri that he heard 
the Messenger of Allah say: 
"When the Imam says: 'Sami' 
Alla.hu liman hamidah (Allah hears 
those who praise Him)/ say: 
'Allahumma, Rabband wa lakal-hamd 
(O Allah! O our Lord! To You is 
the praise).'" (Hasan) 


\xxd- : /-d ^ 1 ^ — AVV 

- * > = >*'>. si* - . *>> f 

‘h" if- -jf*. yj CS- LST^i 
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Comments: 


The follower shall only say the second part of the Arabic invocation, 
meaning: "O our Lord, to You is the praise"; he will not say the first one 
meaning: 'Allah hears those who praise Him'. The Imam shall, however, say 
both, since it is proved from the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah -i^. 


878. It was narrated that Ibn Abu 
Awfa said: "When the Messenger 
of Allah m raised his head from 
Ruku', he said: 'Sami' Allahu liman 
hamidah, Allahumma, Rabband 
lakal-harnd, mil' as-samawati wa mil' 
al-ard wa mil' ma shi'ta min shay'in 
ba'd (Allah hears those who praise 
Him. O Allah! O our Lord, to You 
is the praise as much as fills the 
heavens, as much as fills the earth 
and as much as You will after 
that).'" ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: • “4 

The main purpose of prayer is the remembrance of Allah, who Himself has 
said in the Qur'an: "Perform the prayer for My remembrance." (20:14). That 
is the reason why the Messenger of Allah ij has taught us many recitals of 
Allah's praise and remembrance. We must memorize these texts and recite 
them in our prayer. We should especially try to win more and more 
reward, as well as closeness to Allah and His pleasure, by reciting longer 
invocations in the optional night ( Tahajjud ) prayers. 
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879. It was narrated that Abu 
'Umar said: "I heard Abu 
Juhaifah say: Good fortune was 
mentioned in the presence of the 
Messenger of Allah #; while he 
was performing prayer. A man 
said: 'So-and-so's fortune is in 
horses.' Another man said: 'So- 
and-so's fortune is in camels.' 
another man said: 'So-and-so's 
fortune is in sheep/ Another man 
said: 'So-and-so's fortune is in 
slaves.' While the Messenger of 
Allah ig was finishing his prayer, 
he raised his head at tire end of 
the last Rak'ah and said: 
'Allahumma Rabband lakal-hamd 
mil' as-samawdti wa mil' al-ard wa 
mil' ma shi'ta min shai'in ba'du. 
Allahumma la mini' lima a'taita wa 
Id mu'ti lima manata, wa la yanfa'u 
dhal-jaddi minkal-jadd (Allah hears 
those who praise Him. O Allah! O 
our Lord! To You is the praise as 
much as fills the heavens, as 
much as fills the earth and as 
much as You will after that. O 
Allah, there is none who can 
withhold what You give, and 
none who can give what You 
withhold, and the good fortune of 
any fortunate person is to no avail 
against You).' The Messenger of 
Allah §§ elongated the word Jadd 
(fortune) so that they would 
know that it was not as they had 
said." (Da' if) 
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Chapter 19. Prostration 

880. It was narrated from 
Maimunah that when the Prophet 
jg prostrated, he would hold his 
forearms away from his sides, 
such that if a lamb wanted to pass 
under his arms, it would be able to 
do so. ( Sahih ) 


f o A ^ I *«— 1 b — ( 1 

0 1 ! j I^p ^ LLa blip- — AA • 

if. ««' -if cr. -hf if ‘*~f (ji 1 
if Ayl ^ ^ 
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. 4, o t ^ I t ,d 1 

Comments: ... 

While prostrating we must keep our forearms away from our sides and the 
belly away from our thighs. 


881. It was narrated from 
('Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah) bin 
Aqram Al-Khuza'i that his father 
said: "I was with my father on the 
plain in Namirah, when some 
riders passed us and made their 
camels kneel down at the side of 
the road. My father said to me: 
'Stay with your lambs until I go 
to those people and see what they 
want.' He said: Then he (my 
father) went out and I come, (i.e. I 
came near,) then there was the 
Messenger of Allah jig, and the 
time for prayer came so 1 prayed 
with them, and I was looking at 
the whiteness of the armpits of 
the Messenger of Allah jig every 
time he prostrated." (Sahih) 

Ibn Majah said: The people say 
'Ubdaidullah bin 'Abdullah, but 
Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaibah said: 
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■ A location near ‘Arafat. 
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"The people say 'Abdullah bin 
'Ubaidullah." Muhammad bin 
Bashshar said: " Abdur-Rahman 
bin Mahdi, Safwan bin 'Eisa and 
Abu Dawud all said: 'Dawud bin 
Qais narrated to us, from 
'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah bin 
Aqram, from Iris father, from the 
Prophet |g/" With similar 
wording. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. If a traveling party has to break its journey midway, it must avoid the main 
road and camp on one side of the road. 

b. The Companions attached so much importance to the prayer that ' Abdullah 
‘ifa left his lambs alone, and joined the prayer in congregation. 

c. When the Messenger of sg prostrated, he did not hold his forearms close to 
his sides. The Companion was, therefore, able to clearly see the armpits of 
the Prophet 3 §§. 


882. It was narrated that Wa'il 
bin Hujr said: "I saw the Prophet 
3H when he prostrated and put 
his knees on tire ground before 
his hands, and when he stood up 
after prostrating, he took his 
hands off the ground before his 
knees/' ( Da'if) 
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883. it was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet i§§ said: 
"I have been commanded to 
prostrate on seven bones/' (Sahih) 
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. Aj VyZ'J -bj ^ . . . 3 Jl aLvipl i~;lj 

Comments: 

'Seven bones' means seven parts of the body. For clarification please see the 
next Hadith. 
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884. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: The Messenger of 
Allah f|g said: "I have been 
commanded to prostrate on 
seven, and not to tuck up my hair 
or my garment." ( Sahih ) 

Ibn Tawus said: My father used to 
say: The two palms, two knees and 
two feet, and he used to count the 

forehead and nose as one. „ , 

. cdi r 1^ 

tAYT:^ tcdjS/i ( _ s ip ot» ioLV' <^>-1 j 
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Comments: 
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a. 'Prostration on seven parts of the body 7 means letting all the seven parts 
mentioned in the Hadith touch the ground. 

b. The reason why the forehead and nose have been counted as one in this 
Hadith, is the fact that in the next Hadith the two words have been replaced 
by the single word 'face'. 

c. We need not unnecessarily worry if our hair touches the ground during 
prostration. The reason being that by trying to protect the the hair or 
garment from the meager dust of the ground, we run the risk of losing our 
concentration in prostration and in our recitals. 

d. Prohibition to tuck up the hair also includes prohibition on uplifting the 
hair. Ladies should also avoid making topknots of their hair but leave them 
loose for the prayer. 

e. Sleeves of the shirts etc., folded up for ablution should be loosened while 
going to the prayer. 


885. It was narrated from 'Abbas 
bin 'Abdul-Muttaiib that he heard 
the Prophet gg say: "When a 
person prostrates, seven parts of 
his body prostrate with him: His 
face, his two hands, his two 
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knees, and his two feet." (Sakih) 
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886. Ahmar, the Companion of 
the Messenger of Allah jjg, 
narrated to us: "We used to feel 
sorry for the Messenger of Allah 
!§ because he took pains to keep 
his arms away from his sides 
when he prostrated." (Has«») 

• 4j 0 Jl>- ^ 1 * . i. i A6./> J Lt 

Chapter 20. Tasbih 
(Glorifying Allah) When 
Bowing And Prostrating 

887. 'Uqbah bin 'Amir Al-Juhani 
said: "When the following was 
revealed: 'So glorify the Name of 
your Lord, the Most Great',! 11 the 
Messenger of Allah jgg said to us: 
'Say this in your Ruku'.' And 
when the following was revlealed: 
'Glorify the Name of your Lord, 
the Most High.'/ 2 ! the Messenger 
of Allah jig said to us: 'Say this in 
your prostrations.' " (Sakih) 
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[1J Al-Haqqah 69:52. 
125 Al-AW 87:1. 
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888. It was narrated from 
Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah jjfg 
say when he bowed: "Subhana 
Rabbiyal-'Azim (Glory is to my 
Lord, the Most Great)" three 
times, and when he prostrated he 
said: "Subhana Rabbiyal-A‘la 
(Glory is to my Lord the Most 
High)" three times. (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Repeating the formulas of the Glorification of Allah three times is the 
minimum essential for these occasions. Otherwise, the Messenger of Allah 
0 has recited them during his Tahajjud bowings and prostrations which 
used to be quite long. ( Sahih Muslitn:203). 


889. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "The Messenger of Allah JJ 
often used to say when bowing 
and prostrating: ' Subhanaka 
Alldhumma wa bi hamdika , 
Alldhummaghfir li (Glory is to You, 
O Allah, and praise; O Allah 
forgive me),' following the 
command given by the 
Qur'an." 111 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Allah the Glorified says in the Qur'an: 

"So glorify the praises of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He is 
the One Who accepts repentance." ( An-Nasr 110: 3)). 


^ Surat An-Nasr (110). 
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The Messenger of Allah complied with the command of Allah by reciting 
the statement repeatedly in his bowing and prostrations. 


890. It was narrated that Ibn 
Mas'ud said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'When anyone of 
you bows, let him say in his 
bowing: "Subhana Rabbiyal-' Azim 
(Glory is to my Lord, the Most 
Great)" three times; if he does 
that his bowing will be complete. 
And when anyone of you 
prostrates, let him say in his 
prostration, ' Subhana Rabbiyal-A'la 
(Glory is to my Lord, the Most 
High)" three times; if he does 
that, his prostration will be 
complete, and that is the 
minimum/" ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 21. Being Balanced 
During Prostration 


J JLt%^l wll - On p^Ji) 

^ jg . 


891. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: Hie Messenger of Allah |g 
said: "When anyone of you 
prostrates let him be balanced in 
prostration/ 11 and not spread his 
arms as a dog does." ( Sahih ) 
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See no. 870, i.e., by placing his hands on the ground, lifting his elbows and not letting his 
stomach rest on his thighs. See explanation by Sindi. 
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Comments: 

'Being balanced in prostration' means neither keeping oneself so high that 
some of the parts of the body fail to touch the ground, nor so low that the 
forearms begin to rest on the ground, or the belly starts touching the thighs. 
'Being balanced' could also mean being moderate in performing the 
prostration, i.e., neither making it too long nor too short. Long prostration 
is, however, to be curtailed only if somebody else is performing the prayer 
behind us, whether it is an obligatory prayer or a voluntary one. 


892. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Prophet a|§ 
said: "Be balanced in prostration; 
none of you should prostrate with 
his arms spread out like a dog." 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 22. Sitting Between 
The Two Prostrations 

893. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "When the Messenger of 
Allah jp raised his head from 
bowing, he would not prostrate 
until he had stood up straight. 
When he prostrated, he would 
raise his head and not prostrate 
again until he had sat up straight. 
And he used to spread out his left 
leg." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Raising one's head from bowing and standing up straight is called Qaumah . 
Some of the invocations recited on this occasion have already been 
mentioned under Chapter 18. Sitting between the two prostrations is called 
Jalsah. Memorable invocations for the occasion shall be discussed under 
Chapter 23. 
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b. Qaunuih and falsah are parts as essential for the prayer as the bowing and 
prostration. 

894. It was narrated that 'Ali & tffe. - AU 

said: Tire Messenger of Allah £§ t 

said to me: "Do not squat up if If ‘■jyy ■ it 

between the two prostrations." Ti £ .Tr •- » ,-u - 

(pa'ifl Jh .JU ^ 

. I 411 1 cJ 
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895. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "The Prophet 3g| said: 'O 
'Ali, do not squat like a dog/ " 
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Comments: 


The Arabic word for squatting is fy'/f. Lpa' could take two forms, of them, 
one is prohibited and the other permissible. What is prohibited is to raise 
the two ankles up, sit on the buttock, and put the two hands on the ground. 
This is a doglike posture. What is permitted is to sit, between die two 
prostrations, by raising the two feet and sitting on the two heels so that the 
ankles and knees rest on the ground. This is the posture that has been 
described by Ibn 'Abbas ^ as Sunnah. ( Sahih Muslim-32 ) 


896. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Prophet m 
said to me: 'When you raise your 
head from prostration, do not 
squat like a dog. Put your 
buttocks between your feet and 
let the tops of your feet touch the 
ground." 
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Chapter 23. What Is To Be 
Said Between The Two 
Prostrations 

897. It was narrated from 
Hudhaifah that the Prophet jg| 
used to say between the two 
prostrations: “Rabbighfir li, 
Rabbighfir li (O Lord forgive me, 
O Lord forgive me)/' ( Sahih ) 
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898. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "When praying at 
night (Qiy amul-Lail) , the 
n Messenger of Allah g| used to say 
between the two prostrations: 
'Rabbighfir li warhamni wajbumi 
warzuqni warfa'ni (O Lord, forgive 
me, have mercy on me, improve 
my situation, grant me provision 
and raise me in status).' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The invocation is also recorded, with slight variations, in Jdmi' At-Tirmidhi 
and Sunan Abu Ddwud. 


Chapter 24. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 

Tashah-kud (Sitting Posture) t ^ 

899. It was narrated that Cr! -if Cf. L,jA A1^ 
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'Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: 
"When we performed prayer with 
the Prophet #, we said: 'Peace be 
upon Allah from His slaves, peace 
be upon Jibra'il and Mika'il and 
so-and-so and so-and-so.' The 
Messenger of Allah j§§ heard us 
and said: 'Do not say peace 
(Salam) be upon Allah, for He is 
As-Salam. When you sit (during 
prayer) say: At-Tahiyyatu lillahi 
was-salawatu wat-tayyibatu ; as- 
salamu 'alayka ayyuhan-Nabiyyu wa 
rahmatullahi wa barakdtuhu; as- 
saldmu 'aldyna wa ‘ala 'ibddillahis- 
salihin (All compliments, prayers 
and good words are due to Allah; 
peace be upon you, O Prophet, 
and the mercy of Allah and His 
blessings; peace be upon us and 
upon the righteous slaves of 
Allah)." For if you say that it will 
reach every righteous slave in the 
heavens and on earth. (Then say:) 
“Ashhadu an la. ilaha illalldh wa 
ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
'abduhu wa Rasuluhu (I bear 
witness that none has the right to 
be worshiped but Allah, and 1 
bear witness that Muhammad is 
His slave and Messenger)." 
(Sahih) 

(Another chain) with similar 
wording. (Another chain) that 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: "The 
Prophet ag| used to teach us the 
Tashah-hud." And he mentioned 
similarly. 
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Comments: 


a. The Arabic word Tahiyyat translated here as 'blessed compliments' in fact 
stands for all the acts of devotion related to the spoken word, such as the 
praises, thanks, and supplications for Allah. All these compliments are 
properly due to Allah alone, and it is blasphemy to associate anyone else 
with Him. 


b. Salawdt translated as 'prayers' is the plural of Salat, which means 
'invocation' and 'ritual prayer'. Here it means bodily acts of worship, such 
as bowing, prostration, standing after bowing and Tawaf (circling the 
Ka'bah) and so on. 

c. Tax/yibdt, literally good things and good deeds, stands in this context for the 
monetary acts of worship, such as Zakat, (obligatory charity), Sadaqdt 
(voluntary charities or alms), vows and religious offerings. No such 
offerings —whether monetary or physical— are permitted for any of Allah's 
created things. 

d. The term 'righteous slaves of Allah' covers all the righteous 
creatures— humans, jinn, angels— whether in the skies or on the earth. As 
such, there is no need to mention Jibrail and Mikail by name. 


900. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|§ used to teach us the 
7 ashah-hud as he used to teach us 
a Surah of the Quri an. He used to 
say: 'At- 7 'ahiyyu tui-Mubarakatus 
salazvdtu t- tayyibti lu lilldh ; As- 
saldmu. 'alayka ayyulian-Nabiyyu zoa 
rahmalullahi wa barakatuhu; as- 
saldmu 'alayna wa 'ala 'ibadillahis- 
sdlihin. Ashhadu an la ilaha illalldh 
wa itshhadu anna Muhammadan 
'abduhu wa Rasuluhu (All blessed 
compliments and good prayers 
are due to Allah; peace be upon 
you, O Prophet, and the mercy of 
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Allah and His blessings; peace be 
upon us and upon the righteous 
slaves of Allah. I bear witness that 
none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah and I bear 
witness that Muhammad is His 
slave and Messenger)/" (S ahih) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Teaching the Tashah-hud as he used to teach a Surah of the Qur' an', means 
teaching it as seriously as he would teach the Qur'an. From this we 
conclude that it is essential to recite this invocation in prayer. 

b. The expression ayyuhan-Nabiyyu (O Prophet!) is not intended to make it 
heard by the Prophet jg. We just have to recite the vocative as we would 
recite expressions like O Nuh, O Ibrahim, O Muzzammil, O you who 
believe! etc. While reciting these vocatives no one assumes that he is 
addressing them face to face, nor does he believe that they are physically 
present before him. 


901. It was narrated from Abu 
Musa Al-Ash'ari: "The Messenger 
of Allah § addressed us and 
explained the Suirnah for us, and 
he taught us our prayer. He said: 
'When you perform prayer, and 
you are sitting, let the first thing 
you say be: At-Tahiyyatut- 
tayyibdtus-salawdtu lillah; as-saldmu 
‘alayka ayyuhan-Nabiyyu wa 
rahmatulldhi wa barakdtuhu; as- 
saldmu 'alayna wa 'ala 'ibddilldhis- 
sdlihin. Ashhadu an la ildha illallah 
wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
'abduhu wa Rasuluhu (All 
compliments, good words and 
prayers are due to Allah; peace be 
upon you, O Prophet, and the 
mercy of Allah and His blessings; 
peace be upon us and upon the 
righteous slaves of Allah. I bear 
witness that none has the right to 
be worshiped but Allah and I 
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bear witness that Muhammad is 
His slave and Messenger). Seven 
phrases which are the greeting of 
the prayer.' " 
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Comments: 

a. The order in which the recitals of the prayer have been taught to us must be 
strictly maintained unless the context tells us otherwise. 

b. The Tashali-hud has been described by the Prophet i§§ as containing seven 
phrases or sentences, since the expressions Tahiyydt, Salawat, and Tayyibat, 
although apparently a single group of three words, they in fact constitute 
three momentous concepts. The fourth sentence is the supplication for the 
Prophet ||g, and the fifth is the supplication for all the righteous slaves. The 
two testimonies peratining to Allah's Oneness and the Prophesy of the 
Messenger of Allah m constitute the sixth and the seventh sentence 
respectively. And Allah knows best. 


902. It was narrated that Jabir bin 
'Abdullah said: "The Messenger 
of Allah #g used to teach us the 
Tashah-hud as he used to teach us 
a Surah from the Qur' an: 'Bismillahi 
wa Billdhi, at-tahiyydtu lilldhi was- 
salawdtu wat-tayyibatu lillahi; as- 
saldmu ‘alayka ayyuhan-Nabiyyu wa 
rahmatullahi wa barakdtuhu; as- 
salamu 'alayna wa ‘ala 'ibadillahis- 
salihin. Ashhadu an Id ildha illallah 
wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
'abduhu wa rasuluhu . As'alu 
Allahal-jannah, wa a'udhu billdhi 
minanndr (In the Name of Allah 
and by the grace of Allah. All 
compliments are due to Allah and 
all prayers and good words are 
due to Allah. Peace be upon you, 
O Prophet, and the mercy of 
Allah and His blessings; peace be 
upon us and upon the righteous 
slaves of Allah . I bear witness 
that none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah and I bear 
witness that Muhammad is His 
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slave and Messenger. I ask Allah 
for Paradise and I seek refuge 
with Allah from the Fire).' " 

(Da'if) 
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Chapter 25. Sending Peace 
and Blessings Upon The 
Prophet sg§ 
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903. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "We said: 
'O Messenger of Allah! We know 
what it means to send greetings 
upon you, but what does it mean 
to send peace and blessings upon 
you?' He said: 'Say: "Allahumma 
salli ‘ala Muhammadin ‘ abdika wa 
Rasulika hmtd salayta 'ala Ibrdhima, 
wa bdrik 'ala Muhammad (wa 'ala dli 
Muhammadin) kama barakta 'ala 
Ibrdhima [O Allah, send Your 
grace, honor and mercy upon 
Muhammad, Your slave and 
Messenger, as You sent Your 
(grace, honour and mercy); upon 
Ibrahim, and send Your blessings 
upon Muhammad (and the family 
of Muhammad) as You sent Your 
blessings upon Ibrahim]/' 
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Comments: 

a. Allah says in the Qur 7 an: 

"Allah sends His Salat (grace, honor and mercy) on the Prophet, and also 
His angels (ask Allah to bless him). O you who believe! Send your Salat on 
(ask Allah to bless) him, and send your greetings to him with due respect." 
(33:56). On the Companions' asking about the manner to do it, the Prophet 
m taught them the words mentioned in the lladith. 

b. On receiving the command to send their blessings and greetings, the 
Companions abstained from coining their own phraseology and, instead, 
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they asked the Messenger of Allah himself to: teach them the best way to 
do it. 


C, The word Al is often taken to mean the children. But, in the phraseology of 
the Shari 1 ah, the term covers all those people who love some great 
personality and follow his footsteps. 


904. It was narrated that Hakam 
said; "I heard Ibn Abi Laila say: 
'Ka'b bin TJjrah met me and said: 
"Shall I not give you a gift? The 
Messenger of Allah Ig came out 
to us and we said; 'We know 
what it means to send greetings 
on you, but what does it mean to 
send peace and blessings upon 
you?' He said: 'Say: Allahumma 
s alii 'ala Muhammadin wa 'ala ali 
Muhammadin, kamd s allayia ‘ ala 
Tbrahima, innaka Hamidum Majid; 
Allahumma bank 'ala Muhammadin 
wa 'ala ali Muhammadin kamd 
bdrakta 'ala Ibrahima , innaka 
Hamidum Majid (O Allah, send 
Your grace, honor and mercy 
upon Muhammad and upon the 
family of Muhammad, as You 
sent Your grace, honor and mercy 
upon Ibrahim, You are indeed 
Praiseworthy, Most Glorious. O 
Allah, send Your blessings upon 
Muhammad and the family of 
Muhammad, as You sent Your 
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blessings upon Ibrahim, You are 
indeed Praiseworthy, Most 
Glorious).' " ( Sahih ) 
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905. It was narrated from Abu 
1 Inmaid As-Sa'di that they said: 
"O Messenger of Allah! We have 
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been commanded to send peace 
and blessings upon you. How 
should we send peace and 
blessings upon you?" He said: 
"Say: Allahumma salli 'ala 
Muhammadin wa azwajihi wa 
dhurriyatihi , kama sallayta 'ala 
Ibrahim ; wa bank ‘ala Muhammadin 
wa azwajihi wa dhurriyatihi kama 
bdrakta 'ala dli Ibrahim fil-'alamin, 
innaka Hamidum Majid ( O Allah, 
send Your grace, honor and 
mercy upon Muhammad and his 
wives and offspring, as You sent 
Your grace, honor and mercy 
upon Ibrahim. O Allah, send Your 
blessings upon Muhammad and 
his wives and offspring, as You 
sent Your blessings upon the 
family of Ibrahim among the 
nations. You are indeed 
Praiseworthy, Most Glorious)." 
(Sahih) 
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906. Aswad bin Yazid narrated 
that 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: 
"When you send peace and 
blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah jg, then do it well, for you 
do not know, that may be shown 
to him." They said to him: "Teach 
us." He said: "Say: ‘Allahumma 
aj'al saldtaka wa rahmataka wa 
barakdtika 'ala sayyidil-mursalin wa 
imamil-muttaqin wa khdtamin- 
nabiyyin, Muhammad ‘abdika wa 
Rasulika imarml-khayri (wa qa'idil- 
khair), wa Rasulir-rahmah . 
Allahummab'athhu maqamam 
mahmudan yaghbituhu bihil- 
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amwaluna wal-akhirun . Allahumina 
salli 'ala Muhammadin wa 'ala ali 
Muhammadin kania sallayta 'ala 
Ibrahim wa 'ala ali Ibrahim; 
Allahumma bank 'ala Muhammadin 
wa 'ala ali Muhammadin kama 
bdrakta 'ala Ibrahim wa 'ala ali 
Ibrahim, innaka Hamidum Majid (O 
Allah, send Your grace honor, 
mercy and blessings upon the 
leader of the Messengers, the 
Imam of the pious and the seal of 
the Prophets, Muhammad, Your 
slave and Messenger, the Imam of 
the good (and the leader) of the 
good, and the Messenger of 
mercy. O Allah, raise him to a 
station of praise and glory that 
will be the envy of the first and 
the last. O Allah, send Your grace, 
honor and mercy upon 
Muhammad and upon the family 
of Muhammad, as You sent Your 
grace, honor and mercy upon 
Ibrahim, You are indeed 
Praiseworthy, Most Glorious. O 
Allah, send blessings upon 
Muhammad and upon the family 
of Muhammad as You sent 
blessings upon Ibrahim and the 
family of Ibrahim, You are 
Praiseworthy, Most Glorious).'" 
(Da'if) 
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907. It was narrated that Asim 
bin 'Ubaidullah said: "I heard 
'Abdullah bin 'Amir bin Rabi'ah 
narrating from his father that the 
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Prophet fgg said: "There is no 
Muslim who sends peace and 
blessings upon me, but the angels 
will send peace and blessings 
upon him as long as he sends 
peace and blessings upon me. So 
let a person do a little of that or a 
lot." {Dd'if) 
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Comments: 


The Hadith specifies the excellence and the benefit of sending peace and 
blessings on the Prophet s|g, as well as exhorts the believers to recite them 


abundantly. 

908. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jij said: 'Whoever forgets to 
send peace and blessings upon 
me, then he has missed the road 
to Paradise.' " ( Da'if) 
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Virtuous deeds lead man to the Gardens of Paradise. And a man who 
neglects tire blessed deed of sending peace and blessings on the Prophet j|| 
will surely be neglectful of many other virtuous deeds. 


Chapter 26. What Is To Be 
Said During The Tashah-hud 
And Sending Salat Upon The 
Prophet jjg 
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909. Muhammad bin Abi 'Aishah 
said: "I heard Abu Hurairah say 
'that Messenger of Allah ij§{ said: 
'When anyone of you finishes the 
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last Taskah-hud, let him seek 
refuge with Allah from four 
things: From the torment of Hell, 
from the torment of the grave, 
from the trials of life and death, 
and from the Fitnah (tribulation) 
of Masihud-Daijal.' ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

'Let him seek refuge from four things'. This order of the Prophet ji§ can be 
complied with by reciting the Arabic recital meaning: "O Allah! I seek 
refuge with You from the torment of Hell, from the torment of the grave, 
from the trials of life and death, and from the tribulation of Masihud-Dajjal 
(False Christ)." 
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910. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jH said to a man: 'What do 
you say during your Salat?' He 
said: 'The Tashah-hud, then I ask 
Allah for Paradise, and I seek 
refuge with Him from Hell, but I 
do not understand what you and 
Mu'adh murmur (during Salat). 
He said: 'Our murmuring 
revolves around the same 
things/ " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The perception prevailing among the Sufis (Mystics) that they only do their 
deeds for the love of Allah and not out of desire for Paradise, or the fear of 
HelL is not right. Here is the Messenger of Allah $?§, the most beloved and 
nearest slave of Allah, the best informed person about the rights of Allah on 
His creatures on the one hand, and about the most appropriate manners of 
paying homage to Allah on the other. And yet he never tires of praying to 
Allah for admittance to Paradise and salvation from Hell. Paradise, it must 
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be remembered, is a synonym of the bounties of Allah. It is Paradise where 
the believers shall have the greatest bliss of looking at their Lord. Therefore, 
any hint of turning away from Paradise, is turning away from nearness to 
Allah, which is the very antithesis of love for Allah. Similarly, the feeling of 
fearlessness from Hell is the feeling of fearlessness from the wrath of Allah, 
which is not a trait befitting a true believer. 


Chapter 27. Pointing In 
Tashah-hud 

911. It was narrated from Malik 
bin Numair Al-Khuza'i that his 
father said: "I saw the Prophet fp 
putting his right hand on his right 
thigh during prayer, and pointing 
with his finger." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Pointing with the finger in Tashah-hud is a part of Suntiah. 

b. Only the right hand finger should be used for pointing. (See:913) 

c. The position of the hand during pointing shall be discussed in the coming 
Ahadith. 


912. It was narrated that Wall 
bin Hujr said: "I saw the Prophet 
M, making a circle with his thumb 
and middle finger, and raising the 
one next to it (the index finger), 
supplicating with it during the 
Tashah-hud." (Sahih) 

. O UL db-j t Ida. 

913. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Prophet |1§ used to 
sit during prayer, putting his 
hands on his knees and raising his 
right finger which was next to his 
thumb, supplicating with it, and 
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with his left hand (spread out) on 
his knee. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Pointing with finger is done only in Tashah-hud and not during the 
worshiper' s sitting between the two prostrations. The words 'Sitting during 
prayer' in the context of this Hadith mean, as was made dear under 
Hadith : 912, sitting for Tashah-hud. 

b. The left hand, during Tashah-hud, shall be in the same position as usual 
during the sitting between the two prostrations. The position for the right 
hand as described in this Hadith is as follows: Making a ring by joining the 
thumb with the middle finger and raising the forefinger (also known as the 
finger of attestation, which is next to the thumb) and pointing with it. The 
two remaining fingers are kept closed. ( Surum Abu Dawud: 987) Another 
version reported in this connection is as follows: Putting the thumb on the 
lowest part of the forefinger and closing the remaining three fingers. This 
has been described in Ahadith as forming a ring like fifty-three (figures used 
in Arabic)(SaMi Muslim : 115) 


Chapter 28. The Tasiim 
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914. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 |§ used to say the Salam to 
his right and his left, until the 
whiteness of his cheek could be 
seen (saying): “As-salamu 'alaikum 
wa rahmatullah (Peace be upon 
you and the mercy of Allah)/' 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. As mentioned under H:2 75 and 276, Tasiim (salutation), is the proper way 
to signal the end of prayer. 
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b. Several versions of 'salutation' or 'greetings' are proven in the Sunnah , such 
as (i) As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah — As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah 
(as we will see under H. 916), (ii) As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah wa 
barakdtuhu — As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah wa barakdtahu ( Bulugh Al - 
Maram by Ibn Hajar: 252), (iii) As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah wa 
barakdtuhu to the right and As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatullah to the left 
{Sunan Abu-Da'wud : 987), (iv) Finishing the prayer with just one Taslim is 
also in order. But while saying a single Salam, the face must be turned to 
the right just a little (Jdmi' At-Tirmidhi : 2 96). 


915. It was narrated from 'Amir 
bin Sa'd, from his father, feat fee 
Messenger of Allah m used to say 
the Salam to his right and to his 
left. (Sahib) 
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916. It was narrated that 'Ammar 
bin Yasir said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|g used to say fee Scddm to 
his right and to his left, until the 
whiteness of his cheek could be 
seen (saying): 'As-salamu 'alaikum 
wa rahmatullah, as-saldmu 'alaikum 
wa rahmatullah.'" ( Sahih ) 
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917. It was narrated that Abu if yp if ^ hiJu- - MV 

Musa said: "Ali led us in prayer 
on the day of (fee battle of) the 
Camel, in a way that reminded us 
of the prayer of the Messenger of 
Allah i§. Either we had forgotten 
it or we had abandoned it. He 
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said the Salam to his right and to - * ...... - y. .... - 
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Chapter 29. The One Who U-Lli JLjI ^ - (Y4 p^Jl) 

Says One Salam 
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918. ' Abdul-Muhaimin bin - 4VA 

'Abbas bm SaH bin Sa'd As-Sa y idi s ^ ^ __ , . 

narrated from Ms father, from Ms if. A* x>~k>- ■ ^yj (jji 

grandfather, that the Messenger of t' i4 J t ^O jJLs -1 .Oi -Jl 

Allah gg said one Taslim to the ^ " - ' ' s ( - * 

front. {Da' if) sl»4j iLiiJ |§; 4i' of ;a^- 
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Comments: 

'Said ore Taslim to the front' means he did not turn his face on both 
sides as is the usual practice in saying Salam, but turned Ms face a little to 
the right once, as has already been discussed in comments on H. 914. 

919. It was narrated from xf &jS- : jlli ^ * &J&- - 414 

Hisharn bin 'Uwrah, from his , , „ • 


father, from 'Aishah, that the -e*-> ^ L: ^ U '^ U ^ <* ^ 

Messenger of Allah jig used to say 4J J ^ ^ .lI* ^ ^1 

one Salam, to the front. (Da'if) 7' , " c tf * 7* 
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920. It was narrated that Salamah : g ^J! ^ jZ^J» ^1>- - V ( 1 

bin Akwa' said: "1 saw the *1 ' * *' >» - 

Messenger of Allah performing ‘-sir 1 ‘ Ajd ^ cr^i ’ 

the prayer, and he said one djfj : JU g^sVl ^ lili ^ tiili 

Salam." (Da'if) ^ 
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Chapter 30. Responding To 
The Imam's Salam 

921. It was narrated from 
Samurah bin Jundub that the 
Prophet |lg said: "When the Imam 
says the Salam, then respond to 
him." (Da' if) 


922. If was narrated that 
Samurah bin Jundab said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 0 
commanded us to greet our Imam 
with Salam, and to greet one 
another with Salam.'' ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Both these Ahadith are 'Weak'. As such the command concerning the 
response is not proved. 
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Chapter 31. The Imam 
Should Not Supplicate For 
Himself Only 

923. It was narrated that 
Thawban said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|t said: 'No person should 
lead others in prayer, then 
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supplicate only for himself and 
not for them. If he does that, he 
has betrayed them/ " (Hasan) 
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Chapter 32. What Is To Be 
Said After The Salam 

924. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "When the Messenger of 
Allah i§ said the Salam, he would 
sit only for as long as it took to 
say: 'Alldhumma Antas-Saldm wa 
minkas-salam . Tabdrakta yd Dhal- 
jaldli wal-ikram. (O Allah, You are 
As-Salam. 111 From You is all 
peace, blessed are You O 
Possessor of majesty and 
honor).'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 
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a. This invocation must be recited after each obligatory prayer. 

b. The text mentioned in the Hadith is the only part of the invocation proven 
in the Sunnah. Other sentences, are the creation of the people's own mind. 


925. It was narrated from Umm 
Salamah that when the Prophet 
jg performed the Snbh, while he 
said the Salam, he would say: 
‘Alldhumma inni as'aluka 'ilman 
nafi'an, wa rizqan tayyiban, wa 
‘ amalan mutaqabbalan (O Allah, I 
ask You for beneficial knowledge, 
goodly provision and acceptable 
deeds)/" (Sahih) 
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^ The One Who is free from all defects and deficiencies. 
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Comments: 

It is an inclusive invocation. The Messenger of Allah i§§ often used to recite 
invocations that were comprehensive, but characterized by the economy of 
words and abundance of meaningful ideas. 


926. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: "The 
Messenger of Allah $H said: 
'There are two characteristics 
which no Muslim man acquires 
but he will enter Paradise. They 
are easy but those who do them 
are few. At the end of every 
prayer he should glorify Allah (by 
saying Subhan Allah) ten times, 
extol Him (by saying AllS.hu 
Akbar) ten times, and praise Him 
(by saying Al-Hamdu Lillah) ten 
times.' I saw the Messenger of 
Allah s|§ counting them on his 
hand. 'That is one hundred and 
fifty (after all the prayers of the 
day) on the tongue, and one 
thousand and five hundred on the 
Scale. And when he goes to his 
bed, let him glorify Allah and 
praise Him and extol Him one 
hundred times. That will be one 
hundred on the tongue and one 
thousand on the Scale. Who 
among you does two thousand 
and five hundred evil actions in 
one day?' They said: 'Who would 
not be keen to do that?' He said: 
'But the Shaitan comes to anyone 
of you while he is performing 
prayer and says: "Remember such 
and such, remember such and 
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such/' until the person becomes 
distracted and does not 
understand (what he is saying). 
And he comes to him when he is 
in his bed, and makes him sleepy 
such that he sleeps.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Saying Subhan- Allah , Al Hamdu-I Allah, and Alldhu Akbar ten times each at 
the end of the obligatory prayer is acceptable, and so is saying each of them 
thirty-three times, as we shall see in the next Hadith . 

b. Reciting brief invocations proved from Sunnah are better than repeating 
lenthy supplications not proved from Sunnah. 

c. 'That is one hundred and fifty on the tongue' means that these thirty 
(phrases) when recited after the five obligatory prayers will make up a total 
of one hundred and fifty (phrases). 

927. It was narrated, that Abu iSi ~ 

Dharr said: "It was said to the / . „ „ , 

Prophet m and perhaps (one of erf jr% u* ut 4jl * 4 ** 

the narrators) Sufyan said: I said: - j|g * ?\\ Jj : Jli ji yj ‘-j. i.tj\ 

O Messenger of Allah! Those who s r . t / t , , ' ^ 

have property and wealth have -5“* ** ^ -obb, Jli Uijj 

surpassed us in reward. They say ^ J; ,j_\ J|-^| jif CJA. 

the same as we do, and they , " ' 7 •> - _ j „ r 

spend but we do not spend.' He : J • jhi Jyi L IS 

said to me: 'Shall I not tell you . j-pj .. .>>-•« > .( . &* •$ 

something which, if you do it, ' v ' " ' ; ' ' 

you will catch up with those who J/ ,J. '&\ j <. ^ 

have surpassed you and you will , ^ - , 
excel over those who come after ^ u • 

you? Praise Allah (by saying Al- . U>)fj < jdSbj 

Hamdu Lillah) after every prayer, , „ „ t 

and glorify Him (by saying ■ £j\ (gjs\ N :oQi Jls 

Subhan-Allah) and extol Him (by 
saying Alldhu Akbar), thirty-three, 
and thirty-three, and thirty-four 
times/" Sufyan said: "I do not 
know which of them was to be 
recited thirty-four times." ( Sahih ) 


fcts 
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t <U Jpr ...... IJ “jCa 
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t A^j f- 1 i Ao (j Uu* l 

Comments: 


/yi i I A>-y?~ 1 ajlud) ' fyjfzj 

. \ o A j o r 1 .UP 1 (j aJ j (, V t A . 7 - 


'Catch up with those who have surpassed you' means that those who have 
gone ahead of you in rank by doing many virtuous deeds, you can outdo 
them by engaging in the remembrance of Allah. And those who do more 
virtuous deeds but neglect the remembrance of Allah cannot attain ranks as 
high as you. The message that we get from the Hadith is that, alongside 
other virtuous deeds, it is also necessary that we focus on reciting the praise 
and remembrance of Allah. 


928. Thawban narrated that 
when he finished his prayer, the 
Messenger of Allah jg would ask 
for forgiveness three times, then 
he would say: "AllShumma Antas- 
Salam zva minkas-saldm tabarakta yd 
Dhal-jaldli wal-ikram" (O Allah, 
You are As-Salam and from You 
is all peace. Blessed are You O 
Possessor of majesty and honor)." 
(Sahih) 


h>A?- : juf — ^YA 

*■' - *• " 

^ Jf t£Uj 

! (J la . ^Jywa ^ ! llj *A>- ; <J ^ 

:jL1p yj 

c) y#j ‘ jj! 

tai t!)i5 4jj ! 

fSlDl ^13l» : J jtp £56 


t Aiiv? jLjjj -Uu ^SUJl <— 


Chapter 33. Departing After 
Completing The Prayer 

929. It was narrated from 
Qabisah bin Hulb that his father 
said: "The Prophet iff led us (in 
prayer), and he used to depart 
from both sides, (i.e. from either 
side)." (Hasan) 


d! f- 1 : 

Ija - or 

(VY a^UsJt 

l£U :£Li ^ dUii l&U- - AY^ 
Cf. ‘‘^hf If <lr* 


dlST ^ iail ^ :JU £ J\ If ts ii 

. ( j r & j 


<L£ *v_jL tijli jjV 

i 1 ^ ^ J c <S k ^ ^ U-v« t y> d-j Jp- ^ ^ ^ 
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Comments: 

'It is a part of Sunnah that, after finishing the prayer, the Imam turns his 
back to the Qiblah and sits facing the people. In order to do this, it is the 
same whether he turns to his right or to his left after finishing the prayer. 

930. It was narrated that Aswad 


said: "'Abdullah (bin Mas'ud) 
said: 'None of you should 
apportion within himself a part 
(of his prayer) thinking that it is a 
right of Allah upon him that he 
must only turn to his right to 
leave after finishing the prayer. I 
saw the Messenger of Allah #| 
and most of tire time he turned to 
his left.' " {Sahib) 


* ^ dt* tda>- — * 

'.did ht 

d^p 

Si : 4U \ l!*p JU : Jli 1 4 s j L *p 

<£'ji t \*y? id 0 U 2 — Ail 

t jp ^ y^C . j Sf 4 - 1 p a li&- oi 

^ ^ 4JJ I 0*J Ij 

. CjLL) ( jS> 

^ V<V: C tJU-dlj Cj* dr 8 L 7 J t 

Comments: ' 

The Companions were so careful about innovations that even with regard 
to seemingly insignificant things, they considered it imperative to follow tire 
Sunnah all in all. 

931. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, that 
his grandfather said: "I saw the 
Prophet departing to his right 
and to his left when he finished 
the prayer." (Hasan) 


\T\ 


JSU c/. % ^ 

0 .. J a'*, * « \ ., * 

S -d- id id “-t-i*" 1 Cf- id* id 

hdi *2??. id ddi ‘-'iL 

.0 dCaft fjj ojLlf 

dU^JI CUj-o- d/ 1 ^ I 0 1 1 * 0 ‘ IVA 4 W t /I : ju^4 ^ jd\ 

. Ua, 4 J t>- j : i <J lij ^ 4, 


932. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah j§§ said the 
Salam, the women would stand 
up when he finished his Taslim, 
and he would stay where he was 
for a little while before standing 
up. (i.e. to depart)." (Sahib) 
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^-3 \j+*mJ 4jI5Co ^3 p-> 4 ^/lA l 


( j-« AV * C A t *\ l AW : ^ <h^L <3? j>~\ I 

. <L> ,‘y ,wp& I yl 

Comments: * ' **■ 

The participation of ladies, alongside with men, in the prayer of 
congregation is a proven Sunnah . However, their praying at home is 
preferable- (See Sunan Abu Dazoud : 567) 

Chapter 34. If The Time For lij - (Tf p^Jl) 

£S2S2“ *”* <" &’» 


Chapter 34. If The Time For Cj'j4&- lij - (rt ^^Jl) 

Has y Been“ en *”* <" W«tfi &» 

933. It was narrated from Anas ddii G£U- r^CU ^Liu llui - “tYT 

bin Malik that the Messenger of . ^ , s .* „ 

Allah m said: "If food is served & er* 1 ^ di 1 

and the Iqdmah for prayer is *UjJl Caj lil# : Jtl |§ 4l J ^ Sf 
given, then start with the food." ' > J , 

(Sahih) . #fUi3L IjUJU c^dit} 

o s^UaJ! aa!^ c_jL ta>-Lw_dl t I 

. bj PLa^i 00 V:*- t!«Jl . . . tjb>Jl 

Comments: 

If a man is hungry and food has been served, then even while praying, his 
hunger will continue to distract his attention away from the prayer. It is, 
therefore, advisable that he first eat his food so that he is in a better position 
to concentrate on his prayer. 

934. It was narrated from Nafi' sS- t&U- : ^ y>}\ tli- - \Ti 

that Ibn 'Umar said: "The . _ , t ts , 

Messenger of Allah M said: 'If ut 1 Cf d* ‘•rtUi 1 ^ 'vd 1 ^ 1 
food is served and the Iqdmah for (1|» ^ 4)1 Jb : dlj 'J& 

prayer is given, then start with /, »/ , ,, . „ 

the food " . KpLLi lib c - JL jtj £ Li>J I 

He said: “Ibn 'Umar ate dinner > „ t!.i -> > . « 

one night while he could hear the 4 ■ *-** 

Iqdmah.'' (Sahih) .lib'll 


934. It was narrated from Nafi' 
that Ibn 'Umar said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jg§ said: 'If 


^A j 4 dJ jvi' ^ l \ d U 


. iiUN I 


)) 0 ^ ^ t . . . ^Idall & 6 jhdl L i j t o t *\f .4 v t ~\T : ^ 

. . — J 1 


935. It was narrated from 'Aishah J44. 
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that the Messenger of Allah j|| 
said: "If food is ready and the 
Iqamah is being given, then start 
with the food." ( Sahih ) 


>« J 1/ •" f '''a > ° ♦ |^* > 

( 1 ^ i ^P 111 Jj>-J . ^ 0 

^ LLft c ^S~j 

41) 1 ^ 1 tp C 4-j i t 6 

<Z.++*3 \j £Lt*JI 1SJ® I Jli 


. tt^.UiJUU IjlJjll to^Ucall 

^jA O'oAi^ tjjLJl i—tUi 4 o £ *yo i ^ 

. 4j |» ULft C-j Jl?- 

Comments: 

The order to eat first is for conditions of extreme hunger, otherwise it 
would be highly improper to avoid the prayer in congregation. And Allah 
knows best. 

Chapter 35. Prayer In aUJI ^ ^ - (To ^Jt) 

Congregation On A Rainy " * " * , * * . a . 

Night (vt 

936. It was narrated that Abu ^.f t: Jc. y\ £&£. - «tm 

Maiih said: "I went out on a rainy __ s , , 

night (for congregational prayer), J* h* 

and when I came back I asked for a'JZ iti J dJ-> :JU 
the door to be opened. My father ' “ , •' 

said: 'Who is this?' I said: 'Abu If c-^j llli 

Maiih/ He said: 'We were with , , , ,, r >.f. • ^ . '♦.£ 

the Messenger of Allah £ at C ^ ’ JU 

Hudaybiyah and it rained a little, j5 j)J Slli j§| <Sul 

such that the soles of our sandals . , ,, " r , , « 

did not get wet. The announcer of ^ ^ ‘ ' ' ^ " 

the Messenger of Allah |g called . k^U-j | iJL>» 

out: 'Perform prayer at your 
camps.' " (Sahih) 

4 (^5* 4j4^>dl 4^t> i SyCail 4J,h y)\ 4*>-y>-\ [|»U3e^ I 

I 4^3^45 J) 10 J^A ^ ® V : ^ 4 ! J44P ^ 4 ai l>- ^ ^ , -r- 

. ^Aailj 4^S : t*Jtj 40U^- 4 *4qjy>- 

Comments: 

a. It is permitted to pray at home in rainy conditions. 

b. On such occasions the Mu'adh-dhin should call out to the people to perform 
their prayers at their homes and camps. 

937. It was narrated that Ibn ; _^j| V; j '&Jt - <\rv 

'Umar said: "On rainy nights or 
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on cold windy nights, the 
Messenger of Allah 0 would 
summon his announcer to call 
out: 'Perform prayer at your 
camps/" ( Sahih ) 

I 

<• b>t-J i iJJLP J a 3 _j l 4 j I i 


•* * of •** if a ^ a >o "? i/! ^ 

a* <j* tc rL*' if iA ~rf oi 0 La+* 

(_£Pllj (Jjd. j ijlS^ : Jli yS’ ^,1 

SpjUl aLUI jl CDjdtdl ddjl ^5 4 4jplh 

. ^ S djli 

4 Pjb jj\ 

y> 4 *j-hdl dJJl j\ oPjUl 

. t ^ V : ^ 4 — a i i nt 


938. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet |g said, 
on a Friday that was rainy: 
"Perform prayer at your camps." 
(Hasan) 


fc^U-dU if; a y-L 

939. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Harith bin Nawfal 
that Ibn 'Abbas commanded the 
Mu 'adh-dhin to call the Adhan one 
Friday, which was a rainy day. 
He said: “Allahu Akbar , Allahu 
Akbar, Ashhadu an la ilaha illallah, 
Ashhadu anna Muhammadan 
Rasulullah (Allah is the Most 
Great, Allah is Most Great, I bear 
witness that none has the right to 
be worshiped but Allah, I bear 
witness that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah)." Then he 
(Ibn 'Abbas) said: "Proclaim to 
the people that they should pray 
in their houses." The people said 
to him: "What is this that you 
have done?" He said: "One who 


xJ- ^ ^JS)\ xJ> &U - WA 

j ^y> : . pti^j i 

ttpUpcj p-l las- - (Jli 4 jy&X* pLp 

j <. Jii i§ if if 


UVl: 


a ‘**O st j; 1 [,>->-] : go*" 


jfj tjj-Jx cjlSj (jj 

- I j ^JbLwJ] 


>\ % £ jui5 - W 

JLflp 

y°,\ j! jij; ^ ejjUJl 4il oli ^ 

<.’£\ iiii 4^1 Hi i : jlii ^ vluij 
dt ig-tl .41)1 *1) ill S (jt 

I ! tJU .4ill 

^ jj l IJlA La : L3 1 <d (J 

jf jJ* 'j* IAa *<JlS 

iS^ ir 1 ^ zf df 1 <J f 

o ' * \ f * ' * f 


^ 0 ■* ✓ o f 
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is better than me did that. Are 
you telling me that I should bring 
the people out of their houses and 
make them come to me wading 
through mud up to their knees?" 
(Sahih) 


; jLs? tot jhf 1 ^ 'sVSJ I cob’ll 

. t) y> I ^ t ^lidl ^y JL>- ^11 <y a j . 1 ,. ^1 1 yt t<yyL~dl 

Comments: 

Permission to perform the prayer at home because of rain applies not only 
to the five daily prayers, but also to the Friday prayers. 


Chapter 36. What Suffices As 
A Sutrah (Screen) For One 
Performing Prayer 

940. It was narrated from Musa 
bin Talhah that his father said: 
"We used to perform prayer 
while the beasts were passing in 
front of us. That was mentioned 
to the Messenger of Allah j§§ and 
he said: Tf something like the 
handle of a saddle^ 1 ' is placed in 
front of anyone of you, it will not 
matter whoever passes in front of 
him." (Sahih) 


JUXil U 4^ - Of 3 

(Vo tUdl) 

:j£ hi # o? iUi G&- - 

c v >i J! iSLL- -f <.£f £ jli |gj£ 
&S :JU iJ If iSiit If 

■* 1 ^ ^ £ t ys £ i ^ ? > 

I^JJS 4 UjJu! ^ J 

Ji^JI Sy>-3* Jia® ail 

y s>» ** li-'i oya 

. <A^ji If, 


cjJI 




IjLasS\ Jl a ji.- UjL ta^Udl ter f\ ! 


Comments: 


. <j a ^ ( y t ^ ^ ^ 


a. How high (or what type) a Sutrah (a symbolic barrier or screen in front of 
the worshipper) should be, is determined by this Hadith, which is equal to 
the 'handle of a saddle' in height. The handle referred to is about one-and- 
a-quarter or one-and-a-half feet in height. A Sutrah should, therefore, be of 
this minimum height. 

b. The Sutrah is a mark, which determines that whoever passes in front of the 
worshipper, should pass from beyond that mark, not from within it. 


[1) It is the piece of wood on the camel saddle which is held on to. (Explanation by Sindi.) 
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941. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "A small spear 
( Harbah ) would be brought out to 
die Prophet §t when he was 
travelling; he would plant it (in the 
ground) to perform prayer while 
facing it." ( Sahih ) 




: t t : c 4jiU- 


10 : c CSJl 51 iUi - M\ 

(y- can! alle ^ c [jtfjl ^1 4i! 
M ^51 OVS :JU 3^ ^1 ^ 

LjUoa 4 yLD( ^ ify 5 ' - d 

.IfeJl 


« r...t ^LA/j '■ ' t tojCdl 1 


1 a — 4. 0 * ! : q ... a jX» ^11 ojl ..itU A) . . — >L 

^ “i hi 1 

Comments: 


This shows that the Prophet (|g) was particular about the Sutrah even 
during his journeys. 


942. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "The Messenger of Allah 
had a reed mat that he would 
spread out during the day, and 
make into a compartment at 
night, towards which he would 
perform prayer." (Sahih) 


0^ ! cJU <u£jIp JLp ^1 

„ s .„ ... : ... ;■ 


Ja~j ii§| 4it 


,«3i 


i . t » f 

c^AL-d! 53^ c pJCwa_j? tVV*:^ cJAJI 0 jb? v — »tj ujbV! 

■o ^ A.iUp- ^yi V(VY *. ^ . . . 0 jX' j o* (Cjih! 

.S/ ji“- 

Comments: 


This confirms the binding nature of the Sutrah even inside one's house. 


943. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet $|g said: 
"When anyone of you performs 
prayer, let him put something in 
front of him. If he cannot find 
anything then let him put a stick. 
If he cannot find one, then let him 
draw a line. Then it will not 
matter if anything passes in front 
of him." (Da'if) 


: jXj jjl tc-iU' a Lkr>- — <ur 
Cy, (Jrf’ Ld-j filuA : V 1 ^ ahd>- LI jl>- 

.<* . .4? . . r.e* rf 3 , , . ',iA 

wA> L Jj ij*- jWP - ^ ! 

0 "i I < ». | ff < x-A ,* o "f !>•* ji 

4 A*a 1 Aj> ^jP t J uUi 

hi Jydp ^ oiC. jjlp y^l je 

t x «T } O *vr. > A- » x ^ 

orf Lrf ‘(*^ hi t^r Cj* 

°^A^\ iip : JA5 ^ h^ 
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TV tlAVj- t Lap -L>«j p Is) -k> Jl i_jL t-sjbjh 4s- [*— dd] '. pjj>zj 

UdaJlj i 41«P ^j obi*** A4*w>_j ijL>- ^jlj I4^jyf- 0*?! 44; ^)*pb~*) doas- tO^ 1 

. .-jfjdi y*j i^-»jJ>j 3i*Jl ^ 


Chapter 37. Passing In Front 
Of Someone Who Is 
Performing Prayer 

944. Busr bin Sa'ecd said: "They 
sent me to Zaid bin Khalid to ask 
him about passing in front of one 
who is performing prayer. He 
told me that the Prophet jjg; said: 
'Waiting for forty is better than 
passing in front of one who is 
performing prayer.' " ( Sahih ) 

(One of the narrators) Sufyan 
said: "I do not know if he meant 
forty years, months, days, or 
hours." 

Comments: 


jjjdl *— ■’h - (W 

$ pO 

(Vi JUdJ I 

odi l£U -.J& # fli* (&U- - Hit 

j~i if >■ j~i ~ h (dC. 5^ ‘Aide* jjl 

' , . V - " * ,r - ; 

di. <j5 

i^JUod! JJjdt illi! 

d^ s ip <J$ ! 

*<> »> >-• * $ c -*‘t v ^ ■'■i'f 

• j*i Jl j* 4) ‘Orfij' 

j 1 4 Alii I ^ jS 1 * d bdd <J U 

- ApLJ* jl L U-lCd 4 I 
.(jli/l _d=J 1 '. 


a. Passing in front of one who is performing prayer is a sin of such magnitude, 
that even waiting for long periods of time for it is worth the wait. 

b. The narrators of Ahadith were so discreet in narrating a Hadith that they 
made it a point to mention any point of doubt in its wording or detail. 


945. It was narrated from Busr 
bin Sa'eed that Zaid bin Khalid 
sent word to Abu Juhaim Al- 
Ansari asking him: "What did 
you hear from the Prophet ^ 
about a man who passes in front 
of another man when he is 
performing prayer?" He said: "I 
heard the Prophet t|g saying: 'If 


:y>j Hid-: -add d & - Tta 

4 j . /? ■ ' i I t I b^ ^f ^ d bi*^ bi ap- 

J\ Jda 1 if, Aj d[ a~*^* £ 

dJLw U :aK^ J 
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anyone of you knew (how great is . s> , ; e . * ^ < 

the sin involved) when he passes 4 -’* i ^ ^ ‘•Z ^ 

in front of his brother who is . ■ "»£ $1 ‘ J n \ y-b <u>4 

performing prayer, then waiting . f ' .t 

for forty/" (one of the narrators) J 1 h&J 

said: "I do not know if he meant adJi aJ *jJ.n Ly* j\ <. T^js 

forty years, forty months, or forty 

days, 'would be better for him 

than that. " {Sahib) 

l jdw* J tO\ 1 t ..Sl'vW jtdl i llj i D j\ . S>j I I * 

. <j Jt ^1 ^y> 0 » V : ^ t ^Lm2aJ| jtdl c_j!j 16 jbai\ 


946. It was narrated that Abu 
Huraiiah said: "The Prophet s|g 
said: 'If anyone of you knew (how 
great is the sin involved) in 
passing in front of his brother 
while he is performing prayer, 
waiting for one hundred years 
would be better for him than one 
step that he takes.' " {Da'if} 


|*L«^[1 dU J l~ ..a 


Chapter 38. What Severs The 
Prayer^ 

947. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Prophet was 
performing prayer at 'Arafat, and 
Fadl and I came riding a female 
donkey. We passed in front of 


Idjj- ! ‘U.d 1 if. fi 1 — ^ 1 T 

if. ^ if. ^ if c ^Cj 
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dll' ipf4*S! 
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0 , >UaJ! L» i_j - CPA p^jwJO 

(VV iUd!) 

l£U :-j\U -j flA* t£U - <UV 

jlf' ^ 4ll dlle If 11 ^ cdCli 

0 *J}\ b\S : JIS i)\ if tail 


111 Regarding the things mentioned that ‘sever’ the prayer, As-Sindi commented on number 
949: “The obvious implication of this Hadith is that a dog which passes by, or other 
than that, mentioned in this Hadith, invalidates the prayer. And some people said 
fltis. But the majority hold the opposite view. This is how Nawawi and others 
explained it; that the meaning of 'severing' is 'diminishing' it due to the distraction of 
the heart by these things." 
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part of the row, then we y - »• ■ 

dismounted and left the donkey, <J ^ P ' -> 

and we came and joined the !_££. 

row." ( Sahih ) ? , . ' . . , 

. c^avdl ^ IlUo c LfcLSjjj 

t A*U 1 1 *\Y t Vi ! ^ c jJwail ^Lw lm y > - 1 — > tj t pddl t • firlfZ 

t^Jl ... a yujl S^CaJI ^31 t _ 5 UaUl cjIj ta^ivati j 1 1 1 VY t. AA&V 

. M _jhaj l^szaXiMJ A, lS_P>_} 31 lUiAs- ^ 0 • J : ^ 


948. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "The Prophet H; 
was performing prayer in the 
house of Umm Salamah, and 
'Abdullah or 'Umar bin Abu 
Salamah passed in front of him; 
he gestured with his hand, and he 
went back. Then Zainab bint 
Umm Salamah passed in front of 
him, and he gestured with his 
hand, but she kept going. When 
the Messenger of Allah s|§ 
finished his prayer, he said: 
'These (women) are more 
stubborn.'" ( Da'if) 


l£U :td J\ 'j. jZ y\ £jU- - MA 
if k^° if ’■•k-) if. <u ^' 1 if ‘■gfJ 

o " * » I • 9^.^> 5 I ** s' ^ o* 
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**•'' a O' ss ° * ♦ 7 " * 

Jl»p 4j Ju t ‘U-L* 1 e ^ ^yuvfij 

. 6 Jl^3 jjJ jl t4A)l 

" h i'T > * * '•' •*"' ' ' S> 

(J Ids lAa JLa> C-w . £s>- jS> 

4iil t d^/i^v5 fc 1*A5 vA oJlaj 

. f :JU 


^ <ul ^ :JUj ttj ^ Y'U/v.u^l as-^I [J;«S oiL^ij] : 

< o J l^x 3 t gr'j Lad cJU>JI ia«I ^ ^ j jjir) 

. ^Ji ... aSjw? ^ L^-j IS* : (_£ d 35 j ts 

Comments: 

'Abdullah, 'Umar and Zainab a|i are all the children of Abu Salamah 4S 
After the death of Abu Salamah the Prophet 0. had married Umm 
Salamah, and these children were raised under the care of the Prophet ||§. 
All three are, therefore, redkoned among the young Companions, as they 
had the good fortune of seeing the Prophet 0, in their childhood. 


949. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet 0, said: 
"The prayer is severed by a black 
dog and a woman who has 
reached the age of menstruation." 
(Sahih) 
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950. It was narrated from Abu 
Huraiiah that the Prophet |gj said: 
"The prayer is severed by a 
woman, a dog and a donkey." 
( Sahih ) 


: <_dlb jj\ ^ Jaj hLl4 - 

{ j^ <. i du>- : ^LjLa 114* LjJl?- 
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951. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mughaffal that the 
Prophet 3 |§ said: "The prayer is 
severed by a woman, a dog and a 
donkey." (Sahih) 


op ^ !&£■ - U \ 

4<oll3 t Uj-L>~ IJ^Lpi) 
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952. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Samit from Abu 
Dharr, that the Prophet jg said: 
"The prayer is severed by a 
woman, a donkey, and a black 
dog, if there is not something like 
the handle of a saddle in front of 
a man." I ('Abdullah) said; "What 
is wrong with a black dog and 
not a red one?" He (Abu Dharr) 
said: 'I asked the Messenger of 
Allah M the same question, and 
he said: "The black dog is a 
Shaitan (satan)." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

There is a divergence of opinion among the scholars as to whether or not the 
prayer is severed by passing of the above mentioned. A section of the 
scholars believes; that they do sever the prayer as is evident from the words 
of Haditk taken at face value. The second section interprets the Arabic: word 
yMjta’u to mean 'diminish the quality' because of distraction in concentration 
and devotion. There is also a third group that says that the Hadith stands 
abrogated by another Hadith which says: 'La yaqta’us-salata shai'un' nothing 
severs the prayer. This last opinion is certainly preferable. For details please 
see Ahmad Shakir the Egyptian's Notes on Al-Muhalla by Ibn Hazm: Ruling 
385, Vol.4,pp.13-14, Bar Al-Jial, Beirut, Mir'atul-Mafatih and Injaz Al-Hdjah. 


Chapter 39. Stopping (The 
Passing Person) As Much As 
Possible 

953. it was narrated that Hasan 
Al-TJrani said: "Mention was 
made in the presence of Ibn 
'Abbas about what severs the 
prayer. They mentioned a dog, a 
donkey and a woman. He said: 
'What do you say about kids 
(young goats)? The Messenger of 
Allah *§§ was performing prayer 
one day, when a kid came and 
wanted to pass in front of him. 
The Messenger of Allah #J 
preceded if toward the Qiblnh. (to 
tighten the space and prevent it 
from passing in front of him)."' 
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Comments: 


jUj aJU-j t IJ j* JlS_j 




Lp /pi y* (^y yd!) /y— ^>J*! : /~*P /yij JU 


a: The worshiper must not alow anything to pass in front of him. 

b. The Messenger of Allah m preceded towards the front in; order to tighten 
the space so that the kid (or lamb) passed from behind. 

c. It seems that 'Abdullah bin Abbas interpreted the term 'severing the prayer' 
by the passing of these things as disruption in concentration and devotion. 
He did not see in it the need to redo the prayer: That is the reason why he 
spoke the words: "The Messenger of Allah jgg preceded it (the kid or lamb) 
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toward the Qiblah" although nobody believes that their passing would 
sever the prayer. 


954. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Abu Sa'eed 
that his father said: "The 
Messenger of Allah agf said: 
'When anyone of you performs 
prayer, let him pray facing 
towards a Sutrah, and let him get 
close to it, and not let anyone 
pass in front of him. If someone 
comes and wants to pass in front 
of him, let him fight him, for he is 
a Shaitan (satan)/ " ( Sahih ) 


uJ jj I tiuA- — ^ o £ 

° i 0 ^* 0 0 * ° I #• ♦ It, 

oi ^ Jo* ^ 

If '■•&!« yrff (jj. 
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uAl slA jli . jjji ^ [IjA-I] g-il 
.fljUiLi iu . ibulii 4^*1 
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Comments: 


a. We must stop anyone trying to pass between the worshiper and the Sutrah. 
If he refuses to stop, we must stop him by force. And if the situation 
demands, we should not hesitate to even push him away. This is the real 
purport of the Prophet's command to 'fight' him. 

b. Anyone who tries to pass in front of the worshipper has been dubbed by 
the Prophet g asa Shaitan, because he has obviously been deluded by the 
Shaitan into doing it. 


955. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar that the 
Messenger of Allah sg| said: 
"When anyone of you is 
performing prayer, he should not 
let anyone pass in front of Mm. If 
he insists then let him fight him, 
for he has a Qarin (devil- 
companion) with him." (Sahih) 
(One of the narrators) Al- 
Munkadiri said: "He has al-'Uzza 
with him." [1] 


4J1IUJI jiil u!p ^ jjjU tijA- - ‘tao 
<&■ .AMS ijjSXil SjlS ^ j 

4 0 hip (jj (jP 4 ciL-ii jjl 

c)1 j 44 P (jj 4)1 Jup (jP 4jl4u yj 41-LA ( yp 
fi-iA-f jU ill* :JlI 4) ! J yL,j 


jji 4 4 jij | j~> y*t luA-f gJu 4 ^.Ljaj 

■ *** il)^ 4 4bliiii ^1 

<jU :(_5juSuUl Jlij 


I1} That is Hasan bin Dawud (and they say: ‘Abdullah) AI-Munkadiri one of the two that 
Ibn Majah narrated it from. Hie Hadifh is also recorded by Muslim and Ahmad 
without this statement, so it is clear that it is from Munkadiri alone. 
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Chapter 40. One Who 
Performs Prayer With 
Something Between Himself 
And The Prayer Direction 

956. It was narrated from 
'Aishah: "The Prophet #g used to 
pray at night, and I was laying 
between him and the prayer 
direction, as a (body for a) funeral 
horizontally.'" {Sahib) 


(V 1 ! ia>ci\) SJual l jjl ) j 


I 4~a>J ^ji j>j> jj! w-l>- ~ 

'kJ£\& o*" c Oi^ 
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Comments: 

The ruling about a person lying stretched out on the ground in front is not 
the same as the one who passes between the worshiper and the prayer 
direction (i.e. Sutrab). 

957. It was narrated from Zainab ^ J 'ill - ^oV 

bint Umm Salamah that her ,<a , 


a ! 'y j jLoUi 


mother said that her bed was in ’ C JJ if- 

front of the place where the oL dal} ^ J ihiddl aJU- 

Messenger of Allah m prostrated. '/ ' , , . h: ~'i . , t 

{Sahib) V'bJ • cJU ^fr* 1 d* yd 

■ 1 d jdj d 1 *>*j 

tA:^ ^ t^UJl tijbjjl toLd] 

Comments: ,Ai ^ 

It does not matter if the wife of a person performing prayer is lying close to 
him. 

958. Maimunah, the wife of the did. : dll ^ did- - ^oA 

Prophet m., said: "The Prophet m *. ' t' ' 

used to perform prayer when I 2 s 4^ d** ‘ d^ Lf. * ■ 

was opposite him, and his ^ad- : Jl* sill 

garment would sometimes touch "i B ' , o * , ' 

me when he prostrated." (Sahih) ^ J ® 4r l ^ 

.add lii 2)5 
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. [o vr ; ^ .^Jl ■ * * dshl! j\ j^- wA ; i i j] v ^jl—JLlI 

Comments: 

The Mother of the Believers means to say that she used to be in her bedding 
very dose to where the Prophet jij would be performing his prayer. 


959. it was narrated that Ibh 
'Abbas said; "The Messenger of 
Allah s§ forbade performing 
prayer behind one who is 
engaged in conversation or one 
who is sleeping." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

In the previous Ahadilh we have seen that it is permissible for a person to 
perform prayer in a Situation where a sleeping person is lying in front of 
him. This Madi&i seems to contradict the ruling of the previous: Ahadith. The 
prohibition contained in this Hadith shall thus be assumed to be in the 
nature of Makruh Tanzihi (that which nearly approaches the unlawful 
without actually being so) which means that it is preferable to avoid 
praying like this if it is likely to impact the concentration of the worshiper. 


Chapter 41. Prohibition Of 
Bowing Or Prostrating Before 
The Imam 

960. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said; "The Prophet i§ 
used to teach us hot to bow or 
prostrate before the Imam ; when 
he says the Takhir then say the 
Takhir, and when he prostrates, 
you should prostrate." ( Sahih ) 
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961. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah i|§ said: 'Does not the one 
who raises his head before the 
Imam fear that Allah may turn his 
head into the head of a donkey?' " 
(Sahih) 


jj yA j ; 5 jla^> ^ j^Lp- ldje»- — ^ *t \ 
ld.t>- : ~hj ^ : Vlf ^1 
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Comments: ... 

This strict warning clearly indicates that it is an act of great sin for the 
worshiper to raise his head before the Imam in bowing and prostrating. 


962. It was narrated that Abu 
Musa said: "The Messenger of 
Allah f$. said: 'I have gained 
weight, so when I bow, then bow, 
and when I stand up, then stand 
up, and when I prostrate, then 
prostrate. I should never find 
anyone preceding me in bowing or 
prostration.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah ig fad gained a little bit of weight because of 
advancing age. Maybe, someone relatively young and agile got the notion 
that the Prophet |£ performed the prayer slowly because of his physique, 
but for the others who could do it with agility, there was no harm in doing 
it quickly. The Prophet 3l§, however, made it plain that the followers have 
to follow the Imam in all cases. 
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963. It was narrated that 
Mu'awiyah bin Abu Sufyan said: 
"The Messenger of Allah jgg said: 
'Do not bow or prostrate before 
me. No matter how far ahead of 
you I bow, you will catch up with 
me when I stand up, and no 
matter how far ahead of you I 
prostrate, you will catch up with 
me when I raise my head. I have 
become bulky/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

If a person chooses to wait for his actions in the prayer and goes into 
bowing after the Imam has done it, he will also be as much behind the Imam 
in time in raising his head from the bowing. Thus, his bowing will be as 
long as the Imam's. The same will be the position of his standing after the 
bowing, of his sitting between the two prostrations and of his prostrations. 


Chapter 42. What Is Disliked 
In The Prayer 

964. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah £f§ said: "It is impolite for a 
man to wipe his forehead a great 
dead before he finishes prayer." 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The presence of Hanrn At-Tarmtni in the drain of narrators makes the 
Hadith 'Weak'. However, the commandment to abstain from excessive 
movement during the prayer is proved from other sound Ahadith. ( Sahih 


Muslim : 47) 

965. It was narrated from 'Ali 
that the Messenger of Allah |g 
said: "Do not crack your fingers 
during the prayer." ( Da' if) 
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966. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah J§t forbade a man to cover 
his mouth during the prayer." 
{Da'if) 


Comments: 

It means it is prohibited to cover one's mouth with a piece of cloth etc., 
during the prayer, even though other parts of the face, such as the forehead 
and nose etc., be covered by it. 


967. It was narrated from Ka'b 
bin 'Ujrah that the Messenger of 
Allah 0 saw a man who had 
interlocked his fingers during the 
prayer, so the Messenger of Allah 
0 separated his fingers. (Hasan) 
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968. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah |g said: "When anyone of 
you yawns, let him put his hand 
over his mouth and not make a 
sound, because Satan laughs at 
him." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Li ya'wi' in Arabic means that he should not produce sounds similar to 
those of the dogs and wolves. However, the expression is not confirmed 
from reliable sources. 

b. We must try to stop yawning in order to avoid emitting unseemly sounds. 


969. It was narrated from 'Adi 
bin Thabit, from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the Prophet 
jS| said: "Spitting, blowing one's 
nose, menstruating and 
drowsiness during the prayer are 
from Satan.'" (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Menstruation during prayer nullifies the prayer, and the woman concerned 
is not able to continue it. Although it is an event beyond anybody's control, 
Satan sees in it cause for celebration, because it puts a believing woman in 
an embarrassing situation for having been rendered unable to complete her 
prayer. 
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Chapter 43. The One Who 
Leads People In Prayer When 
They Do Not Like Him (To 
Lead Them) 

970. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 5g said: 

'There are three whose prayer are 
not accepted: A man who leads 
people while they do not like him; 
a man who does not come to 
prayer until its end — meaning 
after its time has expired — and 
one who enslaves a freed 
person.'" (Da'if) 
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a. This disparagement of the leader (i.e. Imam) applies to a situation where 
there are lawful reasons for the people to dislike the Imam. 

b. The sin involved in performing prayer towards the end of the prescribed 
period, and in enslaving a freed person, is proved from other sound 
Ahadith. However, as explained by Shaikh Albani, the wording concerning 
the non-acceptance of prayer is unconfirmed. 

c. Prayer delayed until the end of time without a valid reason has been 
disapproved by the Prophet |S|, and has been called by him; "the prayer of 
the hypocrites." 


971. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah said: "There are three 
whose prayer do not rise more 
than a hand span above their 
heads: A man who leads people 
(in prayer) when they do not like 
him; a woman who has spent the 
night with her husband angry 
with her; and two brothers who 
have severed contact with one 
another." (Hasan) 
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x>Jb~ mvo;^ <J *>rj^ 

-& ^l^lj L{_$j~s?jJIj tTVV : ^ <jl~~ 4^s^0J 44, ( _ sc >-_>'i I 

C ^JLo yjl JLL e- -tftLi 4tjJk>dj i l 9 jX 4> t-XP 

. I—. *Jj£ y~>- tTl* ! £- 

Comments: 

a. The rising of prayer towards the skies refers to its acceptance. By the same 
token, its not rising upwards refers to its non-acceptance. In plain words, it 
means that the prayer of such people is not accepted. 

b. Just as it is the duty of the woman to provide sexual satisfaction to the 
husband, it is also the duty of tire man to take care of the needs of his wife 
and give sexual satisfaction to her. The Hadith only mentions the woman 
because it is generally the woman, not man, that expresses unwillingness or 
refusal in the matter 


Chapter 44. Two Are A 
Congregation 

972. It was narrated that Abu 
Musa Al-Ash'ari said: "The 
Messenger of Allah j@| said: 'Two or 
more people are a congregation/ " 
{Da-if) 
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973. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "I stayed overnight 
with my maternal aunt 
Maimunah, and the Prophet i§| 
got up during the night to 
perform prayer. So I got up and 
stood on his left. He took me by 
the hand and made me stand on 
his right." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. If a person starts to pray alone but is later joined by another person, then it 
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is allowed that the former makes the intention of leading the prayer as 
Imam. 

b. Moving a little to the back or front, or to the right or left, according to the 
needs of the situation does not invalidate the prayer. 


974. Shurahbil said: "I heard 
Jabir bin ''Abdullah say: 'The 
Messenger of Allah j|| was 
performing Maghrib, and I came 
and stood on his left, but he made 
me stand on his right-'" ( Da'if) 
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975. It was narrated that Anas 
said: "The Messenger of Allah |§ 
led a woman of his household 
and myself in prayer. I stood to 
his right and the woman stood 
behind us." ( Sakih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It is not lawful for a single man to stand behind the Imam for prayer, but 
lawful for a single woman. 

b. It does not matter whether a woman is a Mahram (of a close unmarriageable 
relationship) or non-Mahram, the rule in this regard is the same. She must 
not stand by the side of a man. 
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Chapter 45. Who Is Preferred 
To Stand Closest To The 
Imam 

976. It was narrated that Abu 
Mas'ud Al-Ansari said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jg used to 
gently pat our shoulders (to make 
sure the row was straight) at the 
time of prayer, saying: 'Keep (the 
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rows) straight; do not differ from ■>,. , - . \ a . . ,, ,, 

one another lest your hearts i >! -vyis blJtLi 

should suffer from discord. Let ^SU-Vi \JsJ\ aL&Js . 'Ml-i 

those who are forbearing and ' s ft ' ^ " t ' > 3 

wise stand closest to me, then ^ <3*^* 

those who are next to them, then 
those who are next to them/" 

(Sahih) 



LfXalil J a,j~j ^tj te^L^J! 
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Comments: 


a. The rows of the worshipers for prayer in congregation must be perfectly 
straight and they must not stand out of line with each other. 

b. The Companions complied with the order of the Prophet jjg so religiously, 
that they used to stand quite close to each other, joining the shoulders with 
shoulders, the feet with feet, and the ankles with ankles. 

c. The youths should pay due consideration to the honor and respect of the 
elderly people. 


977. It was narrated that Anas 
said: "The Messenger of Allah 
liked the Muhajirun and Ansar to 
stand closest to him, so that they 
could learn from him." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 
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The reason for giving precedence to Muhajirun (Emigrants) and Ansar 
(Helpers) over others by the Prophet M, was that these Companions were 
ahead of others in their insight and capacity for retention. So, obviously, if 
such people stood closest to the Prophet j||, they would be in a better 
position not only to leam and retain the teachings of religion, but also to 
pass them on or teach them to others. As for those who lived far away from 
the town and were not among the regular attendees in the Prophet's 
assembly could not match the former in their capacities and skills. They, 
however, had the option to put their questions to the Prophet #§, as well as 
to the senior Companions whenever they wanted. 

978. It was narrated from Abu J| tJji. J! - ‘{VA 

Sa'eed that the Messenger of , „ , ' c „ 

‘ : j** a* urf' h* 
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Allah gg saw that some of his 
Companions tended to stand in 
the rear, so he said: "Come 
forward and follow me. and let 
those who are behind you follow 
your lead. If people continue to 
lag behind, Allah will put them 
back." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

'Allah will put them back' could either mean that they shall lag behind in 
the acquisition of knowledge and excellence, or else it could mean that they 
would be deprived of their high station in Paradise, or that they would wait 
longer than others for salvation from Hell. 


Chapter 46. Who Is Most 
Deserving Of Leading The 
Prayer 

979. It was narrated that Malik 
bin Huwairith said: "I came to the 
Prophet 3lg with a friend of mine, 
and when we wanted to leave, he 
said to us: 'When the time for 
prayer comes, say the Adhrn and 
Iqdmah, then let the older of you 
lead the prayer/ " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. We should be particular about prayer in congregation even during travel. 

b. As a general rule, the person most deserving of leading the prayer is the 
one who knows the Qur'an best. But since the two Companions had come 
together and were equal in their knowledge of the Qur'an, the Prophet |St 
gave weight to the age factor for the choice of Imam. 


980. Abu Mas'ud said: "The 
Messenger of Allah if said: 'The 
people should be lead by the one 
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who is most well-Versed in 
recitation of the Book of Allah. If 
they are equal in recitation, then 
they should be led by the one 
who emigrated first. If they are 
equal in emigration, then they 
should be led by the eldest. A 
man should not be led among his 
family or in his place of authority; 
no one should be sat in his place 
of honor in his house without 
permission, or without his 
permission/ " ( Sahih ) 

Comments: 
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a. The most deserving person to lead the prayer is the one who is superior to 
others. Criterion for superiority in Islam is, however, neither wealth nor 
ancestry but the knowledge of religion. 

b. A person well Versed in the knowledge of the Qur'an, even if he is younger 
than others, is more deserving of leading the prayer. 'Amr bin Salamah Al- 
Jarami 4b used to lead his tribe in prayer in the lifetime of the Prophet |§ 
because he knew more Qur an than others, and he was just eight years of 
age (Sunan An-Nasa’i: 790 & Sunan Abu-Dawud: 585). 

c. The expression 'place of honor in one's house" means the place where a 
person sits by virtue of his rank and status, or the place where he usually 
sits in his house. 


Chapter 47. What Is 
Incumbent Upon The Imam 

981. Abu Hazim said: "Sahl bin 
Sa'd As-Sa'idi used to give 
preference to the young to lead 
his people in prayer. It was said 
to him: "Do you do that, when 
you have such seniority (in 
Islam)?" He said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah sgg say: 'The 
Imam is responsible. If he does 
well, then he will have the reward 
and so will they, but if he does 
badly, then that will be counted 
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against him but not against 
them.' " (Da'if) 

(j CTx oj) 

. a* 1^2 I i I y&> \ 

Comments: 

a. The office of the leader of prayer is an office of great responsibility. And the 
leader must be aware of it. 

b. Young people can be appointed leaders of prayer as part of their education 
and training. 

c. Prayer behind a non-regular substitute is permitted in the absence of the 
regular Imam. 

982. It was narrated that Salamah 
bint Hurr, the sister of Kharashah, 
said: "I heard the Prophet ffj say: 

'A time will come when the 
people will stand for a long time 
and will not be able to find any 
Imam to lead them in prayer." 

(Da'if) 
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983. It was narrated from Abu 
'Ali Al-Hamdani that he went out 
in a ship in which 'Uqbah bin 
'Amir Al-Juhani was present. The 
time for prayer came, and we told 
him to lead us in prayer and said 
to him: "You are the most 
deserving of that, you were the 
Companion of the Messenger of 
Allah jg." But he refused and 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah jig say: 'Whoever leads the 
people and gets it right, the 
prayer will be for him and for 
them, but if he falls short, then 
that will be counted against him 
but not against them." ( Sahih ) 
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• » j-e J (_Jj HJ I Xs- 

Comments: 

This shows the Companions' characteristic of extreme caution and piety 
that, out of fear for any likely shortcoming, they were wary of accepting 
any office of religious responsibility. 


Chapter 48. Whoever Leads 
People (In Prayer), Let Him 
Make It Short 

984. It was narrated that Abu 
Mas'ud said: "A man came to the 
Prophet ag§ and said: 'O 

Messenger of Allah! I stay behind 
and do not perform the morning 
prayer (in congregation) because 
of so-and-so, for he makes it too 
long for us.' I never saw the 
Messenger of Allah g| preaching 
with such anger as he did that 
day. He said: 'O people! There are 
among you those who repel 
others. Whoever among you leads 
others in prayer, let him keep it 
short, for among them are those 
who are weak and elderly, and 
those who have pressing needs.' " 
(Sahih) 


< ^ a # S? s ^ ^ .y . ,. 

w-jU - UA 
0 ^ 

(AV 




4i>) .JLp 




e&t - 


t i J bjjb- 

m # J J 

0 ijh \&\ J jttj Xj J Lai 

; IL J-JsJ t oljJjl 

(jg. ^ 1 kl*J l J IX3 t (J U> 

\j 5> I <J t J&o jjj LyJP JvJil aIslP 

JU> u Si i^Sii 


COjSo U 4 s*-^pM 1 

kSyUJl iV\o<WT\W«V-t<Y*Y t V:£ 

. jz**’ 1 Cy. I Cj^~ a ***? j*~ I 4 ^ al U-' I £ a r : 


Comments: 


a. Bringing a complaint against an official, or a person holding an office of 
responsibility before a higher authority, is not 'backbiting'. 

b. Shortening the prayer is good but that does not mean making it too short. 
We should make the recitation nearly as long or short as the Prophet jfg 
did. 


985. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
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Allah «§§ used to make his prayer 
brief but perfect." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

This explains the meaning of shortening the prayer, which is to perform all 
its essentials with complete devotion and tranquility, but the recitations and 
supplications must not be so long as to annoy the worshippers. 


986. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "Mu'adh bin Jabal Al-Ansari 
led his companions in the 'IsM' 
prayer and he made it long. A 
man among us went away and 
prayed by himself. Mu'adh was 
told about that and he said: 'He is 
a hypocrite.' When tire man heard 
about that, he went to the 
Messenger of Allah £§ and told 
him what Mu'adh had said to 
him. The Prophet jig said: 'Do 
you want to be a cause of Fitnah 
(trial, tribulation), O Mu'adh? 
When you lead the people in 
prayer, recite "By the sun and its 
brightness," [1] and "Glorify the 
Name of your Lord the Most 
High," !2] and "By the night as it 
envelopes,"^ and "Recite in the 
Name of your Lord.' " I4J (Sahih) 
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987. It was narrated that Mutarrif 
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[1] Ash-Shams 91. 
f2] AZ-ATa 87. 

P1 Al-Lail 92. 

141 Al-'Alaq 96. 
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bin 'Abdullah bin Shikhkhir said: 
"I heard 'Uthman bin Abul-'As 
say: 'The last thing that the 
Prophet ig| enjoined on me when 
he appointed me governor of Ta'if 
was that he said: "O 'Uthman! Be 
tolerable in prayer and estimate 
the people based upon the 
weakest among them, for among 
them are the elderly, the young, 
the sick, those who live far from 
the mosque, and those who have 
pressing needs." ( Sahih ) 
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988. 'Uthman bin Abul-'As 
narrated that the last thing the 
Messenger of Allah enjoined 
on him was that he said: "When 
you lead people, keep it short for 
them." {Sahih) 
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Chapter 49. The Imam 
Should Make The Prayer 
Short If Something Happens 
989. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah said: 'I start prayer and I 
want to make it long, but then I 
hear an infant crying, so I make 
my prayer short, because I know 
the distress caused to the mother 
by his crying/ " (Sahih) 
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^ C-j J->- ^ja £V* a j <UjVI jA 1 <— 1 L tejivaJ) 1 p_L*v<> j 

. 4j Aij 

Comments: 

'Making the prayer short (or long)' means making the recitation short or 
long. There is also the possibility of some reduction in the supplications of 
other parts of prayer. 


990. It was narrated that 
'Uthman bin Abul-'As said: "The 
Messenger of Allah Ig said: 'I 
hear an infant crying so I make 
the prayer short.' " ( Sahih ) 
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991. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Abu Qatadah that 
his father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah i| said: 'I get up to perform 
prayer and I intend to make it 
long, but then I hear an infant 
crying, so I make it short, because 
I do not like to cause distress to 
his mother/" (Sahih) 
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Chapter 50. Straightening 
The Rows 
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992. It was narrated that Jabir bin 
Samurah As-Suwa'i said: "The 
Messenger of Allah m said: 'Will 
you not form your rows as the 
angels form their rows before 
their Lord?' We said: 'How do the 
angels form their rows before 
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their Lord?' He said: 'They 
complete the first row and they 
stand close of one another in the 
line (leaving no gaps between one 
another).' " 

1 
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Comments: 

a. Ways of worship for humans in the Sacred Law of Islam are modeled after 
the ways of the angels, which is a matter of great honor. 

b. Angels stand in rows for the worship of Allah , 

c. No second row should be started until the first has been completed. The 
same rule applies to the second, the third, and the fourth row. 


993. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'Make your rows 
straight, for straightening the 
rows is part of completing the 
prayer.'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. Straightening the rows means standing in one straight line with no one out 
of step. 

b. Keeping the rows crooked and not standing close to each other makes the 
prayer defective and lessens the reward . 


994. Simak bin Harb narrated 
that he heard Nu'man bin Bashir 
say: "The Messenger of Allah (H 
used to straighten the rows until 
be made them like a spear or an 
arrow-shaft. Once he saw a man's 
chest (sticking out) so the 
Messenger of Allah |fg said: 
'Make your rows straight or Allah 
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14^3 ChjJ— all £aUjl a-jIjjI 


will create division among you.' " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

There are not only apparent reasons for differences and dissensions among 
the community but also some spiritual reasons screened from the naked 
eye. One of these reasons is the lack of attention to straightening of the 
rows for prayer. 

995. It was narrated that 'Aishah 
said: "The Messenger of Allah gg 
said: 'Allah and His angels send 
blessings upon those who 
complete the rows, and whoever 
fills a gap, Allah will raise him 
one degree in status thereby.'" 

(Hasan) 


*?> & ^ 

’ 3* '' 

> S o ^ C £ ' so* \ o * 

4il 1 J J 1 3 ! cJ IS <Jtj Ip ^P 4 4^u I ^jS- 

o>* 

4ttl 4*5 j A >- ^3 Ju«> 

3> 

tj* 


uaIj*£ dj IJLa dd 0^0:^ t ^ C^-a>-] . 

. Uja VYX j i : ^... ..a d! j dl a_-a-L«aj : a- 4 jLa- /d 

Comments: ' ’ ... c_ 

'Filling the gap in the row ' applies to a situation where a man, seeing some 
vacant space between two people standing in the row, either comes forward 
and fills the gap himself or asks his brothers to come closer to each other 
and bridge the gap. 


Chapter 51. The Virtue Of 
The Front Rows 

996. It was narrated from 'Irbad 
bin Sariyah that the Messenger of 
Allah if used to ask for 
forgiveness for the first row three 
times and for the second row 
twice. (Sahih) 
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. CtoU^dl ?wo 

Comments: ' 

a. This is also one of the ways to encourage good deeds. 

b. The superiority of each next row over the back row is like tire superiority of 
the first row over the second one. 


997. Bara 7 bin 'Azib said: "I 
heard the Messenger of Allah -j§: 
say: 'Allah and the angels send 
blessings upon the first row, 7 " 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

As a rule, each virtuous deed attracts Allah's blessing. However, the ones 
especially mentioned as such by the Prophet sfj are of greater importance 
and are of a higher degree. 


998. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'If they knew what 
(goodness) there is in the first 
row, they would cast lots for it. 7 77 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


cM 


(A 1 


Deciding matters by drawing of lots is allowed in cases where all the 
aspirants have equal rights. 


999. It was narrated from ^1.^,1) I i: ^ly i51p. - -m 

Ibrahim bin 'Abdur-Rahman bin 
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'Awf that his father said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jig said: 'Allah 
and the angels send blessings 
upon the first row/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 52. The Women's 
Rows 
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1000. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah kS said: 'The best rows for 
women axe the back rows, and 
the worst are the front rows, and 
the best rows for men are the 
front rows, and the worst are the 
back rows/" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The reason why the back rows of women have been regarded as the best is 
that these rows are away from the possibility of mingling with men. That is 
also the reason why women's praying at home is better than their praying 
at the mosque. 


1001. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah gg said: 'The 
best rows for men are the front 
rows and the worst are the back 
rows, and the best rows for 
women axe the back rows and the 
worst are the front rows.' " 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: ‘Cf^ ‘^b ^UJl ^X,y}t 


Chapter 53. Prayer Between 
Two Pillars In A Row 

1002. It was narrated from 
Mu'awiyah bin Qurrah that his 
father said: "We were forbidden 
to form a row between two pillars 
at the time of the Messenger of 
Allah sgg, and we would be 
repelled from them forcefully/' 
(Hasan) 


If the pillars in a mosque intervene between the worshipers' rows in a 
congregational prayer, the continuity of the row gets broken. That is why 
forming rows for prayers between the pillars is forbidden. If the prayer is 
not congregational, then there is no hann in standing between the pillars, 
since the people praying there are not forming a row that could get broken. 
The Messenger of Allah jj| is known to have prayed standing between two 
pillars in the Sacred Ka'bah ( Sahih Al-Bukhari : 468) 


Chapter 54. A Man's Prayer 
Behind The Row On His 
Own 

1003. 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Ali 
bin Shaiban narrated that his 
father, 'Ali bin Shaiban, who was 
part of the delegation, said: "We 
set out until we came to the 
Prophet j|g. We gave him our 
oath of allegiance and performed 
prayer behind him. Then we 
offered another prayer behind 
him. He finished the prayer and 
saw a man on his own, praying 
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behind the row." He said: "The 
Prophet of Allah j§| stood beside 
him and when he finished he 
said: 'Repeat youx prayer; there is 
no prayer for the one who is 
behind the row/" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Standing by oneself behind the row is forbidden, and a prayer thus 
performed is not acceptable. The rule will, however, only apply if there is 
room available in the front row and yet the man stands alone behind it. As 
for the case of a person who, seeing no room in the row, pulls someone 
behind from the row for the purpose, there is consensus among the scholars 
that the Hadith is 'Weak'. 


1004. It was narrated that Hilal 
bin Yasaf said: "Ziyad bin Abu- 
ja' d took me by the hand and 
made me stand near an old man 
at Raqqah/ 1 ' whose name was 
Wabisah bin Ma'bad. He said: 'A 
man performed prayer behind the 
row on his own, and the Prophet 
ig commanded him to repeat the 
prayer.'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It seems that the man stood and prayed behind on his own, although there 
was room in the front row. That is why the Prophet $g commanded him to 
repeat the prayer. 


^ A city located in the northern part of modern Syria, on the eastern side of the 
Euphrates. And he mentioned Wabisah because it was he who narrated the Hadith to 
Ziyad as seen in narration no. 230 by TirmidM. 
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Chapter 55. The Virtue Of 
The Right Side Of The Row 


i e.%\\ iuJU J-A* _ (°° 
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1005. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'Allah and His 
angels send blessings upon the 
right side of the rows/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah jf§ loved to start from the right-hand side for all 
acts considered good by the inborn instinct or by the Islamic Shari'ah. ( Sahih 
Muslim: 514 & 515), Thus, in the light of this Hadith, as far as possible, effort 
should be made to stand on the right-hand side of the row in the prayer. 
However, there is another more authentic Hadith that mentions the 
excellence of close-knit rows but not of standing on the right or left side of 
the Imam. And Allah knows best. 


1006. It was narrated that Bara' 
said: "When we performed prayer 
behind the Messenger of Allah jgf 
(One of the narrators) Mis'ar 
said:' 11 'One of the things we 
liked, or one of the tilings I liked' 
'was to stand to his right.'" 
(Sahih) 
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w This narration is from ‘Ali bin Muhammad, who said: “Wald' narrated to us, from 
Mis'ar,” and the majority narrated it from Waki‘ from Mis'ar: “We liked” without 
confusion. Ahmad narrated it directly from Waki' from Mis'ar with: “We liked, or I 
liked” without mentioning that it was Mis'ar who was confused. So it appears that it was 
‘Ali bin Muhammad who said: “Mis'ar said” since the others who reported it from Waki' 
from Mis'ar without mentioning: “Mis'ar said.” 
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Comments: 

The reason for this could either be the excellence of the right-hand side, or 
the keenness of the people to be the first to see the radiant face of the 
Prophet m when he turns his face for Taslim . 


1007. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "It was said to the 
Prophet 'The left side of the 
mosque has been abandoned. The 
Prophet |j§ said: "Whoever 

frequents the left side of the 
mosque, two Kifl m of reward 
will be recorded for him." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


It is a 'Weak' Hadith. As such it does not prove the intended excellence. 
Moreover, it is not acceptable to leave the first row incomplete and start the 
second. Since the first row is superior to the second, then even the left-hand 
side of the first row shall be superior to the right-hand side of the second 
row. 


Chapter 56. The Prayer 
Direction 

1008. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "When the Messenger of 
Allah §| finished Tawaf around 
the House (the Ka'bah), he came 
to Maqam of Ibrahim (the Station 
of Ibrahim). 'Umar said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, this is the 
Station of our father Ibrahim about 
which Allah said: "And take you 
(people) the Maqam of Ibrahim as a 
place of prayer/ "* 2] ( Sahih ) 
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[1] “Share or portion” (An-Nthayah). 
® Al-Baqarah 2:125. 
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(One of the narrators) Al-Walid 
said: "I said to Malik: 'Is this how 
he recited it: "And take you 
(people)"?' He said: 'Yes.'" 
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1009. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik told that 'Umar said: "I 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah -g, 
why do you not take the Maqdm 
of Ibrahim as a place of prayer?' 
Then the following was revealed: 
'And take you (people) the Maqdm 
of Ibrahim as a place of 
prayer.'" [1] ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The Maqdm of Ibrahim (the Station of Ibrahim) is the stone used as a 
platform by Ibrahim $&SS during the construction of the Sacred House. The 
stone still bears the footmarks of Ibrahim SKSI 

b. After finishing the Tawtif (ritual circling the Holy House), we should 
perform two Rak'ah near the Maqdm of Ibrahim S3eL If it is not possible to 
perform the prayer near the spot, we could perform prayer wherever 
convenient inside the Sacred Mosque. 

c. It proves the superiority of 'Umar that he longed exactly for what Allah 
was to reveal shortly. 


1010. It was narrated that Bara' 
said: "We prayed with the 
Messenger of Allah j|§ facing 
towards Baitul-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem) for eighteen months, 
then the QibMi was changed to 
the Ka'bah two months after the 
Prophet j|g entered Al-Madinah. 
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1,1 Al-Baqarah 2 : 125 . 
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When the Messenger of Allah i|g 
prayed towards Baitul-Maqdis, he 
would often lift his face towards 
the heavens^ and Allah knew 
what was in the heart of His 
Prophet and how he longed to 
face the Ka'bah (during prayer). 
Jibril appeared (in the sky), and 
the Messenger of Allah g| started 
watching him as he was 
descending between the heavens 
and the earth, waiting to see what 
he would bring. Then Allah 
revealed the words: 'Verily, We 
have seen the turning of your face 
towards the heaven. Surely, We 
shall turn you to a Qiblah that 
shall please you, so turn your face 
in the direction of Al-Masjid Al- 
Haram (at Makkah). And 
wherever you people are, turn 
your faces (during prayer) in that 
direction.' 111 Then someone came 
to us and said: 'The Qiblah has 
been changed to the Ka'bah.' We 
had performed two Rak'ah facing 
towards Jerusalem. And we were 
bowing. So we turned around, 
and we continued our prayer The 
Messenger of Allah <§| said: 'O 
Jibril! What about our prayer 
facing towards Baitul-Maqdis?' 
Then Allah revealed the words: 
"And Allah would never make 
your faith to be lost."® 1 (Da' if) 
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a. The Hadith contains certain unacceptable additions. Even some of its words 


[1] Al-Baqarah 2:144. 
121 Al-Baqarah 2:143. 
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are self-contradictory. For example it first mentions eighteen months of wait 
(for the change of Qiblah), then two months, and so on. 

b. Sahih Al-Bukhari also records the incident, but there the timespan is given as 
sixteen or seventeen months instead of eighteen. Obviously, Bukhari's report 
is more authentic. 


c. In view of this ( Bukhari's ) report, it becomes necessary that we only accept 
narrations reported by reliable persons. 

d. Even today, if a person is praying towards what he believes to be the true 
direction, and he is informed in the midst of his prayer that the true Qiblah 
is on the other side, he should immediately turn himself to that side. The 
previous part of his prayer is, however, in order, and there is no need to 
repeat it. 


1011. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 3 p said: 'What is between 
the east and the west is the Qiblah 
(prayer direction).' " [lf 
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Makkah is to the exact south of Al-Madinah. As such there is no difficulty 
for the inhabitants of AI-Madinah to fix their Qiblah. People living in other 
cities can pray according to their geographical locations, since the direction 
of the Sacred Ka'bah differs from place to place. 


Chapter 57. The One Who 
Enters The Mosque Should 
Not Sit Down Until He 
Performs Some Rak'ah 
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1012. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 5 §| said: "When anyone of 
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[1] This refers to the Qiblah for the inhabitants of Al-Madinah. 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 123 l&tS wUt9l k-jtjjl 


you enters the mosque; let him 
not sit down until he performs 
two Rak'ah.'' ( Sahih ) 
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1013. It was narrated from Abu 
Qatadah that the Prophet |fg said: 
"When one of you enters the 
mosque, let him perform two 
Rak'ah before he sits down." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. This prayer is called T ahiyya tv l-Masjid (Greetings for the mosque). 

b. If a person enter the mosque, and before sitting down there, he performs 
some Sunnah or obligatory SaMh, then it suffices for Tahiyyatul-Masjid, and 
there is no need for him to perform an additional Tahiyyatul-Masjid. 


Chapter 58. 'Whoever Eats 
Garlic, Let Him Not Come 
Near The Mosque' 

1014. It was narrated from 
Ma'dan bin Abu Talhah Al- 
Ya'muri that 'Umar bin Khattab 
stood up one Friday to deliver a 
sermon, or, he delivered a sermon 
one Friday. He praised Allah, 
then he said: "O people, you eat 
two plants that I find are nothing 
but obnoxious; this garlic and this 
onion. At the time of the 
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Messenger of Allah If, if a foul 
odor was detected from a mart, I 
would see him seized by the arm 
and taken out to Al-Baqi'J 1 ^ 
Whoever must eat them, let him 
cook them to death." ( Sahih ) 


fjill lii c jZLJ- Ni Uiljf V jSyyl 

Jj- 4$ Sis AjJ 5 . J^ii ilij 


. * * , ■" Allfc » I t 9 " . 6 " 

4 4^0 I. 4i) 1 (J j 

0 o 4 I o Ju> Jj>- 

. UrJs t jo Si t l^JlsT 


ji IjI jS '>La» jl 4^- ^>-1 - 7 *^ f** 


Comments: 
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a. Use of garlic and onion is not prohibited, or else it would not be 
commanded that they be cooked well. 

b. It is prohibited to enter the mosque after eating something emitting a foul 
smell. 


c. Smoking should also be avoided because the odor of a cigarette or cigar is 
more unseemly and obnoxious even than that of garlic or onion. 


1015. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |jg said: 'Whoever eats from 
this plant; garlic, let him not 
annoy us with it in this mosque of 
ours."' {Sahih) 

Ibrahim said: My father used to 
add to it, on the authority of the 
Prophet H§: Leek (Allium) and 
onion; i.e. he would add to the 
Hadith of Abu Hurairah concerning 
garlic. 
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Comments: 

a. Ibrahim bin Sa'd is the grandson of Ibrahim bin 'Awf . The narrator 
Sa'd has reported the same Hadith from Abu Hurairah <^». The Hadith 
mentions not only garlic but onion and leek as well. 

b. The Hadith makes it clear that the reason why it is prohibited to enter the 
mosque after consuming these substances is their foul smell, which annoys 
the worshipers. That also explains why the Prophet Hg had ordered the 


^ The area where the graveyard of Al-Madinah is located. 
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people to wash themselves and put on clean clothes before coming to the 
mosque for Friday prayers. 
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1016. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah Mi said: 'Whoever eats 
anything from this plant, let him 
not come to the mosque.'" 
(Sahih) 


Comments: 

It is not allowed for a believing man to stay away from prayer-m-congregation. 
The Hadith does not mean that the eating of bad-smelling substances 
could be an excuse for avoiding the prayer-in-congregation. It rather 
exhorts the people to avoid eating those things before the approach of 


the prayer time. 

Chapter 59. If The Greeting 
Is Given To A Person Who Is 
Performing Prayer, How 
Should He Respond? 

1017. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar said: "The 
Messenger of Allah |j§ came to 
the mosque at Quba' and 
performed prayer there. Some 
men of the Ansar came and 
greeted him. I asked Suhaib, who 
was with him: 'How did the 
Messenger of Allah 3l| respond to 
them?' He said: 'He gestured with 
his hand.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. It is Sunnah to visit the mosque at Quba' with sincere intention, and to offer 
prayer there. However, while traveling from another place to Al-Madinah 
one should only make the intention to visit the Prophet's Mosque there. 

b. Once inside AI-Madinah, we may visit the mosque at Quba' and any other 
mosque. 

c. Gesturing in case of need by the worshiper does not invalidate the prayer. 


1018. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Prophet jg sent me on 
an errand, then I caught up with 
him while he was performing 
prayer, and I greeted him. He 
gestured to me, then when he 
finished, he called me and said: 
'You greeted me before, but I was 
performing prayer.'" ( Sahih ) 
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1019. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "We would greet 
others during the prayer, and it 
was said to us: 'During the prayer 
one is preoccupied.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


A person performing prayer cannot greet anyone, but others can greet him 


with Salam. The worshiper cannot 
respond by a gesture. 

Chapter 60. Whoever 
Performs Prayer Facing A 
Direction Other Than The 
Qiblah Without Realizing 

1020. It was narrated from 


respond by word of mouth but he can 
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'Abdullah bin 'Amir bin Rabi'ah 
that his father said: "We were 
with the Messenger of Allah H§ 
on a journey, and the sky was 
overcast so it was difficult for us 
to determine the Qiblah. So we 
performed prayer, and we 
marked the location. 111 Later, 
when the sun reappeared, we 
realized that we had prayed 
facing a direction other than the 
Qiblah. We mentioned that to the 
Prophet §§, then the Words were 
revealed: 'So wherever you turn 
there is the Face of Allah" A 21 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. If, the sky is overcast, and it is not possible to determine the direction of the 
Qiblah, we must try to exercise our judgment to determine the direction. If 
the judgment later turns out to be wrong, the mistake is pardonable. 

b. There is also a hint in the Hadith, that there is no need to repeat the prayer 
thus performed towards a wrong direction. 


Chapter 61. The One Who 
Spits Performing Prayer 

1021. It was narrated that Tariq 
bin 'Abdullah Al-Muharibi said: 
"The Prophet #§ said: 'When you 
perform prayer, do not spit in 
front of you or to your right, but 
spit to your left or beneath your 
feet/" (Sahih) 
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1 ‘We made an indication of the direction toward which we performed the prayer so that 

we would know if we were correct or if we were mistaken.’ Explanation by Sindi. 

121 Al-Baqarah 2:115. 
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1022. It was narrated from Abu bke£- : £Li p £,! p jjf Idai - 1 * YY 


Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jig saw some sputum in the 
direction of the Qiblah of the 
mosque. He turned to the people 
and said: "What is wrong with 
one of you that he stands facing 
Him (meaning his Lord) and spits 
in front of Him? Would anyone 
like to be faced by someone who 
spits in his face? If anyone of you 
needs to spit, then let him spit to 
his left, or let him do like this in 
his garment."' 11 ( Sahih ) 

Then Isma'il' 21 showed me how 
he spat in his garment then 
rubbed it. 
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Spitting in mosque, whether to one's left or beneath one's feet, is only 
allowed if the ground is such as can absorb the dampness, otherwise 
staining the mosque with filth is not permitted. This is particularly so if a 
person is praying on a mat or rug. He could use his handkerchief instead as 
made clear in the next Hadith . 


1023. It was narrated from 
Hudhaifah that he saw Shabath 
bin Rib'i spitting in front of him. 
He said: "O Shabath! Do not spit 
in front of you, for the Messenger 
of Allah 3 g§ used to forbid that, 
and he said: 'When a man stands 
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[11 Similar preceded from Abu Hurairah under no. 761. 

This is the statement of Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaibah who narrated it to Ibn Majah. 
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up to perform prayer, Allah turns 
His Face towards him until he 
turns away or he commits an evil 
Hadath (Hasan) 
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'Committing an evil' means any matter that violates the spirit of prayer, 
such as spitting, passing wind, or playing with one's garment or pebbles. 
For more comments please see Hadith: 763. 


1024. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah if spat on his garment 
while he was performing prayer, 
then he rubbed it. { Sahih ) 
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Chapter 62. Smoothing The 
Pebbles During Prayer 
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1025. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: The Messenger of 
Allah i|§ said: "Whoever smoothes 
the pebbles, then he has engaged in 
Laghzo ." 1 [2] (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Arabic phrase man massal-hasa, literally: 'Whoever touches the pebbles' 
could either mean: 'Whoever stirs the pebbles in order to make the surface 
smooth' or 'Whoever tinkers playfully with the pebbles'. Da any case, it is an 

[1] In Injah Al-Hajdh, 'Abdul-Ghani Dehlawi said: "Meaning he does a matter that negates 
the Khushu' (submissiveness) and attentiveness of his prayer. Or, the meaning of 
Hadath is invalidating the ablution. The only reason that he described it as. 'evil' is 
because in most cases, its occurrence during prayer is from Shaitan ." 

[2) ‘Meaning he has done what is not suitable.’ (Explanation by Sindi). 
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action not in accord with the spirit of prayer. Similarly, actions like playing 
with the straws of the prayer-mat or with any other thing under it, means 
doing unseemly things that could be the cause of distraction from prayer. 


1026. It was narrated that 
Mu'aiqib said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|§ said, concerning 
smoothing the pebbles during 
prayer: 'If you must do that, then 
do it only once/ " ( Sahih ) 


xJ. j ^ jlUJ - UT 1 

£ UJi' :Vis ^rj\ t y 

Cfi : 

! (JU 4 

^ J J li : (J ts 

%"yjt tlAeb c-iS” it® 



isyUaJl vl: cs* •0tr’“ 

* * ■ ' ■ otl:^ iejhall ^ *lyl! oj 

_ -y 

Comments: 

If a person feels during the prayer that the pebbles under him are uneven to 
the extent that their pricking could be the cause of distraction from prayer, 
he could try to smooth them once, and no more. 


1027. It was narrated that Abu 
Dharr said: "The Messenger of 
Allah H said: 'When anyone of 
you gets up to perform prayer, 
then indeed mercy is facing him, 
so he should not smooth the 
pebbles/" (Hasan) 
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Chapter 63. Performing 
Prayer Upon A Khumrah ^ 

1028. Maimunah the wife of the 
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[]| A mat made of date-palm leaves. 
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Prophet j§§ said: "The Messenger , *.«, 

of Allah $g used to perform " c ^ •- f ^ * * 

prayer on a Khumrah." (Sahih) M & £j'j 
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Comments: 

Khumrah is a small mat upon which one who prays can rest his face in 
prostration. It could either be of date-palm leaves or of reed. If the mat is 
large, the Arabs do not call it a Khumrah . 

1029. It was narrated that Abu ^ ^ y-'J & ^ “ ' ,n 

Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of ^ <5di -f ij~^\ t £jUU 

Allah Jigg performed prayer on a / 
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Comments: 

Hash is a comparatively large mat fit for one man or more to stand up and 
pray upon. 


1030. It was narrated that 'Amr 
bin Dinar said: "When Ibn 'Abbas 
was in Basrah, he performed 
prayer on his rug, then he told his 
companions that the Messenger of 
Allah ;g§ used to perform prayer 
on his rug." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: ' 1 ~ 

The Arabic term used in the Hadith 'Bisdt' means anything that can be 
spread on the ground, be it a mat or a carpet or a piece of cloth. 
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Chapter 64. Prostrating On A 
Garment When It Is Hot Or 
Cold 

1031. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Abdur-Rahman 
said: "The Prophet H§ came to us 
and led us in prayer in the 
mosque of Banu 'Abdul-Ashhal, 
and I saw him putting Iris hands 
on his garment when he 
prostrated." ( Da'if) 
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1032. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Abdur-Rahman 
bin Thabit bin Samit, from his 
father, from his grandfather, that 
the Messenger of Allah j§§ 
performed prayer among Banu 
'Abdul-Ashhal, wearing a cloak in 
which he was wrapped and 
putting his hands on it to protect 
them from the cold of the pebbles. 


(Da'if) 
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1033. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "We used to 
perform prayer with the Prophet 
«fe when it was very hot. When 
one of us could not place his 
forehead firmly on the ground, he 
would spread his garment and 
prostrate on it." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The Ahadith prove the fact that in order to protect oneself from the heat or 
cold of the earth, it is allowed to prostrate on one's garment. 


Chapter 65. The Tasbih^ Is 
For Men During The Prayer 
And Clapping Is For Women 
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1034. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah HJ said: "The Tasbih (saying 
Subhan-Allah) is for men and 
clapping is for women." ( Sahih ) 
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a. If, the Imam commits a mistake during prayer, the way to attract his 
attention is to say Subhan-Allah . 

b. If men fail to draw the attention of the Imam, the women can do it by 
means of clapping. 


1035. It was narrated from Sahl 
bin Sa'd As-Sa'idi that the 
Messenger of Allah t§| said: "The 
Tasbih is for men and clapping is 
for women." (Sahih) 
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[1] 


Saying: Subhan Allah when the Imam is mistaken. 
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1036. It was narrated that Nafi' 
used to say: "Ibn 'Umar said: 'The 
Messenger of Allah jp granted a 
concession for the women to clap, 
and for the men to say the 
Tasbih." (Da'if) 
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Chapter 66. Prayers In Sandals 

1037. It was narrated that Ibn 
Abu Aws said: "My grandfather, 
Aws, used to perform prayer, and 
sometimes he would make a 
gesture while praying, and I 
would give him his sandals. He 
said: T saw the Messenger of 
Allah gg performing prayer in his 
sandals/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Prayer is permissible both barefoot and in sandals. However, if filth is seen 
soiling the sandals, prayer will not be in order with those shoes on until 
they are cleaned. If it is simply dust, then there is no cause for doubt in the 


permissibility of prayer. 

1038. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, that 
Iris grandfather said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah jp performing 
prayer both barefoot, and while 
wearing sandals." (Hasan) 
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1039. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "We saw the 
Messenger of Allah i| performing 
prayer wearing sandals and 
leather slippers." ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 67. Tucking Up The 
Hair And Garments During 
Prayer 
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1040. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: The Prophet jf§ said: 
"I was commanded not to tuck up 
my hair or my garment." [1] * 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

'Tucking up the hair' means, not collecting them into a topknot like the 
women. We must avoid this sort of thing. If it is already done like this, we 
must undo it before starting the prayer. This also applies to rolling up the 
pants or sleeves during prayer. See Nawawi's Shark, Sahih Muslim. 


1041. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "We were ordered 
to not (tuck up our) hair (nor 
garment) and not to repeat 
ablution for what we stepped 
on." ( Da'if) 
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W Drawing together during prostration to protect it from the dirt. Explanation by Sindi. 
Similar was stated in An-Nihdyah. 





The Chapters Of Establishing ..; 


i <d >■ ji 1 Ikj l jj* : i-jIj t Sj L^JaJ l cijb oiL-al] : 

& Aisljj- A^^aj t, Aj ^Jjl {jA V * £ : 
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Comments: c ^ 

If our feet get soiled after ablution, we do not have to repeat it, but just to 
wash the feet. 


1042. Mukhawwal said: "I heard 
Abu Sa'd, a man from the people 
of Madinah, say: 1 saw Abu Raff, 
the freed slave of the Messenger 
of Allah iH, when he saw Hasan 
bin 'Ali performing prayer, with 
his hair braided. He undid it, or 
told him not to do that, and said: 
"The Messenger of Allah jig 
forbade a man from performing 
prayer with his hair braided." 
(Hasan) 
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Chapter 68. Humility During ^ - ("M 

Pra y er * '(wv^ds^i 

1043. It was narrated that Ibn daA : ZLi ^J\ ff” j lC£ lifi> - 1 • ft" 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of , 

Allah |§ said: 'Do not lift your ‘ db ‘ftbi d* ‘ls-t** Ot 

gaze to the heavens' lest your J^dj JIS :Jll ^ t ^Jli j£. 

sight be snatched away," meaning , , . . . 

during prayer. ( Sahih ) ^ Ji 
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Comments: 

Lifting one's gaze to the heavens is as prohibited as looking side ways 
during prayer. 


1044. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |fj led his Companions in 
prayer one day. When he had 
finished prayer he turned to face 
the people and said: 'What is 
wrong with some people that they 
lift their gaze to the heavens?' He 
spoke severely concerning that: 
'They should certainly abstain 
from that or Allah will snatch 
away their sight.' " ( Sahih ) 
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1045. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin Samurah that the Prophet 
said: "Let those who lift their gaze 
to the heavens desist, or their 
sight will not come back." (Sahih) 
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1046. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "A woman used to 
perform prayer behind the 
Prophet jgi, and she was one of 
the most beautiful of people. 
Some of the people used to go 
into the first row so that they 
would not see her, and some of 
them used to lag behind so that 
they would be in the last row, 
and when they bowed, they 
would do like this so that they 
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could see her from beneath their 
armpits. Then Allah revealed: 
"And indeed. We know the first 
generations of you who had 
passed away, and indeed. We 
know the present generations of 
you (mankind), and also those 
who will come afterwards." [1] 
concerning her matter. ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The Hadith is 'Weak' and the whole story is unfounded. 


Chapter 69. Prayer In A 
Single Garment 
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1047. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "A man came to 
the Prophet H, and said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah! One of us 
performs prayer in a single 
garment.' The Prophet j|§ said: 
'Does everyone have two 
garments?"' ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


A man (as distinct from woman) can perform prayer in a single garment. 
The procedure for using a single cloth on the body among the Arabs was to 
take a piece of cloth and stretch it on the back like a wrapper, then to bring 
the two ends of it forward and put the right end over the left shoulder and 
the left end over the right shoulder. Thus, a single sheet would serve the 
purpose of concealing the wearer's private parts as well as his belly and 
shoulders. A single garment would thus do the job of two. 


[1] Al-Hijr 15:24. 
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1048. Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri 
narrated that he entered upon the 
Messenger of Allah gt when he 
was performing prayer in a single 
garment, wrapping himself in it. 
( 1 Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

One way of wrapping the cloth has already been explained in the previous 
Hadith. Another slightly different method would be first to cover the two 
back shoulders with the cloth, then bring down the right end and pass it 
under the left armpit, and bring down the one on the left shoulder and pass 
it under the right armpit, and then tie the two ends into a knot on the chest. 


1049. It was narrated that 'Umar 
bin Abu Salamah said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah Ig performing 
prayer in a single garment, 
wrapping himself in it and 
throwing the ends over his 
shoulders." (Sahih) 
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1050. It was narrated from jUJd ^1 £&£. - w< 


'Abdur-Rahman bin Kaisan that 
his father said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah |g performing 
prayer at Bi'r 'Ulya, in a garment." 
(Dfl'iy) 
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1051. Ibn Kaisan narrated that 
his father said: "I saw the Prophet 
HI performing the Zuhr and the 
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'Asr in a single garment, 
wrapping it around his chest." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 70 . Prostrations For jlyll sl>h - (v* ^^J)) 

Reading The Qur'an 


1052. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah $S§ said: 'When the son of 
Adam recites a Sajdah [1] and 
prostrates, Satan withdraws 
weeping, saying: 'Woe is me! The 
son of Adam was commanded to 
prostrate and he prostrated, and 
Paradise will be his; I was 
commanded to prostrate and I 
refused, so I am doomed to 
HeE.'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Hadith indicates the legality or lawfulness of prostration for reciting the 
Qur'an. Other texts, however, tell us that this prostration is not obligatory. 
It nevertheless is an act meriting reward from Allah. 


1053. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "1 was with the 
Prophet jg, and a man came to 
him and said: 'Last night while I 
was sleeping, I saw that I was 
praying towards the base of a 
tree. I recited (an Ayah of) 
prostration and prostrated, and 
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^ An Aya/i indicating prostration. 
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the tree prostrated when I did, 
and I heard it saying: 
Allahummah-tut anni biha wizrnn, 
waktub li biha ajran, waj'al-ha li 
'indaka dhukhran (O Allah, reduce 
my burden of sin thereby, reward 
me for it and store it for me with 
You).' Ibn 'Abbas said: "I saw the 
Prophet 3 §g recite (an Ayah of) 
prostration and then prostrate, 
and I heard him saying in his 
prostration something like that 
which the man had told him the 
tree said." (Hasan) 
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a. The Companion referred to in the Hadith was Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri as 
mentioned in another Hadith (See Tuhfatul-Ahwadhi 160/3, H. 579). 

b. It is Sunnah to recite the abovementioned invocation in prostrations for 
reciting the Qur'an. 

c. Matters in the Islamic Shari’ ah are not proved from dreams. The invocation 
is a part of Sunnah not because one of the Companions saw it in a dream, 
but because it is proved from the practice of the Messenger of Allah |f§. 


1054. It was narrated from 'Ali 
drat whenever the Prophet m 
prostrated he would say: 
"Alldhumma laka sajadtu, wa bika 
amantu, wa laka aslamtu, Anta 
rabbi, sajada wajhi lilladhi shaqqa 
sam'ahu wa basarahu, tabarak Allah 
ahsanul-khaliqin (O Allah, to You I 
have prostrated, and in You I 
have believed, and to You I have 
submitted. You are my Lord; my 
face has prostrated to the One 
Who gave it hearing and sight. 
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Blessed is Allah the best of 
creators.)." 111 (Sahth) 

(J ■* o jj-v? tp-L~a 4s*- y>-\ \ jJ>cJ 

"jA ie> " d* ‘ jj'j yjt : J-^ 1 i j tVjh. “4 (T/^l CA _A JtA 

. 1 1 ^ l I . -l^a - 1 _U£- Ij |>- I j sjj 

Comments: 

The invocation contained in the Hadith is the normal invocation for 
prostration. Invocation particular to prostration has already been mentioned 
under Hadith: 1053. 

Chapter 71. The Number Of 
Prostrations In The Qur'an 

1055. It was narrated that Umm 
Darda' said: "Abu Darda' told me 
that he did eleven prostrations 121 
with the Prophet |f| , including 
An-Najm." (Da'if) 
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1056. It was narrated that Abu 
Darda' said: "I performed eleven 
prostrations with the Prophet %B, 
of which there were none in the 
Mufassal: [3] Al-A'rdf, Ar-Ra'd, An- 
Nahl , Bani Isra'il, Maryam, Al-Hajj, 
the prostration in Al-Furqan, Surat 
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[11 Part of this narration preceded under no. 864. 

^ That is, eleven Ayat of prostration. 

P1 At the beginning of his Tafsir of Surah Qa/(Vol. 9, p. 215, Darussalam) Ibn Kathir said: 
"This Surah is the first Surah in tire Mufiissal section of the Qur'an according to the 
correct view. . It is said that the Mufassal starts with Surat Al-Hujumt (49). Some 
common people say that the Mufassal starts with Surah An-Naba' (78), however, this is 
not true because none of the respected scholars ever supported this opinion." 
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An-Naml (mentioning) Sulaiman, 
As-Sajdah, Sad, and the Ha-Mim 
Surah." ( Da'if) 
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1057. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin 'As that the Messenger of 
Allah ggg taught him fifteen 
prostrations in the Qur'an, 
including three in the Mufassal 
and two in Al-Hajj. ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


a. The Mufassal section is the name given to the last Surahs of the Qur'an. Out 
of them the following three Surahs contain prostrations for reciting the 
Qur' an: Surah An-Najm (53), Surah Al-Inshiqaq (84), and Surah Al-'Alaq (96). 

b. Surah Al-Hajj contains two prostrations i.e., in Verses nos. 18 & 77. 


1058. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "We prostrated 
with the Messenger of Allah jig in 
"When the heaven is split 
asunder"' 1 * and "Read! In the 
Name of your Lord."' 2 ' ( Sahih ) 
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Al-Inshiqaq 84:1. 
[2] 96:1. 
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1059. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet g| 
prostrated in "When the heaven is 
split asunder."^ ( Sahih ) 

Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaibah said: 
"This Hadith was narrated from 
Yahya bin Sa'eed; I did not hear it 
from anyone but him." 
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Chapter 72. Completing The 
Prayer 


^L«jl t- » Lj. — (VY j*^j«yJl) 

On iudi) 


1060. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that a man entered the 
mosque and performed prayer, 
and the Prophet |g was in a 
comer of the mosque. The man 
came and greeted him, and he 
said: "And also upon you. Go 
back and repeat your prayer, for 
you have not prayed." So he went 
back and repeated his prayer, 
then he came and greeted the 
Prophet £gj. He said: "And also 
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[1 J Al-lnshiqaq 84:1. 
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upon you. Go back and repeat 
your prayer, for you have not 
prayed." On the third occasion, 
the man said: "Teach me, O 
Messenger of Allah!" He said: 
"When you stand up to offer the 
prayer, perform ablution 
properly, then stand to face the 
prayer direction and say Allahu 
Akbar. Then recite whatever you 
can of Qur'an, and then bow until 
you feel at ease bowing. Then 
stand up until you feel at ease 
standing, then prostrate until you 
feel at ease prostrating. Then raise 
your head until you are sitting up 
straight. Do that throughout your 
prayer." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Ablution is among the prerequisites of prayer. It must, therefore, be 
performed with complete attention and care, leaving no dry spot in it. 

b. Facing the Qibi-dh is another precondition for the validity of the prayer. 
However, in the case of optional prayer during the course of journey, 
whatever direction the conveyance takes, prayer must be continued. 

c. 'Recite whatever you easily can of the Qur' an' would either mean reciting 
Al-Fatihah, since there is no prayer without it, or it would mean redting 
some other part of the Qur'an after Al-Fatihah, for which no limit is 
prescribed. The obligation to redte Al-Fatihah is proven from other Ahddith. 

d. Necessary instructions about bowing and prostration have been discussed 
in previous diapters. 

e. The most important characteristic that the Hadith underlines is that all the 
parts of prayer must be performed with complete composure and ease. A 
prayer rushed through is not accepted by Allah. The reason being that the 
very purpose of prayer is the remembrance of Allah. Allah Himself says in 
the Qur'an: "And perform prayer for My remembrance" (20:14). 


1061. Muhammad bin 'Amt bin 
'Ata' said: 'While he was among 
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ten of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah j§g induding 
Abu Qatadah: "I heard Abu 
Humaid As-Sa'idi say: 'I am the 
most knowledgeable of you 
concerning the prayer of the 
Messenger of Allah |g/ They 
said: 'Why? By Allah, you did not 
follow him more than we did, 
and you did not accompany him 
for longer/ He said: 'Yes I am/ 
They said: 'Show us/ He said: 
'When the Messenger of Allah |g 
stood up for prayer, he would say 
the Takbir, then he would raise his 
hands parallel to his shoulders, 
and every part of his body would 
settle in place. Then he would 
recite, then he would raise his 
hands parallel to his shoulders 
and bow, placing his palms on his 
knees and supporting his weight 
on them. He neither lowered his 
head, nor raised it up, it was 
evenly balanced (between either 
extreme). Then he would say: 
" Sami' Allahu liman hamidah (Allah 
hears those who praise Him); and 
he would raise his hands parallel 
with his shoulders, until every 
bone returned to its place. Then 
he would prostrate himself on the 
ground, keeping his arms away 
from his sides. Then he would 
raise his head and tuck his left 
foot under him and sit on it, and 
he would spread his toes when he 
prostrated. ^ Then he would 
prostrate, then say the Takbir and 
sit on his left foot, until every 
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^ Meaning that he would plant them in such a way that they were facing the Qiblah. 
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bone returned to its place. Then 
he would stand up and do the 
same in the next Rak'ah. Then 
when he stood up after two 
Rak'ah, he would raise his hands 
level with his shoulders as he did 
at the beginning of the prayer. 
Then he would offer the rest of 
his prayer in like manner until, 
when he did the prostration after 
which the Taslivi comes, he would 
push one of his feet back and sit 
with his weight on his left side, 
Mutawarrikan .' [1] They said: 'You 
have spoken the truth; this is how 
the Messenger of Allah jgg used to 
perform the prayer/" 1 - 2 ' ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


The manner of sitting for the last Tashah-hud differs from the sitting 
between the two prostrations. It is what they call Tawarruk that has been 
explained in the Hadith. In a prayer of three or four Rak'ah, sitting for the 
first Tashah-hud is exactly like sitting between the two prostrations. In case 
of a prayer of two Rak'ah, its first Tashah-hud is also the last. Therefore, we 
must adopt tire method of Tuwarnik (sitting with the left foot brought 
forward so that the buttocks are in direct contact with the ground). 


1062. It was narrated that 
'Amrah said: "I asked 'Aishah: 
'How did the Messenger of Allah 
<|t perform prayer?' She said: 
'When the Prophet jg performed 
ablution, he would put his hand 
in the vessel and say Bismillah, 
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[1) Mutawarrikan : i.e., sitting with the left foot brought forward so that one's buttocks are 
in direct contact with the ground. 

121 Similar preceded under no. 862. 
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and he would perform ablution 
properly. Then he would stand 
and face the Qiblah. He would say 
the Takbir raising his hands 
parallel to his shoulders. Then he 
would bow, putting his hands on 
his knees and keeping his arms 
away from his sides. Then he 
would raise his head and 
straighten his back, and he would 
stand a little longer than your 
standing. Then he would 
prostrate, pointing his hands 
towards the Qiblah, keeping Iris 
arms away (from his sides) as 
much as possible, according to 
what I have seen. Then he would 
raise his head and sit on his left 
foot with his right foot held 
upright, and he disliked leaning 
towards his left side.' ” (Da' if) 
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Chapter 73. Shortening The 
Prayer W hil e Traveling^ 1 

1063. It was narrated that 'Umar 
said: "The prayer while traveling 
is two R ak'ah, and Friday is two 
Rak'ah, and 'Lid is two Rak'ah. 
They are complete and are not 
shortened, as told by Muhammad 
i|." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Shortening of tire prayer by the worshipers while traveling does not mean 


t 1 ' That is, for any prayer that is normally four Rak'ah , then while traveling it is two. the 
Maghrib remains three in either case. 
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the shortening of the reward by Allah, who will bestow the reward of four 
Rak'ah even for the shortened prayer of two Rak'ah . 
b. Friday prayer, though performed at the time of Zuhr, is only two obligatory 
Rak'ah instead of four. 


1064. 'Umar said: "The prayer 
when traveling is two Rak'ah, and 
Friday is two Rak'ah, and Al-Fitr 
and Al-Adha are two Rak'ah, 
complete, not shortened, as told 
by Muhammad jg(." (Sahih) 
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1065. It was narrated that Ya'la 
bin Umayyah said: "I asked 
'Umar bin Khattab: 'Allah says: 
"And when you travel in the 
land, there is no sin on you if you 
shorten the prayer if you fear that 
the disbelievers may put you in 
trial (attack you), verily, the 
disbelievers are ever to you open 
enemies," [1] but now there is 
security and people are safe.' He 
said: 'I found it strange just as 
you do, so I asked the Messenger 
of Allah HI about that, and he 
said: "It is a charity that Allah has 
bestowed upon you, so accept His 
charity." (Sahih) 
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[1] An-Nisa' 4:101, 
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Comments: 

a. The shortening of the prayer is a gift from Allah that must be accepted. 

b. There is a hint in it that performing shortened prayer during travels is 
preferable. 

c. The Quranic Verse makes the permission to perform shortened prayers 
conditional upon a situation of fear from the enemy. The Hadith, however, 
makes it clear that the condition was only in the context of the situation as 
it existed in those days, but now shortened prayer is permitted for people 
on-joumey even in conditions of peace and security. 


1066. It was narrated from 
Umayyah bin 'Abdullah bin 
Khalid that he said to 'Abdullah 
bin 'Umar: "We find (mention of) 
the prayer of the resident and the 
prayer in a state of fear in the 
Qur'an, but we do not find any 
mention of the prayer of the 
traveler. 'Abdullah said to him: 
"Allah sent Muhammad $|§ to us, 
and we did not know anything, 
rather we do what we saw 
Muhammad j|j doing." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The Qur'an mainly gives a framework of rules and statutes that are 
expanded and explained through Ahadith. It is,therefore, essential that we 
believe in both and implement both. 


1067. It was narrated that Ibn 
"Umar said: When the Messenger 
of Allah H§ went out from this 
city (Al-Madinah) he did not 
perform more than two Rak'ah for 
prayer until he returned." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Regulations concerning shortened prayer become operative as soon as a 
person comes out of the city of his residence, and last until he returns. 
There is no stipulation that he will start performing the shortened prayer 
only after covering such and such distance. 


1068. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "Allah enjoined the 
prayer upon the tongue of your 
Prophet jgg: Four Rak'ah while a 
resident and two Rak'ah when 
traveling." ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 74. Combining 
Prayer While Traveling 
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1069. It was narrated from 
Mujahid, Sa'eed bin Jubair, 'Ata' 
bin Abi Rabah and Tawus that 
Ibn 'Abbas told them that the 
Messenger of Allah |g used to 
combine the Maghrib and 'Isha' 
when traveling, although there 
was nothing to make him hurry 
and no enemy pursuing him, and 
he was not afraid of anything. 
(Da'if) 
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1070. It was narrated from 
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Mu'adh bin Jabal that the Prophet 
*f§ combined the Zuhr and 'Asr, 
and the Maghrib and Ishd' when 
traveling during the campaign of 
Tabuk. ( Sahih ) 
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a. Combining two prayers at a time while traveling is as good a permission 
and provision as shortening the prayer during journeys in Islam. 

b. Combining the two prayers while traveling could take either of the two 
forms: (i) delaying the first of the two prayers until it is time for the next 
prayer, which is to say: performing the Zuhr prayer along with 'Asr and 
Maghrib with Isha'. This is called Jam’u Ta'khir (combining through 
delaying), or (ii) forwarding the second prayer and performing if at the time 
prescribed for the first, i.e., performing the 'Asr prayer along with Zuhr and 
'lsha' prayer with AAaghrib. This is known as Jam'u Taqdim (combining 
through forwarding). (See Jdmi' At-Tinnidhi: H. 553). 


Chapter 75. Voluntary Prayer 
While Traveling 

1071. It was narrated from Tsa 
bin Hafs bin 'Asim bin 'Umar bin 
Khattab that his father told him: 
"We were with Ibn 'Umar on a 
journey, and he led us in prayer. 
Then we finished with him and 
he finished turning around, and 
saw some people praying. He 
said: 'What are these people 
doing?' I said: 'Glorifying 
AIlah/ [11 He said: 'If I wanted to 
glorify Allah (perform voluntary 
prayer) I would have completed 
my prayer. O son of my brother! I 
accompanied the Messenger of 
Allah jH and he never prayed 
more than two Rak'ah when he 
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Meaning, they were offering voluntary prayer. 
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was traveling, until Allah took his 
soul. Then I accompanied Abu 
Bakr and he never prayed more 
than two Rak'ah (when he was 
traveling), until Allah took his 
soul. Then I accompanied 'Umar 
and he never prayed more than 
two Rak'ah, until Allah took his 
soul. Then I accompanied 
'Uthman and he never prayed 
more than two Rak'ah, until Allah 
took his soul. Allah says: 'Indeed 
in the Messenger of Allah 
(Muhammad jy§) you have a good 
example to follow.'" M 
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Comments: 

a. It was the practice of the Prophet j§§ and of the Rightly Guided Caliphs A 
not to perform any Sunnah or voluntary prayers before or after the 
obligatory prayer. 

b. Performing other voluntary prayer is permitted. The Messenger of Allah H 
used to offer voluntary prayers during the journeys on his mount. 


1072. Usamah bin Zaid said: "I 
asked Tawus about performing 
voluntary prayer while traveling. 
Al-Hasan bin Muslim bin Yannaq 
was sitting with him and he said: 
'Tawus told me that he heard Ibn 
'Abbas say: "The Messenger of 
Allah Ig enjoined prayer while a 
resident and prayer when one is 
traveling. We used to pray when 
we were residents both before and 
after (the obligatory prayer), and 
we used to pray both before and 
after (the obligatory prayer) when 
we were traveling .' " (Hasan) 
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[1] Al-Ahzab 33 : 21 . 
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Chapter 76. For How Long 
May A Traveler Shorten His 
Prayer If He Stays In A 


1073. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Humaid Az- 
Zuhri said: "I asked Sa'ib bin 
Yazid: 'What have you heard 
about staying in Makkah?' He 
said: 'I heard 'Ala' bin Hadrami 
say: "The Prophet jg said: 'Three 
(days) for the Muhdjir after 
departing (from Mina).' 1 ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


It has been deduced from it, that staying beyond three days at a place 
makes a traveling person like a resident. The Emigrants were not permitted 
to take their residence once again in Makkah, so that that they continue to 
merit the reward of Emigration. The Prophet Ji permitted them to stay 
there up to three days. It means a stay of three days does not give one the 
status of a resident. As such, if a traveler stays up to three days at a place, 
he may perform the shortened prayer. Some other scholars, however, base 
their opinion on the text of the next Hadith, and extend the period for 
shortened to four days. 


1074. 'Ata' narrated: "Jabir bin 
'Abdullah, who was among the 
people with me, told me that the 
Prophet s|| arrived in Makkah in 
the morning of the fourth day of 
Dhul-Hijjah." (Sahih) 
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^ The meaning of it is: being finished from the rites (of Hajj ) 
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H\l: 


Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah jgj arrived in Makkah in the morning of the fourth 
day of Dhul-Hijjah, and therefrom departed for Mina on the Day of 
Tanviyak (8th of Dhul-Hijjah). The report contains the hint that shortened 
prayer (of two Rak'ah) can be performed up to four days. The conclusion is 
that, as far as the fixing of the number of days for shortened prayer is 
concerned, this Hadith is more explicit and decisive. And Allah knows best. 
However, both the positions are correct. 


£ 


1075. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m stayed for nineteen days 
in which he shortened his prayer 
to two Rak'ah. So, whenever we 
stayed for nineteen days we 
would shorten our prayer to two 
Rak'ah, but if we stayed more than 
that we would pray four Rak'ah.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


v- 
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It was on the occasion of the conquest of Makkah. But the Messenger of 
Allah Ig had not intended to stay at Makkah for nineteen days. He was in 
fact, what may be called, an uncertain traveler. An uncertain traveler is one 
who intends to leave the place any day, but somehow cannot. Such a 
person is not technically considered a 'resident' even though he might stay 
for a considerably long period. He can continue to offer the shortened 
prayer of two Rak'ah like a traveler. 


1076. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah §! stayed in Makkah for 
fifteen nights dining the year of 
the Conquest, (during which time) 
he shortened his prayer. (Sahih) 
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1077. Yahya bin Abu Ishaq 
narrated that Anas said: "We 
went out with the Messenger of 
Allah |§ from Al-Madinah to 
Makkah, during which time we 
shortened our prayer to two 
Rak'ah, until we came back." I 
asked: "How long did he stay in 
Makkah?" He said: "Ten (days)." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


In a situation of uncertainty, the rule limiting the duration of stay is not 
applicable. The person concerned can perform shortened prayer as long as 
he stays. 


Chapter 77. Concerning One 
Who Does Not Perform 
Prayer 
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1078. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah #| said: 
'Between a person and Kufr 
(disbelief) is abandoning the 
prayer.'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Prayer is one of the basic pillars of Islam, and has always been an enjoined 
duty in the Shari'ah of all the Prophets. 

b. Many scholars hold the view that a non-performer of prayer is a Kafir 
(disbeliever) while some others say that a person who leaves prayer because 
of his insolence is not a Kafir, but even they consider a person Kafir if he 
denies the very fact of the obligation of prayer. 
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1079. 'Abdullah bin Buraidah ». 

narrated that his father said: "The ^ ' s ’ ' ' 

Messenger of Allah «H said: 'The if if tJf' 

covenant that distinguishes >. S| >./ .. .... *, .<*„ 

, , , ° ,v 4iil jlp iJblj ,v ,‘iw- UJb- 

between us and them is prayer; so LX ' ' " u ' y 

whoever leaves it, he has :||| dil Jli :JU If ^&f. 

committed Kufr.’ " (Sahih) s > 
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Comments: l — ' * * - 

What the Hadith means is this that, since a hypocrite outwardly makes his 
confession of faith, all the laws of Shari'ah operate on him. But if he 
abandons performing prayer, then he openly declares disbelief. And since 
he openly declares disbelief, he forfeits all the rights available to a believer. 
In other words, leaving prayer is identical to a declaration of disbelief. This 
being so, there is food for thought for the many Muslims-in-name-only, and 
a need to search their souls to determine to which category they truly 
belong. 

1080. It was narrated from Anas CaI^I p” if^~*J'' ~ 

bin Malik that the Prophet || ;s , ' ' 

said: "There is nothing standing "if if 1 

between a person and Shirk ^ ‘isCjVl 

(polytheism) except leaving the ' ’’ l 

prayer, so if he leaves it he has 5^ if" 4^ if. cf*' 1 if' 

committed Shirk" (Da'if) iyi VI iSVilf. jdl ,3 :JlS 
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Comments: 

Worshiping any thing or being other them Allah is polytheism. So, anyone 
who abandons prayer in fact gives up worshiping Allah and starts 
worshiping Satan. It is so because following the dictates of Satan in 
opposition to those of Allah is equal to worshiping Satan. 
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Chapter 78. The Obligation 
Of Friday 
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1081. It was narrated that Jabir 
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bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah |§§ delivered a 
sermon to us and said: 'O people! 
Repent to Allah before you die. 
Hasten to do good deeds before 
you become preoccupied (because 
of sickness and old age). Uphold 
the relationship that exists 
between you and your Lord by 
remembering Him a great deal 
and by giving a great deal of 
charity in secret and openly. (Then) 
you will be granted provision and 
Divine support, and your 
condition will improve. Know that 
Allah has enjoined Friday upon 
you in this place of mine, on this 
day, in this month, in this year, 
until the Day of Resurrection. 
Whoever abandons it, whether 
during my lifetime or after I am 
gone, whether he has a just or an 
unjust ruler, whether he takes it 
lightly or denies (that it is 
obligatory), may Allah cause him 
to lose all sense of tranquility and 
contentment, and may He not bless 
him in his affairs. Indeed, his 
prayer will not be valid, his Zaktii 
will not be valid, his Hajj will not 
be valid, his fasting will not be 
valid, and his righteous deeds will 
not be accepted, until he repents. 
Whoever repents, Allah will accept 
his repentance. No woman should 
be appointed as Imam over a man, 
no Bedouin, should be appointed as 
Imam over a Muhajir, no immoral 
person should be appointed as 
Imam over a (true) believer, unless 
that is forced upon him and he 
fears his sword or whip/ " (Da 1 if) 
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1082. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Ka'b bin 
Malik said: "I used to guide my 
father after he lost his sight and 
when I took him out for the 
Friday (prayer), when he heard 
the Adhan he would pray for 
forgiveness for Abu Umamah 
As'ad bin Zurarah, and supplicate 
for him. I heard that from him for 
a while, then I said to myself: 'By 
Allah! What is this weakness? 
Every time he hears the Adhan for 
Friday (prayer) I hear him praying 
for forgiveness for Abu Umamah 
and supplicate for him, and I do 
not ask him about why he does 
that.' Then I took him out for 
Friday (prayer), as I used to take 
him out, and when he heard the 
Adhan he prayed for forgiveness as 
he used to do. I said to him: 'O my 
father! I see you supplicating for 
As'ad bin Zurarah every time you 
hear the call for Friday; why is 
that?' He said: 'O my son, he was 
the first one who led us for the 
Friday prayer before the 
Messenger of Allah jg came from 
Makkah, in Naqi' AI-Khadamat (a 
place near Al-Madinah), in the 
plain of Harrah Banu Bayadah.' I 
asked: 'How many of you were 
there at that time?' He said: 'Forty 
men.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The fact of forty men being present at the time should not lead one into 
believing that a minimum number of forty is essential for the institution of 
the Friday prayer. In fact, even fewer than this makes tire Friday prayer 
compulsory. It is rather the duty of Muslims, even numbering as few as 
three or four, living anywhere in the World with a non-Muslim majority, 
and whether or not they have a duly constructed mosque, that they 
organize their daily prayer as well as Friday prayers in congregation, in 
order to maintain their collectivity. 


1083. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'Allah led those 
who came before us astray from 
Friday. Saturday was for the Jews 
and Sunday was for the 
Christians. And they will lag 
behind us until the Day of 
Resurrection. We axe the last of 
the people of this world but we 
will be the first to be judged 
among all of creation.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 




a. Friday is the best of all the seven days of the week. 

b. The community of the Prophet Muhammad s|| is superior in excellence to 
all other peoples and communities. One of the aspects of its superiority is 
the fact that it will be the first to present its account to Allah, the Glorified 
and Exalted, on the Day of Reckoning. Thus, the just and righteous of this 
community will be admitted to the Gardens of Paradise before all others. 

Chapter 79. The Virtues Of 4*£Jdl jjhi ^ : cwU - (VA 

Frida >' ' ' ' (iuajl) 
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1084. It was narrated that Abu 
Lubabah bin 'Abdul-Mundhir 
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said: "The Prophet j§§ said: 

Friday is the chief of days, the 
greatest day before Allah. It is 
greater before Allah than the Day 
of Adha and the Day of Fitr. It has 
five characteristics: On it Allah 
created Adam; on it Allah sent 
Adam down to this earth; on it 
Allah caused Adam to die; on it 
there is a time during which a 
person does not ask Allah for 
anything but He will give it to 
him, so long as he does not ask 
for anything that is forbidden; 
and on it the Hour will begin. 
There is no angel who is dose to 
Allah, no heaven, no earth, no 
wind, no mountain and no sea 
that does not fear Friday/" 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. The creation of Adam BSSft was a great favor of Allah, since we are all from 
him, and by virtue of being humans, we are superior to other creatures if 
we adorn ourselves with the wealth of true belief and virtuous deeds. 

b. The coming down of our grandfather Adam SKSI was also a great favor of 
Allah upon us. 

c. Even death is a great boon for a true believer, since it is the doorway 
through which we pass over to the territory of Allah's bounties and favors, 
leaving behind our earthly period of trial. Entry into Paradise as well as the 
joy of seeing Allah is only possible after we are able to cross the threshold 
of death. Friday was a blessed day for Adam because it was on this day 
that he met his death and entered the Gardens of Paradise. This is also a 
day of celebration for us, because it was on this day (Friday) that Allah 
showered His mercy on our great grandfather. 

d. The Day of Resurrection is the day of Allah's mercy, but it is also the day of 
His punishment for the wrongdoers and sinners. Many fearful happenings 
are foretold to occur on that day. All the creatures, therefore, fear the 
coining of Friday, because any Friday could be the Doomsday. 
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Shaddad bin Aws said: "The 
Messenger of Allah #| said: 'The 
best of your days is Friday. On it 
Adam was created, on it the 
Trumpet will be blown, on it all 
creatures will swoon. So send a 
great deal of peace and blessings 
upon me on that day, for your 
peace and blessings will be 
presented to me/ A man said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, how will our 
peace and blessings be shown to 
you when you will have 
disintegrated?' He said: 'Allah has 
forbidden the earth to consume the 
bodies of the Prophets/ " ( Da'if) 


J\ j* 9- jja 

J j Jls ijli ^ 

0 * 

JH- ^ bp 

. 22 kZai \ iSj , Si&ll iSj . 

U>jjxjc ^ j* ^Ip 

Jj-ij 

ccuojl Jij lIJiIp 
ol ^5 4»l : Jlii 

. fip-LjVl SLl^l 



JJ l 1 J^P -vjf 4>0 15 <Jp 4*3 [. t.j3en« -/? 0-S L w »|] . 

0_jD JJ |j) Li" Ahii ! l>- | C t. n . ■» ./j I ) <U»L/! 

“jA’J 1 V £V:^ Ojli j/l aijjs ^ j y,j (jr^ <j/j 

• lP-’J O*-^ Oi b* 


Comments: 


a. When the Hour comes, a particular angel Isrdfil ?fc0 shall sound the Trumpet 
(called Sur in the Qur' an). This will herald the beginning of the Hour. 

b. Sending peace and blessings on the Prophet jig is a deed par excellence, and 
so is Friday. It is this affinity between the two that makes sending peace 
and blessings on the Prophet -/<§ all the more opportune on Friday. 

c. One should not be deluded into thinking that the moment we redte our 
peace and blessings on the Prophet -is he is informed of it instantly. In all 
likelihood it is communicated to him by the angels at an appropriate time, 
which means that the Messenger of Allah jf§ does not directly hear any 
body's peace and blessings, neither from near nor from afar. It is the angels 
that conununicate it to him. The Hadith suggesting that he directly hears our 
peace and blessings for him is not based on a sound chain of narration. 

1086. It was narrated from Abu Itli £&!>■ - HAT 

Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jjjjjj said: "From one Friday 
to the next is an expiation for jig 4 j| J ^ bl i'J'J* ^ 

whatever was committed in ^ 
between, so long as one does not • ^ 

commit any major sin." {Sahih) g ^j| f °A u 
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Comments: ^ 

a. Minor sins are washed off through virtuous deeds. 

b. Major sins are pardoned on sincere repentance. 

c. Some of the major sins are so grave that, because of them, even our 
virtuous deeds fail to blot our minor sins. 


Chapter 80. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Bath On 
Friday 

1087. Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi 
said: "I heard the Prophet 5g| say: 
'Whoever takes a bath on Friday, 
and bathes completely, and goes 
early, arriving early, 1 11 ' and walks 
and does not ride (to the mosque), 
and sits close to the Imam and 
listens to him, and does not 
engage in idle talk; for every step 
he takes he will have the reward 
of one year, the reward of a year's 
fasting and praying (at night)." 
( Sahih ) 
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[1] It has been translated in its most general form, and the commentaries differ over the 
meaning. After the narration, Tirmidhi said (no- 496): “Regarding this Hadith, Mahmud 
(one of the narrators) told that Waki' said: 'Whoever takes a bath' refers to him; 'and 

bathes completely refers to his wife." It has been reported that ('Abdullah) bin Al- 
Mubarak said about this Hadith: "Whoever bathes completely and 'Whoever 
performs GhusV means washes his head and performs Ghusl" And Ibn Mubarak is 
one of the narrators in this chain of Ibn Majah, whereas Waki' narrated the chain 
with Tirmidhi. These two views reported by At-Tirmidhi are the most popular, in 
Tuhfatul-Akwadhi, Mubarakpuri preferred the second view, that of Ibn Mubarak, 
while in his notes on Ibn Majah, Sindi quoted Suyuti’s view, which elaborated on the 
first view, that of Waki'. Most of them say that 'Goes early, arriving early means at 
the early time for the prayer, and is early for the sermon. 
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Comments: 

a. The two words Ghasala and Ightasala used in the Hadith are from the same 
root but have a fine line of difference in meaning. Some of the scholars have 
taken the first (Ghasala) to mean 'he washed his head', and the second 
(Ightasala) to mean 'he performed complete bath'. Some other scholars hold 
the opinion that the first ( Ghasala ) means the person washing himself as man 
ordinarily does, while the second means that he took a complete bath after 
having sexual relations with his wife, so that on his way to and from the 
mosque for Friday prayer his attention is not diverted by the sight of women. 

b. Alongside the prayer, the sermon delivered by the Imam on Friday is also 
an important part of the ritual and must be listened to attentively. Engaging 
oneself in idle talks or in any other activity during the course of sermon is a 
negation of the very purpose of the sermon. 


1088. It was narrated that lbn 
'Umar said: "I heard the Prophet 
jg| say from the pulpit: 'Whoever 
comes to Friday, let him take a 
hath.'" (Sahih) 
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1089. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the 
Messenger of Allah jgg said: "Bath 
on Fridays is obligatory for every 
male who has reached the age of 
puberty." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a 'Obligatory' here may be taken to mean desirable and better since other 
Haditli, e.g., the one in the next chapter contains concession, i.e, the 
permission not to have a bath. 

b. Attending Friday prayer is an enjoined duty for the male adults, not for 
women and children. 
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Chapter 81. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Concession For That 
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1090. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jg| said: 'Whoever performs 
ablution and performs ablution 
well, then comes to Friday 
(prayer); and sits near (the Imam), 
and keeps, quiet and listens, he 
will be forgiven for what was 
between that and the previous 
Friday (of sins), and three days 
more. And whoever touches the 
pebbles then he has engaged in 
Laghm (idle talk or behavior).'' 
(Sahih) 

Comments: 

Forgiveness for the sins of ten da) 

Friday prayer, duly observing all it 

1091. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Mailik that the Prophet s|| 
said: "Whoever performs ablution 
on Friday, it is well and good for 
him, and he has done what is 
obligatory for him. But whoever 
takes a bath, bath is better." 
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'$ is promised for those who attend the 
etiquette. 
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Comments: 

A bath is not a pre-condition for the Friday prayer. It is. nevertheless a 
praiseworthy and desirable act. 
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Chapter 82. What Was 
Narrated About Setting Out 
Early For Friday 

1092. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: "When Friday 
comes, angels stand at every door 
of the mosque and record the 
names of the people who come, in 
order of arrival. When the Imam 
comes out, they close their records 
and listen to the sermon. The first 
one who comes to the prayer is 
like one who sacrifices a camel; 
the one who comes after him is 
like one who sacrifices a cow; the 
one who comes after him is like 
one who sacrifices a ram," (and 
so on) until he made mention of a 
hen and an egg. Sahl added in his 
Hadith: "And whoever comes after 
that comes only to do his duty 
with regard to the prayer.” 
(Sakik) 
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Comments: 

a. Those arriving before others enjoy higher ranks, therefore get greater 


rewards. 


b. Early arrivals axe those that reach the mosque before the start of sermon. 
Those arriving after the start of sermon do get reward for listening to 
sermon and performing the Friday prayer, but do not get the extra reward 
reserved for early arrivals. 


c. The angels' action of stopping the recording of the names and listening to 
the sermon, contains the message that no outside activity is allowed during 


the currency of the sermony. 


1093. It was narrated from 
Samurah bin Jundab that the 
Messenger of Allah jjjf described 
the likeness of Friday, saying that 
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those who come earliest are like 
the one who sacrifices a camel, 
then like one who sacrifices a 
cow, then like one who sacrifices 
a sheep, until he made mention of 
a chicken. (Hasan) 
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1094. It was narrated that 
'Alqamah said: "I went out with 
'Abdullah to Friday (prayer), and 
he found three men who arrived 
before him. He said: 'The fourth 
of four, and the fourth of four is 
not far away. I heard the 
Messenger of Allah j§| say: "On 
the Day of Resurrection people 
will gather near Allah according 
to how early they came to Friday 
(prayer), the first, second, and 
third.' " Then he said: 'The fourth 
of four, and the fourth of four is 
not far away.'" ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 83. What Was 
Narrated About Adornment 
On Fridays 

1095. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Salam that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah £| 
saying on the pulpit one Friday: 
"There is nothing wrong with 
anyone of you buying two 
garments for Friday (prayer). 
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other than his daily work 
clothes." (Hasan) 

(Another chain) from Yusuf bin 
'Abdullah bin Salam that his 
father said: "The Prophet ;g| 
delivered a sermon to us" and he 
mentioned that. 
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Comments: 

a. We should wear nice special garments for Friday prayers. 

b. The Friday sermon should also cover topics related to practical matters. 

c. Qeanliness, more than usual, must be done for Friday prayers. 




1096. It was narrated from '^S- 
'Aishah that the Prophet |j§ 
delivered a sermon to the people f 
one Friday, and he saw them 
wearing woolen clothes. The 
Messenger of Allah ||§ said: 

"There is nothing wrong with any 
one of you, if he can afford it, 
buying two garments for Friday, 
other than his daily work 
clothes." (Hasan) 

y j ja£* $ L>- \ ^ a^>- 1 tj y j l ^ ^ c 
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Comments: 

a. Wearing clean nice clothes specially made for Friday prayers shall be a 
proof that the person concerned attaches greater importance to this 
particular act of worship. 

b. There is no harm done if one is not able to have separate garments for the 
occasion, but he must take particular care of cleanliness for the occasion. 
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1097. It was narrated from Abu 
Dharr that the Prophet jp said: 
"Whoever takes a bath on a 
Friday and does it well, and 
purifies himself and does it well, 
and puts on his best clothes, and 
puts on whatever Allah decrees 
for him of the perfume of his 
family, then comes to the mosque 
and does not engage in idle talk 
or separate (pushing between) 
two people; he will be forgiven 
for (his sins) between that day 
and the previous Friday." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. Performing ablution and bath and doing them well, is recognizing the 
importance of Friday . 

b. People should come duly perfumed for Friday prayer. If a person has no 
perfume for himself, he can use the perfume of his family. 

c. It is not allowed for anyone to come late, and yet try to create a space for 
himself in the front row by putting the seated assembly to inconvenience. 


1098. It was narrated that I bn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah H; said: 'This day is an 'Eid 
(festival) which Allah has ordained 
for the Muslims. Whoever comes 
to Friday (prayer), let him take a 
bath and if he has perfume then let 
him put some on. And upon you (I 
urge to use) is the tooth stick." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Use of the tooth stick must be a part of our preparation for eacli prayer in 
general, and for Friday in particular, since brushing the teeth is a part of 
our own cleanliness and purification. 


Chapter 84. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Time Of Friday (prayer) 

1099. It was narrated that Sahl 
bin Sa'd said: "We did not take a 
Qailulah nor eat Ghada' until after 
Friday (prayer)." 115 
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Comments: 




A a ^ ^ t •• ■-. .ill 


a. Qailulah (siesta; midday nap) is a midday rest. On Fridays, however, the 
Companions abstained from taking it at its usual time in order to be early 
for Friday prayer. 

b. Delaying the lunch until after the Friday prayer was also a part of their 
preparation for it. They probably thought that going to the mosque with 
stuffed bellies might make them sleepy during the sermon. 


1100. lyas bin Salamah bin 
Akwa' narrated that his father 
said: "We used to perform Friday 
(prayer) with the Prophet #§, then 
we would return, and we would 
not see any shadow from the 
walls in which we could seek 
shade." 

. <j gj la w . ,i 
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Comments: -A< IP A1 ‘ : C ‘cr^ 11 djj^ 0^ ‘X 

a. Much like the Zukr, the Friday prayer is also performed soon after the sun 
has passed its zenith. 
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f 1 ' Qailulah is a rest in the middle of the day even if one does not sleep. Ghada' is the 
meal eaten in the beginning of the day. Explanation by Sindi. 
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b. The sermon being brief, people used to return so early that the shadow 
from the walls was still quite scant. 


1101. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd 
bin 'Ammar bin Sa'd, the Mu'adh- 
dhin of the Prophet Ig, said: "My 
father told me, narrating from his 
father, from his grandfather, that 
during the time of the Messenger 
of Allah |§, he used to call tire 
Adhan on Fridays when the 
shadow was like a sandal strap." 
(Da'if) 


& l£U : j\Xi y fll* -11*1 

. * s » o „ a | £ ^ a 9 s *9 

ozy y^ y jUf y y~> y 

5 & if ’■y) ly i tj‘) : iit 

tj bl£ 4il 

JL 3i dis ui |g 4 1 


t _ ? U- i i-g.. * .. A .ilud |1 a J£j : ^ysj 

. -Ujl JU~j tdb- N jtiaiJi (J Lai) a^jl Ulj L4jy*sJ 

1102. It was narrated that Anas tfjjL. ; iye- y jJJ-\ bil>- - \ 1 < Y 
said: "We used to perform the ^ 

Friday (prayer), then we would cr' 1 If -dUlh« y 

return for a nap (Qailulah)." 111 ’( > •• 1* ^ -ju 

(Sahih) ° r C 
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Comments: 

Qailulah, as earlier explained, is a nap or rest in the middle of the day 
generally done before the Zuhr prayer. On Friday, preparations for prayer 
kept the Companion so much occupied that they delayed the nap until after 
the Friday prayer. 


Chapter 85. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Sermon On Friday 

1103. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Prophet s§§ used to 
deliver two sermons, and he 
would sit briefly between the two. 
(One of the narrators) Bishr 
added: "While he was standing." 
(Sahih) 
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^ See the note for no. 1099. 
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Comments: 


l&d* 
d*. ^A- 

^ 4<aJL>*jl 


a. Friday prayer has two sermons. 

b. The sermon must be delivered standing, unless there is a valid excuse for 
not doing so. 

c. In order to separate the two semons from each other, there should be a 
small break in between. 

d. The sermons should be used for purposes of admonition and instruction. 


1104. It was narrated from Ja'far 
bin 'Amr bin Huraith that his 
father said: "I saw the Prophet |j§ 
delivering the sermon on the 
pulpit, wearing a black turban." 
( Sahih ) 
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Comments: ^ jj 1 


a. It is a part of Siinnah to deliver the sermon standing on the pulpit. 

b. Wearing black clothes is permissible. There is, however, a certain sect that 
puts on black clothes as a mark of grief and mourning. To avoid 
resemblance with them, it is advisable to avoid Wearing black, especially 
during the month of .Vluharram. 


1105. It was narrated that Simak 
bin Harb said: "1 heard Jabir bin 
Samurah say: 'The Messenger of 
Allah j,;S used to deliver the 
sermon standing, but he used to 
sit down briefly, then stand up.' " 
(Sahih) 
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1106. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin Samurah said: "The Prophet 
g|§ used to deliver the sermon 
standing, then he would sit down, 
then he would stand up and recite 
some Verses and remember Allah. 
His sermon was moderate and his 
prayer Was moderate (i.e., neither 
too long nor too short)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The proper way to deliver a sermon is to choose some text from the Qur'an, 
then explain things in the light thereof; 

b. The sermon should neither be too long nor too short, but of moderate length. 

c. The prayer must not be too short Some of the A'imma, either recite the 
shortest among the Surah of tire Qur'an or resort to reciting just three or four 
Verses from a longer Surah. This is all against the Sunrtah of the Prophet jgg-. 


1107. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd 
bin 'Ammar bin Sa'd narrated 
that his father told him, from his 
father, from his grandfather, that 
when the Messenger of Allah j§§ 
delivered a speech on the 
battlefield he would do so leaning 
on a bow, and when he delivered 
a sermon on Friday, he would do 
so leaning on his staff. ( Da'if) 
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1108. 'Alqamah narrated that tfjJ. : £l* ^ ^ tjjli- - H *A 

'Abdullah was asked whether Ore _ c , a c £ , , 

Prophet £j§ used to deliver the u* ^ f b: 
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sermon standing or sitting. He 
said: "Have you not read the Verse: 
'...and leave you (Muhammad) 
standing (while delivering the 
Friday sermon?" !1] ( Da'if) 

Abu 'Abdullah (Ibn Majah) said: 
(This Hadith is) Gharib (Unfamiliar); 
it was not narrated by anyone 
except Ibn Abu Shaibah. 
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Comments: 

a. In his Commentary on the Qur'an, Ibn Kathir AM, quotes a Hadith from Abu 
Dawud's Ahadith of the category of Mursal ( Hadith going back only up to 
the Followers instead of the Prophet jg| himself) to the elf eel that one day 
while the Prophet jig was delivering his sermon after the prayer, somebody 
announced that a trader called Dihyah bin Khalifah had arrived with his 
merchandise. On hearing this, the people got up, leaving behind just a few 
with the Prophet j|| (See Marasil of Abu Dawud, H. 62) It was on this 
occasion that the Verse quoted in the Hadith was revealed. It can, therefore, 
be inferred from the Hadith, that listening to the sermon whether of 'Eid or 
Friday is compulsory, and it is an act of sin to leave the mosque without 
listening to the sermon. And Allah knows best. 

b. We know from this, that upon ascending the pulpit, the chronology is like 
this: First, tire Imam shall greet the assembly (with Saldm), then the Adhan 
shall be called, and then the Imam shall deliver the sermon. 


1109. It was narrated from Jabir 
that whenever the Prophet 3§| 
ascended the pulpit he would 
greet (the people with Saldm). 
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[l] Al-Jwnu'ah 62 : 11 . 
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Chapter 86. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Listening To The Sermon 
And Remaining Silent 

1110. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet I#; said: 
"If you say to your companions: 
'Be quiet' on a Friday while the 
Imam is delivering the sermon, 
you have engaged in Laghw idle 
talk or behavior)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It is prohibited either to initiate conversation or reply to someone else's 
remarks during the sermon. 

b. In cases where there is something of vital import, it is allowed to speak to 
the Imam during the sermon as happened in the case of a person who 
requested the Messenger of Allah ||g to pray to Allah for rain on one 
Friday, and for halting the rain on the next Friday (Sahih Al-BuHmri: 933). 
Similarly, as we shall, see in the next Chapter, the Messenger of Allah jg 
spoke to Sulaik Ghatafani fA during the course of his sermon. However, 
things like annoying the assembly with questions after questions in order to 
capture their attention, or getting them to answer aloud, or raise slogans 
inside the mosque, are highly improper acts if done by the Imam. 


1111. 'Ata' bin Yasar narrated 
from Ubayy bin Ka'b: "The 
Messenger of Allah recited 
Tabarak [Al-Mulk (67)] one Friday, 
while he was standing and 
reminding us of the Days of Allah 
(i.e., preaching to us). Abu Darda' 
or Abu Dharr raised an eyebrow 
at me and said: 'When was this 
Surah revealed? For I have not 
heard it before now.' He (Ubayy) 
gestured to him that he should 
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remain silent. When they finished, 
he said: 'I asked you when this 
Surah was revealed and you did 
not answer me." Ubayy said: 
'You have gained nothing from 
your prayer today except the idle 
talk that you engaged in/ He 
went to the Prophet jg and told 
him about that, and what Ubayy 
had said to him. The Messenger 
of Allah tp said: 'Ubayy spoke 
the truth/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. No response should be given to the person who tries to talk to one of you 
during the sermon. 

b. Gesturing to someone to keep quiet is not the same as speech. 

c. Talking during the sermon eats up the reward of Friday prayer. 


Chapter 87. Concerning One 
Who Enters The Mosque 
While The Imam Is 
Delivering The Sermon 

1112. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "Sulaik 
Ghatafani entered the mosque 
when the Prophet jp was 
delivering the sermon. He said: 
'Have you prayed?' He said, 'No/ 
He said: 'Then perform two 
Rak'ah .' " (Sahih) 

As for 'Amr (one of the narrator' s 
of the Hadith), he did not mention 
Sulaik. 
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Comments: 

a. We learn from the Hadith that even the person who enters the mosque 
during the sennon should perform two Rak'ah before he sits down. 

b. These two Rak'ah serve the dual purpose of being Tahiyyatul-Masjid as well as 
Sunnah before Friday prayer. Performing more than two Rak'ah on this occasion 
is not allowed. One can, however, perform as many Rak'ah as one desires in a 
cycle of two each, before the start of the sermon. ( SahihAl-Bukhari : 883). 


1113. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "A man entered the 
mosque when the Prophet H§ was 
delivering the sermon. He said: 
'Have you prayed?' He said: 'No.' 
He said: "Then pray two Rak'ah.' " 
(Hasan) 
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1114. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "Sulaik Al-Ghatafani came 
while the Messenger of Allah 0 
was delivering the sermon. The 
Prophet m said to him: 'Did you 
perform two Rak'ah before you 
came?' He said: 'No.' He said: 
'Then perform two Rak'ah, but 
make them brief.' " {Da' if) 
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Chapter 88. Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Stepping Over 
The People's Shoulders On 
Friday 

1115. It was narrated from Jabir 
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bin 'Abdullah that a man entered 
the mosque one Friday when the 
Messenger of Allah was 

delivering the sermon. He started 
stepping over the people's 
shoulders, and the Messenger of 
Allah 3§§ said: 'Sit down, for you 
have annoyed (people) and you 
are late.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. We must reach the mosque early for Friday prayer so that we are able to 
find a suitable place near the Imam. 

b. If we arrive late, then we must sit wherever we find it fit in the rear rows. 

c. It is not proper to cause trouble to others in order to reach in front. 


1116. It was narrated from Sahl 
bin Mu'adh bin Anas that his 
father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah §§ said: 'Whoever steps 
over the people's necks on Friday 
has built a bridge to Hell.'" 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 89. Concerning 
Speaking After The Imam 
Comes Down From The 
Pulpit 

1117. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the people used to 
speak to the F’rophet i|| about 
their needs when he came down 
from the pulpit on a Friday. 
(Da' if) 
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Chapter 90. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Recitation In The Prayer On 
Friday 
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1118. It was narrated that 
'Ubaidullah bin Abu Rafi' said: 
"Marwan appointed Abu 
Hurairah in charge of Al- 
Madinah, and set out for Makkah. 
Abu Hurairah led us in prayer on 
Friday, and he recited Surat Al- 
}umu'ah in the first Rak'dh, and in 
the second, 'When the hypocrites 
come to you." [1] 'Ubaidullah 
said: "I caught up with Abu 
Hurairah when he finished and 
• said to him: 'You recited two 
Surah that 'Ali used to recite in 
Kufah.' Abu Hurairah said: T 
heard the Messenger of Allah 0 
reciting them/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Reciting these two Surah is proven from Sunnah. However, as we shall see 
in the next Hadith, it is also allowed to recite other Surah . 

b. The Companions were keen to follow and copy the actions of the 
Messenger of Allah to their minutest details. Hence it is, that the action 
of both 'Ali and Abu Hurairah ife., in this case was in perfect emulation of 
the practice of the Prophet s||. 


1119. It was narrated that 
'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah said: 
"Dahhak bin Qais wrote to 
Nu'man bin Bashir, saying: 'Tell 
us what the Messenger of Allah 
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gg used to recite on Friday along 
with Surah Al-Jumu'ah.' He said: 
'He used to recite: "Has there 
come to you the narration of the 
overwhelming (i.e., the Day of 
Resurrection)?'" 111 ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. This Hadith tells us that, alongside Surah Al-Jumu'ah, the Messenger of Allah 
jjjl used to recite Surah Al-Ghashiyah in the Friday prayer, while in tire 
previous Hadith we were told that, in addition to Surah Al-Jumu'ah, he M, 
used to recite Surah Al-Mun&fiqun . The obvious inference, therefore, is that 
we have a choice in the selection of texts and chapters of the Qur'an. 

b. The written word is as dependable as the heard version of a Hadith, 
provided that we are sine about the authenticity of the source. 


1120. It was narrated from Abu 
'Inabah Al-Khawlahi that the 
Prophet ig| used to recite "Glorify 
the Name of your Lord the Most 
High” and "Has there come to 
you the narration of the 
overwhelming (i.e., the Day of 
Resurrection)? 121 on Friday, 
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(Sahih) 
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Chapter 91. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Catches One Rak'ah Of 
Friday Prayer 

1121. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet #j said: 
"Whoever catches one Rak'ah of 
Friday, let him add another Rak'ah 
to it." (Sahih) 
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PI Al-Ghashiyah (88). 

121 Al-A'la (87) and Al-Ghashiyah (88). 
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Comments: 

a. In the ease where a person fails to arrive at the mosque in bine, and is able 
to catch only one Rak'ah with the Imam, he will be considered to have 
performed the Friday prayer in congregation. He should, therefore, perform 
just one more Rak'ah to complete his prayer. 

b. There is a hint in it, that if the person concerned has failed to catch even 
one full Rak'ah, he will have missed the Friday prayer. He, therefore, shall 
perform four Rak'ah as for Zuhr instead of the two prescribed for the Friday 
prayer. 


1122. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah -i-M, said: 'Whoever catches 
one Rak'ah of prayer, he has 
caught it/ " (Sahih) 
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1123. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah H said: 'Whoever catches 
one Rak'ah of Friday prayer or 
other than it, then he has caught 
the prayer/" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

One interpretation of the Hadith is that anyone who catches one Rak'ah shall 
not be deprived of the reward of prayer in congregation. Another 
interpretation, is that if he has the time to do just one Rak'ah before the end 
of the prescribed time, his prayer shall not be considered as missed. For 
instance, a man has just completed one Rak'ah for the Fajr prayer when the 
sun rose, or else he had performed just one Rak'ah for 'Asr before the sun 
went down. In such cases, he should complete his prayer. Such delays are 
not, however, acceptable except for a valid reason or excuse. 


Chapter 92. What Was 
Narrated Concerning From 
Where You Should Come To 
Friday (Prayer) 

1124. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The people of Quba 
used to pray with the Messenger 
of Allah i| on Fridays." (Hasan) 
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Chapter 93. Those Who Do 
Not Attend Friday Prayer 
Without An Excuse 
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1125. It was narrated that Abu 
Ja'd Ad-Damri who was a 
Companion said that the Prophet 
jH said: "Whoever abandons 

Friday (prayer) three times, 
neglecting it, a seal will be placed 
over his heart." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Tahdwun in Arabic is from the same root as Hay yin, which means 
something insignificant. Man, by nature, is prone to neglect and make light 
of performing the things he considers rniimportant. Therefore, Tahfiwunan is 
also sometimes translated as 'lazily'. 


1126. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 
'Whoever abandons Friday 
(prayer) three times, for no 
necessary reason, Allah will place 
a seal over his heart.' " (Hasan) 
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1127. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: The Messenger of 
Allah m said: "What if one of you 
were to take a flock of sheep and 
look for grass for them one or two 
miles away, but he cannot find 
any at that distance, so he goes 
further away? Then (the time for) 

Friday comes but he does not 
attend it, then (another) Friday 
comes but he does not attend it, 
and (another) Friday comes but 
he does not attend it, until Allah 
places a seal on his heart." ( Dai'f) 
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1128. It was narrated from 
Samurah bin Jundab that the 
Prophet said: "Whoever 

abandons Friday deliberately, let 
him give a Dinar in charity, and if 
he cannot afford that, then (let 
him give) half a Dinar." ( Dai'f) 
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Chapter 94. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Prayer 
Before Friday (Prayer) 

1129. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Prophet 3f| 
used to perform four Rak'ah 
before Friday (prayer), and he did 
not separate any of them.” 
(Maudu') 
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Comments: 

One can offer as many Rak'ah as he wishes before the sermon. (See notes on 
H. 1112). However, if he arrives at the mosque during the period of the 
sermon, he would only perform two Rak'ah. (See H. 1113) 


Chapter 95. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Prayer 
after Friday 

1130. It was. narrated that when 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar had prayed 
Friday, he went and prayed two 
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Rak'ah in his house. Then he said: 
"The Messenger of Allah |§f used 
to do that." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah j|g used to perform Sunnah and voluntary prayer in 
his house, although it is also allowed performing the Sunnah prayers in the 
mosque. 


1131. It was narrated front Salim, 
from his father, that the Prophet 
HI used to pray two Rak'ah after 
Jumu'ah. (Sahih) 
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1132. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|g said: 'If you pray after 
Friday , then pray four (Rak'ah).' " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

We know from this, that we can perform either two Rak'ah or four after 
the obligatory Friday prayer. Some of the scholars have reconciled this 
difference by suggesting that four Rak'ah are for one who performs them 
at the mosque (either performing them as two and two, or all the four 
as one continuity), and two for one who offers them in his house. 
(Mir at) 
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Chapter 96. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Sitting 
In Circles On Fridays Before 
The Prayer, And Ihtiba ^ 
When The Imam Is 
Delivering The Sermon 
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1133. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the 
Messenger of Allah jp forbade 
sitting in circles in the mosque on 
Fridays before the prayer. (Hasan) 


Comments: 
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Arriving at the mosque before the scheduled time for Friday prayer is a 
meritorious act meriting reward from Allah, but in the available time one 
must remain engaged in the remembrance of Allah and His praise. Sitting 
in circles here and there, and engaging in idle talks, not only defeats the 
very purpose of coming to the mosque and violates the decorum of the 
place, but also becomes a source of annoyance to tire worshippers. 


1134. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, that 
his grandfather said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 4§; forbade 
Ihtiba on Fridays, meaning, when 
the Imam is delivering the 
sermon." (Hasan) 

Comments: 
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The Messenger of Allah £g has disapproved of Ihtiba' (sitting with one's 
thighs gathered up against the stomach while wrapping one's arms or 
garment around them) during sermon. For one thing, it induces sleep and, 
secondly it defeats the very purpose of attending the sermon. 


1 Ihtiba' and they say Habwah; to sit with one's thighs gathered up against the stomach, 
while wrapping one's arms or garment around them, or, sitting in the same manner 
when the private area becomes exposed. 
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Chapter 97. What Was ^|SS(I ^ U JjU - (<W ^J\) 

Narrated Concerning The " * 

Adhan On Fridays <' rn i ^ d,) 9^' fjtt 


1135. It was narrated that Sa'ib 
bin Yazid said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m had only one Mu'adh- 
dhin. When he came out he 
would give the Adhan and when 
he came down (from the pulpit) 
he would give the Iqamah. Abu 
Bakr and 'Umar did likewise, but 
when 'Uthman (became caliph) 
the numbers of people had 
increased, he added the third call 
from atop a house in the 
marketplace that was called 
Zawra'. When he came out (the 
Mu'adh-dhin) would call the 
Adhan , and when he came down 
from the pulpit, he would call the 
Iqamah. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


a. 'Uthman ^ introduced an additional Adlian (the first one) outside the 
mosque in the marketplace, with a view to attract more and more people. 
In our times, the Adhan called through the loudspeaker from inside the 
mosque can serve that purpose. As such, the Adhan from outside the 


mosque is no longer necessary. 


b. The first Adhan is the Sunnah of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs. The Messenger 
of Allah H§ had commanded to follow his Sunnah as well as the Sunnah of 
the Rightly Guided Caliphs. ( Sunan Ibn Mdjah, H. 42). Thus, both methods - 

(i) giving a single Adhan in emulation of the Sunnah of the Prophet jf|, and 

(ii) giving two Adhan in emulation of the way of the rightly guided Caliphs 
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- are correct. However, to call a a single Adhan in accordance with the 
Sunnah of die Prophet £.§ is better. Moreover, after the widespread use of 
the loudspeaker and watches there is no longer any justification for the first 
Adhan. However, in situations where these facilities are. not available, 
resorting to whatever is needed would be permissible. 


Chapter 98. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Facing 
The Im&n When He Is 
Delivering The Sermon 

1136, It was narrated from 'Adi 
bin Thabit that his father said: 
"When the Prophet 0 stood on 
the pulpit, his Companions would 
turn to face him.'' (Da'if 
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Chapter 99. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Hour That is Hoped For^ 

On Friday 

1137. It was narrated that Abu 
1 lurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 0 said: 'On Friday there is 
a lime when no Muslim man 
happens to stand in prayer at that 
time, asking Allah for good 
things, but He will give that to 
him/' And he gestured with his 
hand to indicate how short that 
time is, ( Sahih )■ 
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Meaning, it is hoped that the supplication will be answered. (Tuh/atul-AIrwadhi ) 
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Comments: 

a. According to a Hadith, the hour is between the time when the Imam sits 
down on the pulpit and the end of the prayer. ( Sahih Muslim : 16) 

b. Some other sayings in this connection are to follow in the coining Ahddith. 


1138. Kathir bin 'Abdullah bin 
'Amr bin 'Awf Al-Muzani 
narrated from his father, that his 
grandfather said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah |g say: 'On 
Friday there is a time of the day 
during which no person asks 
Allah for something but He will 
give him what he asks for."' It 
was said: 'When is that time?' He 
said: 'When the Iqdmali for prayer 
(is called), until the prayer ends.' " 
(Hasan) 
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1139.. It was narrated that ^ ~ HTA 


'Abdullah bin Salam said: "I said, 
when the Messenger of Allah |gt 
was sitting: 'We find in the Book 
of Allah that on Friday there is an 
hour when no believing slave 
performs prayer and asks Allah 
for anything at that time, but 
Allah will fulfill his need.'" 
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'Abdullah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 3§g pointed to me* saying: 
'Or some part of an hour.' I said: 
'You are right, or some part of an 
hour.' I said: 'What time is that?' 
He said: 'It is the last hours of the 
day.' I said: 'It is not the time of 
the prayer?' He said: 'Yes (it is so), 
when a believing slave performs 
prayer and then sits with, nothing 
but the prayer keeping him, he is 
still in a state of prayer.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. We learn from the Hadith, that the last hours of the day is also the time 
when Allah answers the prayers of His servants. 

b. The word 'hour' means indeterminate period of time. The words 'or some 
part of the hour' indicate that the duration would be very short. 

c. Sitting in mosque with no worldly concerns after the prayer is a meritorious 
act, provided that idle talks are avoided, and the time is spent in deeds like 
the remembrance of Allah and the recitation of the Qur'an. 


Chapter 100. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Twelve 
Rak'ah From The Sunnah 
1140. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|§ said: 'Whoever persists 
in performing twelve Rak'ah from 
the Sunnah, a house will be built 
for him in Paradise: four before 
the Z uhr, two Rak'ah after Zuhr, 
two Rak'ah after Maghrib, two 
Rak'ah after the 'Ishd' and two 
Rak'ah before Far].' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The most important of all the prayers are the obligatory prayers. Alongside 
the obligatory prayers, the prayers emphatically enjoined by the Prophet #§ 
known as Sunan Mu'akkadah (compulsory) have their own importance. They 
must not, therefore, be neglected, 

b. It is also allowed to offer two Rak'ah (instead of four) before prayer for the 
Zuhr ( Sahih Al-Bukhari: H. 1172 & Sahih Muslim: 104). 

c. As we shall see under Hadith. 1160, it is also in order to perform four Rak'ah 
(Sunnah) after the obligatory prayer for the Zuhr. 
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1141. It was narrated from Umm 
Habibah bint Abi Sufyan that the 
Prophet said: "Whoever 

performs twelve Rak'ah (of 
Sunnah) during the day and night, 
a house will be built for him in 
Paradise." (Hasan) 
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Comments: - 1 

a. Twelve Rak'ah referred to here means the same emphatically enjoined Rak'ah 
discussed in the previous Hadith. 

b. The house being built in Paradise is the reward for those prayers. Even if a 
believing slave gets admittance to Paradise by virtue of other deeds, he 
shall still get a house as a reward for persistence in this act of worship. 

1142. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said; "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'Whoever performs 
twelve Rak'ah (of Sunnah) each 
day, a house will be built for him 
in Paradise: two Rak'ah before 
Fajr, two Rak'ah before the Zuhr, 
two Rak'ah after Zuhr, two Rak'ah, 

I think he said, before 'Asr, two 
Rak'ah after Maghrib, and I think 
he said two Rak'ah after the 
'Isha'/ " (Da' if) 
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Chapter 101. What Was 
Narrated Concerning two 
Rak'ah Before Fajr 


1143. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that when the dawn 
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illuminated, the Prophet |j§ 
would pray two Rak'ah. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

With regard to this Hadith, Shaikh Albani #Sj puts the record straight and 
says that in fact 'Abdullah bin 'Umar narrates it from the Mother of the 
Believers, Hafsah who reports it from the Messenger of Allah jgj. 
However, this fact does not affect the authenticity of the Hadith as such. 


1144. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah H used to pray two Rak'ah 
before the morning (prayer), as if 
the AdMn were in his ears. (i.e., he 
would pray them briefly). (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Performing the two Rak'ah briefly should not be interpreted as not 
performing the bowing and prostration etc., with ease. It only means 
reducing the number of phrases and words extolling the glory of Allah, and 
the length of the recited Verses of the Qur'an. 

b. The Messenger of Allah j|| was wont to recite the Qur'anic chapters Al- 
Kafirun and Al-Ikhlas, which are among the shortest Surah, in his prayer of 
Sunnah before Fajr ( Sahih Muslim : 98 and Sunan Ibn Majah : 1148-1150). 
Occasionally, he sf| even made a bit longer recitation from these. (Sahih 
Muslim : ibid). 

1145. It was narrated from 
Hafsah bint 'Umar that when the 
call for the Subh prayer was 
given, the Messenger of Allah j|| 
would pray two short Rak'ah 
before going to the prayer. (Sahih) 
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1146. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "When he 
perfonned ablution the Prophet 
sg would pray two (short) Rak'ah 
and then go out for the prayer." 
(Da'if) 
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1147. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "The Prophet Sg; used to 
perform two Rak'ah at the time of 
the Iqamah." ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 102. What Was 
Narrated Concerning What Is 
To Be Recited In The Two 
Rak'ah Before Fajr 

1148. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that in the two Rak'ah 
before the Fajr, the Prophet M 
used to recite: "Say: 'O you 
disbelievers!"^ and: "Say: Allah 
is One " [2] ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 
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Reciting some other part of the Qur'an is also in order, (see notes on H. 
1144). 


111 Al-Kafimn (109). 
m Al-Ikhlas (112). 
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1149. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "I watched the 
Prophet i|§ for a month, and in 
the two Rak'ah before Fajr he used 
to recite "Say: O you 

disbelievers!"^ and: "Say: Allah 
is One."^ 2 ' (Hasan) 
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Comments: 
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Reciting a little louder for all or part of a chapter of the Qur' an, i.e., within 
the hearing of the man standing next to you, even in a prayer known as the 
'prayer of inaudible recitation' is perfectly in order. 


1150. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |S§ used to perform two 
Rak'ah before Fajr, and he used to 
say: 'The best two Surah to recite 
in the two Rak'ah of Fajr are: "Say: 
Allah is one" 13 J and "Say: O you 
disbelievers."^ ( Da'if) 
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[1! Al-Kafirun (109). 
121 Al-BMas (112). 
[3] Al-Kdfimn (109). 
w Al-Ikhlas (112). 
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Chapter 103. What Has Been 
Narrated Concerning: Once 
The Iqamah Has Been Called, 
There Should Be No Prayer 
Except The Obligatory One 
1151. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah i|| said: "Once the Iqamah 
has been called, there should be 
no prayer but the obligatory one." 
(Sahih) 

Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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Comments: 


a. Once the Iqamah has been called, we have to join the prayer, since it is not 
allowed to perform any Sunnah or Nafl (voluntary) prayer after tire Iqamah 
for the obligatory prayer. 

b. Even if a person is already in the middle of a Sunnah prayer, he has to leave 
it and join the congregation. 


1152. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Sarjis that the 
Messenger of Allah jg saw a man 
performing the two Rak'ah before 
the morning prayer while he 
himself was performing prayer. 
When he had finished praying he 
said to him: "Which of your two 
prayers did you intend to be 
counted (i.e. accepted)?" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


The Hadith clearly indicates that, if the prayer in congregation for Fajr has 
been started, then no one is allowed to perform the Sunnah prayer. He is 
required instead to join the prayer in congregation. 


1153. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Malik bin Buhainah 
said: "The Prophet |jg passed by a 
man who was praying when tire 
Icjdmah for Subh prayer had been 
called, and he said something to 
him, I do not know what he said. 
When he finished, we surrounded 
the man and asked him: 'What 
did the Messenger of Allah j|§ say 
to you?' He said: 'He said to me: 
"Soon one of you will pray Fajr 
with four Rak'ah.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


This was the Prophet's way of politely making him desist from what he 
was doing. What the Prophet (jfg) meant was this: "There is only the 
obligatory prayer after the Iqamah. Through your action you seem to have 
added two Rrik'ah of Sunnah as well to the two obligatory Rak'ah of Fajr, 
thus making them four." 


Chapter 104. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
One Who Misses The Two 
Rak'ah Before Fajr Prayer 
When Should He Make 
Them Up? 

1154. It was narrated that Qais 
bin 'Amr said: "The Prophet 
saw a man praying two Rak'ah 
after the Subh prayer and said, 'Is 
the Subh prayer to be offered 
twice?' The man said to him: 'I 
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did not pray the two Rak'ah ^ ^ o „>,. . 

before it, so I prayed them (now)/ 2^* 

The Messenger of Allah |g J-j r^^Jl 53 JliS «lill sSuf* 

remained silent" (Sahih) s ' . >£ 

uii? ^SU! jsf 

■ 3§l ^ cdCi :Jii . 

tijta ,jI <^>-^-! 

HYY:^ t^whydfy jtm ^jj\ 
, ( _ < vfcfllj jL>- 

Comments: 

a. The person referred to in the Hadith was the Companion Qais *#fe himself. In 
this narration of tire Hadith he is narrating the incident without mentioning 
his own name. In another narration of the Hadith contained in At-Timiidhi 
he says that he himself was the person concerned. 

b. The Prophet's remaining silent on the Companion's explanation amounts to 
his approval. For, as we know, the Prophet's abstaining from disapproving 
anything said or done before him means his approval, which is technically 
known as Sunnat A t-Taqrir . 

1155. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet g| slept 
and missed the two Rak'ah before 
Fajr, so he made them up after the 
sun had risen. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This shows that, if for some reason, a person is not able to perform the two 
Rak'ah before Fajr, he can offer them after the rising of the sun. These Rak'ah 
shall, however, be regarded as Qada' (a prayer offered after due time). It is, 
therefore, desirable to offer them before sunrise, since they being the part of 
Fajr, if performed within the prescribed time, shall not be classed as Qada': 


Chapter 105. Four Rak'ah 
Before The Zuhr 

1156. It was narrated from 
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Qabus that his father said: "My 
father sent word to 'Aishah, 
asking which prayer the Prophet 
Jig most liked to perform 
regularly. She said: 'He used to 
perform four Rak'ah before the 
Zuhr, in which he would stand for 
a long time and bow and 
prostrate perfectly/ " (Da'if) 
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1157. It was narrated from Abu 
Ayyub that the Prophet jl| used 
to perform four Rak'ah before the 
Zuhr when the sun had passed its 
zenith, and he did not separate 
them with a Taslim. He said, "The 
gates of heaven are opened when 
the sun passes its zenith" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

It is permissible to perform the four Rak'ah before the Zuhr prayer without 
separating them with a Taslim in two and two Rak'ah. 


Chapter 106. One Who 
Misses The Four Rak'ah 
Before The Zuhr 


<C 3 U {j* txtj - 0*1 
Oto Jli 


1158. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "If the Messenger of 
Allah if§ missed the four Rak'ah 
before the Zuhr, he would 
perform them after the two Rak'ah 
which come after the Zuhr.” 
(Da'if) 

Abu Abdullah (Jbn Majah): No 
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one narrated it except Qais on the 
authority of Shu'bah. 
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Chapter 107. One Who -SJ : £\Z - 0 • v 

Misses The Two Rak'ah " ' i , o 

After The Zuhr Oil A*j jliii'pl 


1159. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Harith said: 
"Mu'awiyah sent word to Urnm 
Salamah, and I went with his 
envoy who put the question to 
Umm Salamah. She said: 'While 
the Messenger of Allah 5g| was 
performing ablution for the Zuhr 
in my house and he had sent a 
Sai, w the Muhajirin gathered 
around him in large numbers, and 
he was busy dealing with them. 
When a knock on the door came, 
he went out and performed the 
Zuhr, then he sat and distributed 
what had been brought to him.' 
She said: 'He continued doing 
that until the 'Asr. Then he came 
into my house and performed two 
Rak'ah. Then he said: "The matter 
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of the Sd'i kept me from praying 
them after Zuhr, so I prayed them 
after 'Asr." ( Da'if) 

. <A*J o * t : ^ t 1 1 . j. j . * . oita.1] : 


^ The person responsible for collecting the Zakat is sometimes called: As-Sa'i. 
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Chapter 108. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Performs Four Rak'ah 
Before The Zuhr And Four 
Rak'ah Afterwards 

1160. It was narrated from Umm 
Habibah that the Prophet |§ said: 
"Whoever prays four Rak'ah 
before the Zuhr and four 
afterwards, Allah will forbid him 
to the Fire." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


a. It has already been mentioned that it is also in order to offer two Rak'ah 
before the Zuhr (see comment b. on H. 1140). Two Rak'ah can also be 
offered after Zuhr (H. 1140). It is nevertheless better to offer four Rak'ah 
each before and after Zuhr. 


b. We should always hope for mercy from Allah for anything good we do for 
His sake, but it would be neither permissible nor proper to be forgetful of 
Allah's wrath and punishment, for nobody knows for certain which one of 
his deeds would be acceptable or unacceptable near Allah. Similarly, no one 
but Allah knows how much more or less the reward of any action that we 
do shall be. 


Chapter 109. What Was 
Narrated About What Is 
Recommended Of Voluntary 
(Prayer) During The Daytime 

1161. It was narrated that 'Asim 
bin Damrah As-Saluli said: "We 
asked 'Ali about the voluntary 
(prayer) of Allah's Messenger fgs 
during the day. He said: 'You will 
not be able.' We said: 'Inform us 
of it, we will do what we can of 
it?' So he said: 'When he prayed 
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the Fajr he would delay praying 
any more. When the sun 
appeared over there (West) — like 
it appears here, meaning in the 
direction of the east, about the 
amount for the 'Asr prayer from 
there, meaning in the direction of 
the west, meaning before the 
Maghrib — he would stand and 
perform two Rak'ah ^ 1 then he 
would delay praying until the sun 
appeared over there (west), 
meaning in the direction of the 
east, about the amount of the 
Zuhr prayer from there, then he 
would stand and perform four. 
And, four before the Zuhr when 
the sun passed the zenith, and 
two Rak'ah after it, and, four 
before the 'Asr, separating 
between every two Rak'ah with 
Taslim [2] upon the angels that are 
close (to Allah), the Prophets, and 
those who follow them among the 
Muslims and the believers/ " 

'Ali said: "That is sixteen Rak'ah 
of voluntary prayer which Allah's 
Messenger #| performed during 
the day. And there are very few 
who offer them regularly.” 
(Hasan) 

Waki' said: "My father added: 
Habib bin Abu Thabit said: "O 
Abu Ishaq, this mosque filled 
with gold would not be dearer to 
me than this Hadith of yours.' " 
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111 Meaning, when the sun was low above the eastern horizon. That is the time of the Duha. 
™ Meaning the Tashah-hud as indicated in Injah Al-Hajah and explanation by Sindi. See 
no. 429 according to Tirmidhi and his discussion after it. 
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Comments: 

a. The time of Ishracj (literally, sunrise) begins with the rising of the sun 
marginally. The inference that we get from the Hadith is that the time for 
this prayer lasts until the shadow of everything becomes equal to it in size, 
i.e., until one fourth of the day has passed. 

b. The time for the Duha prayer begins a little after the beginning of Ishraq, 
i.e., after the sun gains considerable height, and lasts until before noon. 
Performing prayer at the exact noontime (i.e., when the sun attains to its 
zenith) is forbidden. 

c. We also find mention of Aurwabin prayer in the AMdith, whose time is 
stated to be when the hooves of the young ones of camels begin to be 
scorched with the extremity of heat. Obviously, it is a little before the 
decline of the sun from its zenith. Some of the scholars have defined even 
Duha in like terms. And Allah knows best. 


Chapter 110. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Two Rak'ah Before The 
Maghrib 

1162. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Mughaffal said: 
"The Prophet of Allah s§§ said: 
'Between every two Adhans there 
is a prayer.' He said it three times, 
and on the third time he said, 'For 
those who wish.’ " [11 ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


■ 


What clearly transpires from the Hadith is the fact that there is a prayer to 
be performed after each Adhan, be it for Zuhr, 'Asr, 'him or Fajr. Similarly, 
there are Rak'ah between the Adhan and the obligatory prayer for Maghrib as 
well . And as already explained, the number of Rak'ah in this prayer is two. 
However, in light of the Prophet' s own blessed words, these Rak'ah are not 
emphatically enjoined ones, since the Prophet jfi, has made them optional 
by saying: 'For those who wish'. 


1163. 'Ali bin Zaid bin Jud'an said: 
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f 1 ' Meaning Adhan and Iqdmah, see the explanation of Sindi. 
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"I heard Anas bin Malik say: 'The 
Mu'adh-dhin would call the Adhan 
during the time of the Messenger of 
Allah jig, and one would think 
that it was the Iqamah because 
there were so many people who 
stood and performed the two 
Rak'ah before the Maghrib ." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. It was the regular practice of the Companions to offer two Rak'ah before the 
Iqamah for the Maghrib. 

b. After the Iqamah, all the Companions used to stand up, as they should 
have, to perform the prayer in congregation. Not only this, even for offering 
the two Rak'ah before the Maghrib, the Companions, all of them, stood in 
like manner. 


Chapter 111. Concerning The i Jl>- b wt-On 

Two Rak'ah After The * „ s 

Maghrib °°* *r •*". pP&P 


1164. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet it 
used to pray the Maghrib, then he 
would come back to my house 
and pray two Rak'ah.'' (Sahih) 
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Comments: 
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a. The two Rak'ah after Maghrib are the emphatically enjoined ones, whose 
superiority and excellence we have seen emphasized in H. 1140. 

b. It is preferable to offer all Sunnah and voluntary prayer in one's house, with 
the exception of Tahiyyatul-Masjid, which is meant to be performed only in 
the mosque. 

1165. It was narrated that Rafi' ihULbil p ajU^I xS hla>- - IVto 
bin Khadij said: "We came to the 
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Messenger of Allah gt§ with Banu 
'Abdul-AshhaL and he led us in 
praying the Maghrib in our 
mosque. Then he said: 'Pray these 
two Rak'ah in your houses.'" 
(Hasan) 
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Chapter 112. What Is To Be 
Recited In The Two Rak'ah 
After the Maghrib 

1166. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that for the 
two Rak'ah after Maghrib, the 
Prophet Ig used to recite: "Say: O 
you disbelievers!"* 1 * and "Say: 
He is Allah the One."* 2 * (Da'if) 
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ri) Al-KSfirun (109). 
P1 Al-Mlas (112). 
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Chapter 113. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The Six 
Rak'ah After The Maghrib 
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1167. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet jSg said: 
"Whoever prays six Rak'ah after 
the Maghrib and does not say 
anything bad in between theny 
will have a reward equal to the 
worship of twelve years." (Da' if) 
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Chapter 114. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Witr 


j> ji! pL>- t* (— jU - O t f 

(wr a^i\) 


1168. It was narrated that 
KharijaJh bin Hudhafah Al-'Adavvi 
said: "The Prophet s§! came out to 
us and said: 'Allah has increased 
a prayer for you which is better 
for you than red camels. (It is) 
Whr, which Allah has enjoined on 
you between the 'Ishd' prayer and 
the onset of dawn/ " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Witr prayer is a special bounty from Allah. 

b. Red camels were a highly prized commodity among the Arabs. The idea is 
that this form of prayer is better than even the most valuable commodity of 
the world. 


1169. 'AH bin Abu Talib said: 
"Witr is not definite (obligatory) 
nor is it like your prescribed 
prayers. But the Messenger of 
Allah |g prayed Witr, then he 
said: 'O people of the Qur'an! 
Perform Witr, for Allah is bVtfr 11] 
and He loves the odd 
(numbered)/" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: ' 


The term tVitr could either mean the entire of Tahajjud prayer or the last few 
Rak'ah performed at the end, to finish Tahajjud. We find both of these uses 
in Ahadith. If this particular Hadith is referring to Tahajjud, then it is a 
voluntary prayer, although it has great excellence in it. In case it refers to 
the concluding Rak'ah of Tahajjud, normally called Witr, then it is Sunnah 
Mu 'akkadah (stressed Sunnah). 


1170. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that the 
Prophet )|§ said: "Allah is Witr 
and He loves the odd (numbered), 
so perform Witr, O people of the 
Qur' an." A Bedouin said: 'What is 
the Messenger of Allah 
saying?' He said: 'That is not for 
you or your companions.' " ( Da'if) 
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Meaning ‘one’ which is the first of the odd numbers; He is unique, and there is nothing 
like Him, similar or equal. 
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Comments: 

If the vocative phrase 'O people of the Qur'an' means the memorizers of the 
Qur'an, then Witr means Tahajjud. The Bedouins were not memorizers of 
the Qur'an in those days. Hence the remark made by the Messenger of 
Allah jg 'That is not for you or for your companions'. 


Chapter 115. What Was \% UJ Sl£ U it - O 1 o p^Jl) 

Narrated Concerning What Is ° . 

To Be Recited In Witr ( i 0 i jji I ^ 


1171. It was narrated that Ubayy 
bin Ka'b said: "The Messenger of 
Allah #§ used to perform tVdr 
and recite: 'Glorify the Name of 
your Lord the Most High.'/ 11 
'Say: O you disbelievers!"^ 1 2 and 
'Say: Allah is Qne.". [31 ( Sahih ) 
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drt (ii 1 <1^ 4 JsJ c? ‘cSjJ Oi 
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. Jj>- I 4JJ ! jfA 


t ^ 1 s*i U *~-»L <• J* a>- j>~\ \ tJ 

.jLd>- jjji <• (£ j>~ 1 cS^> tdUj4l>JJj 4 ^^3 oiL*>»lj i4j 

Comments: 

a. Wzfr here means the Saldh performed at the end of Tahajjud. It could 
comprise one, three or five Rak'ah. (Sunan Ibn Mdjah . H* 1190) 

b. Reciting the Surah named in the Hadith is the Sunnah of the Prophet H§. 


1172. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah ig used to perform Witr 
and recite: "Glorify the Name of 


: I fjs- ^ hia>- - \ 1 V Y 

I y b~>y tLa^- : jdb>d _jj! ILjL- 
4>^ *• xrr y 5^ ‘SiJ ‘jdCdl 


[1] Al-A'la (87). 

[2] Al-Kafirun (109). 
PI Al-im&s (112). 
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your Lord the Most High/' [1] 
"Say: O you disbelievers!" ^ and 
'Say: Allah is One.". 131 ( Sahih ) 
Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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1173. It was narrated that 'Abdul- 
'Aziz bin Juraij said: "We asked 
'Aishah what the Messenger of Allah 
-ii used to recite in Witr. She said: 

/ He used to recite: "Glorify the 
Name of your Lord the Most 
High," 141 in the first Rak'ah, 'Say: "O 
you disbelievers!'" 151 in the second 
Rak'ah, and 'Say: Allah is One' in the 
third and the Mu' awwidhatain 
(Chapter 113, 114).' " (Da'if) 
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Chapter 116. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Praying 
One Rak'ah For Witr 


JjM ij *\*r ^ -On j^ji) 

O 00 AxS 


1174. It was narrated that Ibn \i5f ilif &j>- - OVC 


™ Al-A'la (87). 

[2) Al-Kafirun (109). 

[3) Al-Ikhlas (112). 

[4) Al-A'la (87). 

I5i Al-Kafirun (109). 
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'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s§§ used to pray (voluntary 
prayers) at night two by two, and 
he would pray one Rak'ah of 
Witr." (Sahih) 


ile' Cf ‘i y~jrf le i_r^ if ‘^3 Ji 

Oi Sis f l J j-i j 0 : d li 


- '-3-^- f-' 

jiy~s 
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Comments: 

a. Tahajjud is performed in units of two Rak'ah each. 

b. Praying one Rak'ah. after Tahajjud is enough, although it is also in order to 
offer three or five Rak'ah with one Taslim . 

c. Praying a single Rak'ah for Witr with no voluntary Rak'ah before it is not 
desirable, since the Prophet jg and the Companions had only been offering 
Witr after performing the voluntary prayer of Tahajjud. 


1175. Abu Mijlaz narrated that 
Ibn 'Umar said: "The Messenger 
of Allah |H said: 'Night prayers 
are to be offered two by two, and 
Wifr is one Rak'ah.' I said: 'What 
do you think if I become drowsy 
and I want to sleep?' He said: 'Put 
"what do you think" up there 
with that star? (i.e., don't think 
about it at all).' I raised my head 
and saw As-SimakS 1] He repeated 
that the Messenger of Allah -it 
said, 'Night prayers are to be 
offered two by two, and Witr is 
one Rak'ah, before dawn.'" 
(Sahih) 
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:jlij ^ ^v)\ x* tfjJ- J\ 
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Comments: 

a. The Companions followed the words of the Hadith to the letter, and used to 
get angry at anybody's whys and wherefores with regard to them. 

b. If anyone fears that he will not wake up before dawn, let him offer Tahajjud 
and Witr immediately after the Tsha'. (See H. 1187). 


f11 Here, As-Simak refers to a star or stars, either Arcturus (As-Simak Ar-Ramth) or Spica, 
also called Alpha Virginis (As-Simak Al-A'zal). 
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1176. A man asked Ibn 'Umar: 
"How should I perform Witr?" 
He said: "Pray Witr with one 
Rak'ah." He said: "I am afraid that 
the people will say that I am 
cutting the prayer short." He said: 
"The Sunnah of Allah and His 
Messenger." meaning "This is 
the Sunnah of Allah and His 
Messenger." ( Da'if) 
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1177. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jgg used to say Taslim after 
every two Rak'ah, and he would 
perform Witr with one Rak'ah." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


. CjUj 


This Hadith and others like it, serve to indicate that the Prophet jf§ used to 
pray even the Witr of three Rak'aii with two Taslim, which is to say that he 
used to say the first Taslim on completion of two Rak'ah, then moved to 
offer the last one Rak'ah. In view of this it would be desirable to pray three 
Rak'ah of Wiir with two Taslim, although it is also allowed to offer them 
with one Tashah-hud and one Taslim . 


Chapter 117. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Qunut In Witr 

1178. It was narrated that Al- 
Hasan bin 'Ali said: "My 
grandfather, the Messenger of 
Allah H, taught me some words 
to say in Qunut of Witr: 
Allahumma 'afini fiman 'afait, wa 
tawallani fiman tawallait, wahdini 
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finwn hadait, wa qini sharra ma 
qadait, wa barik lifima a'tait. Innaka 
taqdi wa la yuqda 'alaik, innahu la 
yudhillu man wdlait. Subhanaka 
rabbana tabarakta wa ta'dlait (O 
Allah, pardon me along with 
those whom You have pardoned, 
be an silly to me along with those 
whom You are an ally to, guide 
me along with those whom You 
have guided, protect me from the 
evil that You have decreed, and 
bless for me that which You have 
bestowed. For verily You decree 
and none can decree over You. fie 
whom You support can never be 
humiliated. Glory is to You, our 
Lord, You are Blessed and 
Exalted)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The Hadith is silent about whether the place of Qunut is before or after 
Ruku' in Witr. A Hadith in Mustadrak Al-Hakim {3/172) places it before 
Ruku'. However, the Hadith is 'Weak'. More authentic AhMith than this 
place the Qunut before Ruku' which is, therefore, preferable. 


1179. It was narrated from 'Ali 
bin Abi Talib that the Prophet gj 
used to say at the end of Witr: 
"Allahumma inni a'udhu bika 
biridaka min sakhatika, wa a'udhu 
bimu'afqtika min 'uqubatika, wa 
a'udhu bika minka, Id uhsi thana'an 
'alaika, Anta kama athnaita 'ala 
nafsika (O Allah, I seek refuge in 
Your pleasure from Your wrath, 
and I seek refuge in Your 
forgiveness from Your 
punishment, and I seek refuge in 
You from You. I cannot 
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enumerate Your praise. You are 
as You have praised Yourself)." 
(Sahih) 


tTV:^ t ^ CjpA II i~jI> l Ojli jjI E^^c** s.sL*d] 
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Comments: 

It is in order to recite this Qunut 
the previous Hadith. 

Chapter 118. One Who Does 
Not Raise His Hands In 
Qunut 

1180. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Prophet ^ did 
not raise his hands in any of his 
supplications except when 
praying for rain ( Istisqd j, when he 
raised his hands so high that the 
whiteness of his armpits could be 
seen. (Sahih) 


well in place of the one mentioned in 

^ ji y (j» *— > L* - (HA 
( \ 0 V <U5*dll) j^aII 4j J-> 

* ^ <Lf- — ^ ^ A * 

p - ■ * , ,-r 'S' . •** > ■ * - 

4 UjJ^- . ^j{ 

iH <&' ^ 4^ {?. cr*" 1 If" 

ilf- £\Zz Ij* jlui V jl? 

L$ji i_y > ~ Cf-*~ sjts . 1 1 

. -diul 


<y. -kji y yr^ 

Comments: 


°£^ J>-\ \ ^J j>U 


P l 5. ■■,•:.■.» i! I /wP L ^ 1 . .. aj 


A *T ^ : 


G 3 ‘C-JJ 


. *o <j j ^ 1 y lLo jO- ^ 


a. Imam Ibn Majah quotes this Hadith in order to prove that hands are not to 
be raised during Qunut. However, a Hadith in Sunan Al-Kubra (2/211) by 
Baihaqi, narrated from Anas ^ mentions the fact of the raising of hands in 
Qunut. 

b. There is no categorical account of whether or not the Prophet jg raised his 
hands in the Qunut of Witr. However, it is proved from authentic sources 
that he did raise his hands while reciting Qunut Ndzilah (supplication in 
the event of a calamity), recited after Ruku'. Talking this as analogy, we can 
safely assume that raising the hands, even in the Qunut of Witr, is in order. 

Chapter 119. Raising The 
Hands In Supplication And 
Wiping The Face With Them 

1181. It was narrated that Ibn 




t * - > - 

j 


( \ & A Ai^l) 

* >% ''4 ' 

*1 ujjl^ 





The Chapters Of Establishing ... 213 1^-9 &—II 3 ch^Uall walsl 


'Abbas said: "The Messenger of . „ , , „ \ , r « , * . ; 

Allah j|§ said: 'When you call & ‘ ^ ^ * b_ ’ ' C ■ 

upon Allah, then do so with the ^ ^ Pli^- U> 

palms of your hands (upwards). 1 , , , 3S _~ " __ .Sv ' 

Do not do so with the back of ^ if 

your hands (upwards). And when lip :jg§ il JjA j 

you finish, then wipe your face / ' , " , a 

with them.' " (( Da'if) ^ Vj • 4^ 

. l^$J ^Laii 

IT* Jlij [la^- 

Comments: 

The Hadith is 'Weak'. As such it does not establish any proof in support of 
the wiping of face with the hands, either after this supplication, or after the 
Qunut of Wifr. 

Chapter 120. What Was J* £l> U JjU - (U • 

Narrated Concerning Reciting , * . ia,. vs >h, 

Qunut Before RukJ Or ( W < <~dl> ^ ^1 J* *** 

Afterwards 
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1182. It was narrated from byfifi* y. £1* l2a>- - HAY 

Ubayy bin Ka'b that the ^ _ 

Messenger of Allah |g used to J?j <A> ‘d^A ^ ‘A>i A 4** 

pray Wzfr and he would recite • \±‘u & ; ^ tx t vyji 

Qunut before Ruku'. (Sahih) ' ' i( , " , 
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Comments: »>J > 

The Qunut is recited in the last Rak'ah of V-fi.tr as well as on special occasions 
during the obligatory prayers, wherein it is called Qunut Nazilah. 

1183. It was narrated that Anas • ^ A' AJ £JjA - HAY* 

bin Malik said: He was asked ^ __ „ " _ ,, _ 

about Qunut in the Subh prayer, p-' 1 If l : y. J4- 1 

and he said: "We used to recite ^ i .x 'ui ; ji| uUU -J 

Qunut before Ruku' and ' ( 3,, s , , 

afterwards." (Hasan) ■ S? ^ 1 ^4iJl 
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Cj^ 
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Comments: 

This is obviously what some of the Companions did. As for the Prophet jjg, 
he recited Qunut Nazilah only after the Ruku' . 


1184. It was narrated that 
Muhammad said: "I asked Anas 
bin Malik about Qunut, and he 
said: 'The Messenger of Allah |g 
recited Qunut after Ruku'.'" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This is only a part of the Hadith. This in fact is the part of that Hadith in 
which the Prophet M is reported to have recited the Qunut Nazilah after 
Ruku' in all the five obligatory prayers continuously for one month. 


Chapter 121. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Witr At 
The End Of The Night 
1185. It was narrated that 
Masruq said: "I asked 'Aishah 
about the Wifr of the Messenger 
of Allah 0i. She said: 'He prayed 
Witr at every part of the night, at 
the beginning, in the middle and 
at the end, when he died (he 
would perform it) just before 
dawn.'" (Sahih) 


ts a— jU — OYl 
(it* iisJO JljJLS 1 j>-\ 

liilt J\ ^ Jo y\ l&U- - UAO 

» ^ o ^ > f - * iss^ > » A 

U* o* Ui y.' 

* ^ «■ < 

oJli : Jli /J' t -J 

<* !* 

y* . clJ Ia3 Aii \ J y*j yj y* U 

tAkijfj a1j\ °^a ,yj\ ai Jill I J5 
.yLi\ tcali ‘“Jj l _ s £hj 


... oUSj xXe- j J_U1 S^lvs i_jli t^yL^dl ajL^> t p_L~c 

. Aj yfl?- ^ I <_jV f 0 ; ^ t I* 

Comments: 

a. The time for Witr is after Tahajjud. Reciting Witr in every part of tire night 
means praying Tahajjud in all parts of the night. 

b. The predominant habit of the Prophet was to be up in the second half of 
the night. 
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'Aishah 4 *j reports: "In the early part of the night the Prophet ifg used to 
sleep, and in the later part he would get up and pray, then again he 
returned to rest in his bed. But as soon as the Muadh-dhin called the Adhan, 
he would get up again. { Sahih Al-BukMri : 1146). 
c. The practice the Messenger of Allah jff stuck to towards the end of his life, 
was to continue to pray until true dawn. However, after performing the 
Rak'ah before Fajr, he would lay down to rest a little. 


1186. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "At every part of the night 
the Messenger of Allah m prayed 
Witr, at the beginning and in the 
middle, and finally his Witr was 
just before dawn." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

‘Witr being just before dawn' means that he 3 gjj performed Witr at the last 
end of the night, so much so that, by the time he finished the Witr, it was 
already time for the Adhan. His praying Witr almost before the ' Adhan of 
Fajr confirms the fact that this is the final prescribed hour for performing 
Witr. 


1187. It was narrated from Jabir 
that the Messenger of Allah jjgjj 
said: "Whoever among you fears 
that he will not wake up at the 
end of the night, let him pray Witr 
at the beginning of the night, then 
go to sleep. Whoever hopes that 
he will wake up at the end of the 
night, let him pray Witr at the end 
of the night, for recitation (of the 
Qur'an) at the end of the night is 
attended (by the angels), and that 
is better." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. It is preferable to perform Witr in the later part of the night. 

b. It is also better to perform some voluntary Rak'ah before WIfr . 


Chapter 122. One Who Sleeps 
And Misses Witr, Or Forgets 
It 

1188. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jl| said: 'Whoever sleeps 
and misses Witr, or forgets it, let 
him pray it when morning comes, 
or when he remembers/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The correct time for Wifr is until before true dawn. But in case of an excuse 
mentioned here, we can pray either after true dawn or any other time of the 
day. 

1189 . It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ip said: 'Pray Witr before 
morning comes.' " (Sahih) 

Muhammad bin Yahya said: 

"This Hadith indicates that the 
narration of 'Abdur-Rahman (no. 

1188) is feeble (weak)." 
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Chapter 123. What Was j j) - O^r *^1) 

Narrated Concerning Witr ^ - s * V ^ 

With Three, Five, Seven Or 

Nine Rak'a/t ' V, Y i-d!) 

1190. It was narrated from Abu -'P ~ ' ' ^ ‘ 
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Ayyub Al-Ansari that the 
Messenger of AlMh jlj said: "Wifr 
is Haqq} 1 ^ Whoever wishes let 
him pray Witr with five (Rak'ah), 
and whoever wishes let him pray 
Witr with three (Rak'ah), and 
whoever wishes let him pray Witr 
with one (Rak'ah).'' (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


To some scholars 'Witr is Haqq' means it is obligatory, although the same 
word (Haqq) has also been used in the context of having bath for Friday 
prayer, but nobody believes it to be obligatory. Anyhow, in the light of this 
Hadith, it must at least be taken as an emphasized Sunnah. 


1191. It was narrated that Sa'd 
bin Hisham said: "I asked 
'Aishah: 'O Mother of the 
Believers! Tell me about the Witr 
of the Messenger of Allah Hg/ She 
said: 'We used to keep his tooth 
stick and water for ablution ready 
for him. Allah would wake him 
as He willed to during the night, 
and he would use the tooth stick 
and perform ablution, then he 
would pray nine Rak'ah , during 
which he would not sit until the 
eighth Rak'ah. Then he would call 
upon his Lord and remember 
Allah and praise Him and 
supplicate to Him. Then he would 
get up without saying the Salam. 
Then he would stand up and pray 
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111 They differ over whether it means ‘a requirement’ or ‘true,’ meaning that it is an 
established Sunnah, based upon the different views about its status. Haqq is sometimes 
used to mean 'a duty 7 like in the case of the 'right 7 of Allah upon the worshipers, 
and, the 'right' of the Muslim upon the Muslim. 
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the ninth Rak'ah. Then he would 
sit and remember Allah and 
praise Him, and supplicate to his 
Lord and send blessing upon His 
Prophet Then he would say Salam 
that we could hear. Then he 
would pray two Rak'ah after the 
Salam , while he was sitting down. 
That was eleven Rak'ah. When the 
Messenger of Allah 0 grew older 
and had gained weight, he would 
pray Witr with seven Rak'ah and 
then pray two more Rak'ah after 
he had said the Salam.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Nine Rak'ah of Witr is in fact Tahajjud, along with Witr, prayed with one 
Taslim. 

b. In a Witr of nine Rak'ah, Tashah-hud must be recited on the completion of 
eight Rak'ah. 

c. It is allowed to pray fewer than eight Rak'ah for Tahajjud prayer. 


1192. It was narrated that Urrnn 
Salamah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 0 used to pray Witr with 
seven or five Rak'ah, and he 
would not say Salam or speak in 
between them." (Sahih) 
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Chapter 124. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Witr 
When Traveling 

1193. It was narrated from Salim 
that his father said: "The 
Messenger of Allah #1 used to 
pray two Rak'ah while traveling, 
and he did not do more than that. 
And he used to pray Tahajjud at 
night." I asked: "Did he pray 
Witr?" He said: "Yes." ((Da'if) 
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1194. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas and Ibn 'Umar said: "The 
Messenger of Allah i| prescribed 
two Rak'ah of prayer when 
traveling; they are complete and 
are not shortened. And Witr when 
traveling is Sunnah." m ((Da'if) 

. AXlftJ ^ L«J| 


bj-U- : L fs y> H 4 i 

0 S SOS SOS * S 

<j3 if’ 4 j ‘if’ 0* 4k ^O-* 

s s 0 s. 

i§ -oil yu :Sll» ^ ^1 j ^ 

. ^ lbft$ ' ijA*kj I a 

■ jI~J I jji y>_jJ I j 




sCJ] 


: Sd 9,u 


Chapter 125. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Two Rak'ah Sitting Down 
After Witr 

1195. It was narrated from Umrn 
Salamah that the Prophet |§; used 
to pray two short Rak'ah after 
Witr, sitting down. (Sahth) 
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[1] See nos. 1063 and 1064. 
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1196. It was narrated that Abu 
Salamah said: "Aishah narrated 
to me that the Messenger of Allah 
HI prayed Witr with one Rak'ah, 
then he prayed two Rak'ah in 
which he recited while sitting, 
then when he wanted to bow, he 
stood up and bowed." ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 126. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Lying 
Down After Witr And After 
The Two Rak'ah Of Fajr 
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1197. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I never used to see 
the Prophet Ig at the end of the 
night, except that he was sleeping 
near me." (Sahih) 

Waki' said: "Meaning, after 
Witr." 
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Comments: 
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a. The normal practice of the Messenger of Allah sgf is to start Tahajjud after 
the middle of the night, and finish it an hour or two before Fajr. That is 
why at the beginning of true dawn, he would be sleeping. At times, 
however, as we find mentioned in some of the Ahadith, he would remain 
praying until the end of the night. 

b. A person is free to perform Tahajjud at any time of the night and as long as 
he wishes, according to his own convenience. 


1198. It was narrated that &jJ- :tli & JZ y\ liiii- - ntA 
'Aishah said: "When the Prophet 
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M prayed the two ( Sunnah ) . , . s . , »r, „ 

Rak'ah of Fajr, he would lie down ^ — & ‘ - ^ ^ s 

on his right side." (Sahih) jj, <.;££ ^ ^ t( jU0oj 
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Comments: 

It is a Sunnah to lie down after performing the two ( Sunnah ) Rak'ah before 
Fair, but it is also proven that he jlf sometimes avoided doing it. It is also 
reported from 'Aishah %> that, after finishing his Rak'ah of Sunnah before 
Fajr, if she had been awake, he would talk to her, otherwise he would lie 
down until he was informed of the laarnah for Fajr. prayer ( Sahih Al- 
Bukhari:116T) 

1199. It was narrated that Abu if. ~ 

Hurairah said: "When the >• ;J.- . f- i .cf-xf . t 

Messenger of Allah 3 ® prayed the ^ “ ^ ^ 

two ( Sunnah ) Rak'ah of Fajr, he -J'i Fiji jjF 

would lie down." (Sahih) ,-.- u f „ ,r, » , < >- < ,p 
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Chapter 127. What Was /J* J U 4^ “ (uv j^Jl) 

Narrated Concerning Witr '' (ui ^11) sUl’dS 

While Riding - - X 


1200 . It was narrated that Sa'eed 
bin Yasar said: "I was with Ibn 
'Umar and I lagged behind and 
prayed Witr. He said: 'What kept 
you?' I said: 'I was praying Witr.' 
He said: 'Do you not have the 
best of examples in the Messenger 
of Allah ip?' I said: 'Of course.' 
He said: 'The Messenger of Allah 
3 §t used to pray Witr while riding 
his camel.' " (Sahih) 
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ejJlv^ t J C4>ijJl jJjJl C- >L 
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Comments: 

a. Witr can be performed without alighting from one's mount, while an 
obligatory prayer must be performed on the ground. 

b. Witr has to be performed even during a journey. 
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1201. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet *§§ used 
to pray Witr while riding his 
mount. ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 128. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Witr At 
The Beginning Of The Night 
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1202. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah H§ said to 
Abu Bakr: 'When do you pray 
Witr?' He said: 'At the beginning 
of the night, after 'Isha'.' He said: 
'And you, O 'Umar?' He said: 'At 
the end of the night.' The Prophet 
3H said: 'As for you, O Abu Bakr, 
you have seized the trustworthy 
handhold (i.e., you want to be on 
the safe side), and as for you, O 
'Umar, you have seized strength 
(i.e., you are confident that you 
have the resolve to get up and 
pray Witr).' " (Hasan) 

Another chain with similar 
meaning. 
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<.<1 bJ5\j kLj-U*" {j* YT * tV * ^ /T* ! 6sr- j>-\ 

ojb ^1 -Up _Ul_^ <Jj t Cr***- fl* dl*j 4 «w>j 

• “jAs 

Comments: 

a. Witr can be performed at the beginning of the night as well as at the end of 
it. 

b. To perform Tahajjud and Witr at the beginning of the night is to be secure 
against the risk of missing them (due to sleep), whilst performing them at 
the end of tire night is to take a course of courage and determination. The 
latter is, therefore, preferable. 

Chapter 129. Forgetfulness 
During Prayer 

1203. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "The Messenger 
of Allah jgg prayed, and he added 
or omitted something." (One of 
the narrators) Ibrahim said: "The 
confusion stems from me (i.e., he 
was not sure which it was)." "It 
was said to him: 'O Messenger of 
Allah! Has something been added 
to the prayer?' He said: 'I am only 
human, I forget just as you forget. 

If anyone of you forgets, let him 
perform two prostrations when he 
is sitting (at the end)/ Then the 
Prophet j|t turned and prostrated 
twice." ( Sahih ) 

Comments: 

a. Prostration is among the highest forms of worship. Satan, therefore, sorely 
abhors it. A true believer's act of prostrating before Allah is a source of 
hu milia tion for Satan since it defeats his design to make the slave of Allah 
lose his reward, but by making those additional prostrations, he has been 
able to earn even more reward. 

b. There was great Divine wisdom behind the incidence of forgetfulness on the 
part of the Prophet jij during prayer, namely to make a part of education 
for the believers as to what is the ruling in the Shari'ah for such an occasion, 
and how to remedy it, i.e., through additional prostrations. 
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1204. Tyad narrated that he 
asked Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri: 
"One of us prays and he does not 
know how many ( Rak'ah ) he has 
prayed." He said: "The Messenger 
of Allah said: 'When anyone of 
you prays and does not know 
how many he has prayed, let him 
perform two prostrations while he 
is sitting/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


a. Performing prostrations while sitting means he does not have to stand up to 
perform his prayer or Rak'ah; just two remedial prostrations shall be 
enough for him. 

b. It includes a hint that the prostration of Sahw (remedial prostration) is to be 
performed before saying the Salam. 

Chapter 130. Whoever ^ 0* ~ ° r * r^ 30 

Performed The Zuhr With (\y\ „U jjsj I. "4 4 . 

Five Rak'ah Because He 
Forgot 


1205. It was narrated that t, df j ■ . {J & C . jJUJ VY*» 
'Abdullah said: "(Once) the ' . _-•« , , 

Prophet gl prayed Zuhr with five L* if. <^4^. : VU jhU. 


Rak'ah, and it was said to him: ■; - 1 

'Has something been added to the ^ ^ 
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They told him, and he turned 
back towards the Qihlah and 
performed two prostrations." 
(Sahih) 
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. 4j I^Lo_Xp- 

Comments: 

a. Forgetfulness is a part of human nature that could happen even during an 
act of worship like prayer. Therefore, whereas negligence is censurable, 
forgetfulness is not. 

b. There is also this wisdom behind the bestowal of tire office of prophecy to 
die humans that, by this way, the Prophet s life-example shall be a source of 
guidance for all the aspects of human life. 

c. Remedial prostration is in order even after One has spoken something after 
saying his Salam. 


Chapter 131. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Stands Up After Two 
Rak'ah By Mistake 

1206. It was narrated from Ibn 
Buhainah: "The Prophet 

offered prayer, I think it was the 
'Asr, and in the second Rak'ah he 
stood up before he sat. Before he 
said the Salam, he prostrated 
twice." ( Sahih ) 
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a. If one forgets to perform the medial Tashah-hud, he should make two 
prostrations towards the end of the prayer. 

b. Remedial prostration can as well be performed before the Taslim as after it. 
(See H. 1213). 


1207. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman Al-A'raj that Ibn 
Buhainah told him that the 
Prophet #| stood up in the second 
Rak'ah of Z uhr and forgot to sit. 
When he had finished his prayer, 
and before he said the Salam, he 
performed the two prostrations 
for forgetfulness ( Sahw ) and said 
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the Salam. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Hadith removes the confusion and establishes, that the incidence of 
forgetfulness related to the Zultr prayer and not of 'Asr. 


1208. It was narrated that 
Mughirah bin Shu'bah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah H§ said: 'If 
anyone of you stands after two 
Rak'ah, if he has not yet stood up 
fully, let him sit down again, but 
if he has stood up fully, then let 
him not sit down, and let him 
perform two prostrations for 
forgetfulness (Sahw).'” ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. This confirms the fact that an additional Rak'ah started by mistake must be 
completed. 

b. Performing the prostrations for forgetfulness is enough remedy for having 
performed an extra Rak'ah as well. 


Chapter 132. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Is Uncertain About His 
Prayer; Let Him Refer To 
What Is More Certain 

1209. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf said: "I 
heard the Messenger of Allah |§ 
say: 'If anyone of you is uncertain 
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as to whether he has prayed one 
or two Rak'ah, let him assume it is 
one. If he is uncertain as to 
whether he has prayed two or 
three, let him assume it is two. If 
he is uncertain as to whether he 
has prayed three or four, let him 
assume it is three. Then let him 
complete what is left of his 
prayer, so that the doubt will be 
about what is more. Then let him 
prostrate twice while he is sitting, 
before the Taslim (saying the 
Salam).'" (Hasan) 
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1210. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of Allah j|§ said: 'If 
anyone of you is uncertain about 
his prayer, let him put aside 
uncertainty and act upon that 
which is certain. When he has 
made sure that his prayer is 
complete, then let him prostrate 
twice. Then if his prayer was 
complete, that (extra) Rak'ah will 
be counted as voluntary, and if 
his prayer was lacking, that 
Rak'ah will complete his prayer, 
and the two prostrations will rub 
the Satan's nose in the dust.'" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. If two sides look equally possible, in case of a doubt as to which one is 
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correct, then the right course would be to stick to what is on the lower side, 
as mentioned under Hadith 1209. This is because, if analyzed rationally, the 
element of doubt in such cases would be only in the greater number, not in 
the lesser one. 

b. If, in spite of uncertainty in our mind as to the correctness or otherwise of 
our prayer, the prayer had in reality been completed, and still we had 
performed the prescribed 'prostration for forgetfulness', then we have 
certainly humiliated Satan. It is because Satan wanted to spoil our prayer 
and upset us, but thanks to our prostrations, Allah blessed our prayer and 
accepted it, and thus defeated the designs of Satan. The Arabic idiomatic 
expression: 'rubbing someone's nose in the dust' means to discredit and 
humiliate him. 


Chapter 133. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Is Uncertain About His 
Prayer, So He Should Try To 
Do What Is Correct 

1211. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "The Messenger 
of Allah jjg offered prayer, and I 
am not sure whether he did 
something extra or omitted 
something. He asked, and we told 
him, so he turned to face the 
Qiblah and prostrated twice, then 
he said the Saldm- Then he turned 
to face us and said: 'If any new 
command had been revealed 
concerning the prayer, I would 
certainly have told you. But I am 
only human and I forget and you 
forget. If I forget, then remind me. 
And if anyone of you is uncertain 
about the prayer, let him dq what 
is closest to what is correct, then 
complete the prayer, say the 
Saldm and prostrate twice." 
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As already mentioned under Hadith 1205, the Prophet m had mistakenly 
prayed five Rak'ah for Zuhr . 
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1212. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "The Messenger 
of Allah 3H said: 'If anyone of you 
is uncertain about his prayer, let 
him try to do what is correct then 
let him prostate twice/ " ( Sahih ) 
Tanafisi said: "This is the basic 
rule, and no one is able to reject 
it." 
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Comments: “ 

What Tanafisi means to say, is that in case of confusion, the prostration of 
forgetfulness being an enjoined duty, is a settled matter with no dissenting 
views on it. In matters of detail, however, there could be a divergence of 
opinion. 


Chapter 134. One Who Says 
The Salatti After Two Or 
Three Rak'ah By Mistake 
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1213. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of Allah 
H forgot and said the Taslim after 
two Rak'ah. A man who was called 
Dhul-Yadain said to him: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, has the prayer 
been shortened or did you forget?' 
He said: 'It has not been shortened 
and I did not forget.' He said: 'But 
you prayed two Rak'ah' He said: 
'Is what Dhul-Yadain says true?' 
They said: 'Yes.' So he went 
forward and performed two 
Rak'ah and said the Saldm, then he 
prostrated twice for prostrations of 
forgetfulness. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. If someone prays less than prescribed Rak'ah through forgetfulness, let him 
complete the missed Rak'ah and prostrate twice for forgetfulnss . 

b. Prostrations of forgetfulness can also be performed after Taslim . 


214. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah sg§ led us in one of the 
afternoon prayers, and he prayed 
two Rak'ah, then he said the 
Salam. Then he stood up and went 
to a piece of wood in the mosque, 
and leaned against it. Those who 
were in a hurry left the mosque, 
saying that the prayer had been 
shortened. Among the people 
were Abu Bakr and 'Umar, but 
they dared not say anything. 
Among the people there was also 
a man with long hands who was 
called Dhul-Yadain. He said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, has the 
prayer been shortened or did you 
forget?' He said: 'It has not been 
shortened and I did not forget.' 
He said: 'But you prayed two 
Rak'ah.' He said: 'Is what Dhul- 
Yadain says true?' They said: 
'Yes.' So he went forward and 
performed two Rak'ah and said 
the Salam, then he prostrated 
twice, and then he said the Salam 
again." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It is allowed to leave one's place after the prayer in congregation, even 
though the intention is to sit somewhere else inside the mosque itself. 
Greater reward is, however, promised for one who keeps sitting there for 
some time. The angels pray for blessings on the person as long as he sits 
there. (See Hadith 799) 
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b. To try to confirm the veracity of somebody' s statement is not to express 
lack of confidence in him. It means to secure increase in the satisfaction of 
one's heart. 


c. If the remedial prostration is done after Taslim (saying the Salam), then we 
have to say Salam once again. 


1215. It was narrated that 'Imran 
bin Husain said: "The Messenger 
of Allah HI said the Salam after 
three Rak'ah for 'Asr, then he 
stood up and went into the 
apartment. Khirbaq, a mein with 
big hands, stood up and called 
out: 'O Messenger of Allah! Has 
the prayer been shortened?' He 
came out angrily, dragging his 
lower garment, and asked about 
it, and was told (what had 
happened). So he performed the 
Rak'ah that he had omitted, then 
he said the Salam, then he 
prostrated twice and said the 
Salam again." ( Sahih ) 
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a. As we have already seen under Hadith 1207, it was the Zuhr prayer (not 
'Asr). Hadith (No. 715) in Sahih Al-Bukhari also supports this version. 

b. The Ahddith referred to above state that, instead of four Rak'ah, the 
Messenger of Allah j5| had prayed two Rak'ah (not three). These reports are 
more authentic. However, apart from this minor difference, the basic ruling 
holds, and it says that, in case a person prays fewer than the prescribed 
Rak'ah through forgetfulness, then on realizing the mistake, only the 
remaining part of prayer shall be completed, and prostrations of 
forgetfulness shall be performed thereafter. There is no need to revise the 
entire prayer, even though some conversation would have taken place 
between the Imam and the worshipers in between. 


Chapter 135. Concerning The 
Two Prostrations Of 
Forgetfulness Before The 
Salam 

1216. It was narrated from Abu 
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Hurairah that the Prophet a§§ said: 
"The Satan comes to any one of 
you while he is praying and 
comes between him and Iris soul, 
until he does not know whether 
he has added something or 
omitted something. If that 
happens, then he should prostrate 
twice before he says the Salim, 
then he should say the Salam.” 
(Hasan) 
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Conunents: 


a. Prayer is the most important act of devotion and a means of linking man to 
God. Satan will, therefore, do his best to keep man from reaping its benefits. 

b. It so happens sometimes, that man's thoughts go astray during prayer and, 
as a result, he is not able to keep count of his Rak'ah. In a situation like this, 
when he finds himself completely lost, he should perform the remedial 
prostrations of forgetfulness. 


1217. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet g| said: 
"The Satan comes between the 
son of Adam and his soul, and he 
does not know how many Rak'ah 
he has prayed. If a person notices 
that, then let him prostrate twice 
before he says the Salam.” 
(Hasan) 
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Chapter 136. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Does The Prostrations 
After The Salam 

1218. It was narrated from 


^ bj>x>- — \ Y w 

(y , 1 o~>Jl 

^ £ o * ^ > 'ri f a ^ y'' 

CA*JL>> \ t k) A*Jk^ 

Oh :Jl» 0 i~l' ot yil if- 
Sti cieii f*T oi' c>rt ijlks^h 

o J J ■ ■■ y y 0 

dJJS (SjM 

, <J|1 JLi 

£ AT / Y ; 'A>- j>4 I 

tf £e-_<VfH r ^J!) 

OV0 1 JjO 

^ jjt — VYYA 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 233 lid^JLall X®l 9 l wfg/l 


'Alqamah that Ibn Mas'ud 
prostrated twice for prostrations 
of forgetfulness after the Salam, 
and he mentioned that the 
Prophet jlj did that." ( Sahih ) 
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1219. It was narrated that 
Thawban said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah say: 'For 
every mistake there are two 
prostrations, after saying the 
Salam."’ (Hasan) 
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The phrase 'for every mistake' means: regardless of whether the mistake is 
of addition or of deletion, it can be remedied through two prostrations (for 
forgetfulness). 


Chapter 137. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Resuming The Prayer 
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1220, It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Prophet 3§g 
came out to pray and said the 
Takhir, then he gestured to them 
to wait. He went and took a bath, 
and his head was dripping with 
water while he led them in 
prayer. When he finished he said: 
T came out to you in a state of 
sexual impurity, and I forgot until 
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I had started to pray/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


Forgetfulness on the part of the Imam does no damage to the prayer of the 
followers. The Prophet jfi had said Takbir while he was in a state of sexual 
impurity. However, the Takbir said by the followers was in order. That is 
why the Messenger of Allah (3§|) gestured to them to remain in the state of 
prayer. 


1221. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: 'Whoever vomits, 
has a nosebleed, belches, or emits 
prostatic fluid, should stop 
praying; perform ablution, then 
resume his prayer, and while he is 
in that state he should not speak." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 138. What Was 
Narrated Concerning How To 
Leave The Prayer If One 
Commits Hadath !1] 
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1222. It was narrated from 
'Aishah that the Prophet |g said: 
"When anyone of you performs 
prayer and commits Hadath, 
(passing of wind) let him take hold 
of his nose, then leave." ( Sahih ) 
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^ Hadath: That which invalidates the state of purification. 
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Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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Chapter 139. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prayer Of A Sick Person 

1223. It was narrated that 'Imran 
bin Husain said: "I suffered from 
Nasur m and I asked the Prophet 
H§ about prayer. He said: 
'Perform prayer standing; if you 
cannot, then sitting and if you 
cannot then while lying on your 
side."' (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. In case of a serious ailment when a person finds it difficult to sit with ease, 
it is allowed for him to perform prayer while lying down on his side. 

b. This shows the extreme importance of prayer, which is not to be missed even 
when one is seriously ill. However, there is relaxation for him in its rules. 

1224. It was narrated that Wa'il " j^Jl &. t-ili - mt 

bin Hujr said: "I saw the Prophet ' " , , ' , <tl ^ 

£f§ performing prayer while If’ ‘Ojju 

sitting on his right side when he .. > J .j, ^ ^ 

was sick," ( Da' if) 


[1) Nasur. fistula. That is, an abnormal tubular growth resulting from injury or disease, 
sometimes it may emit a secretion. Other narrations mention a different ailment. 
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Chapter 140. Voluntary 
Prayer While Sitting 

1225. It was narrated that Umm 
Sa Inina h said: "By the One Who 
took his soul (i.e., the soul of the 
Prophet |g), he did not die until 
he offered most of his prayers 
sitting down. And the dearest of 
the actions to him was the 
righteous action that the person 
does regularly, even if it were a 
little." ( Sdhih ) 
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Comments: 

If a person wants to make lengthy recitation in a voluntary prayer, but 
finds prolonged standing difficult, he may do part of the recitation while 
standing and part of it while sitting, as we shall see in the next Hadith . 


1226. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet jp 
used to recite Qur'an sitting 
down, then when he wanted to 
bow he would stand up for as 
long as it takes a person to recite 
forty Verses." ( Sahih ) 
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1227. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I did not see tire 
Messenger of Allah jgg offer any 
of the night prayers in any way 
other than standing, until he 
became old. Then he started to 
pray sitting down until, when 
there were thirty or forty Verses 
left of his recitation, he would 
stand up and recite them, and 
prostrate." ( Sahih ) 
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1228. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Shaqiq Al-'Uqaili 
said: "I asked 'Aishah about the 
prayer of the Messenger of Allah 
3§t at night. She said: 'He used to 
pray for a long time at night 
standing up, and for a long time 
at night sitting down. If he prayed 
standing, he would bow standing, 
and if he prayed sitting, he would 
bow sitting.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The Prophet Hg used to pray extremely long Tahajjud prayer, in which he 
made long recitations. 

b. It is allowed for a person performing prayer while standing to make part of 
the recitation while sitting. In such a situation the bowing and standing up 
from bowing shall be performed from the standing position. But if the 
entire recitation has been done while sitting, then both bowing and rising 
therefrom shall be performed from the sitting position. 
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Chapter 141. The Prayer Of 
One Who Sits Is Equivalent 
To Half Of The Prayer Of 
One Who Stands 
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1229. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr that the 
Prophet 3 g§ passed by him when 
he was praying sitting down. He 
said: "The prayer of one who sits 
down is equivalent to half of the 
prayer of one who stands.” 
(Sahih) 
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This pertains to a situation where a person prays while sitting down 
without a valid excuse, just as we see people praying their two voluntary 
Rak'ah following the obligatory prayer in the sitting position. 


1230. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah jjjg went out and saw some 
people praying while sitting 
down. He said: "The prayer of 
one who sits down is equivalent 
to half of the prayer of one who 
stands." (Sahih) 
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1231. It was narrated from 
'Imran bin Husain that he asked 
the Messenger of Allah *§; about a 
man who prays sitting down. He 
said, "Whoever performs prayer 
standing up, that is better. 
Whoever performs prayer sitting 
down will have half the reward of 
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one who prays standing. And 
whoever performs prayer lying 
down will have half the reward of 
one who prays sitting." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: ' 1 

a. Performing prayer while sitting or lying down without a valid excuse 
means reduction in reward. 

b. Whoever performs prayer lying down shall get less reward even than the 
one who prays sitting down. Therefore, we must avoid praying while lying 
down, without a valid reason. 


Chapter 142. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prayer Of The Messenger of 
Allah 3 || During His 
Sickness 

1232. It was narrated that 
' Aishah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah |g fell ill with 
the sickness that would be his 
last" — (one of the narrators) Abu 
Mu'awiyah said: "When he was 
overcome by sickness" — "Bilal 
came to tell him that it was time 
for prayer. He said, 'Tell Abu 
Bakr to lead the people in 
prayer." We said: 'O Messenger 
of Allah! Abu Bakr is a 
tenderhearted man, and when he 
takes your place he will weep and 
will not be able to do it. Why do 
you not tell 'Umar to lead the 
people in prayer?' He said: 'Tell 
Abu Bakr to lead the people in 
prayer; you are (like) the female 
companions of Yusuf/ " She said: 
"So we sent word to Abu Bakr, 
and he led the people in prayer. 
Then the Messenger of Allah s® 
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began to feel a little better, so he 
came out to the prayer, supported 
by two men and with his feet 
making lines along the ground. 
When Abu Bakr realized that he 
was there, he wanted to step 
back, but the Prophet jg gestured 
to him to stay where he was. 
Then (the two men) brought him 
to sit beside Abu Bakr, and Abu 
Bakr was following the lead of the 
Prophet fig and the people were 
following Abu Bakr." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The Messenger of Allah 0 attached so much importance to prayer in 
congregation that even while he was seriously ill, he went out to participate 
in the congregational prayer. 

b. The two persons who supported the Prophet gt while he went out to the 

mosque were 'Ali and 'Abbas ( Sahih Al-Bukhari: 665). 

c. If the Imam is sitting while leading the prayer, the worshipers should be 
standing up. Scholars hold the view that this Hadith supersedes those 
Ahddith that suggested that if the Imam, for some personal reason, is sitting 
down while leading the prayer, the followers (even though they have no 
such excuse) should also do likewise ( Sahih Muslim: 1237). 


1233. it was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah H§ told Abu Bakr to lead 
the people in prayer when he was 
sick, and Abu Bakr used to lead 
them in prayer. Then the 
Messenger of Allah jfj began to 
feel a little better, so he came out, 
and saw Abu Bakr leading the 
people in prayer. When Abu Bakr 
saw him, he stepped back, but the 
Messenger of Allah 0 gestured to 
him to stay where he was. Then 
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the Messenger of Allah fg sat 
beside Abu Bakr. Abu Bakr was 
following the prayer of the 
Messenger of Allah |§|, and the 
people were following the prayer 
of Abu Bakr." ( Sahih ) 
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a. The number of prayers in which Abu Bakr led the congregation during 
the last days of the Prophet iH comes to 17. 

b. The incident cited in this Haditli happened on Saturday or Sunday i.e, one 
or two days before the Prophet gi breathed his last. (Safiur-Rahman Al- 
Mubarakpuri: The Sealed Nectar, P.476). 


1234. It was narrated that Salim 
bin 'Ubaid said: "The Messenger 
of Allah #§ fainted when he was 
sick, then he woke up and said: 
'Has the time for prayer come?' 
They said: 'Yes.' He said: 'Tell 
Bilal to call the Adhan, and tell 
Abu Bakr to lead the people in 
prayer.' Then he fainted, then he 
woke up and said: 'Has the time 
for prayer come?' They said: 'Yes.' 
He said: 'Tell Bilal to call the 
Adhan, and tell Abu Bakr to lead 
the people in prayer.' Then he 
fainted, then he woke up and 
said: 'Has the time for prayer 
come?' They said: 'Yes.' He said: 
'Tell Bilal to call the Adhan, and 
tell Abu Bakr to lead the people 
in prayer.' 'Aishah said: 'My 
father is a tenderhearted man, 
and if he stands in that place he 
will weep and will not be able to 
do it. If you told someone else to 
do it (that would be better).' Then 
he fainted, then woke up and 
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said: 'Tell Bilal to call the Adhdn, 
and tell Abu Bakr to lead the 
people in prayer. You are (like) 
the female companions of Yusuf/ 
So Bilal was told to call the Adhan 
and he did so, and Abu Bakr was 
told to lead the people in prayer. 
And he did so then the Messenger 
of Allah IH felt a little better, and 
he said: 'Find me someone I can 
lean on.' Barirah and another man 
came, and he leaned on them. 
When Abu Bakr saw him, he 
started to step back, but (the 
Prophet J|g) gestured him to stay 
where he was. Then the 
Messenger of Allah i&, came and 
sat beside Abu Bakr, until Abu 
Bakr finished praying. Then the 
Messenger of Allah jgg passed 
away." ( Sahih ) 

Abu 'Abdullah (Ibn Majah) said: 
"This Hadith is Gharib. It was not 
narrated by anyone other than 
Nasr bin 'Ali. 
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Comments: 

a. The fact that, of all the Companions present, the Prophet jig singled out 
Abu Bakr to lead the people in prayer, shows his excellence over others. 

b. Taking their cue from this incident, the Companions chose none else but 
Abu Bakr ^ for the greater office of leadership, i.e., caliphate. 

c. In case of necessity, it is allowed in Islam to secure certain appropriate 
services from a woman other than a Mahram (a near non-marriageable 
relative) only if there is no possibility of it giving rise to any 
misunderstanding, or leading to an unwelcome result. Barirah 4 ^ was a 
freed handmaid of 'Aishah -f# . She was thus a freed person during the last 
days of the Prophet jg§. However, the correct position in this case, is that 
the two persons that tended their support to the Prophet iff were 'Ah and 
'Abbas v@> (Sahih Al-Bukhari : 665). 
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1235. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: " When the 
Messenger of Allah (g| fell ill with 
what would be his final illness, he 
was in the house of '.Aishah. He 
said: 'Call 'Ali for me/ 'Aishah 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, 
should we call Abu Bakr for you?' 
He said: 'Call him.' Hafsah said: 
'O Messenger of Allah, should we 
call 'Umar for you?' He said: 'Call 
him,' Ummul-Fadl said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, should we 
call A1-' Abbas for you?' He said: 
'Yes.' When they had gathered, 
the Messenger of Allah jp lifted 
his head, looked and fell silent. 
'Umar said: 'Get up and leave the 
Messenger of Allah g|.' Then Bilal 
came to tell him that the time for 
prayer had come, and he said: 
'Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people 
in prayer.' 'Aishah said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, Abu Bakr is a 
soft and tenderhearted man, and 
if he does not see you, he will 
weep and the people will weep 
with him. If you tell 'Umar to 
lead the people in prayer (that 
will be better).' Abu Bakr went 
out and led the people in prayer, 
then the Messenger of Allah (H 
felt a little better, so he came out, 
supported by two men, with Ids 
feet making lines along the 
ground. When the people saw 
him, they said: ' Subhan- Allah/ to 
alert Abu Bakr. He wanted to step 
back, but the Prophet jH. gestured 
him to stay where he was. Then 
the Messenger of Allah came 
and sat on his right. Abu Bakr 
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stood up, and he was following ^ 

the lead of the Prophet £, and ^ ^ oUi 

the people were following the 

lead of Abu Bakr. Ibn 'Abbas 

said: 'And the Messenger of Allah 

3H started to recite from where 

Abu Bakr had reached.' " ( Da'if) 

(One of the narrators) Waki' said: 

"This is the Sunnah." He said: 

"So Allah's Messenger s§| died 
during that illness." 
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Comments: ' c. - - <- 

Although the Hadith mentions that the Prophet -fg sat down on the right of 
Abu Bakr more dependable versions have it that he had sat down on 
the left of Abu Bakr -gfe. (Sahih Al-Bukhari: 713), Other narrations quoted by 
Simon Ibn Majah simply state that he SI sat on the side of Abu Bakr, 
without specifying which side. 


Chapter 143. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Messenger Of Allah s§§ 
Performing Prayer Behind A 
Man From His Ummah 
1236. Hairtzah bin Mughirah bin 
Shu' bah narrated that his father 
said: "The Messenger of Allah ||| 
lagged behind (on a journey) and 
we reached the people when 
'Abdur Rahman bin 'Awf had 
already led them in one Rak'ah of 
the prayer. When he realized that 
the Prophet Ig was there, he 
wanted to step back, but the 
Prophet gf gestured to him that 
he should complete the prayer. 
He said: 'You have done well; do 
the same in the future.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The incident happened during the battle of Tabuk. 

b. The Messenger of Allah |§t had gone away from the caravan to relieve 
himself. Mughirah bin Shu'bah had carried water for him. By tire time he iff 
returned, one Rak'ah of the Fair prayer had already been completed. (Sahih 
Muslim : 105). 

c. The prayer was probably started since nobody knew how long the Prophet 
jg would take before he comes back. 

d. The Companions felt that they had probably erred ih not waiting for the 
Prophet 4t- The Prophet Ig, therefore, comforted them, by stating that it 
was a correct decision to start the prayer on time. 


Chapter 144. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Fact That The Imam Is 
Appointed To Be Followed 

1237. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah Hg fell ill and some of his 
Companions came to visit Mm. 
The Messenger of Allah H| 
performed prayer wMle sitting 
down, and they prayed behind 
him standing up. He gestured 
them to sit down, and when he 
finished he said: 'The Imam is 
appointed to be followed. When 
he bows, then bow; when he 
stands up again, then stand up, 
and if he prays sitting down then 
pray sitting down.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. It is permissible for a sick person to perform the prayer in his house. 

b. We must visit those who are sick. 
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c. It is not allowed to precede the Imam, either in bowing, or in prostration 
(See H. 960 -963). 

d. This Hadith says that, if the Imam is sitting while leading the prayer, the 
worshipers should also pray in the sitting position even without an excuse. 
Scholars, however, hold the view that tire ruling was later abrogated since, 
although the Prophet ig himself led the people in prayer while sitting 
during his last illness, the Companions performed the prayer behind him 
standing up, which is the correct way. 


1238. 1 It was narrated from Anas 
bin MSlik that the Prophet (g fell 
from iiis horse and he suffered 
some lacerations on his right side. 
We went to visit him and the time 
for player came. He led us in 
prayer sitting down, and we 
prayed behind him sitting down. 
When he finished the prayer he 
said: "The Imam is appointed to 
be followed. When he says Allahu 
Akbar, , then say Allahu Akbar; 
when he bows, then bow; when 
he says Sami' Allahu liman 
hamidah, then say Rabbana wa 
lakal~hamd; when he prostrates 
then prostrate; and if he prays 
sitting down then pray sitting 
down." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The Arabic word ‘Juhisha ‘ means to be bruised lightly in the skin. 

b. The Hadith has been taken to mean that the Imam shall only say Sami' Allahu 
liman hamidah, while the followers shall say Rabbana wa lakal-hamd. 
However, it is proven that the Prophet g|, while leading in the prayer used 
to utter both the sentences. (See H. 875 & 878) Therefore, the view relating 
to the distribution of the words does not appear to be correct. 


1239. ft was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jfg said: 'The Imam is 
appointed to be followed. When 
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he says Alldhu Akbar, then say 
Allfihu Akbar; when he bows, then 
bow; when he says Sami' Alldhu 
liman hamidah, then say Rabbana 
wa lakal-hamd !; when he prostrates 
then prostrate; if he prays 
standing then pray standing, and 
if he prays sitting down then pray 
sitting down." (Sahih) 
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1240. It was narrated that Jabir 
said; "The Messenger of Allah 
fell ill, and we prayed behind him 
while he was sitting down, and 
Abu Bakr was saying the Takbir 
so that the people could hear 
them. He turned to us and saw us 
standing, so he gestured to us to 
sit down. When he had said the 
Salam, he said: 'You were about to 
do the action of the Persians and 
Romans, who remain standing 
while their kings are seated. Do 
not do that. Follow the lead of 
your Imam; if he prays standing, 
then pray standing, and if he 
prays sitting down, then pray 
sitting down.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Persians and Romans were non-Muslims. Iranians were worshipers of fire 
(Zoroastrians) and the Romans were Christians following their tampered- 
with Christian faith. The Prophet ig has commanded the believers to avoid 
the resemblance of disbelievers. 
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b. To continue to stand up before a seated 'holy man', or a chief of a clan, or a 
religious scholar, or a spiritual guide, is not the way of Mam or Muslims. 
We must avoid such habits and traditions.. 


Chapter 145. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Qunut 
In The Fajr Prayer 

1241. Sa'd bin. Tariq said: "I said 
to my father: 'O my father! You 
prayed behind the Messenger of 
AMh |H and behind Abu Bakr, 
'Umar and 'Uthman, and behind 
'Ali here in Kufah for about five 
years. Did they recite Qunut in 
F ajrT He said: 'O my son! That is 
an innovation.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Tariq ,4fe does not say that the Qunut as a rule is Bid'ah (innovation). He 
only says that reciting the Qunut regularly in the of Fajr prayer is 
innovation. We gather from this, that sometimes an action in itself is 
Sunnah, but doing it in the wrong way, or making arbitrary additions or 
deletions in it, makes it an innovation. In other words, it is the particular 
manner of doing an that act. 


1242. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ill was forbidden to recite 
Qunut in Fajr/' ( Maudu ") 
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1243. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah Hr used to recite Qunut in 
The Subh prayer, and he used to 
supplicate in it against one of the 
Arab tribes for a month, then he 
stopped doing so. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The Messenger of Allah g| had recited this Qunut Nazilah (supplication in 
the event of a calamity or distress) against the tribe of Mudar. They were 
disbelievers in those days, and created many hardships for the Muslims. 

b. 'He stopped doing so' means: He stopped supplicating against that 
particular tribe, because the Muslims living in their midst who were 
perceived as weak, and therefore ill-treated, had got their deliverance from 
them. Some of the people take such Ahadith to mean that thenceforth he 
never recited the Qunut Nazilah. This is patently wrong. We may still recite 
it if the situation so demands. 


1244. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah Hg raised his 
head from Ruku' in the Subh 
prayer, he said: 'O Allah, save 
Al-Walid bin Walid, Salamah 
bin Hisham and 'Ayyash bin 
Abu Rabi'ah, and the oppressed 
in Makkah. O Allah, tighten 
Your grip on Mudar, and send 
them years of famine like the 
famine of Yusuf." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The proper place to recite Qunut Nazilah (supplication in the event of a 
calamity) is after rising from Ruku' in the last Rak'ah. 

b. In it, the Imam recites appropriate supplications in a raised voice. 
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Chapter 146. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Killi ng 
Snakes And Scorpions 
During The Prayer 

1245. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet -iff 
commanded killing the two black 
ones during prayer; the scorpion 
and the- snake. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

There are several other actions reported, which were done either by the 
Prophet Iff, or the Companions, that will not invalidate the prayer. Cases in 
point are: answering someone's greetings through gesture, performing 
prayer while holding a child, and stopping anyone from passing in front of 
the worshiper, and so on. 


1246. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet 
was stung by a scorpion while he 
was performing prayer, and he 
said: 'May Allah curse the 
scorpion, for it does not spare 
anyone, whether he is praying or 
not. Kill them whether you are in 
Ihrdm or not/ " In Al-Hill (outside 
the sacred precincts of Makkah) 
or Al-haram (the sacred precincts 
of Makkah). (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Although, as a rule, hunting animals is forbidden within the sacred 
precincts of Makkah, noxious insects and animals can be killed even there. 

b. As a human being, the Prophet j§| was liable to all the pains and hardships 
suffered by any other person, such as falling ill, getting wounded, 
experiencing hunger and thirst, feeling happy or sad, and forgetting things. 
In all of these circumstances, the words and actions of the Prophet sg§ 
present the best exemplar before us. 

1247. It was narrated from Ibn ^ t£U- - U£V 

Abu Raff, from his father, from , , * s-* , , 

his grandfather, that the Prophet s} ik* cf S 

* kiIlod a scorpion while he was £| AaJl S lj\ 

praying. (Da'if) " ' , '' , 
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Chapter 147. The Prohibition 
Of Prayer After The Fajr And 
After The 'Asr 
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1248. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah forbade two prayers: 
prayer after the Fajr until the sun 
has risen, and prayer after 'Asr 
until the sun has set. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Some of the scholars have made a distinction between causal and non- 
causal prayers, which is to say that the prayer for which the cause was 
generated, during that very particular time, can be performed even during 
the time termed as 'undesirable'. Cases in point are: Tahiyyatul-Masjid, tire 
two Rak'ah of Tawaf (circling round the Ka'bah), and the funeral prayer, etc. 
Prayers other than these (e.g. voluntary prayers), are not allowed to be 
performed in those hours. 
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1249. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the Prophet 
said: "There is no prayer after 
the 'Asr until the sun has set, and 
there is no prayer after the Fajr 
until the sun has risen." (Sahih) 


J, £ & JS tffe. 


ith 

if 4^* AA if if 

" ” * *• 

Jbu 0^> V® ljU j|j|§ Jjp 

Jaj c-> jpil 

9 ? \ 1 1 < \ <• 

. K «-Uaj 

( j-* a^upj 4 y»<jJl a 4 (jJ J b>tJ 1 I 


1250. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "Good men among 
whom was 'Umar bin Khattab, 
and the best of them in my view 
is 'Umar, testified before me that 
the Messenger of Allah ag said: 
'There is no prayer after Fajr until 
the sun has risen, and there is no 
prayer after the 'Asr until the sun 
has set/ " (Sahih) 
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Commente: 

'He testified" means that he stated as confidently and emphatically as one 
would while testifying before a recognized authority, that he clearly 
remembers that the Prophet ^ did say so and so in the very words quoted 
by him. 


Chapter 148. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Times When It Is Disliked 
To Perform Prayer 
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1251. It was narrated that 'Amr 
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bin 'Abasah said: "I came to the 
Messenger of Allah |g and said: 
Ts there any time that is more 
beloved to Allah than another?' 
He said: 'Yes, the middle of the 
night, so pray as much as you 
want until dawn comes. Then 
refrain from praying until tire sun 
has risen, and as long as it looks 
like a shield until it becomes 
apparent. Then pray as much as 
you want until a pole stands on 
its shadow (i.e., noon), then 
refrain from praying until it has 
crossed the zenith, for Hell is 
heated up at midday. Then pray 
as much as you want until you 
pray 'Asr, then refrain from 
praying until the sun has set, for 
it sets between the two horns of 
Satan and it rises between the two 
horns of Satan/ " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Tahajjud prayer can be performed in any part of tire night, but the time for 
it only begins after one has performed his 'Ishd' prayer. Even a person who 
is is late for his 'Ishd' prayer shall perform Tahajjud only after his Ishd'. 
e. The sun's rising and setting between the two horns of Satan means, that 
when the idolaters prostrate themselves before the sun, Satan comes and 
stands in between the man and tire sun, so that he becomes the object of the 
prostration. Satan immensely relishes the sight, because in the worship of 
the sun, he sees it as truly the worship of himself. 


1252. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "Safwan bin 
Mu'attal asked the Messenger of 
Allah sg|: 'O Messenger of Allah, 1 
want to ask you about something 
of which you have knowledge 
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and I know nothing/ He said: 
'What is it?' He said: 'Is there any 
time of the night or day when it is 
disliked to perform prayer? He 
said: 'Yes, when you have prayed 
the Subh, then do not pray until 
the sun has risen, for it rises 
between the two horns of Satan. 
Then pray, for the prayer is 
attended (by the angels) and is 
acceptable (to Allah) until the sun 
is right overhead like a spear. For 
at that time Hell is heated up and 
its gates axe opened. (Then refrain 
from prayer) until the sun passes 
the zenith. Then when it has 
passed the zenith, the prayer is 
attended (by the angels) and is 
acceptable (to Allah) until you 
pray thd 'Asr. Then stop praying 
until the sun has set/ " (Hasan) 
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1253. It was narrated from Abu 
'Abdullah As-Sunabihi that the 
Messenger of Allah «§§ said: "The 
sun rises between the two horns 
of Satan" or he said "The two 
horns of Satan rise with it, and 
when it has risen, Satan parts 
from it. When it is in the middle 
of the sky he accompanies it, then 
when it has crossed the zenith he 
parts from it. When it is about to 
set, he accompanies it, and when 
it has set he parts from it. So do 
not pTay at these three times." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


Shaikh Albarti life has dubbed this Hadith as 'Weak'. The reason being that, 
among other things, it mentions that noon is the time when the two horns 
of Satan draw close to the sun while, contrary to this, other sound Ahadith 
state that the reason for refraining from performing the prayer at noon is 
that at that time. Hell is heated up. The remaining part of the Hadith is, 
however, in agreement with other Ahadith. 


Chapter 149. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Concession Allowing Prayer 
In Makkah At Any Time 
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1254. It was narrated that Jubair 
bin Mut'im said: "The Messenger 
of Allah i§ said: 'O Banu 'Abd 
Manaf! Do not prevent anyone 
from circumambulating this 
House or praying at any time he 
wants of the day or night." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 
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There is no time fixed either for making Tawdf of the Sacred House, or 
refraining from it at any time of the day or night. 

After making seven rounds of Tawdf (circumambulating or circling the 
Sacred Ka'bah) one has to perform a prayer of two Rak'ati . And since this 
prayer is associated with Tawdf, it can also be performed at any time of the 
day or night, without any time being disliked for it. 

Chapter 150. What Was [ U ^ ] ^ U ^ ( ' Vr r ^~ J ° 

Narrated Concerning igSj j* I jyl I lil 

Delaying The Prayer Beyond 

Its Time <U1 «*dl) 


1255. It was narrated that 
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'Abdallah bin Mas'ud said: "The 
Messenger of Allah £Jg said: 'You 
may come across people who 
offer a prayer at the wrong time. 
If you meet them, then perform 
prayer in your houses at the time 
that you know, then pray with 
them and make that voluntary." 
(i Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

There is so much emphasis in Islam on unity in communal life that even if 
the rulers take to performing the prayers at wrong times, the institution of 
prayer-in-congregation must be maintained. It is, nevertheless, incumbent 
upon the scholars to make an effort to explain the rules of Shari' ah to the 
leaders and rulers, and persuade them to abide by those rules. 

Being it of vital importance to perform prayers at the earliest prescribed 
times, one should offer the prayer by himself at home at an early hour. 
However, if timings for prayers in the mosques are fixed by mutual 
consultation among the Muslims, without intervention from the authorities, 
it is essential that early hours be fixed for the performance of prayers. 


1256. It was narrated from Abu 
Dharr that the Prophet j|g said: 
"Offer prayer on time, and if you 
reached the Imam leading them in 
prayers (on time), then perform it 
with them, and you will be safe 
with your prayer, otherwise it 
will be voluntary for you." 
(Sahih) 
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1257. It was narrated from 
'Ubadah bin Samit that the 
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Prophet H said: "There will be 
leaders who will be distracted by 
matters and they will delay the 
prayer until after its proper time. 
So make your prayer with them 
voluntary/’ (Sahik) 
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Chapter 151. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Fear Prayer 
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1258. It was narrated that Ibn 
’Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|| said concerning the fear 
prayer: "The Imam should lead 
one group in prayer, and they 
should perform one prostration, 
and there should be another 
group between them and the 
enemy (guarding them). Then 
those who did the prostration 
with their leader should move 
away, and take the place of those 
who have not yet prayed. Then 
those who have not yet prayed 
should come forward and 
perform one prostration with their 
leader. Then their leader should 
move away, and his prayer will 
be complete. Then each group 
should perform one prostration 
by itself. If the fear is too great, 
then (they should pray) on foot or 
riding."’ He said: What is meant 
by prostration here is a Rak'ah. 

( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The strategy charted out in the Hadith is meant to be implemented only if 
the enemy is not on the side of Qiblah. What the Hadith says here, is that the 
Islamic battalion shall be divided into two groups. One group shall first 
pray one Rak'ah behind the Imam, while the other group shall remain 
standing, ahead of the congregation facing the enemy. When the first group 
has finished its one Rak'ah, it shall move out and relieve the other group, 
which shall now come and pray one Rak'ah with the Imam. The one Rak'ah 
thus missed shall be performed by each group by itself in their respective 
places, just as an individual completes his missed Rak'ah after the Imam has 
completed the prayer. If the known procedure of prayer cannot be 
implemented, bowing and prostration can be performed through gesture, 
irrespective of whether or not one is facing the Qiblah. 


1259. It was narrated from Sahl 
bin Abu Hathmah that he said 
concerning the fear prayer: "The 
Imam should stand facing the 
Qiblah, and a group of them should 
stand with him, and another group 
should stand in the direction of the 
enemy, facing towards the row (of 
worshipers). He should lead them 
in one Rak'ah, then they should 
bow and do two prostrations by 
themselves where they are. Then 
they should go and take the place 
of the others, and the others should 
come and pray one Rak'ah, bowing 
and prostrating with the leader. 
Then he will have prayed two 
Rak'ah and they will have prayed 
one; then they should perform 
another Rak'ah, bowing and 
performing two prostrations." 
(i Sahih ) 

Muhammad bin Bashshar said: 
"I asked Yahya bin Sa'eed Al- 
Qattan about this Hadith. So he 
narrated to me, from Shu'bah, 
from 'Abdur-Rahman bin Qasim, 
from his father, from Salih bin 
Khawwat, from Sahl bin Abu 
Hathamah, from the Prophet gH 
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similar to what Yahya bin Sa'eed 
(Al-Ansari) narrated. He said: 
"Write it next to it, for I do not 
remember the narration, but it is 
similar to the narration of Yahya 
(no. 1259). [1] 


.«&■ J\ Si J JlS : Jli 

(J~; (JQ'j 4 dij I 13L- 1 c™J j 
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1260. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah that the Prophet iff 
led his Companions in the fear 
prayer. He led them all in 
bowing, then the Messenger of 
Allah jS. and the row nearest him 
prostrated, and the others stood 
up, then when he stood up, they 
prostrated twice by themselves. 
Then the front row moved back 
and took their place, and they 
moved forward until they formed 
the front row. Then the Prophet 
if! led them all in bowing, then 
the Messenger of Allah iff and the 
row nearest him prostrated, and 
when they raised their heads, the 
others prostrated twice. So all of 
them bowed with the Prophet U| 
and some of them prostrated by 
themselves, and the enemy was in 
the direction of the Qiblah. ( Sahih ) 
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[1] That is, Yahya bin Sa‘eed Al-Qattan narrated no. 1259 from Yahya bin Sa'eed Al-Ansari, 
and when asked about it, he also narrated another chain for it from Shu'bah, but 
Shu'bah’s narration mentioned “from the Prophet” in it, whereas Yahya bin Sa'eed Al- 
Ansari’s did not. See At-Tirmidhi nos. 565 and 566. The chain of Shu' ball is also 
mentioned by Bukhari after no. 4131, inducting: "from the Prophet", but it is not 
translated in the English translation. 
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Chapter 152. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Eclipse Prayer 

1261. It was narrated that Abu 
Mas'ud said: The Messenger of 
Allah jjg said: "Tire sun and the 
moon do not become eclipsed for 
the death of anyone among 
mankind. If you see that, then 
stand and perform prayer." 
(Sahiti) 
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Tiie Day of Resurrection will be the day when the sun and moon shall lose 
their lights. The eclipsing of the sun and the moon should remind us of the 
Day of Resurrection, which will be a frightful day. Those indulging in sins 
in this world, must call to their minds the horrors of the impending Doom. 
They should bow in humility before Allah, and implore Him to forgive 
their sins. Drat is the reason why the Prophet Ig has left behind the Sunnah 
of performing prolonged prayer on this occasion. The formula for this 
prayer is given in Ahadith 1263 & 1265. 


1262. It was narrated that 
Nu'man bin Bashir said: "The sun 
was eclipsed at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah jg, and he 
came out alarmed, dragging his 
lower garment, until he reached 
the mosque. He continued to 
perform prayer until the eclipse 
was over, then he said: 'Some 
people claim that the sun and 
moon only become eclipsed 
because of the death of a great 
leader. That is not so. The sun 
and the moon do not become 
eclipsed for the death or birth of 
anyone. When Allah manifests 
Himself to anything in His 
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creation, it humbles itself before „ 

Him/" (Da'if) .ui ^ 

1 t A*t ' ^ 4 J>~\ . i i t } t \ jx L-lJI 4s? y>-\ jj_ ajtwjj] I j&u 

- 1 ta* - 1 J ISj t h’tt^br.v . ^Uj y>- i j t4j * > La I jJ ! jLp a>- 

Xjs Jji^s jst-\ oUjUjI ^ o ** a Lsa *■ j?* 1 . (ji OUjcT ijA pi 

.sjJ>j UAt tUAo:_ tjjls 

Comments: 

a. The Prophet's coining out of the house 'dragging his lower garment' means 
his coming out in great haste, so much so that he even adjusted his garment 
after he had come out of the house. 

b. The Prophet ig used to recite for a long time, bow for a long time and 
prostrate for a long time whenever there was a solar or lunar eclipse. 


1263. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The sun was 
eclipsed during the life of the 
Messenger of Allah sg|. The 
Messenger of Allah jgj went out 
to the mosque and stood and said 
the Takbir, and the people formed 
rows behind him. The Messenger 
of Allah |I§ recited for a long 
time, then he said the Takbir and 
bowed for a long time. Then he 
raised his head and said: ‘Sami' 
Allahu liman hamidah, Rabbana wa 
lakal-hamd.' Then he stood and 
recited for a long time, but shorter 
than the first recitation. Then he 
said the Takbir and bowed for a 
long time, but less than the first 
bowing. Then he said: 'Sami' 
Allahu liman hamidah, Rabbana wa 
lakal-hamd.' Then he did the same 
in the next Rak'ah, and he 
completed four Rak'ah and four 
sets of prostration, and the eclipse 
ended before he finished. Then he 
stood and addressed the people. 
He praised Allah as He deserves 
to be praised, then he said: 'The 
sun and the moon are two of the 
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signs of Allah. They do not 
become eclipsed for the death or 
birth of anyone. If you see that . «3bUoll 

then seek help in prayer/" ( Sahih ). 
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Comments: 

a. The Hadith teaches us how to perform the eclipse prayer, namely that each 
Rak'ah shall have two Ruku' and, unlike other prayers, the first Ruku' in the 
eclipse prayer shall again be followed by recitation. 

Even on rising from the first Ruku', the words Sami' AUahu liman hamidah 
are to be recited, as is customary in other prayers as well. 

b. It is a prayer that must be performed in both the lunar eclipse and the solar 
eclipse. 


1264. It was narrated that 
Samurah bin Jundab said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jjg led us in 
the eclipse prayer, and we did not 
hear his voice." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The previous Hadith speaks of continuing the recitation for a long time, and 
the words of the Hadith seem to suggest that it was a prayer of audible 
recitation. 


1265. It was narrated that Asma' 
bint Abu Bakr said: "The 
Messenger of Allah #§ performed 
the eclipse prayer. He stood for a 
long time, then he bowed for a 
long time, then he stood up and 
stood for a long time, then he 
bowed for a long time, then he 
stood up, then he prostrated for a 
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long time, then he sat up, then he 
prostrated for a long time. He 
stood for a long time, then he 
bowed for a long time, then he 
stood up and stood for a long 
time, then he bowed for a long 
time, then he stood up, then he 
prostrated for a long time, then he 
sat up, then he prostrated for a 
long time. Then he finished and 
said: 'Paradise was brought close 
to me, so that if I had dared, I 
could have brought you some of 
its fruits. And Hell was brought 
near to me, until I said, "O Lord, 
am I one of them?" Nafi' said: "I 
think that he said: 'And I saw a 
woman being scratched by a cat 
that belonged to her. I said: 
"What is wrong with this 
woman?” They said: "She 
detained it until it died of hunger; 
she did not feed it and she did 
not let it loose to eat of the 
vermin of the earth." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Imam Bukhari has inferred the rule from this Hadith that the prayer of a 
person will be in order despite the presence, in front of him, of anything 
such as fire (which some people take as an object of worship) if the person 
concerned has the intention of prostrating himself only before Allah ( Sahih 
Al-Bukhari : 731). 


Chapter 153. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prayer For Rain 

1266. It was narrated from 
Hisham bin Ishaq bin 'Abdullah 
bin Kinanah that his father said: 
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"One of the chiefs^ sent me to 
Ibn 'Abbas to ask him about the 
prayer for rain. Ibn 'Abbas said: 
'What kept him from asking me?' 
He said: 'The Messenger of Allah 
iH went out humbly, walking 
with a humble and moderate gait, 
imploring, and he performed two 
Rak'ah as he used to pray for 'Eid, 
but he did not give a sermon like 
this sermon of yours/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


•bO (jib 


a. Prayer for rain is two Rak'ah, and the time for offering it is after the sun has 
risen. It is, moreover, offered in an open place — the place used for 'E id 
prayers. That is why Ibn 'Abbas i||> has likened it to ‘Eid prayer. 

b. 'He did not give a sermon like this sermon of yours' means that the sermon 
given by the Prophet s|§ on this occasion was basically a supplication to 
Allah, and unlike you, he did not lengthen it by mixing it with unnecessary 
excessive words. 


1267. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Abu Bakr said: "I 
heard 'Abbad bin Tamim 
narrating to my father that his 
paternal uncle had seen the 
Prophet s|§ going out to the 
prayer place to pray for rain. He 
faced the Qibluh and turned his 
cloak around, and prayed two 
Rak'ah." 

(One of the narrators) 
Muhammad bin Sabbah said: 
"Sufyan told us something 
similar, narrating from Yahya bin 
Sa'eed, from Abu Bakr bin 
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^ In the narration of At-Tirmidhi (no. 558), it was Walid bin 'Uqbah. 
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Muhammad bin 'Amr bin Hazm, 
from 'Abbad bin Tamim, from his 
paternal uncle, from the Prophet 

it" 

Sufyan narrated that Al-Mas'udi 
said: "I ashed Abu Bakr bin 
Muhammad bin 'Amr: 'Did he 
turn it upside down or right to 
left?' He said: 'No, it was right to 
left'" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The act of 'turning the cloak over' was like backing up the oral petition to 
Allah with the physical form of supplication, and a way to implore 
Almighty Allah to change their plight (from famine to a bountiful 
condition) even as His slave and Messenger had changed the manner of 
wearing his robe. 

b. It is a Sunnah to supplicate to Allah after the 'prayer for rain' with the back 
of one's hands turned towards the face. 


1268. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah sjg| went out one day to 
pray for rain. He led us in 
praying two Rak'ah without any 
Adhan or Iqamah, then he 
addressed us and supplicated to 
Allah. He turned to face the 
Qiblah, raising his hands, then he 
turned his cloak around, putting 
its right on the left and its left on 
the right." (Da'if) 
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Chapter 154. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Supplication For Rain 

1269. It was narrated from 
Shurahbil bin Simt that he said to 
Ka'b: "O Ka'b bin Murxah, narrate 
to us a Hadith from the Messenger 
of Allah jy§, but be careful." He 
said: "A man came to the Prophet 
H§ and said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah, ask Allah for rain!' So the 
Messenger of Allah 3§j raised his 
hands and said: 'O Allah! Send 
wholesome, productive rain upon 
all of us, sooner rather than later, 
beneficial and not harmful/ No 
sooner had they finished 
performing Friday (prayer) but 
they were revived. Then they 
came to him and complained to 
him about the rain, saying: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, the houses 
have been destroyed!' He said: 'O 
Allah, around us and not upon 
us.' Then the clouds began to 
disperse right and left." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. It is all right to ask a man of virtue and piety to invoke Allah for mercy, 
regardless of whether the matter is of individual concern or of communal 
interest. 

b. The instant answering of the prayer by Allah, was both an act of His mercy, 
as well as a proof of the veracity of the prophethood of Prophet 
Muhammad gg, and a miracle performed by him by Allah's permission. 

c. The supplication for rain contained in the Hadith stands more chances of 
meeting with Allah's grace and quicker acceptance. 
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1270. It was narrated that Ibrt 
'Abbas said: "A Bedouin came to 
the Prophet §§ and said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, I have come 
to you from people who have no 
place to graze their flocks and 
even their male camels have 
become weak. He mounted the 
pulpit and praised Allah, then he 
said: 'O Allah, send upon us all 
abundant, wholesome rain, 
productive and plentiful, sooner 
rather than later/ Then the rain 
came down, and no one came to 
him from any direction but they 
said: 'We have been revived/" 
(Da'if) 
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a. The Arabic words '«w yatazawwadu lahum ra'in’ (literally, no shepherd goes 
out for collecting provisions of the journey) is a figurative expression 
meaning: The shepherds do not take their herds out of their settlements as 
there are no grazing grounds left, because of acute drought, and as a result 
the cattle are dying. 

b. 'La yakhtiru lahum fahlun’ (literally, no male camel moves its tail again and 
again to hit its sides) is also a figurative expression meaning that hunger 
has weakened even the strongest of animals, like male camels, to the degree 
that they keep standing listlessly, even without moving their tails. 


1271. Mu'tamir narrated from his 
father, from Barakah, from Bashir 
bin Nahik, from Abu Hurairah: 
"The Prophet sfe; supplicated for 
rain (raising his hands) until I saw 
or one could see the whiteness of 
his armpits." ( Sahih ) 

(One of the narrators) Mu'tamir 
said: "I think it was during the 
prayer for rain." [1! 
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1 That is: “I think that rain is mentioned in the narration.” It was narrated by Ibn 
Khuzaknah in his Sahih no. 1413 through a route from Muhammad bin Abu 'Adi from 
Sulaiman At-Taimi from Barakah. And This Sulaiman is the father of Mu'tamir who 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 268 cahjln-tt) ju»t3i 


\ ,jj| : *b I y* TV * / T . 1 S 03 luA J . ^zjjZha 

*& y i ^ cjUj dL>-^ ; olud ll» cTTttTTo :^cj coJup 

. 0 j~£-J ^illl ^ywl^aJi 

Comments: ' • - 

a. Supplication for rain should be long, reflective of man's submissiveness and 
humility before Allah. 

b. While supplicating for rain, the hands in prayers must be raised higher than 
usual. 

1272. Salim narrated that his 
father said: "Sometimes I 
remember the words of the poet 
when I was looking at the face of 
the Messenger of Allah #§ on the 
pulpit. He did not come down 
until all the waterspouts in Al- 
Madinah were filled with rain. 

And I remember what the poet 
said: 

'He has a white complexion and 
rain is sought by virtue of his 
countenance. 

He cares for the orphans, and 
protects the widows.' 

These are the words of Abu 
Tdlib." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Taking the person of the Prophet §asa medium of approach ( Wasilah ) for 
Allah in supplication is the way of Abu Talib who lived a disbeliever and 
died a disbeliever. The Companions, however, had a perfect understanding 
of the teachings of tire Islamic faith, as well as of the demands of 
monotheism, and the limits imposed by Islam in their expression of love for 
the Messenger of Allah jf§. They always made a request to the Messenger of 
Allah jlj to supplicate to Allah for them, as long as he was alive. In other 


is mentioned by him in this narration. Ibn Khuzaimah's version has it: "I saw Allah's 
Messenger ^ extending his hands, until I saw the whiteness of his armpits." And 
after it; "Sulaiman said: 'I think that he was supplicating for the rain .' " So if is dear 
that Mu'tamir was ; trying to remember what he heard his father narrate, arid that the 
original does not contain the mention of rain, and Allah knows best. 
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words, they made the supplication of the Prophet j§§, and not his person, as 
their means of approach to Allah. 


Chapter 155. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The ‘Eid 
Prayers 
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1273. It was narrated that 'Ata' 
said: "I heard Ibn 'Abbas say: 'I 
bear witness that the Messenger 
of Allah -ij prayed before the 
sermon, then he delivered the 
sermon. And he thought that the 
women had not heard, so he went 
over to them and reminded them 
(of Allah) and preached to them 
and enjoined them to give in 
charity, and Bilal was spreading 
his hands like this, and the 
women started giving their 
earrings, rings and things.' " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The words 'I bear witness' have been used by Ibn 'Abbas to underline 
the fact that he is narrating the Hadith with full assurance, since he clearly 
remembers every word of it. It is like a person stating something under 
oath to dispel any doubts concerning the veracity of his statement. 

1274. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet ig 
prayed on the day of 'Eid with no 
Adhan and no Iqdmah. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It is imperative to pray the 'Eid prayer without the usual Adhan and Iqainah . 
It is not allowed to follow the analogy of other prayers and call the Adhan 
and Iqdnwh for the 'Eid prayer. The reason is that the doing of anything that 
was possible and convenient to do at the time of the Messenger of Allah jg, 
but he chose not to do it, will surely be an act of innovation in later years, 
however beautiful or pious the act might seem to the naked eye. 


1275. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "Marwan brought the 
pulpit out one 'Eid day and 
started to deliver the sermon 
before the prayer. A man stood 
up and said: 'O Commander of 
the Believers, you have gone 
against the Sunnah. You have 
brought the pulpit out on the day 
of 'Eid and it was not brought out 
before, and you started with the 
sermon before the prayer, when 
this was not done before.' Abu 
Sa'eed said: 'As for this man, he 
has done his duty. I heard tire 
Messenger of Allah j|§ say: 
"Whoever among you sees an evil 
action, and he is able to change it 
with his hand, then change it with 
his hand (by taking action); if he 
cannot, (do so) with his tounge 
then with his tongue (by speaking 
out); and if he cannot then with 
his heart (by hating it and feeling 
that it is wrong), and that is the 
weakest of faith." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Righting the wrong, and putting an end to an evil by force, is the duty of 
the rulers. Even people who have persons such as slaves, subordinates, 
children and students, etc., under their control, are obligated to stop their 
evil ways through the exercise of their authority. In other cases, it is enough 
to try to stop the evil through the use of tongue. 
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1276. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Prophet jig, then 
Abu Bakr, then 'Umax, used to 
pray the 'EM prayer before 
delivering the sermon." ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 156. What Was 
Narrated Concerning How 
Many Times The Imam 
Should Say The Takbir In 
The 'Eid Prayers 

1277. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd 
bin 'Ammar bin Sa'd, the 
Mu'adhdhin of the Messenger of 
Allah jfg, narrated from his father, 
from his father, from his 
grandfather, that the Messenger of 
Allah H; used to say the Takbir in 
the 'Eid prayer, seven times in the 
first ( Rak'ah ) before reciting 
Qur'an, and five times in the 
second before reciting Qur'an. 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

A special feature of the 'Eid prayer that distinguishes it from other prayers 
is the number of extra Takbir said in it. 


1278. It was narrated from 'Amr 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the Prophet 
■!§ said the Takbir seven times and 
five times in the ' Eid prayer. 
(Hasan) 


O'. 




1 


P. 1 


Ui-O- 


\YVA 


ys. c hj CpJ 1 yj 4AJ I .Ape - U . p I 


if. Jf^- if- ‘tlsfe if. if*-)'' ff if. ^ 

s&s' Allfc > ft| t | # s. * s T “ ^ 1 

^ ^ 4 A-o ! 4 

~ ^ " * 

C , / , J 1 o ® p- 

. U^j >-j 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 272 tfcS auJtj itaUjt t—tljji 


W 0 ^ ^ l ^ 1 k— > l> <, i \ t 3 j l -a>- l-tj"''^* oaLh] : 

1 ifjjdh 


gir* 3 


. 1 l C Aj ^ Ail^Jl-p 


1279. Kathir bin 'Abdullah bin 
'Amr bin 'Awf narrated, from his 
father, from his grandfather, that 
the Messenger of Allah said the 
Takbir in the 'Lid prayers, seven 
times in the first Rok'oh and five 
times in the second. (Hasan) 
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1280. It was narrated from 
'Aishah that the Messenger of 
Allah j|g said the Takbir seven and 
five times in (the prayer for 'E id) 
Fitr and A dim, apart from the Takbir 
for Ruku' (bowing). (Hasan) 


\AjA- 


cri 




6k - 1 YA* 

o s >0 i I *o’s 

C__aj& jj All 1 J^P- 


° * »s t 9 0 , ,ss * 

lb* ^Jr~ 

‘V'k ^.1 ij-jp j .Jjji ^ olU- 
^ 4 ll J bl Ltjlp k tojji- k 
. l~*oa>-j l*l£ L j>z*J>Sl \j jky I ^ 

-bjJsb- ^ H ^ t pj.Udl ^3 I <-*J L : o^L/aj i 4 aj la y>-\ t 1 

a aip ^U-dt; t ^ ^ ° ^ 4 Uafi ^A"lj t 

. a* 1 


Chapter 157. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Recitation In The 'EM Prayer 
1281. It was narrated from 
Nu'man bin Bashir that the 
Messenger of Allah a|§ used to 
recite "Glorify the Name of your 
Lord, the Most High/'^ and "Has 
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there come to you the narration of 
the overwhelming?" 111 in the 'Eid 
prayer. (Sahih) 
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1282. It was narrated that 
'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah said: 
"Umar went out on the day of 
'E id and sent word to Abu Waqid 
Al-Laithi asking what the Prophet 
HI used to recite on this day. He 
said: 'Qaf 121 and 'Iqtarabat.' " 131 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: ' ^ ^ ° rw ’ 

It is in order to recite the Smto/i mentioned in the two Ahadiih, which is to 
say that reciting the Surah mentioned in either Hadith will be according to 
Sunnah . 


1283. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet j§§ used 
to recite in the 'Eid prayer 
"Glorify the Name of your Lord, 
the Most High." 141 and "Has 
there come to you the narration of 
the overwhelming?" [5] (Hasan) 
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[11 Al-Ghashiyah (88). 
pj Q«/(5 0). 

[3] Al-Qamar (54). 

[4] Al-A'la (87). 

[5] Al-Ghashiydh (88). 
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Chapter 158. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Sermon For 'Eid 

1284. It was narrated that Isma'il 
bin Abu Khalid said: "I saw Abu 
Kahil, and he was a Companion, 
and my brother narrated to me 
that he said: T saw the Prophet |jg 
delivering the sermon atop his 
she-camel, and an Ethiopian was 
holding onto its reins/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. This sermon was delivered on the occasion of the Farewell pilgrimage. 

b. The 'Ethiopian' mentioned in the Hadith was in fact the Companion 
popularly known as Bilal Al-Habashi 4&. 

c. It is alright for an eminent personality to let a common citizen render some 
sort of a service for him. 

d. We learn from the Hadith that (i) it is in order to deliver a speech from atop 
a mount, etc. (ii) it may be stated here that there is no hint of cruelty to the 
animals in this case, and (iii) we may deduce from this Sunnah, that it 
would be in order to raise a stage for delivering the speech in order to 
facilitate the people's viewing of the speaker. 


1285, It was narrated that Qais 
bin 'Aidh, who was Abu Kahil, 
said: "I saw the Prophet ig 
delivering the sermon atop a 
beautiful she-camel, and an 
Ethiopian was holding onto its 
reins." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The name of the she-camel on which the Messenger of Allah M rode during 
his journey of the last pilgrimage was Qaswa' (Sahih Muslim : 147). 

b. We may only imagine how faithful the people would have been in 
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preserving the blessed words of the Prophet jj§, those who, even recorded 
for the future generations the minutest details about the she-camel he rode 
during his journey. 


1286 . It was narrated from 
Salamah bin Nubait that his 
father performd Hajj and said: "I 
saw the Prophet delivering the 
sermon atop his camel." (Da'if) 
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1287 . It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd bin 
'Ammar bin Sa'd, the Mu'adh - 
dhin, that his father narrated, from 
his father, that his grandfather 
said: "The Prophet |jj used to say 
the Takbir between the two 
sermons and he used to say the 
Takbir a great deal in the sermon 
of 'Eid." ( Da'if) 
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1288 . Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: 
"The Messenger of Allah jj| used 
to go out on the day of 'Eid and 
lead the people in praying two 
Rak'ah, then he would say the 
Salam and stand on his two feet 
facing the people while they were 
sitting down. He would say: 'Give 
in charity. Give in charity.' Those 
who gave most in charity were 
the women, (they would give) 
earrings and rings and things. If 
he wanted to send out an 
expedition he would mention it, 
otherwise he would leave." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 




a. Rather than praying in mosques, the 'Eid prayer must be held in open 
places. The Messenger of Allih 4* preferred an open place over liis own 
blessed mosque to lead the congregation of the 'Eid prayer. 

b. The sermon must follow (not precede) the 'Eid prayer. 

c. The sermon should, in appropriate maimer, deal with the problems of the 
day. 

d. A woman can give her personal items and effects in charity without the 
permission of her husband. 

e. The sermon must be listened to, while sitting down, with due attention. 
However, should anyone wish to leave it, he may. 


1289. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Allah gfg 
went out on the Day of Al-Fitr or 
Al-Adha, and delivered a sermon 
standing up. Then he sat down 
briefly, then stood up again." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 159. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Waiting 
For The Sermon After The 
Prayer 

1290. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Sa'ib said: "I 
attended the 'Eid prayer with the 
Messenger of Allah |6§.. He led us 
in offering the 'Eid prayer, then he 
said: 'I have finished the prayer. 
Whoever wants to sit (and listen 
to) the sermon, then let him sit, 
and whoever wants to leave, then 
let him leave.'" (S ahih) 
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Comments: 

It confirms that listening to the sermon is not obligatory. It is, however, 
preferable to leave the prayer ground only after one has listened to the 
sermon, as the Companions used to do. 


Chapter 160. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Praying 
Before Or After The 'Eid 
Prayer 

1291. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah gj went out and led them 
in the 'Eid prayer, and he did not 
pray before it or after it. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Unlike the obligatory prayers that are preceded and followed by Nafl 
Rak'ah, be they emphasized or unemphasized Sunnah, there are no such 
Rak'ah, either before or after the 'Eid prayers. Thus, praying no other prayer 
on this occasion is the Sunnah of the Prophet |§. 


1292. It was narrated from 'Ami- 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the Prophet 
S; did not pray before or after the 
'Eid prayer. (Hasan) 


tijJ- :aI=C: x & l&U - mr 

'•till f * ti '*.*•' ■* 

i JlP Alii -Up Cj-U*- . xO j 

< > o o ^ s 

t 1 JjP: L J jjp 4 liaJ ( 

Vj ^ Li m df ;U ^ 


. O’ Uu aUjj-j 

1293. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of Allah ■§§ did not 
pray before the 'Eid prayer, but 
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when he went back to his house 
he would pray two Rak'ah." 
(Da'if) 
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What we know from the Hadith, is the fact that the Prophet j|§ did not 
perform any Nafl (voluntary) prayer, as was mentioned in the previous 
Hadith, in fact, this means that the Messenger of Allah |j§ did not offer any 
voluntary prayer on the ground chosen for 'Eid prayer. Thus, the Nafl 
prayer performed on returning home was unrelated to the 'Eid prayer; it 
was in fact the customary Nafl prayer, good for all days. And Allah knows 
best. 


Chapter 161. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Going 
Out To The ' Eid Prayer 
Walking 

1294. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd 
bin 'Ammar bin Sa'd said: "My 
father told me, from his father, 
from his grandfather, that the 
Prophet m used to go out to the 
'Eid prayers walking, and he 
would come back walking." 
(Da'if) 
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1295. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jjj§ used to go out to the 'Eid 
prayers walking, and come back 
walking." ( Da'if) 
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1296. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "It is part of the Sunnah to 
walk to 'Eid (prayers)." ( Da'if) 
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1297. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin 'Ubaidullah bin 
Abu Rati', from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the 
Messenger of Allah |jj§ used to 
come to 'Eid prayers walking. 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 162. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Going 
Out On The Day Of 'Eid Via 
One Route And Returning 
Via Another Route 
1298. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'd 
bin 'Ammar bin Sa'd said: "My 
father told me, from his father, 
from his grandfather, that when 
the Prophet -jig went out on the 
two 'Eid, he would pass by the 
house of Sa'eed bin AbuI-'As, 
then by the people of the tent, 
then he would leave by a different 
route, via Banu Zuraiq, then he 
would go out by the house of 
'Ammar bin Yasir and the house 
of Abu Hurairah to Balat/'W 
(Da'if) 
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fl - A place in Al-Madinah between the mosque and the marketplace. 
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Comments: 

It shows that the Prophet (#§) took different routes for going to, and 
coming back from, the 'Eid prayer ground. 


1299. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that he used to go out to 
the 'Eid prayers via one route, and 
return via another, and he said 
that the Messenger of Allah j§§ 
used to do that. (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The wisdom behind it is to present a spectacle of the believers' splendor and 
glory. Moreover, by chanting the praises of Allah and the Takhir through 
both routes, more and more of His creatures, including the trees and stones 
shall testify to the virtuosity of the believers on the Day of Judgment. 


1300. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin 'Ubaidullah bin 
Abu Rafi', from his father, from 
his grandfather, that the 
Messenger of Allah |§J used to 
come to 'Eid prayers walking, and 
that he would go back via a 
different route than the one he 
began with. (Da' if) 

1301. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that when the Prophet 
i|f went out to ‘Eid (prayers), he 
would return via a different route 
than the first one he took. (Sahih) 
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Chapter 163. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Taqlis ^ On The Day Of 'E id 
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1302. It was narrated that 'Amir 
said: "Iyad Al-Ash'ari was in 
Anbar^ at the time of 'Eid, and 
he said: 'Why is it that I do not 
see you engaged in Taqlis as was 
done in the presence of the 
Messenger of Allah jfjj?' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Taqlis means to indulge in celebrations on a festive occasion through 
playing national sports or the singing of nationalistic songs by the girls 
inside their houses. This sort of celebration on festive occasions has been 
permitted by the Prophet fi§. But it is one thing for the girls to beat the Daff 
(tambomin) and celebrate the heroic deeds of their ancestors in their songs 
on a happy occasion, and quite another to organize public shows of scantly- 
clad, half-naked professional women singers, and dancers of enchanting 
beauty, and indulging in dancing and singing overtly erotic and immoral 
songs, to the accompaniment of the most fashionable musical instruments of 
the day. The two things are millions of miles apart, and cannot be 
compared with each other. 


[r| They disagree over the meaning of Taqlis based upon the differences in religious 
beliefs. Those that allow singing and beating instruments interpret it that way. 
Others saying it merely means the allowable types of play. In bis Sunan Al-Kubra, 
Baihaqi recorded a different route with similar wording to no. 1303, and said: "Taqlis: 
Play. " And he recorded a different route for no. 1302, and Yusuf bin 'Adi one of his 
narrators said: " Talqis is that the slaves and boys sit at the openings of the roads 
beating the Tabl {type of drum) and other than that." However, there are texts that 
indicate a prohibition of the Tabl. Baihaqi also said: "Hushaim reported it from 
Mughirah but he said: 'For indeed it is from the S unnah for fhe 'E id meaning beating 
the Daff (tambourin) when leaving."' According to Suyuti's commentary on Jbn 
Majah, in his Tarikh Ibn 'Asakir reported that Zaid bin Ayyub asked Hushaim if 
Talqis means beating the Daff and he said yes. In Nihayah Ibn Athir said: "In the 
Hadi&i of 'Umar: 'When he arrived in Sham, Muqallisun met him with swords and 
RaihatT (perfume) they are those who play in front of the chief when he reaches their 
city, and one is: Muqallis ." Those that indicate the Daff or displays with weapons are 
closest to what is correct, and Allah knows best. 

™ A town in ‘Iraq. 
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1303. It was narrated from 'Amir 
that Qais bin Sa'd said: "There is 
nothing that happened during the 
time of the Messenger of Allah |j§ 
except that I have seen it, except 
for one thing, which is that Taqlis 
was performed for the Messenger 
of Allah Hg on the Day of Fitr, 
(Da' if) 

(Three other chains of narration) 
with similar wording. 
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Comments: 

It is allowable for the girls on the day of 'Fid to do some singing to the beat 
of the Daff inside their houses. ( Sahih Al-Bukhari: 956). Care should, 
however, be taken that there is no mixing of the two sexes, as is commonly 
witnessed in marriages and other occasions in our present-day society. 


Chapter 164. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Carrying A Spear On The 
Day Of 'Eid 

1304. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah j|t used to set out for the 
praying place in the morning of 
the day of 'Eid, and a small spear 
would be carried before him. 
When he reached the praying 
place, it would be set up in front 
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of him, then he would pray facing ° 

it, and that was because the ^ • „„ ' p35 ci cfhaJl 

praying place was an open space ,«£i' £ ili liU 

in which there was nothing that , , „ / sj , ^ ^ 

could serve as a SMfrahJ' 1 ( Sahih ) ol? (J! LaJI jl diiij . Lfcij 
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Comments: 

It is enough just to put the Sutra before the Imam leading the congregation. 
There is no need to put one as well before the congregation. 


1305. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "When the Prophet 
S| prayed on the day of 'Bid or on 
another occasion, a small spear 
was set up in front of him, and he 
prayed facing it, and the people 
were behind him." (Sahih) 

Naff said: It is from here that the 
leaders have taken this practice. 
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Comments: 

The Sutra is not 'Eid-specific. It must be put up in front of the Imam 
whenever there is prayer in the open, e. g., during a journey and the like of 
it. 

1306. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 g| prayed ' Eid at the prayer 
place, using a small spear as a 
Sutrah. (Sahih) 
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Sufra (screen), meaning a barrier of some type. 
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Chapter 165. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Women 
Going Out On The Two 'Eid 
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1307. It was narrated that Umm 
'Atiyyah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah i|| commanded us to bring 
them (the women) out on the day 
of Fitr and the day of Nahr 
Umm 'Atiyyah said: "We said: 
'What if one of them does not 
have an outer covering?' He said: 
'Let her sister share her own outer 
covering with her.' "( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Just as it it is allowable for women to go out to the mosques for obligatory 
and Friday prayers, it is also necessary that they attend the two 'Eid prayers. 

b. If a lady finds herself unable to attend the 'Eid congregation for some 
compelling reason, she must be helped to get out of this compulsion as far 
as possible, so that she is not denied the chance to attend the 'Eid prayer 
and attend the sermon. 


1308. It was narrated that Umm 
'Atiyyah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jj§ said: 'Bring out the 
women who have attained 
puberty and those who are in 
seclusion so that they may attend 
the 'Eid prayer and (join in) the 
supplication of the Muslims. But 
let the woman who are 
menstruating avoid the prayer 
place." 
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Comments: 

a. Girls, when they attain puberty, must stick to their houses. 
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b. Veil-wearing girls should also join the 'Eid prayers, albeit taking due care of 
Islamic modesty and outer covering. 

c. Women who are menstruating should also go to the site of the 'Eid prayer. 

d. There is also a hint in it, that mosque is not the place to perform the 'Eid 
prayer since, obviously, the menstruating women cannot enter it, although 
it has been made compulsory for them to attend the congregation. 


1309. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet <§t used 
to bring his daughters and his 
wives out on the two 'Eid. ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 166. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Two 
‘Eid. Occurring On The Same 
Day 

1310. It was narrated that Iyas 
bin Abi Ramlah Ash-Shaxni said: 
"I heard a man asking Zaid bin 
Arqam: 'Were you present with 
the Messenger of Allah 4§ when 
there were two 'Eid on one 
day?'' 1 ' He said: 'Yes.' He said: 
'What did he do?' He said: 'He 
prayed the ' Eid prayer, then he 
granted a concession not to pray 
the Friday, then he said: 
"Whoever wants to pray (Friday), 
let him do so." (Hasan) 
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f1 ' Meaning, when ‘E id occurred on a Friday. 
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Comments: 

People living outside the town must come to the town for the 'Eid prayer. 
Similarly, Friday prayer should also be performed in a town or city. 

If Friday falls on the day of 'Eid, the obligation to attend the Friday prayer 
is waived, and people are free to offer their prayer inside their houses. 


1311. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah £§ said: "Two 'Eid have 
come together on this day of 
yours. So whoever wants, that 
(the 'Eid prayer) will suffice him, 
and he will not have to pray 
Friday, but we will pray Friday if 
Allah wills." (Da'if) 

Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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1312. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "Two 'Eid came 
together at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah -jj|, so he led 
the people in prayer, then he said: 
'Whoever wishes to come to 
Friday (prayer), let him come, and 
whoever wishes to stay behind, 
let him stay behind.' " (Hasan) 
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Chapter 167. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
'EM Prayer In The Mosque 
When It Rains 
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1313. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "Rain fell on the 
day of 'Eid at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah ggj, so he led 
them in prayer in the mosque. 
{Da'if) 
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Comments: 


The Hadith has been declared by Shaikh Albani as 'Weak'. Yet, the correct 
position is that if there is a situation which makes it impossible to pray 'Eid 
in the open, the prayer may be offered inside the mosque. 


Chapter 168. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Wearing 
Weapons On The Day Of 
' Eid 

1314. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet g| 
forbade wearing weapons in the 
Muslim lands on the two 'Eid, 
except if the enemy was present. 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 


a. The ruling is correct. There is a tradition narrated from 'Abdullah bin 
'Umar 4» in Sahih Al-Bukhari (966) to the effect that wearing weapons on 
the occasion of 'Eid is forbidden in the Islamic law. 
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b. The interdiction on carrying the weapons is meant to preclude the 
possibility of unintentional harm to anyone among the assembly of the 
believers. 
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Chapter 169. What Was 
Narrated About Taking A 
Bath On The Two 'Eid 

1315. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah )g| used to have a bath on 
the day of F itr and the day of 


1316. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Uqbah bin 
Fakih bin Sa'd, from his 
grandfather Fakih bin Sa'd who 
was a Companion of the Prophet 
#J that the Messenger of Allah 
used to take a bath on the Day 
of Fitr, the Day of Nahr, and the 
day of 'Arafdh, and, Fakih used to 
tell his family to have a bath on 
these days. {Maudu') 
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Chapter 170. The Time Of 
The ' Eid Prayer 

1317. Yazid bin Khumair 
narrated that 'Abdullah bin Busr 
went out with the people on the 
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Day of Fitr or Adha, and he 
objected to the Imam's delay. He 
said: "We would have finished by 
this time." And that was the time 
of TasbihS 1 ) ( Sahih ) 




<y. Aji ca 
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. <u aljj 1? ^ jA Ub : « t 4 j j 


Comments: 

By making the remark: "That was the time of Tasbih' the worthy Companion 
meant to express his displeasure over the fact that, although the time for 
Duka prayer had already set in, the 'E id prayer had not till then been 
started. As Tabarani reports, the end of the Makruh time (the time 
considered undesirable for offering prayer) is the time when the Duka 
prayer is allowed to be performed. 


Chapter 171. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
(V oluntary) Night Prayer Is 
Two By Two 

1318. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ;!§ used to offer the night 
prayers two by two." (Sahih) 


Comments: 

There is no doubt that the Prophet's (j|§) usual practice was to pray 
Tahajjud in units of two and two, which means he used to end each two 
Rak'ak by a Taslim before starting the next two Rak'ah . Yet, it is also proved 
from the Sunnah that sometimes he even prayed four Rak'ah with one 
Taslim . 

U-JlJ i U Lj I : j ^ bjU>- — 1 Y 1 ^ 

, ti ' 

d! ^1 Jc- tuLb ^1 

^ Jdl! SbU» :<Jti #t <hi 


1319. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah ||| said: "The night prayer 
is (to be offered) two by two." 
(Sahih) 
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[1] 


Meaning, the time of Duka prayer. See nos. 1379-1382. 
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OjLj? L^JL^j CyjJl C5® P-W-^ 0 4yj^ t(5jl>nJl 

l jf' dU La Cr" VH> ‘ Jdh f\ iy> **Sj ‘■ L f° f* JdJ' l r J ^ 

. Ua»Lp (3 j** dj <■ Aj t> j^Sj xilj 


1320. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Prophet |§| was 
asked about the night prayer. He 
said: 'Pray two by two, and if you 
fear that dawn is coming, then 
perform Witr with one Rak'ah."' 
(Sahih) 
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4 Y X V /Y \ L^jJl j>-\ ^>1 4 (jLjAiwi, cUjAs’- Cj*J 4— C 
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Comments: 

The number of Rak'ah in Tahajjud prayers could as well be fewer than eight. 
Witr must have been performed before the onset of the true dawn. Witr 
could even be of one Rak'ah . 


1321. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Prophet W. 
used to pray the night prayer two 
Rak'ah by two Rak'ah." ( Da'if) 


ffc did z^s'j £ idi i£U - inn 
J} Ji ‘if- if '■Qf is) 

ij“'f is) if ‘•jcf is -htf if ‘S~!^ 

y s f ' " 

iJfi) jib J^4 m bis :JU 
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Comments: 

jVa/Z (voluntary) prayer should no doubt be performed in units of two 
Rak'ah each. It is also, however, allowed to pray it in units of four each. 
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Chapter 172. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
(Voluntary) Prayers At Night 
And During The Day Are 
Two By Two 


'Ji pL>- U <h\j - OVY 

(Y \ 1 (Jir* JdJl 


1322. Ibn 'Umar narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah jg; said: 
"Prayers at night and during the 
day are to be offered two by 
two." (Hasan) 
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1323. It was narrated from Umm 
Hani' bint Abu Talib that on the 
day of the Conquest (of Makkah) 
the Messenger of Allah jg| prayed 
voluntary Duha with eight link' ah, 
saying the Saldm after each two 
Rak'ah. (Hasan) 
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1324. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed that the Prophet ■£§, said: 
"After each two Rak'ah there 
should be the Taslim." (Da'if) 
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*> (Jl>J OY'*!.^ i jJajij t .(£ y^ I l gjjpzi 

- Ju*.*.vJl O l g 

1325. It was narrated that J\ & y\ - WYo 

Muttalib that is, Ibn Abu Wada'ah „ s „ 

said: "The Messenger of Allah $H *4® • 4*-“’ & «i4^ 

said: 'The night prayers are (to be ? i t f .; Jf ti tj 

offered) two by two. Say the ^ f ^ 

Tashah-hud after each two Rak'ah, 4>1 ^ ^ ail a!£ 

and raise your hands in all \ '.’\ •°" _ if . - , . - ... 

humility like one who is poor and ^ ^ 4* 

needy and say: 'Allahummaghfir li :||§ ail JU : JU - SpISj 

(O Allah, forgive me).' And *> , c j, < 

whoever does not do that, it is J <P <j£ 'cP* 

imperfect/" ( Da'if) r£\ : ( J ,Jsj 

• (1 <r'4>- t ilh jii . yJ 

o' 1 Y^V:^ 3 u : L -tojta jj\ a>~j£>A lUu*^> 

jj : lj C L$_fc y&J j-JlJ-vP 4A*u/?j i,AAx~-^> t Aj A***t 

. t I AJLXrJ> *Lv*jJ-1 


Chapter 173. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Qiyam 
(The Voluntary Night 
Prayers) During The Month 
Of Ramadan 

1326. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah a§g said: 'Whoever fasts 
Ramadan and spends its nights in 
prayer, out of faith and in hope of 
reward, his previous sins will be 
forgiven."' (Hasan) 

t. /ll . Aaj J . ■'i 1 * ^ c-lp-Lo . J L> V 

Comments: 
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The expression 'previous sins' used in the context, generally mean sins that 
are of the category of 'minor sins'. However, sometimes even major sins 
stand the chance of being forgiven as a reward for some exceptional act of 
virtuosity performed by the sinning person. The more full of sincerity and 
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conformity to the Sunndh of the Messenger of Allah s§| our fasting and 
nightly prayers shall be, the more chances they stand of inviting Allah's 
pleasure in forgiving our sins. 


1327, It was narrated that Abu 
Dharr said: "We fasted Ramadan 
with the Messenger of Allah 
and he did not lead us in praying 
Qiyam (prayers at night) during 
any part of it, until there were 
seven nights leftJ 1 ^ He led us in 
praying Qiyam on the seventh 
night until approximately one 
third of the night had passed. 
Then on the sixth night which 
followed it he did not lead us in 
prayer. Then he led us in praying 
Qiyam on the fifth night which 
followed it until almost half the 
night had passed. I said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, would that 
we had offered voluntary prayers 
throughout the whole night/ He 
said: 'Whoever stands with the 
Imam until he finishes, it is 
equivalent to spending the whole 
night in prayer/ Then on the 
fourth night which followed it, he 
did not lead us in prayer, until 
the third night that follwed it, 
when he gathered his wives and 
family, and the people gathered, 
and he led us in prayer until we 
feared that we would miss the 
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^ Since the month can either have 29 or 30 days, the meaning of ‘the seventh night’ could 
either be the night preceding the 23rd day, if the month that year had 29 days, or the 
night preceding the 24th day if the month had 30 days. Hence, seven nights remaining 
could be either of these two possibilities, which is not possible to determine from the 
Hadith. Similarly, the sixth night would be either the night preceding the 24th or the 
25th; the fifth night would be either the night preceding the 25th or the 26th; the 
fourth night would be either the night preceding the 26th or the 27th; and the third 
night would be either the night preceding the 27th or the 28th. This means that the 
nights on which he prayed could have been either odd or even nights. 
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Falah." It was asked: "What is the 
Falah?" He said: "Suhur." [1] He 
said: "Then he did not lead us in 
prayer at night for the rest of the 
month." ( Sahih ) 


ibbtzej (_5® : 1 1 L, Cl) l *AAJ 
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Comments: 


a. There should be more than usual emphasis on performing the acts of 
worship and devotion during the last ten (or nine) days of Ramadan. 

b. Tarawih is a Nafl (voluntary) prayer. That is the reason why the Prophet ^ 
chose to lead the congregation just for a few nights instead of the whole 
month for it. 

c. There is no upper or lower limit for the number of Quhanic Verses to be 
recited in a voluntary prayer like Tarawih. The Qiyam could, therefore, be 
long on one day and short on another day. 

d. Suhur (predawn meal) is an important preparation for the fast. It is both a 
dividing line between the fasts of the believers and the non-believers, as 
well as a means of receiving blessing from Allah. The Companions, 
therefore, rightly called it by the name of Falah (success or prosperity). 


1328. It was narrated that Nadr 
bin Shaiban said: "I met Abu 
Salamah bin 'Abdur -Rahman and 
said: 'Tell me a Hadiih that you 
heard from your father, in which 
mention is made of the month of 
Ramadan.' He said: 'Yes, my 
father narrated to me that the 
Messenger of Allah mentioned 
the month of Ramadan and said: 
"A month which Allah has 
enjoined upon you to fast, and in 
which I have established Qiyam 
(prayers at night) as Sunnah for 
you. So whoever fasts it and 
spends its nights in prayer out of 
faith and in hope of reward; he 
will emerge from his sins as on 
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[11 The predawn meal. 
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the day his mother bore him." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 174. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Voluntary Prayers During 
The Night 


^US £l>- l a i _ ‘\j — Ovt jvJxjtd!) 

(Yir ii^di) jdll 


1329. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jit said: 'At night Satan ties 
a rope in which there are three 
knots to the nape of the neck of 
anyone of you. If he wakes up 
and remembers Allah, one knot is 
untied. If he performs ablution, 
another knot is untied, and if he 
gets up to pray, all the knots are 
untied, so he wakes up energetic 
and cheerful, he has already 
earned something good. But if he 
does not do that, he wakes up 
lazy and bad-tempered, having 
earned nothing good." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Satan is a creature invisible to the human eye. We must, therefore, believe 
in whatever the Qur'an and Hadith tell us about him. 

b. Tying the knots and blowing into them is the way of the magicians and 
sorcerers. 

c. Remembrance of Allah is the surest antidote to the guiles of Satan. 

d. Tahajjud (voluntary prayer during night) is an important defence against the 
evil machinations of Satan. 
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1330. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "Mention was 
made to the Messenger of Allah 
g of a man who slept until 
morning came. He said: "That is 
because Satan urinated in his 
ears/ " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


. 4 j jjj^r ^ VVt : t^LJ] old). 


We pat the child on or around his ears to make him sleep. Satan, in order to 
send someone to sleep, however, adopts the method of urinating into his 
ears. 

Tahajjud is doubtless a voluntary prayer. No sin, therefore, is imposed on 
tire one who fails to perform it. But the man who chooses to deprive himself 
of the blessing of Tahajjud, in fact, provides Satan with an opportunity to 
celebrate his exclusion from this Divine Favor. He (Satan) would, therefore, 
love to see man perpetually deprived of this blessed mode of prayer. It is, 
therefore, the duty of us all, to spend more and more time in the 
remembrance of Allah through performing Qiydrn (prayers at night). 


1331. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: "The 
Messenger of Allah )§§ said: 'Do 
not be like so-and-so, who used to 
pray voluntary night prayers then 
stopped praying voluntary night 
prayers." (Sahih) 
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1332. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah said: 'Tire 
mother of Sulaiman bin Dawud 
said to Sulaiman: "O my son, do 
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not sleep too much at night, for 
sleeping too much at night will 
leave a man poor on the Day of 
Resurrection/' ( Da'if) 
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1333. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Allah |§| 
said: 'Whoever prays a great deal 
at night, his face will be 
handsome during the day/" 
(Maudu') 
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1334. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Salam said: "When 
the Messenger of Allah |6| came 
to Al-Madinah, the people rushed 
towards him and it was said: 'The 
Messenger of Allah |§| has come!' 
I came along with the people to 
see him, and when I looked at the 
face of the Messenger of Allah j®;, 
I realized that his face was not the 
face of a liar. The first thing he 
said was: "O people, spread (the 
greeting of) Salam, offer food to 
people and pray at night when 
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people are sleeping, you will enter 
Paradise in peace." 


j ^JlllL 1 jlv’j c^Uhll Ijidsf j 
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Comments: 
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a. Before embracing Islam, 'Abdullah bin Salam was a Jew. As such he was 
aware of the signs of the would-be Prophet contained in the earlier Books. 
That is why he had no difficulty in accepting Islam. 

b. Face, they say, is an index to a man's character. This means that all the 
traits of a man's character — virtue, vice, truth, falsehood — get mirrored in 
his looks and outward personality. It is,therefore, easy for a discerning man 
to recognize a truthful person from a liar or impostor. 


Chapter 175. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Wakes Up His Family 
At Night 

1335. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed and Abu Hurairah said 
that the Prophet ig§ said: "When a 
man. wakes up at night and wakes 
his wife, and they pray two 
Rak'ah, they will be recorded 
among the men and women who 
remember Allah much." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 


a. Even as few as two Rak'ah performed for T dhajjud may win great reward 
from Allah. So, naturally, more Rak'ah mean more reward. 

b. The husband and wife must encourage and help each other in doing 
virtuous deeds. 

1336. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jit said: 'May Allah have 
mercy on a man who gets up at 
night and prays, and wakes his 
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wife, and she prays; and if she 
refuses he sprinkles water in her 
face. And May Allah have mercy 
on a woman who gets up at night 
and prays, and wakes her 
husband and he prays; and if he 
refuses, she sprinkles water in his 
face/ "(Hasan) 

C— -b>- ^ W'A:^ [j— . 9- oik— <1] 

. tjj yJ I j t jLo- t o— j ^ jl 

Comments: 

a. If either the husband or the wife is used to praying Tahajjud , let him or her 
try to make the other also used to doing it. 

b. If one is feeling too sleepy, a sprinkle of water will make getting up easy, so 
that he or she performs ablution and prays. The idea is that neither of the 
couple should remain deprived of this virtuous act. 
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Chapter 176. Making One's 
Voice Beautiful When 
Reciting Qur'an 

1337. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Sa'ib said: 
"Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas came to us 
when he had become blind. I 
greeted him with Saldm and he 
said: 'Who are you?' So I told him, 
and he said: 'Welcome, O son of 
my brother. I have heard that you 
recite Qur'an in a beautiful voice. I 
heard the Messenger of Allah s§f 
say: "This Qur'an was revealed 
with sorrow, so when you recite it, 
then weep. If you cannot weep 
then pretend to weep, and make 
your voice melodious in reciting it. 
Whoever does not make his voice 
melodious, he is not one of us." 
(Da'if) 
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1338. It was narrated that 
'Aishah the wife of the Prophet igf 
said: "One night at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah j|§ I was late 
returning from the ‘JsM’, then I 
came and he said; 'Where were 
you?' I said: T was listening to the 
recitation of a man among your 
Companions, for I have never 
heard a recitation or a voice like 
his from anyone/ He got up and I 
got up with Mm, to go and listen 
to him. Then he turned to me and 
said: 'This is Salim, the freed slave 
of Abu I ludhaifah. Praise is to 
Allah Who has created such men 
among my Ummah."' ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Not to speak of others, even the Messenger of Allah g| used to listen to the 
recitation of Qur'an from his Companions. As such no one, be he among 
the greatest of scholars, or the highest ranking person among us, should feel 
shy of listening to the recitation of persons belonging to the lower strata of 
the society. 

b, Women can listen to the recitation of strangers among men. There is also no 
harm in praising a person for a gift bestowed upon him by Allah, 
particularly if the praise is given at Ms back. 


1339. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Allah 0 
said: 'Among the people who 
recite the Qur'an with the most 
beautiful voices is the man who, 
when you hear him, you think 
that he fears Allah/" (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

A melodious voice is undoubtedly the adornment of recitation. The beauty 
of a person's recitation would, however, be increased manifold if it creates 
the impact on the listeners, that what the person is reciting has also touched 
the cords: of his heart and filled it with: the fear of Allah. 
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1340. It was narrated that 
Fadalah bin 'Ubaid said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jgg said: ' Allah 
listens more attentively to a man 
with a beautiful voice who recites 
Qur' an out loud than the master 
of a singing female slave listens to 
his slave."' (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The purpose of mentioning the similitude of a singing female slave in the 
Hadith, is not to accord legitimacy to the tradition of keeping slave girls. It 
is rather a ploy to drive home an idea to the people through reference to a 
well-known tradition existing in the Arabia of those times. 


1341. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jg| entered the mosque and 
heard a man reciting Qur'an. He 
asked, 'Who is this?' It was said: 
'(He is) 'Abdullah bin Qais.' He 
said: 'He has been given (sweet 
melodious voice) from the 
Mazamir of the family of 
Dawud."' (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Abdullah bin Qais popularly known by the nickname Abu Musa Al- 
Ash'ari had an extremely melodious voice. The Messenger of Allah H§ has 
given much praise to his recitation. 

b. A beautiful voice is a boon from Allah. It is a commendable act to use it for 
noble purposes. 

C- Th Arabic word Mazcbntr (sing. Mizmar), lexically, 'musical instruments', has 
been used in Hadith in its figurative sense of 'melodious voice'. 


1342. It was narrated from Bara' 
(bin 'Azib) that the Messenger of 
Allah m said: "Beautify the 

Qur' an with your voices." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The Qur'an must always be recited with as beautiful a voice as possible. 

b. Reciting the Qur'an beautifully and well also means (i) producing the 
sounds from correct points of obstruction, (ii) avoiding errors in the 
articulation of short and long vowels, and (iii) with due modulation of the 
voice, according to the meaning and content of the recited Verse. 


Chapter 177. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Sleeps And Misses His 
Daily Portion Of The Qur'an 

1343. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Abdin Al- 
Qari said: "I heard 'Umar bin 
Khattab say: 'The Messenger of 
Allah s|§ said: 'Whoever sleeps 
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and misses his daily portion of , . , . - „ ;• 

Qur'an, or any part of it, let him ^ ^ 

read it between the Fajr prayer ;^g Jij ; O 

and the Zw/ir prayer, and it will A '• , - 

be recorded as if he had read it ‘ / “**? Scr" 4^ J* 6-“ 11 

during the night/' (S«Wfe) Jj ^ s$Uj ?5U LU 

& 1 t p, 

< jA J1 41p S 1 — J 4 SjX^ 45»-y>-i . 

■ *i ‘ ^ l [ji j ' lx *^ ' y* ^ I <yp v t v : 

Comments: 


a. It is perfectly in order to fix for oneself the recitation of a certain portion of 
Qur' an in Tahajjud. 

b. There is no time disliked for the remembrance of Allah and the articulation 
of his praise. 


1344. It was narrated that Abu 
Darda' conveyed that the Prophet 
j§ said: "Whoever goes to bed 
intending to wake up and pray 
during the night, but is 
overwhelmed by sleep until 
morning comes, what he intended 
will be recorded for him, and his 
sleep is a charity given to him by 
his Lord." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Among the blessings of the purity or sincerity of intention, is that one gets 
the reward even for actions one intended to do, but could not, because of 
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some impediment, provided that there was no deliberate insolence or delay 
on the part of tire person concerned. 


Chapter 178. How Much 
(Time) Is Recommended 
Regarding the Completion Of 
The Qur'an 

1345. It was narrated from 
'Uthman bin 'Abdullah bin Aws 
that his grandfather Aws bin 
Hudhaifah said: "We came to the 
Messenger of Allah #§ in the 
delegation of Thaqif. The allies of 
Quraish stayed at the house of 
Mughirah bin Shu'bah, and the 
Messenger of Allah ^ camped 
Barti Malik in a tent belonging to 
him. He used to come to us every 
night after the 'Isha' and speak to 
us standing on his two feet, until 
he started to shift his weight from 
one foot to the other. Most of 
what he told us was what he had 
suffered from his people Quraish. 
He said: '(The two sides) were not 
equal. We were weak and 
oppressed and humiliated, and 
when we went out to Al- 
Madinah, the outcome of the 
battles between us varied; 
sometimes we would defeat them 
and sometimes they would defeat 
us/ One night he was later than he 
usually was, and I said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, you have 
come to us late tonight.' He said: 
'It occurred to me that I had not 
read my daily portion of Qur'an 
and I did not want to come out 
until I had completed it.'" Aws 
said: "I asked the Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah 3g: 'How 
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did you used to divide up the 
Qur'an?' They said: 'A third, a 
fifth, a seventh, a ninth, an 
eleventh, a thirteenth, and Hizbul- 
MufassaV" m ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


We learn from tire text, that it is in order to recite the whole of Qur'an in 
seven days. Thus the seven portions of the Qur' an recited over a period of 
seven days are known as seven Manazil (portions). The seven Manazil (after 
Al-Fdtihah) are as follows: 

a) Al-Baqarah; Al-' Imran; An-Nisd' (three Surah) 

b) From Al-Ma'idah to At-Tawbah (five Surah ) 

c) FromYsinws to An-Nahl (seven Surah) 

d) From Al-Isra’ to Al-Furqan (nine Surah) 

e) From Ash-Shu'am' to Yd-Sin (eleven Surah ) 

f) From As-Saffdt to Al-Hujurat (thirteen Surah) 

g) From Qdf to An-Nas (sixty-five Surah) 

The last Manzil is nicknamed the Mufassal. It is because, lengthwise, these are 
shorter Surah; therefore the continuity of recitation is frequently broken and 
a separation (fast) occurs between each two Surah through Basmalah, the 
recitation of Bismillahir Rahmanir- Rahim, before the start of each next Surah . 


1346. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: "I 
memorized the Qur'an and 
recited it all in one night. The 
Messenger of Allah ig| said: 'I am 
afraid that you may live a long 
life and that you may get bored. 
Recite it over the period of a 
month.' I said: 'Let me benefit 
from my strength and my youth/ 
He said: 'Recite it in ten days.' I 
said: 'Let me benefit from my 
strength and my youth.' He said: 
'Recite it in seven days.' I said: 
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[1] See no. 1056. 
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'Let me benefit from my strength , •> - ; , >sr * 

and my youth,' but he refused (to ’ " *CT’ ^ ‘ ^ 

alter it any further)." (Da'if) . ^3 

mtnr/r:^ cA-rt:^ ^ jlji <^>-1 oaL-i] :^>«i 

Jl* I jji U_; U»JJ j l d L- jjJ I i jf M I Xs- L J t 4; gjyr oi I 
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Comments: 

a. It is not advisable to unduly overburden one's body. 

b. Some of the exercises of this nature practised by the Sufis are in 
contravention of the Sunnah of the Prophet jig. 


1347. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr that the 
Messenger of Allah #g said: "No 
one properly understands who 
reads the Qur' an in less than three 
days." (Sahih) 
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a. No one should complete the whole of Qur'an in less than three days. 

b. The main purpose of reciting the Qur'an is to ponder over it and try to 
comprehend it. That is why it is imperative to understand the meaning of 
Qur'an in the language that one understands. At the same time, it is 
necessary to avoid exegeses that interpret the Qur'an in ways different from 
those of our pious predecessors. 


1348. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I did not know of 
the Prophet of Allah ;§g reciting 
tire entire Qur'an until morning." 
(Sahih) 


*L>-| f* Li 


: c Cl J\ lfi_ Jz y\ - ^r^A 

. -y > y f y * * y t-^ 53 , y 4 1 > » * I ^ y ^ 

. jfr Lu . j-vvO Jji^A 

o y , M 0 ;y,y! 0 y Jy ,'C ,yj« y 

if ‘cls 3 ^ 1 ir! vbj if “■ lt3 
I Sf I dJ Ayio Ip jjp 

.j-ilJJi Ji s' ST^Ji fjs ^ iii 

t T ^ A /V ' 


aU ^ <05 oTjaJ I \ J> ^ 4l i J ^ ! dliiij t 4 j i^yj ^ ^ ^ ‘ C. 4 ^ 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 307 cid^Lalt iu»l9j 


tjjSLJl) .u, t~o qUzjj Jai ^>LoL5^ I ^4-2 aLJ ^»U V j 

. 0 yJw .lA 1 jJ i Alj -bdj fc * .xlp ojlli 

Comments: ’ ^ 

The practice of completing the whole of Qur' an in one night or two must be 
avoided. The practice of some of the memorizers of Qur'an to organize 
what they call Shabinah (reciting the Qur'an in the whole night in Nafl 
Rak'ah) also deserves to be given up. And Allah knows best. 
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Comments: 

The Prophet 4i used to make audible recitation in Tahajjud although, as we 
shall see in H. 1354, inaudible mode of recitation is also allowed in it. 


Chapter 179. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Recitation in the (Voluntary) 
Night Prayers 

1349. It was narrated that Umm 
Hani' bint Abi Talib said: "I used 
to hear the Prophet J§§ reciting at 
night when I was on the roof of 
my house." (Hasan) 


1350. It was narrated that Jasrah 
bint Dijajah said: "I heard Abu 
Dharr say: 'The Prophet gg stood 
reciting a Verse and repeating it 
until morning came. That Verse 
was: "If You punish them, they 
are Your slaves, and if You 
forgive them, verily, You, only 
You, axe the All-Mighty, the All- 
Wise/" " [1] (Hasan) 
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[11 Al-Ma'idah 5:118. 
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Comments: 

a. If a person has only memorized a small part of Qur' an, he may as well earn 
reward from Allah for a long Qiyfim and redtation> through reciting again 
and again, the the small part that he remembers from the Qur'an. 

b. The Verse quoted in the Hadith together with the preceding one, confirms 
the fact that the Prophet 'Eisa i<K§ ; was unaware of the deviations that had 
infiltrated into the system of beliefs of his people after his own self had 
been raised up in the heavens, since the Prophets have not been given the 
knowledge of the Unseen by Allah. 

c The Verse quoted in the Hadith was in fact a supplication that the Prophet 
5§! had made to Allah: for his people. We also learn from this Hadith that we 
may recite any Verse of the Qur'an appropriate to our situation, as a 
supplication, in order to invoke the mercy of Allah. 


1351. It was narrated from 
I ludhaifah that the Prophet iff 
prayed, and when he recited a 
Verse which mentioned mercy, he 
would ask for mercy; when he 
recited a Verse that mentioned 
punishment he would pray for 
deliverance from it; and when he 
recited a Verse that mentioned the 
Tanzih [11 of Allah, he would 
glorify HimJ 2] ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

To glorify Allah in words is to say: Subhiin- Allah (Allah is free from all 
imperfection and from everything falsely attributed to Him). On reaching 
the Verse mentioning punishment, we may say: Allahumma ajimi minan-nar 
(O Allah! Grant me salvation from Hell-fire) or another Verse of the same 
purport. 


Tanzih: To declare Allah to be free of imperfection and everything falsely attributed to 
Him, such as having a son, partner of the trinity. 

^ By saying Subhdua Rabbiyal-A'la', etc. 
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1352. It was narrated that Abu 
Laila said: "I prayed beside the 
Prophet ig; when he was praying 
voluntary prayers at night. He 
recited a Verse which mentioned 
punishment and said: T seek 
refuge with Allah from the Fire, 
woe to the people of the Fire/" 
(Da'if) 
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1353. It was narrated that 
Qatadah said: "I asked Anas bin 
Malik about the recitation of the 
Prophet g| and he said: 'He used 
to elongate his voice.' "' 11 (Sahih) 
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1354. It was narrated that 
Ghudaif bin Harith said: "I came 
to 'Aishah and asked: 'Did the 
Messenger of Allah s|| recite 
Qut' an loudly or softly?' She said: 
'Sometimes he would recite loud 
and sometimes softly.' I said, 
‘Allahu Akbarl Praise is to Allah 
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fl] Some of them say that it is to elongate the pronunciation of the letter preceding a ‘weak’ 
letter, i.e., Alif, Wcm>, and Ya. So he elongates the Lam before the Ha in the majestic 
name Allah, the Mim before the Nun in the name Ar-R.ahmftn, and the Hs before the 
Ya in Ar-Rahim. This is the interpretation Ibn Hajar chose in Fathul-Bari (no. 5045). 
Others said it means to elongate the ‘weak’ letters appropriately. Others said that it 
refers to those letters that are customarily elongated (this is the most popular view), 
and others add that it refers to raising and lowering the voice as well. See 
explanation by Sindi on Ibn Majah, An-Nisa'i, and 'Amnul-Ma'bud. 
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Who has made this matter one of 
broad scope/ " (Hasan) 
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Chapter 180. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Supplication When A Man 
Stands To Pray At Night 


(■[>■ \j> ixU - Oa* 

^ to' fis 'H 
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1355. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah %& prayed 
Tahajjud at night, he would say: 
"Allahumma lakal-hamd, Anta 
nurus-samawati wal-ard wa man 
fihinna. Wa lakal-hamd, Anta 
qayydmus-samdwdti wal-ard wa man 
fihinna. Wa lakal-hamd, Anta 
mdlikus-samawdti wal-ard wa man 
fihinna. Wa lakal-hamd, Antal-haqq, 
wa wa'duka haqq, wa liqd'uka haqq, 
wa qawluka haqq, wal-jannatu haqq, 
wan-nar haqq, was-sd'atu haqq, 
wan-nabiyyuna haqq, wa 
Muhammadun haqq. Allahumma 
laka aslamtu, wa bika. dmantu, wa 
‘alaika taivakkaltu wa ilaika anabtu, 
wa bika khasamtu, wa ilaika 
hakamtu, faghfirli md qaddamtu wa 
ma akhkhartu, zva ma asrartu wa md 
a'lantu. Antal-muqaddimu. wa 
Antal-muakhkhiru . La ilaha ilia anta 
wa la ilaha ghairuka, wa la hawla wa 
la quwwuta ilia bika (O Allah, to 
You is praise. You are the Light of 
the heavens and the earth, and 
everyone therein. To You is 
praise. You are the Sustainer of 
the heavens and the earth, and 
everyone therein. To You is 
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praise. You are the Sovereign of , . > _ r „ , , ,, , ' , - 

the heavens and the earth, and .J15 o*- in' 1 a* ‘h-jlt 

everyone therein. To You is . ^ i l| lit £g 

praise. You are the Truth; Your " 

promise is true, the meeting with 
You is true. Your saying is true. 

Paradise is true, the Fire is true, 
the Horn- is true, the Prophets are 
true, and Muhammad is true. O 
Allah, to You have I submitted, in 
You I believe, in You have I put 
my trust, to You I turn in 
repentance, by Your help I argue, 
to You I refer my case, so forgive 
me for my past and future sins, 
what I have done in secret and 
what I have done openly. You are 
the One Who brings forward and 
puts back. None who has the 
right to be worshiped but You, 
and there is none who has the 
right to be worshiped other than 
You. And there is no power and 
nor strength except with You." 

( Sahih ) 

Another chain that Ibn 'Abbas 

narrated: "When the Messenger of 

Allah H stood during the night 

for Tahhajud," and he mentioned 

something similar. 

\ 

t J L \ \ Y • I £ C J-JJ i L i 1 4 J L»rJ I Jp- 1 ! J >£ 

. 3 jLjL* 

Comments: 


The 'promise' made by Allah is His declaration that there is so much 
reward for such and such act, and such and such act shall attract such and 
such punishment in this world and the Hereafter. 

'Meeting with Allah being true' means: It is true that everyone of us shall 
be resurrected after death, and shall have to render his account. It also 
means that those lodged in Paradise will be able to see Allah 
Allah's saying being true means, that whatever He communicated to us of 
the past events through His Prophets did happen exactly as He 
communicated . 
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Paradise and Fire being true means, that they do exist 'really' not 
metaphorically, and all the details of the bounties and punishment of Allah 
mentioned in the Noble Qur'an and authentic Ahadith are there, beyond any 
shred of doubt. 

The Hour being true means, that it is sure to happen at the time appointed 
for it, and all the details concerning it given in the Qur'an and Hadith are 
true. 

All the Prophets, especially the Prophet Muhammad's being 'true', means 
that they were all raised by Allah in their respective times. They were all 
truthful, were gifted with the highest attributes of character and free from 
all moral flaws and defects. 


1356. It was narrated that 'Asim 
bin Humaid said: "I asked 
'Aishah: 'With what did the 
Prophet 2 g§ start voluntary night 
prayers?' She said: 'You have 
asked me about something which 
no one has asked before. He used 
to say Allahu Akbar ten times, and 
Al-Hamdu Lillah ten times and 
Subhan-Allah ten times, and 
Astaghfirulldh ten times, and he 
would say Allahumma aghfirli 
wahdini, warzuqni, wa 'afini (O 
Allah, forgive me, guide me, 
grant me provision and give me 
good health)/' and he would seek 
refuge from the difficulty of the 
standing on the Day of 
Resurrection." (Hasan) 

V t 

Letpjjj n j L ya \ I 4j J U l) t 0 jJLjaJ I 

Comments: 


bi j->- ; ^ ^ jZL jj \ bl Jp" — S ¥& *\ 

! AjjLc* f. v J L>J 1 Jbj 

<,✓ > * a *■ „ > * > ' tf ' 

Oi if i r? y^J 1 05 ^^ 

£g| b\s liU 

Jjp JJaJ !cJli ?JuDl Aj 

gs b\S -A& £5 JL u ^ 

11 ' 11 ' 11 ' 

. 1 j l . 1 jtssS' 

o * s' ' * s' ? 8 <- 

0 * ' ' Z* 0 s' 9 

ire hi jejJs 

. <u 11 a] i ^ jj lLj 1 


Cijbjjl ‘ Jh>e7 


. Jj j *yo V T ^ ; 


'Seeking refuge from the difficulty of standing' means: O Allah! When, on 
the Day of Resurrection, we present ourselves to render our accounts before 
You, let it not be difficult for me and all should pass away with comfort 
and ease. 


1357. It was narrated that Abu 
Salamah bin 'Abdur-Rahman 
said: "I asked 'Aishah: 'With what 
did the Prophet jp start his 
voluntary night prayers?' She 
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said: 'He would say: "Allahumma 
Rabba Jibm'il wa Mika'il wa Israfil, 
Faiiras-samduwti wal-ard, 'alimal- 
ghaybi wash-shahadah , Anta 
tahkumu baina 'ibddika fima kanu 
fihi yakhtalifun, ahdini lima akhtulifa 
fihi minal-haqqi bi idhnika, innaka 
latahdi ild sirdtin mustaqim (O 
Allah, Lord of jibra'il, Mika'il and 
Israfil, Creator of the heavens and 
the earth, Knower of the unseen 
and the seen. You judge between 
Your slaves concerning that 
wherein they differ. Guide me to 
the disputed matters of truth by 
Your Lea!ve, for You are the One 
Who guides to the Straight 
Path)." ( Sahih ) 

(One of the narrators) 'Abdur- 
Rahman bin 'Umar said: "Bear in 
mind the word Jibra'il with a 
Hamzah — this is how it was 
narrated from the Prophet j§§." 
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Comments: 
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a. Tahajjud (voluntary night prayers) may also be started with this 
supplication. 

b. All guidance is in Allah's Hands. Therefore we must keep supplicating to 
Allah for it. 


Chapter 181. What Was 
Narrated Concerning How 
Many Rak'ah Should Be 
Prayed At Night 

1358. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said, and this is the 
Hadith of Abu Bakr: [11 "During 
the period after he finished prayer 
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That is Abu Bakr bin Abu Shaibah, one of the two Shaikh who narrated chains to Ibn 
Majah for this Hadith. 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 314 t&j <vuJtj oljJuall Aolsj wjIjj'i 


the 'Isha' until the Fajr, the 
Prophet jgg used to pray eleven 
Rak'ah, saying the Salam after each 
two Rak'ah and praying Witr with 
one Rak'ah. He would prostrate 
for as long as it takes anyone of 
you to recite fifty Verses before he 
would raise his head. When the 
Mu'adh-dhin fell silent after the 
first Adhdn for the Subh prayer, he 
would get up and pray two brief 
Rak'ah.'' ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Both ways of offering prayer are in order for Tahajjud — praying two Rak'ah 
by two, saying Salam after each two Rak'ah, or praying four by four Rak'ah, 
each four Rak'ah being ended by saying Salam. As for Witr, it is to be offered 
after Tahajjud. It could either be one Rak'ah, or three, or five. 


1359. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet gj: 
used to pray thirteen Rak'ah at 
night." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


The Hadith does not run counter to the Hadith mentioning eleven Rak'ah. By 
adding two Rak'ah of either ‘Isha' or of fajr to Tahajjud the total number of 
Rak'ah reach thirteen. Another way to count the Rak'ah as thirteen could be 
seen under the coining H. 1362. 

1360. It was narrated from J,\ i£U ii!i i£U - wv 

'Aishah that the Prophet jS§ used 
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to pray nine Rak'ah at night. 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Of this, eight Rak'ah were of Tahajjud and one of PVifr. Another possibility is 
that he £jg prayed six Rak'ah of Tahajjud following it by three Rak'ah of Witr. 


1361. It was narrated that 'Amir 
Ash-Sha'bi said: "I asked 
'Abdullah bin 'Abbas and 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar about the 
Prophet's prayer at night. They 
said: '(He prayed) thirteen Rak'ah, 
including eight, and three for 
Witr, and two Rak'ah after the 
Fajr .' " (Sahih) 
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1362. It was narrated that Zaid 
bin Khalid Al-Juhani said: "I said, 
I must observe how the 
Messenger of Allah Jig prays 
tonight. So I lay down at his door. 
The Messenger of Allah #| got up 
and prayed two brief Rak'ah, then 
two long ones, which were very, 
very long, then two Rak'ah which 
were shorter than the ones 
preceding them, then two Rak'ah 
which were shorter than the ones 
preceding them, then two Rak'ah 
which were shorter than the ones 
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preceding them, then two Rak'ah, 
then Witr. That was thirteen 
Rak'ah" ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


etiu 


The previous Hailith speaks of thirteen Rak'ah, including the two Rak'alt 
performed before the obligatory Fajr prayer. The present Hrniith, however, 
tells us that, even apart from the Sunnah of Fajr, it is allowed to pray 
thirteen Rak'ah instead of eleven. 


1363. It was narrated from 
Kuraib, the freed slave of Ibn 
'Abbas, that Ibn 'Abbas told him 
that he slept at the house of 
Maimunah, the wife of the 
Prophet s%, who was his maternal 
aunt. He said: "I lay down across 
the pillow and the Messenger of 
Allah *■= and his wife were laying 
along it. The Prophet || slept 
until midnight, or a little before, 
or a little after. The Prophet g| 
woke up and began to rub the 
sleep from his face with his hand. 
Then he recited the last ten Verses 
of Surah Al 'Imran. Then he got up 
and went to a water skin that was 
hanging up and performed 
ablution from it, and he 
performed ablution well, then he 
stood up and prayed." 'Abdullah 
bin 'Abbas said: "I stood up and 
did what he had done, then I 
went and stood beside him. The 
Messenger of Allah put his 
right hand on my head, took hold 
of my right ear and tweaked it. 
Then he prayed two Rak'ah, then 
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two Rak'ah, then two Rak'ah, then 
two Rak'ah, then two Rak'ah, then 
two Rak'ah, then he prayed Witr. 
Then he lay down until the 
Mu'adh-dhin came to him and he 
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prayed two brief Rak'ah, then he . ->12=31 jl f > 1? . . fi.il '•<) 

went out to pray." (Sahih) ' ^ ^ ^ J 
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Comments: 

a The Prophet JH let 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas u§s> spend the night in the house of 
his maternal aunt Maimunah, the Mother of the Believers, since he, being 
the son of her sister, was her Mahram (in a relationship of same blood). 

b. The purpose of 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas was to observe the actions of the 
Messenger of Allah The Prophet ig, therefore, accorded him a chance to 
observe the real-life-example of himself. 

c. Some small action taken during prayer, in case of necessity, does not 
invalidate the prayer. 


Chapter 182. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Which 
Hours Of The Night Are Best 
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1364. It was narrated that 'Amr 
bin 'Abasah said: "I came to the 
Messenger of Allah i|J and said: 
'O Messenger of Allah, who 
became Muslim with you?' He 
said: 'A free man and a slave/ 111 I 
said: 'Is there any hour of the 
night that is closer to Allah than 
another?' He said: 'Yes, the last 
half of the night/ " (Sahih) 
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P) Meaning Abu Bakr and Bilal vi>. 
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Comments: 


At the time 'Amr bin 'Abasah <$b came to the Messenger of Allah sy§, he jfj 
was at Makkah and had not yet emigrated from there. (For details see Sahih 
Muslim : 294) 


1365. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah used to sleep during the 
first part of the night and stay 
awake during the latter part." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Prophet j§ has demonstrated several permissible options concerning 
praying Tahajjud and resting at night, one of which has been mentioned in 
this Hadith . 


1366. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah S|§ said: "Our Lord, the 
Blessed and Exalted, descends 
when one third of the night 
remains, every night, and He 
says: 'Who will ask of Me, that I 
may give him? Who will call 
upon Me, that I may answer him? 
Who will ask My forgiveness, that 
I may forgive him?' until dawn 
comes." Hence they used to 
prefer voluntary prayers at the 
end of the night rather than at the 
beginning. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. So immense is the mercy of Allah, that He Himself commands His slaves to 
ask Him what they want. 
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b. Allah's descending (to the nearest heaven) is a special attribute of Him, like 
His presence over the Throne, and the attribute of His speech. We must 
believe in these attributes as they are described in Qur'an and Hadith 
without either denying them, or twisting their meaning. We must, 
moreover, abstain from giving resemblance for any one of His attributes to 
any of the created things, and must have the belief that Allah does come 
down in a manner that suits His glory and majesty. 


1367. It was narrated that Rifa'ah 
Al-Juhani said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: 'Allah provides 
respite until, when half or two 
thirds of the night has passed. He 
says: "My slave does not ask of 
anyone other than Me. Whoever 
calls upon Me, I will answer him; 
whoever asks of Me, I will give 
him; whoever asks My 
forgiveness, I will forgive him," 
until dawn comes.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

'Providing respite' probably means that Allah grants His slaves time for 
sleep and rest, and does not require of them to remain busy in worshiping 
Him, around the clock. Or else, it could mean that, as mentioned in the 
Hadith, Allah's call comes after a particular point of time. 


Chapter 183. What Was 
Narrated About What It Is 
Hoped Will Suffice For The 
Night Prayer 

1368. It was narrated that Abu 
Mas'ud said: The Messenger of 
Allah 3|| said: "Whoever recites 
the last two Verses of Surat Al- 
Baqarah at night, that will be 
sufficient for him." (Sahih) 

In his narration (one of the 
narrators) Hafs said: "Abdur- 


lk. 3 el >- La ujIj - ( ^ AY' 

jil( & rjz *,! Jr°J> 

(T YT iUdl) 

: j: 2ji x* - \rtA 

lf l^y :VU 

J If If Cf. i 

:5jH Al :JU zyil** 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 320 ofjLall t-djh 


Rahman said: 'I met Abu Mas'ud 
when he was performing Tazoaf, 
and he narrated this to me/ " . 
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Comments: 

'Recitation of the last two Verses of Surat Al-Baqarah being sufficient for the 
night' means that if a person has failed to perform Tahajjud on a certain 
night, let him at least recite these two Verses, since they would bring as 
much mercy from Allah as would the prayer of Tahajjud, if it had been 
performed. Or else it could mean that the recitation of these two Verses is 
enough to ward off any trouble or calamity from him for the night. 


1369. It was narrated from Abu 
Mas'ud that the Messenger of 
Allah j§§ said: "Whoever recites 
the last two Verses of Surat Al- 
Baqarah at night, that will be 
sufficient for him." (Sahib) 


Chapter 184. What Was 
Narrated About If The Person 
Praying Becomes Sleepy 
1370. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet |§ 
said: 'If anyone of you becomes 
drowsy, let him sleep until he 
feels refreshed, for he does not 
know, if he prays when he feels 
drowsy, he may want to say 
words seeking forgiveness but 
(instead) he ends up cursing 
himself/" {Sahih) 
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Comments: 


It is not advisable to perform prayer while a person is feeling sleepy. If that 
be the .condition, he should either first complete his sleep, or do something 
to fight file sleep and regam the freshness of his mind and heart, such as 
performing ablution, or walking a little, or doing a light excercise. 


1371. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah |jg entered the mosque and 
saw a rope tied between two 
pillars. He said, "What is this 
rope?" They said: "It belongs to 
Zainab. She prays here and when 
she gets tired she holds on to it/' 
He said: "Untie it, untie it; let any 
one of you pray when he has 
energy, and if he gets tired let 
him sit down." { Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. One should set a target of prayers and remembrance of Allah which is not 
too burdensome for him. 

b. in. case one feels tired or distressed, it is proper and permissible that he 
should shorten the target of voluntary prayers that he had set for himself. 


1372. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet 3®| said: 
"When anyone of you gets up to 
pray at night, and his tongue 
stumbles over the words of the 
Qur'an and he does not know 
what he is saying, let Mm lie 
down." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


'Stumbling over the words of the Qur'an' means when drowsiness makes it 
difficult for him to recite the Qur'an, or he loses good knowledge of what his 
tongue is repeating, let him stop his recitation and prayer, and go to bed. 


Chapter 185. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Praying 
Between The Maghrib and 
The ' Isha ' 
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1373. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jig said: 'Whoever prays 
twenty Rak'ah between Maghrib 
and the 'Isha, Allah will build for 
him a house in Paradise.' " 
(Maudu') 
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Comments: 

Some of the people call these Rak'ah as Salatul-Awwabin, but it is a 
misnomer. The correct position is that Salatul-Awwabin is another name for 
the Duha prayer (prayer after sunrise). The Prophet M has said that Salatul- 
Awwabin is the prayer performed when the young ones of the camels begin 
to have their feet sizzling (from the heat of the sand). (Sahih Muslim : 143). 


1374. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah <lg said: 'Whoever prays six 
Rak'ah after the Maghrib and does 
not speak evil between them, they 
will be made equivalent to twelve 
years' worship/ " (Du' if) 
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Chapter 186. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Voluntary Prayers Offered At 
Home 

1375. It was narrated that 'Asim 
bin 'Amr said: "A group from the 
people of 'Iraq came to 'Umar and 
when they came to him, he said 
to them: 'Where are you from?' 
They said: 'From the inhabitants 
of 'Iraq/ He said: 'Have you come 
with permission?'* 1 * They said: 
'Yes/ Then they asked him about 
a man's prayer in his house. 
'Umar said: 'I asked the 
Messenger of Allah j|§ and he 
said: "As for a man's prayer in his 
house, it is light, so illuminate 
your houses/"" ( Da'if) 

Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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a. It is necessary for men to perform obligatory prayer at the mosque. 

b. As for Nafl (voluntary) prayers, it is preferable to offer them at home. The 
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Meaning: ‘with the permission of the chief of Kufah?’ (Explanation Sindi). 
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Rak'ah after the obligatory prayer generally called Sunnah, are in fact of the 
category of Nafl prayers. 

c. It is permissible to offer Nafl prayer in the mosque. 


1376, It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khodri that the Prophet 
#| said: "When anyone of you 
has finished his prayer, let him 
give his house a share of that, for 
Allah will put something good in 
his house because of that prayer." 
(Sahih) 
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The Prophet 3|§ liked to perform Nafl prayer at home, not because he had 
difficulty coming and going to the mosque, as would be the case if the 
mosque were at some distance from his house. He rather did it, because it is 
preferable to perform Nafl prayer in one's house. 


1377, It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah -|| said: 'Do not make your 
houses into graves.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Remembrance of Allah is the life and breath of the heart. Whoever does not 
remember Allah is like a dead person.. The best form of remembrance of 
Allah, however is prayer. 

b. It is forbidden to pray at the graveyards. 

c. The words, "Do not make your houses into graves," mean: Do not totally 
avoid praying in your houses as you (rightly) abstain from praying at the 
grave yards. 
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d. Praying obligatory prayer in mosque is an enjoined duty/ but do not make 
it a habit to perform even all your Nafl prayers in mosque. You must also 
offer some of your Nafl prayer at home. 


1378. 'Abdullah bin Sa'd said: "I 
asked the Messenger of Allah fjjg: 
'Which is better prayer in my 
house or prayer in the mosque?' 
He said: 'Do you not see how 
close my house is to the mosque?' 
But praying in my house is dearer 
to me than praying in the 
mosque/ apart from the 
prescribed prayers.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 187. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Duha 
Prayer 

1379. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Harith said: 
"During the caliphate of 'Uthman, 
when the people were present in 
large numbers, I asked about 
Duha prayer, and I could not find 
anyone who could tell me that he, 
meaning the Prophet j§§, had 
prayed it, apart from Umm Hard'. 
She told me that he had prayed it 
with eight Rak'ah." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Most of the Companions were probably mraware of the nature of this 
prayer, because the Prophet m did not perform it regularly, and whenever 
he prayed, he did it at home. 
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1380. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah §§ say: 
'Whoever prays Duha with twelve 
Rak'ah, Allah will build for him a 
palace of gold in Paradise.' " 
(Da' if) 
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1381. Mu'adhah Al~'Adawiyyah z'Cl J\^ kl f\ £jA - WA\ 

said: "I asked 'Aishah: 'Did the '' / t ^ ; , 

Prophet m pray Dm/m?' She said: 6* ‘4^1^ AJ; j* ‘4*-" iSilli 

'Yes; four (Rak'ah) and he would r^| ^ 

add whatever Allah willed.' " s ' ' 
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Comments: 


This shows that not only Umm Hard '%?, but 'Aishah '%■, as well, had seen 
the Prophet H§ pray the Duha prayer. As for the rule of Islamic law, it can 
be proven even from the report of a single Companion. 


1382. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah sg| said: 'Whoever regularly 
prays two Rak'ah of Duha, his sins 
will be forgiven even if they are 
like the foam of the sea. "' (Da'if) 
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Chapter 188. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Istikharah Prayer 

1383. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah j§g used to 
teach us Istikhdmh, just as he used 
to teach us a Surah of the 011 / an. 
He said: 'If anyone of you is 
deliberating about a decision he 
has to make, then let him pray 
two Rak'ah of non-obligatory 
prayer, then say: Allahumma inni 
astakhiruka bi ‘ilmika wa astaqdiruka 
bi qudratika wa as'aluka min fadlikal- 
'azim, fa innaka iaqdiru wa la aqdir, 
wa ta'lamu wa la alam, wa Anta 
' alldmul-ghuyub . Allahumma in 
kunta ta'lamu hddhal-amra (then the 
matter slwuld be mentioned by name) 
md kana min shay 'in khairan li ft 
dini wa ma'ashi wa 'dqibati amri, aw 
khairanli fi 'ajili amri wa djilihi, 
faqdurhu li wa yassirhu li wa bank li 
fihi . Wa in kunta ta'lamu [O Allah, 
I seek Your guidance (in making a 
choice) by virtue of Your 
knowledge, and I seek ability by 
virtue of Your power, and I ask 
You of Your great bounty. You 
have power, I have none. And 
You know, I know not. You are 
the Knower of hidden things. O 
Allah, if in Your knowledge, this 
matter (then it should be 
mentioned by name) is good for 
me in my religion, my livelihood 
and my affairs, or both in this 
world and in the Hereafter then 
ordain it for me, make it easy for 
me, and bless it for me. And if in 
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Your knowledge]. Then saying 
similar to what he said the first 
time, except: Wa in kana sharrun li 
fasrifliu 'anni wdsrifni 'anhu waqdur 
li al-khnir haithunia kana thumrna 
raddini bihi (If it is bad for me 
then turn if away from me and 
turn me away from it, and ordain 
for me the good wherever it may 
be and make me pleased with 
it)/" (Sahih) 
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a. If, after having prayed the Istikhdrdh prayer (prayer for seeking guidance), 
one feels the quietude of the heart in doing the intended task, let him do it, 
otherwise forsake it. 


b. When you reach the words 'this matted in the supplication, mention the 
name of the task or project that you want to undertake, such as: 'this 
marriage, or journey, or business/ etc., or else, just bring the intended task 
or project to your mind without mentioning it in words. 


c. 'Turn me away from it' means: O Allah! Do not let me do it, and let not the 
thoughts like; 'How good it were if I had done it/ etc., should cross my 
mind. 


Chapter 189. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Prayer 
At Times Of Need 
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1384. It was narrated that y} : a ^ jj -/jpL - IVAt 


'Abdullah bin Abl Aw fa Al- 
Aslami said: "The Messenger of 
Allah !g came out to us and said: 
'Whoever has some need from 
Allah or from any of His creation. 


j/p jsib "jZ- IS lid I |WilS 

:Jli <_/}! Ji jjl 4i jIZ If 



let him perform ablution and pray Ij. ^ j^.| ^ jjj 

two Rak'dh, then let him say: La 
ilah.a Hlalldhul-Halimul-Karim . 
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Subhdn Alliihi Rabbil-'arshil-'azim . 
Al-hamdu Lillahi Rabbil- 1 Alamin . 
Alldhumma inni as'aluka mujibdt 
rahmatika, wa 'aza'ima maghfiraHka, 
wal-ghanimata min kulli barrin, 
was-salamata min kulli ithmin. 
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As'aluka alia tada‘a li dhanban ilia 
ghafartahu, wa la hamman ilia 
farrajtahu, wa Id hdfah hiya laka 
ridan ilia qadaitaha li (None has the 
right to be worshiped but Allah, 
the Forbearing, the Most 
Generous. Glory is to Allah, the 
Lord of the Mighty Throne. Praise 
is to Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds. O Allah, I ask You for the 
means of Your mercy and 
forgiveness, the benefit of every 
good deed and safety from all 
sins. I ask You not to leave any 
sin of mine but You forgive if, or 
any distress but You relieve it, or 
any need that is pleasing to You 
but You meet it). Then he should 
ask Allah for whatever he wants 
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in this world and in the Hereafter, 
for it is decreed.' 
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1385. It was narrated from 
'Uthman bin Hunaif that a blind 
man came to the Prophet sp and 
said: "Pray to Allah to heal me." 
He said: "If you wish to store 
your reward for the Hereafter, 
that is better, or if you wish, I will 
supplicate for you," He said: 
"Supplicate." So he told him to 
perform ablution and do it well, 
and to pray two Rak'ah, and to 
say this supplication: "Allahumma 
inni as'aluka wa atawajjahu ilaika 
bimuhammadin nabiyyir-rahma . Yd 
Muhammadu inni qad tazvajjahtu 
bika ila rabbi fi hdjati hadhihi 
lituqda. Allahumma fashaffi'hu fiya 
(O Allah, I ask of You and I turn 
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my face towards You by virtue of 
the intercession of Muhammad 
the Prophet of mercy. O 
Muhammad, I have turned to my 
Lord by virtue of your 
intercession concerning this need 
of mine so that it may be met. O 
Allah, accept his intercession 
concerning me)". { Sahih ) 

Abu Ishaq said: "This Hadith is 
Sahih. " m 

To YA:^ t i i A : iwA 
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Comments: 

a. It is perfectly in order for a man to ask a person noted for his piety to 
supplicate to Allah on his behalf. 

b. To patiently bear a disease or a distress ordained by Allah is doubtless one 
of the means to go higher up in one's rank with Allah. It is also, however, 
not against either the spirit of trust in Allah or unquestioning submission to 
His decree, if a sick person supplicates to Him for his healing or recovery 
from disease. 

c. The Companion did not supplicate to the Prophet or invoke him for 
healing; he only asked the Messenger of Allah jg to pray to Allah for grant 
of recovery to him. The Companion also prayed to Allah himself for the 
purpose. The Prophet's supplication to Allah was for the grant of the 
Companion's prayer. That is why the act has been termed as intercession by 
the Prophet jg. 

Chapter 190. What Was J ^ buli-ph -^Jl) 

Narrated Concerning The ' * _ s 

Prayer Of Glorification 



1386. It was narrated that Abu 
Rafi' said: "The Messenger of 
Allah Ig said to 'Abbas: 'O uncle. 


: y Juj IaJJ*- J! 


[11 Allah knows best who this Abu Ishaq is, this statement is not present in all of the 
manuscripts. 
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shall I not give you a gift, shall I 
not benefit you, shall I not uphold 
my ties of kinship with you?' He 
said 'Of course, O Messenger of 
Allah/ He said: 'Pray four Rak'ah, 
and recite in each Rak'ah the 
Opening of the Book (Al-Fatihah) 
and a Surah. When you have 
finished reciting, say: Subhdn- 
Allah’ 11 wal-hamdu Lillah wa la 
ilaha illalldh wa Allahu Akbar 
(Glory is to Allah, praise is to 
Allah, none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah and Allah is 
the Most Great) fifteen times 
before you bow in Ruku'. Then 
bow and say it ten times; then 
raise your head and say it ten 
times; then prostrate and say it 
ten times; then raise your head 
and say it ten times; then 
prostrate and say it ten times; 
then raise your head and say it 
ten times before you stand up. 
That will be seventy-five times in 
each Rak'ah and three hundred 
times in the four Rak'ah, and even 
if your sins are like the grains of 
sand, Allah will forgive you for 
them/ He said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah, what if someone cannot 
say it in one day?' He said: 'Then 
say it once in a week; if you 
cannot, then say it once in a 
month' until he said: 'Once in a 
year/" ( Sahih ) 
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^ Subhan Allah also means to dedare Allah, the Most High, to be free of any imper- 
fections, and whatever has been falsely attributed to Him, such as having a son, a 
partner, etc. 
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Comments: 

Allah greatly loves the words that glorify and sanctify Him. Even outside 
this particular prayer the words expressing Allah's praise and majesty, 
namely Subhan-Allah jva U-hamdM and Subhdn Allahil-'Azim (Glorified is 
Allah and praised is He, Glorified is Allah, the Most Great) must be given 
due prominence in our normal supplications, for the Messenger of Alllh i| 
has said that, although these words are very easy for the tongue, they are 
dear to Allah and are heavy in the Balance (see Sahih Al-Bukhari, last 
Hadith), The reason why Salat At-Tasbih merits such great reward from 
Allah, may be attributed to the fact that in it, one repeats words expressing 
Allah's oneness, glorification and greatness many times over. 


1387. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 3§| said to 'Abbas bin 
'Abdul-Muttalib: 'O 'Abbas, O my 
unde, shall I not give you a gift, 
shall I not give you something 
shall I not tell you of something 
which, if you do it, will expiate 
for ten types of sins? If you do 
them, Allah will forgive you your 
sins, the first and the last of them, 
the old and the new, the 
unintentional and the deliberate, 
the minor and the major, the 
secret and the open, ten types of 
sin. Pray four Rak'ah, and recite in 
each Rak'ah the Opening of the 
Book ( Al-Fatihah ) and a Surah. 
When you have finished reciting 
in the first Rak'ah, while you are 
standing say: Subhan-Allah wal- 
hamdu Lillah wa la ilaha illallah wa 
Alldhu Akbar (Glory is to Allah, 
praise is to Allah, none has the 
right to be worshiped but Allah 
and Allah is the Most Great) 
fifteen times. Then bow and say it 
ten times while you are bowing. 
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Then raise your head from Ruku' 
and say it ten times. Then go into 
prostration and say it ten times 
while you are prostrating. Then 
raise your head from prostration 
and say it ten times. Then 
prostrate and say it ten times. 
Then raise your head from 
prostration and say it ten times. 
That will be seventy-five times in 
each Rak'ah. Do that in all four 
Rak'di. If you can pray it once 
each day then do so. If you 
cannot, then once each week; if 
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you cannot, then once each 
month. If you cannot, then once 
in your lifetime/ " (Hasan) 
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Chapter 191. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Night Of The Middle Of 
Sha"ban 

1388. It was narrated that 'Ali 
bin Abu Talib said: "The 
Messenger- of Allah said: 
'When it is the night of the 
middle of Sha'ban, spend its night 
in prayer and observe a fast on 
that day. For Allah descends at 
sunset on that night to the lowest 
heaven and says: 'Is there no one 
who will ask Me for forgiveness, 
that I may forgive him? Is there 
no one who will ask Me for 
provision, that I may provide for 
him? Is there no one who is 
afflicted by trouble, that I may 
relieve him?' and so on, until 
dawn comes/ " (Maudu') 
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Comments: 


^jjl*^JI s— aSUaJ ^ l_~a-j ^jjl 
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The Hadith is not only extremely 'Weak' but a clear fabrication as well. As 
such, there is no basis for observing fast specifically on the fifteenth of 
Sha'ban. Similarly, there is no substance in Allah's alleged descent in this 
particular night to the lowest heaven, as mentioned in this Hadith and the 
next. Sound Ahadith, however, do confirm that Allah (the Glorified) 
descends to the lowest heaven each night. The exact nature of this descent 
we neither know nor can comprehend. We must, however, have faith in this 
attribute of Allah's descent. 


1389. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I missed the 
Prophet i|g one night, so I went 
out looking for him. I found him 
at AI-Baqi', raising his head 
towards the sky. He said: 'O 
'Aishah, were you afraid that 
Allah and His Messenger would 
wrong you?"' She said: "I said: 
'No, it is not that, but I thought 
that you had gone to one of your 
other wives.' He said: 'Allah 
descends on the night of the 
middle of Sha'ban to the lowest 
heaven, and He forgives more 
than the number of hairs on the 
sheep of Banu Kalb.'" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: • 


Scholars hold all the Ahadith describing the virtues of the night of the 
middle of Sha'ban, including Hadith No. 1390 as 'Weak'. In fact no special 
merit of this night is proved from sound Ahadith. Shaikh Albani also 
regards most of these Ahadith as 'Weak.' The only exception according to 
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him is Hadith no.1390, and according to him the Hadith proves the 
excellence of the night under reference. 


1390. It was narrated from Abu 
Musa Al-Ash'ari that the 
Messenger of Allah j|g said: 
"Allah looks down on the night of 
the middle of Sha'ban and 
forgives all His creation, apart 
from the idolator and the 
Mushahin ," [11 ( Da'if) 

Another chain from Abu Musa, 
from the Prophet jf| with similar 
wording. 
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Chapter 192. What Was ij? ^ ~ 

Narrated Concerning Prayer ' J&\ ;^| 

And Prostrating At Times Of 

Gratitude OfT^ 


1391. It was narrated from : . ilH y t yL 

'Abdullah bin Abu Awfa that the 


111 In An-Nihfiyah: 'He is the opponent (or enemy).' Awza'i said: 'It means the 
practitioner of innovation who separates from the main body of the Muslim nation.' 
Tibi said: 'Perhaps the objective was to censure the enmity which occurs among the 
Muslims out of bad feelings about leaders, not due to religion, so no one will be safe 
from the tongue or the hand of the one who spreads that, since it will lead to fighting 
and what is prohibited.' And in Az-Zawa'id: 'Its chain is 'Weak' due to the weakness 
of 'Abdullah bin Lahi'ah and the obscure mention of Walid bin Muslim.' And Allah 
knows best." (Explanation by Sindt). 
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Messenger of Allah |g prayed 
two Rak'ah on the day when he 
was given the glad tidings of the 
head (death) of Abu Jahl. (Da' if) 
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1392. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Prophet iH was 
given glad tidings that a need of 
his had been met, and he fell 
down prostrate. (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Performing one prostration on a happy event or occasion is the Suntiah of 
the Prophet jjg;. The prostration could as well be considerably long. 


1393. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Ka'b bin 
Malik that his father said that 
when Allah accepted his 
repentance, he fell down 
prostrate. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


Three of the Prophet's Companions, Ka'b bin Malik, Murarah bin Rabi' and 
Hilal bin Umayyah cfe,, lagged behind the Islamic army on the occasion of 
the Tabuk military campaign, for no valid reason. Therefore, on Allah's 
command, the entire Muslim community observed a social boycott of these 
three for fifty days. During this long long period, these three remained 
mentally distressed and kept offering their repentance before Allah.. Finally, 
when after fifty days, Allah accepted their repentance, the Prophet of Allah 
s|§ declared it as the happiest day of their lives. 


1394. It was narrated from Abu 
Bakrah that when the Prophet 
heard news that made him happy, 
or for which one should be 
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happy, he would fall down 
prostrate in gratitude to Allah, the 
Blessed and Exalted. (Hasan) 
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Chapter 193. What Was 
Narrated Saying That Prayer 
Is An Expiation 
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1395. It was narrated that 'All 
bin Abu Talib said: "If I heard a 
Hadith from the Messenger of 
Allah |g, Allah benefited me with 
it as much as He willed, and if I 
heard It from anyone else, I 
would ask him to swear an oath, 
then if he swore an oath I would 
believe him. Abu Bakr told me 
and Abu Bakr spoke the truth 
that the Messenger of Allah gi 
said: 'There is no man who 
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commits a sin then he performs 
ablution and does it well, then he 
prays two Rak'ah / (one of the 
narrators) Mis'ar said: 'then 
performs prayer and seeks the 
forgiveness of Allah, but Allah 
will forgive him.' (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The process of exercising caution in accepting the Ahadith, and of examining 
what is true from what is false, dates back to the time of the Companions 
themselves. 
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b. 'Ali rife had so much faith in the veracity of Abu Bakr that he accepted any 
version of Hadiih — narrated by him without doubt or delay. 

c. Both ablution and prayer are the means by which sins are forgiven. 


1396. It was narrated from 'Asim 
bin Sufyan Thaqafi that they went 
on the campaign of Salasil, but no 
battle took place; they only took 
up their positions. Then they 
came back to Mu'awiyah, and 
Abu Ayyub and 'Ucjbah bin 
'Amir were with him. 'Asim said: 
"O Abu Ayyub, we have missed 
out on JihM this year, and we 
were told that whoever prays in 
the four mosques will be forgiven 
his sins." [1] He said: "O son of 
my brother, shall I not tell you of 
something easier than that? 1 
heard the Messenger of Allah H§ 
say: 'Whoever performs ablution 
as he has been commanded, and 
prays as he Iras been commanded, 
will be forgiven his previous 
(bad) deeds.'" He said: "(Did he 
not say it) like that, O 'Uqbah?" 
He said: "Yes." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. One military expedition of the name of tire Campaign of Salasil took place 
before the conquest of Makkah in the year 8 AH. The one referred to in this 
Hadith, known as the campaign of Salasil, is a different campaign which had 
taken place during the caliphate of Mu'awiyah 4§&. 

b. Salasil in Arabic means a range of sand dunes. Both these battles having 
taken place in sandy areas, came to be known as campaigns of Salasil. 


M “The mosques that existed, or the three designated ones, and the fourth being Quid' 
mosque." (Explanation by Sindi). 
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c. The four mosques referred to in the Hadith are: Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the 
Holy Mosque at Makkah), Prophet's Mosque at Al-Madinah, Al-Masjid Al- 
Atjsa (in Jerusalem), and the Quba' Mosque. The Prophet jg has exhorted 
the people regarding the prayer in these mosques. 


1397. 'Uthman said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah |§| say: 'Do 
you think that if there was a river 
in the courtyard of anyone of you, 
and he bathed in it five times each 
day, would there be any dirt left 
on him?' They said: '(There would 
be) nothing.' He said: 'Prayer 
takes away sins like water takes 
away dirt.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Sins are forgiven for one who performs his ablution and prayer according 
to the precepts of the Prophet : 5|. 

b. Teachings of S hari’ah (Islamic law) are easily driven home and retained in 
the mind, if given through the method of examples and similitudes. The 
same is the case with other educational and scientific topics. 


1398. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that a man 
did something with a woman that 
was less than adultery; I do not 
know how far it went, but it was 
less than adultery. He went to the 
Prophet #, and told him about 
that. Then Allah revealed the 
words: "And perform the prayer, 
at the two ends of the day and in 
some hours of the night. Verily, the 
good deeds remove the evil deeds. 
That is a reminder for the 
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mindful. " tl] He said: "O 
Messenger of Allah, is this only for 
me?" He said: "It is for everyone 
who acts upon it. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


The prayers at the two ends of the day are the Fajr and 'Asr. Intervening 
between the two is Zuhr. Nightly prayers are those of Maghrib and 'Isha'. 
Thus, performing the five daily prayers is the means to get remittance of 
one's sins. 


Chapter 194. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Five Obligatory Prayers And 
Performing Them Regularly 


t_s? ^ ~ 

Ljlip itslittdl j oi^aJl 
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1399. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger 
of Allah sg| said: 'Allah enjoined 
fifty prayers upon my nation, 
and I came back with that until I 
came to Musa. Musa said: 'What 
has your Lord enjoined upon 
your nation?' I said: 'He has 
enjoined fifty prayers on me.' He 
said: 'Go back to your Lord, for 
your nation will not be able to do 
that.' So I went back to my Lord, 
and He reduced it by half. I went 
back to Musa and told him, and 
he said: 'Go back to your Lord, 
for your nation will not be able 
to do that.' So I went back to my 
Lord, and He said: "They are five 
and they are fifty; My Word does 
not change.' So I went back to 
Musa and he said: 'Go back to 
your Lord.' 1 said: 'I feel shy 
before my Lord/" 
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[1] Hud 11:114. 
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Comments: 

a. The Hadith relates part of the story of Mi'rdj (Prophet's night journey to the 
seven heavens). For details see Sahih Al-Bukhari: 349. 

b. When it was the last time, the Prophet Ig abstained from appealing for 
further reduction. The reason being that the promise of the reward of fifty 
prayers for performing five prayers had the hidden indication that further 
reduction would not be granted. 

1400. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "Your Prophet |j| 
was enjoined to do fifty prayers 
but he returned to your Lord to 
make (i.e. reduce) them five 
prayers." (Sahih) 
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1401. It was narrated that 
'Ubadah bin Samit said: "I heard 
the Messenger of Allah jgg say: 
'Five prayers that Allah has 
enjoined upon His slaves, so 
whoever does them, and does not 
omit anything out of negligence, 
on the Day of Resurrection Allah 
will make a covenant with him 
that He will admit him to 
Paradise. But whoever does them 
but omits something from them 
out of negligence, will not have 
such a covenant with Allah; if He 
wills. He will punish him, and if 
He wills, He will forgive him.'" 
(H«s«w) 
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Comments: 

a. Obligatory prayers are just five — the rest are voluntary ( Nafl ). Some of 
these Nafl prayers are very much emphasized, others are not. However, 
there is no permission to be defecient with them, since they serve the 
purpose of making good the defects left by the people in performing their 
obligatory prayers. 

b. 'Omitting something' could either be in the form of completely neglecting 
them or not performing them with a sense of humility and submissiveness. 


1402. It was narrated from Sharik 
bin 'Abdullah bin Abu Namir that 
he heard Anas bin Malik say: 
"While we were sitting in the 
mosque, a man entered riding a 
camel; he made it kneel in the 
mosque, then he hobbled it and 
said to them: 'Which of you is 
Muhammad?' The Messenger of 
Allah #| was reclining among 
them, so they said: "This fair- 
skinned man who is reclining.' 
The man said to him: 'O son of 
'Abdul-Muttalib!' The Prophet |j§ 
said: 'I am listening to you.' The 
man said: O Muhammad! I am 
asking you and will be stem in 
asking, so do not bear any ill- 
feelings towards me.' He said: 
'Ask whatever you think.' The 
man said: 'I abjure you by your 
Lord and the Lord of those who 
came before you, has Allah sent 
you to all of mankind?' The 
Messenger of Allah jf§ said: 'By 
Allah, yes/ He said: T abjure you 
by Allah, has Allah commanded 
you to pray the five prayers each 
day and night?' The Messenger of 
Allah said: 'By Allah, yes.' He 
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said: 'I abjure you by Allah, has 
Allah commanded you to fast this 
month each year?' The Messenger 
of Allah gg| said: 'By Allah, yes.' 
He said: 'I abjure you by Allah, 
has Allah commanded you to take 
this charity from our rich and 
distribute it among our poor?' 
The Messenger of Allah jgg said: 
'By Allah, yes.' The man said: 'I 
believe in what you have brought, 
and I am the envoy of my people 
who are behind me. I am Dimam 
bin Tha'labah, the brother of Banu 
Sa'd bin Bakr .' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The mosque at the time of the Prophet ||| was a structure of unbaked earth 
or clay. Therefore, entry of camels etc., was not barred. It may be that a part 
of the mosque was set aside for the animals. This example could serve as a 
precedent for us to provide parking lots for bikes, scooters and cars etc., 
adjoining the mosques in our times. 

b. The report of one narrator is acceptable in Islamic law but only if the 
narrator is dependable and trustworthy. 

c. It is a commendable act to go and consult a true scholar about the teachings 
of Islamic law. 

1403. Sa'eed bin Musayyab said 
that Abu Qatadah bin Rib'i told 
him that the Messenger of Allah 
Us said: "Allah said: 'I have 
enjoined on your nation five 
prayers, and I have made a 
covenant with Myself that 
whoever maintains them, I will 
admit him to Paradise, and 
whoever does not maintain them, 
has no such covenant with Me.' " 

(Da'ifr 
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Chapter 195. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Virtue Of Praying In The 
Secred Mosque And The 
Mosque Of The Prophet % 


0 A > 

j-,is ^ frbi- U t— jU - (HO jvJaJwJl) 
JjjuLoj ^ly>*J! Jjj-IaJI ^ S^LjaJi 

(yVi ikaJl) H 


1404. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah m said: "One prayer in this 
mosque of mine is better than a 
thousand prayers anywhere else, 
except The Sacred Mosque (Al- 
Masjid Al-Hardm)." (Sahih) 
(Another chain) from Abu 
Hurairah from the Prophet |§§ 
with similar wording. 
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Comments: 

a. There are three mosques superior to all the rest in tire world, namely (i) Al- 
Masjid Al-Hardm (The Sacred Mosque) that houses the Sacred Ka'bah, (ii) 
The Prophet's Mosque, and (Hi) The Aqsa Mosque (at Jerusalem). It is, 
therefore, an act of virtue, meriting reward from Allah, to undertake a 
journey to visit these mosques, and offer prayer in them. Barring these 
three, it is not permissible to go to visit any other mosque or grave etc., in 
the belief that prayer in those places would fetch greater reward. 

b. Performing prayer at the Prophet's Mosque is not equal, but better in 
reward than offering one thousand prayers. 

c. Some of the Ahadith speak of reward of one prayer in the Prophet's Mosque 
as equivalent to fifty thousands prayer (e. g. H. 1413 of Ibn Mdjah). 
However, the Iladith is Weak. 

1405. It was narrated from Ibn -jj*** y. d^!' - W* « 
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'Umar that the Prophet ||§ said: 
"One prayer in this mosque of 
mine is better than one thousand 
prayers in any other mosque 
except the Sacred Mosque.” 
( Sahih ) 


>• j. 
{ji Aii ! 


If bf Lf 

J *oSU>s : jvl M <y.\ Cf 

✓ ■" °£ o * ' "I l 

L*j 1— sjl l 1-i* L *~“ 

. j> Iy»jl Vl . 

. A> o jS-J qjl ttyJj*- q* (JjUI itykOdl ^hjl) |i-L~e 4>- y>-\ : 

Comments: 

Hie expression 'In this mosque of mine' does not mean only that part of the 
mosque that existed in the days of the Prophet jg-. It includes all other 
additions made to it in subsequent years as well, since they do not 
constitute any separate structure. Therefore, prayer in any part of the 
Prophet's Mosque, be it old or new, merits this enhanced reward. 
Nevertheless, the superiority of praying in the front rows over other rows in 
this mosque is also like the superiority in other mosques. 

1406. It was narrated from Jabir 01b :tyif ql J*eU— .1 01b - Vf >T 


that the Messenger of Allah jg 
said: "One prayer in my mosque 
is better than one thousand 
prayers elsewhere, except the 
Sacred Mosque, and one prayer in 
the Sacred Mosque is better than 
one hundred thousand prayers 
elsewhere," (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Performing prayer at the Prophet's Mosque is not equal but better in 
reward than offering one thousand prayers. Similarly, offering prayer at the 
Sacred Mosque is not equal but more in reward than offering ,one hundred 
thousand prayer. Nevertheless, depending on the degree of humility and 
submissiveness in prayer, it is possible that one obtain an increase or 
decrease in his reward. 




Chapter 196. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Praying 
In The Mosque Of Baitil- 
Maqdis (Jerusalem) 

1407. It was narrated that 
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Maimunah the freed (female) 
slave of the Prophet jfjj said: I 
said: "O Messenger of Allah, tell 
us about Baitil-Maqdis." He said: 
"It is the land of the Resurrection 
and the Gathering. Go and pray 
there, for one prayer there is like 
one thousand prayers elsewhere." 
I said: "What if I cannot travel 
and go there?" He said: "Then 
send a gift of oil to light its lamps, 
for whoever does that is like one 
who goes there." ( Da'if) 
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1408. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr that the 
Prophet jf§ said: "When Sulaiman 
bin Dawud finished building 
Baitil-Maqdis, he asked Allah for 
three things: Judgment that was 
in harmony with His judgment, a 
dominion that no one after him 
would have, and that no one 
should come to this mosque, 
intending only to pray there, but 
he would emerge free of sin as the 
day his mother bore him." The 
Prophet 3|§ said: "Two prayers 
were granted, and I hope that the 
third was also granted." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Judgment that was in harmony with Allah's judgment' means being 
enabled to pass correct judgments that are free even from well-intentioned 
errors. 

b. The Hadith mentions the virtue of visiting Baitil-Maqdis and offering prayer 
in it. 


1409. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah |t said: "No one should 
prepare a mount (travel) to visit 
any mosque except three: the 
Sacred Mosque, this mosque of 
mine, and Aqsa Mosque." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Undertaking a journey towards any other mosque, grave, mountain or cave 
for purposes of visiting it or earning reward from it is prohibited. People 
going for the annual pilgrimage ( Hajj ), while going from Makkah to Al- 
Madinah should only go there with the intention of visiting the mosque of 
the Prophet 3 §§, not his grave, since we are not commanded to undertake 
journeys for purposes of visiting graves. 


1410. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed and 'Abdullah bin 'Aim- 
bin 'As that the Messenger of 
Allah |§; said: "Do not prepare a 
mount (travel) to visit any 
mosque except three: the Sacred 
Mosque, Aqsa Mosque, and this 
mosque of mine." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Undertaking a journey for 'visiting' is only allowed in respect of these three 
mosques. It is, however, perfectly in order to travel to any and every 
destination in the world for a valid purpose, such as acquisition of 
knowledge, business, employment, fighting in the cause of Allah, meeting 
with relatives, friends or people of known scholarship or virtuosity. 
Similarly, it is in order for a person living in Al-Madinah to go to the Quba' 
Mosque because this going does not fall under the definition of 'journey'. 


Chapter 197. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Prayer 
In Quba' Mosque 

1411. Abul-Abrad, the freed 
slave of Banu Khatmah, said that 
he heard Usaid bin Zuhair Ansari 
who was one of the Companions 
of the Prophet ||§ narrating that 
the Prophet 3 g| said: "One prayer 
in the Quba' Mosque is like 
'Ummh." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The Quba' Mosque is the first mosque built after Emigration. Before 
entering Al-Madinah, the Prophet s|g had stayed for a few days at Quba' 
and built a mosque there. The Prophet (^g) used to go once a week and 
offer prayer there. ( Sahih Al-BuHiari : 1193). 

b. While staying in Al-Madinah, one must go to visit the Quba' Mosque in 
order to win the reward of one 'Umrah as well as the reward of following 
the Sunnah of the Prophet . 

1412. (Sahl) bin Hunaif said: e&L :jl!U 'Ji ill* t£U- - U\Y 
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'Whoever purifies himself in his -u~ J _K oi 4jr~rf J ‘JrfLLM ^ 


house, then comes to the Quba' 


^ JudLS l&U- :Vl» 
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Mosque and offers one prayer , <t , „ t> j * , m , , 

therein, will have a reward like (/■ if. 

that for ‘Umrah." (Hasan) Jtj t; [J^,] JtS : jJ» 

'J\ p ‘«*i <J <>* 9 -'lH fsi 

d to%i> 4«i tjt3 

.«5>U 

t o f . j t-if f ., t2^ . tyv/T’j^Cdl I ^ J * 

l)L^~ ^jl &^5”i i> Lftd — - y & *L) ^yta^Stll yt v* * 

. <J w t* bi 


Chapter 198. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Prayer 
In The l ami' Masjid 

1413. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|j said: 'A man's prayer in 
his house is equal (in reward) to 
one prayer; his prayer in the 
mosque of the tribes is equal to 
twenty-five prayers; his prayer in 
the mosque in which Friday 
prayer is offered is equal to five- 
hundred prayers; his prayer in 
Aqsa Mosque is equal to fifty 
thousand prayers; his prayer in 
my mosque is equal to fifty 
thousand prayers; and his prayer 
in the Sacred Mosque is equal to 
one hundred thousand prayers." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 199. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Beginning Of The 
Construction Of The Pulpit 

1414. It was narrated from Tufail 
bin Ubayy bin Ka'b that his father 
said: "The Messenger of Allah gg 
used to pray facing the trunk of a 
date-palm tree when the mosque 
was still a hut, and he used to 
deliver the sermon leaning on that 
trunk. A man from among his 
Companions said: 'Would you 
like us to make you something 
upon which you can stand on 
Fridays so that the people will be 
able to see you and hear your 
sermon?' He said: 'Yes.' So he made 
three steps for him, as a pulpit. 
When they put the pulpit in place, 
they put it in the place where it 
stands now. When the Messenger 
of Allah $H wanted to stand on the 
pulpit, he passed by the tree trunk 
from which he used to deliver the 
sermon, and when he went 
beyond the trunk, it moaned and 
split and cracked. The Messenger 
of Allah H§ came down when he 
heard the voice of the trunk, and 
rubbed it with his hand until it fell 
silent. Then he went back to the 
pulpit and when he prayed, he 
prayed facing it. When the 
mosque was knocked down (for 
renovation) and (the pillars, etc.) 
were changed, Ubayy bin Ka'b 
took that trunk and kept it in his 
house until it became very old and 
the termites consumed it and it 
became grains of dust." ( Da'if) 


j-Jb p(>- U — 

(IT A jlJl jfi. 

:^J>\ <5)1 U ^UJ.1 -UU 

i, as ns j -£ti o s > o i . ns f s 

40 1 i^P ^jP t ' J ■A**P 

<y. & J>. c* ‘Jrf* cs. d? 1 

s ~ S s S 0 S *' 

40 1 J ^ ^ ! J li 4 ^j j ^P t 

. Llj OVS' 

X 0 9 \ > O " 

JUi .^wb>Jl ciUS ^ \ iwJaixj 

Uyjl <jjj ^ kill qA 

hvj> yji 5 pi- 

llh .jlJI gdl Csf 

^ > *r ( .o'' . * * ^ s . * 

j>-A 6 J t I 

^ jZ j! $|f «&) J j£> J S)jl ill® . 

. 4lJl 

O jv? ^ 3H§ ^ ^ j J ■ J-So ij 

S s s S ^ ^ yi ^ s ^ s.'Z . 

j*-* ■ B'yii 

ills . dJ) 'j) dllj ijl 

s \ ° * i ^ P ^ ■> ^ 9 

j 1 l Jl>- 1 l j*£* ^ | JUb 

Jy~ I j, dldj , 1 _ds' 

,tbj su; lijVi 



The Chapters Of Establishing ... 351 *—1)^ i ol^Loll Aatsj 


t-o j y, 4iIu~p MTV /o : _w>-l y ^- 1 otud] '. 

iX — J1 JSIjj -u^l jj -tfil-uo jip 4j J Jts- ^1 yt- jjjuJI J 4«wLm*> -A *-~»J 

t ^ J-Aj <■ J - * «,i ^ l ■& ( y***^- .5 L^il )mXa . La l <Aj Ijj ^ji9 yS I (J Is^j t ^ Y* A . yP 

,n.: c 

Comments: 

a. Delivering the sermon while standing is the Sunnah of the Prophet j§f. 

b. The sermon should be delivered from atop a pulpit. 

c. Initially, the pulpit had three steps. More steps were added to it to make it 
higher after the passing away of the Prophet jgg. 

d. The moaning of the date-palm trunk within the hearing of the people was a 
miraculous phenomenon. 

e. It is allowed to safe-keep the relics of the Prophet jg but only if we are sure 
of the authenticity of those relics. 

1415. It was narrated from Anas 
that the Prophet #| used to 
deliver the sermon leaning on a 
tree trunk. When he started to use 
the pulpit, he went to the pulpit, 
and the trunk made a sorrowful 
sound. So he came to it and 
embraced it, and it calmed down. 

He said: "If I had not embraced it, 
it would have continued to grieve 
until the Day of Resurrection." 

(Sahih) 
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1416. It was narrated that Abu 
Hazim said: "The people differed 
concerning the pulpit of the 
Messenger of Allah and what 
it was made of. So they came to 
Sahl bin Sa'd and asked him. He 
said: 'There is no one left who 
knows more about that than I. It 
is made of tamarisk (a type of 
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tree) from Ghabah J 1 1 It was „ , . ^ * , ec 

made by so-and-so, the freed ' £? J " f *-> ' • ' ° • " 

slave of so-and-so (a woman), 

(who was) a carpenter. He 
brought it and he (the Prophet jig) 
stood on it when it was put in & »i hg *j| j, ^ 
position. He faced the Qiblah and ~ ' e ' „ ' ) 

the people stood behind him. He ■ i y > ^' L> - • x *~‘ t£j***^ kf j 

recited Qur'an, then bowed and 
raised his head, then he moved 
backwards until he prostrated on 
the ground, then he went back to 
the pulpit and recited Qur'an, 
then bowed and raised his head, 
then he moved backwards until 
he prostrated on the ground." 

(Sahih) 




'b 


1 1 . t 

iTVV: J- 1 m ., G 1 j ^ 0 l-jL 1 0 1 l I 
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Comments: 


a. "There is no one left who knows more about that than I," i.e., those who 
knew more are dead by now. 

b. There is no harm if the Imam places himself a bit higher than the 
worshippers in a congregational prayer. 

c. Moving a little forward or backward during prayer does not invalidate it. 

d. Leading the people in prayer from a raised position was meant to let the 
people see and learn the various actions and movements of prayer. 


1417. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The 
Messenger of Allah $&, used to 
stand by the root of a tree, or by a 
tree trunk, then he started to use a 
pulpit. The tree trunk made a 
grieving sound." Jabir said: "So 
that the people in the mosque 


: q jb- l y \ — VftV 

i J\ $ i£U 

: Jls 4l ale- ^ ^ ^J\ ji- 



could hear it. Until the Messenger 
of Allah jig came to it and rubbed 
it, and it calmed down. Some of 


<JU i (J oUl 


111 A place near Ai-Madinah. 
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them said: 'If he had not come to 
it, it would have grieved until the 
Day of Resurrection.' " (Sahih) . iS llill pj 


tjl if- 1 jjt p T dlis • 


: jJ\ Jlij .4, ^jlp ^3! ^ ^ 4^- yf\ ftl 


I d*)-^ C\YA/*\i5j 1 jj ii l.xJ I ) « J? 1 J>-& I ^iS" I <J Is ^ c 
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Chapter 200. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Standing For A Long Time In 
Prayer 

1418. It was narrated from Abu 
Wa'il that 'Abdullah said: "I 
prayed one night with the 
Messenger of Allah s§§ and he 
kept standing until I thought of 
doing something bad/' I said: 
"What was that?" He said: "I 
thought of sitting down and 
leaving him.'' (Sahifi) 
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Comments: 

a. Tahajjud may to be performed as a congregational prayer. 

b. Long recitation is preferred in Tahaijud. 

c. A teacher' s leading by example gives courage to the pupils and creates in 
them a desire to follow his example. 

d. 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud 4& felt a desire to offer prayer behind the Prophet g|. 
The etiquette of love and pupilage demanded that he persevered with the 
teacher until the last, in his noble activity. He, therefore, thought it bad to 
sit down in the middle of the prayer, for it negated the very spirit of love 
and reverence for the master. 


1419. It was narrated from Ziyad 
bin 'Ilaqah that he heard 
Mughirah say: "The Messenger of 
Allah ifj stood (in prayer) until 
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his feet became swollen. It was , - , - y ,, . _ a , 

said: 'O Messenger of Allah, Allah S* * Oy*j h : .°Uu c^/y 

has forgiven you your past and ; ju ,'JJc Uj dlJS jt U Jjj iu) 

future sins/ He said: 'Should I not ' , > , , ,, , r , 

be a thankful slave?' " ■ '*4* OjSt ^51* 

; . . di*»S ^ U dll dd <dj3 wjU ^ y*l 

tSrLdl JL^'il jliSl ‘-jf tjjjistuJl oUs« t|*J — »j fAW^ 

. <o o Li^< UoJ>- y* Y A \ ^ r 

Comments: ^ 

a. If Allah favors one of His slaves by granting him a higher status, he should, 
in return, try to demonstrate more and more gratefulness towards Him. 

b. The best way to pay thanks to Allah is to do one's very best in worshiping 
Him, especially in the offering of prayer and the recitation of the Qur'an. 
Tahajjud is a combination of both. 


1420. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah used to pray until his 
feet became swollen. It was said: 
'O Messenger of Allah, Allah has 
forgiven you your past and future 
sins.' He said: 'Should I not be a 
thankful slave?' " ( Sahih ) 
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1421. It was narrated that Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah said: "The Prophet 
j§| was asked: 'Which prayer is 
best?' He said: 'That with the 
longer Qunut.’ " (1) (Sahih) 


tijJ- : y y\ yl % - UY Y 

$ -m *1 # J ^ 

. »ydll : Jli Y s*A- 2 all 


“They have explained that the Qunut in this Hadith means the standing. And this 
Hadith does not negate the Hadith: 'The slave is nearest to his Lord when prostrating' 
since it is possible that that nearness in the state of prostration be with regard to the 
supplication being answered, as he indicated; so that they would increase in 
supplication. But that does not negate the superiority of the standing, and Allah 
knows best." Explanation by Sindi. 
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{jA VOT : ^ SjJldi t— jU 

Chapter 201. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Prostrating A Great Deal 


O^JL^ 4 I jpcj 

■*i J di^ 

i'j£ ^ *b>- U i_ jG - (y > \ 

(Yf * addl) i 


1422. It was narrated from Kathir 
bin Murrah that Abu Fatimah told 
him: "I said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah! Tell me of a deed that I can 
adhere to and act upon.' He said: 
"You should prostrate, for you 
will not prostrate to Allah but He 
will raise you in status one degree 
thereby and erase from you one 
sin." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

All the actions in prayer are the means to achieve closeness to Allah. 
Prostration, however, occupies a special place among all these, since it is the 
greatest manifestation of man's submissiveness to Allah, which is the very 
essence of worship. 

1423. Ma'dan bin Abu Talhah 
Al-Ya'muri said: "I met Thawban 
and said to him: 'Tell me a Hadith 
that Allah may benefit me 
thereby.' But he remained silent. 

Then I said the same and he 
remained silent. That happened 
three times. Then he said to me: 

'You should prostrate to Allah; 
for I heard the Messenger of Allah 
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jt§ say: "No one prostrates to 
Allah but Allah will raise him one 
degree in status thereby and will 
erase one of his sins." Ma'dan 
said: "Then I met Abu' Darda' 
and asked him the same question, 
and he gave a similar answer." 

(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The object of 'prostrating a great deaf could be achieved through offering 
Sunnah and Nafl prayers as well through performing a good number of 
prostrations at times of gratitude and of recitation of the Noble Qur'an. 


1424. It was narrated from 
'Ubadah bin Samit that he heard 
the Messenger of Ailali j§| say; 
"No one prostrates to Allah but 
Allah will record one Hasanah 
(good reward) for him, and will 
erase thereby one bad deed and 
raise him in status one degree. So 
prostrate a great deal." (Sahih) 
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Chapter 202. The First Thing 
For Which A Person Will Be 
Called To Account Will Be 
His Prayers 

1425. It was narrated that. Anas J 
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bin Hakim Dabbi said: "Abu 
Hurairah said to me: 'When you go 
to your country, tell them that I 
heard the Messenger of Allah jig 
say: "The first thing for which the 
Muslim will be brought to account 
on the Day of Resurrection will be 
the prescribed prayers. If they are 
complete, all well and good, 
otherwise it will be said: 'Look and 
see whether he has any voluntary 
prayers.' If he has any voluntary 
prayers, Ills prescribed prayers will 
be completed from Ms voluntary 
prayers. Then the same will be 
done with regard to all his 
obligatory deeds." ( Da' if ) 
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Comments: 

a. Great attention should be paid to obligatory prayers, fasts, pilgrimage and 
obligatory charity, so that no negligence finds its way in any one of them. 

b. Voluntary prayers, fasts, pilgrimage and charities are also extremely 
important. 

c. The most important among Naft prayers are the ones generally dubbed as 
the 'Emphasized Sunnah ,' i.e., the Rak'ah performed before or after the 
obligatory prayers. Next in order comes the Tahajjud prayer. 


1426. It was narrated from 
Tamim Dari that the Prophet $|| 
said: "The first thing for wMch a 
person will be brought to account 
on the Day of Resurrection will be 
Ms prayer. If it is complete, then 
the voluntary (prayers) will also 
be recorded for him (as an 
increase). If it is not complete Men 
Allah, will say to His angels:: 
'Look and see whether you find 
any voluntary prayers for My 
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slave, and take them to make up 
what is lacking from his 
obligatory prayers/ Then all his 
deeds will be reckoned in like 
manner." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Chapter 203. Offering A 
Voluntary Prayer in The 
Same Place As One Has 
Offered An Obligatory Prayer 

1427. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet |f| said: 
"Is anyone of you incapable, 
when he prays, of stepping 
forward or backwards, or to his 
right or left?" meaning in order to 
offer a voluntary prayer. ( Da'if) 


Most of the people are unaware of this etiquette of prayer. A person should 
not offer Sunnah or Nafl prayer at the very place where he has offered his 
obligatory prayer. What he should do is to move aside a little or exchange 
greetings etc., with a companion, or else he should recite some of the 
supplications taught by the Prophet #i before resuming his Sunnah or Nafl 
prayer. 
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1428. It was narrated from Al- 
Mughirah bin Shu 'bah that the 
Messenger of Allah |g said: "The 
Imam should not pray in the place 
where he offered the obligatory 
prayer, until he moves aside." 
(Da'if) 

Another chain from Mughirah, 
from the Prophet |g with similar 
wording. 
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Chapter 204. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Having 
A Place In The Mosque In 
Which One Usually Prays 

1429. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Shibl said: 
"The Messenger of Allah j|§ 
forbade three things: Pecking like 
a crow, spreading (the forearms) 
like a beast of prey/ 1 * and a man 
having a place in the mosque in 
which he usually offers the 
prayer, like a camel has a place to 
which it usually goes." (Hasan) 
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t 1 ] “xhat he spread his forearms in prostration and not raise them from the ground as is 
done by the wolf, the dog and others.” (Explanation by Sindi). 
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Comments: 

a. 'Pecking like a crow' means hurrying through one's prostrations etc. It is 
against the spirit of humility and submissiveness — essential ingredients of 
prayer. We must perforin all the recitations and actions of prayer with 
complete equanimity and composure. 

b. While going into prostration, we should only place our hands on die 
ground. Spreading the forearms (until, elbows) on the ground is prohibited. 


1430. It Was narrated from Yazid 
bin Abu 'Ubaid that Salamah bin 
Al-Akwa' used to offer the Duha 
prayer, and he would come to the 
pillar that was near the Mushaf. m 
I said to him: "Why do you not 
pray over there?" And I pointed 
to some corner of the mosque. He 
said: "I saw the Messenger of 
Allah j|§ seeking out this place." 

(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


It is perfectly in order to try to pray at one's preferred place provided that it 
does not cause inconvenience to others, and nobody who is already in that 
place is made to move from there. 


Chapter 205. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Where 
Shoes Should Be Placed If 
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They Are Taken Off During (Y S i ikdl) 

Prayer 

1431. It was narrated that :£ld J\ y jZ y\ l2a>- - UYM 


PI “That is the Mushaf (collected copy of the Qur' an) of 'Uthman.'' Explanation by Sindi, 
Ibn Hajar (no. 502, Al-Bukhari) said: "This proves that there was a specific location for 
the Mushaf, and it occurs in Muslim with the wording: 'He prayed behind the box.' 
And it is as if there was a box that (he Mushaf was placed in." 
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'Abdullah bin Sa'ib said: "I saw 
the Messenger of Allah jjjg 
praying on the Day of the 
Conquest, and he put his shoes on 
his left." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Offering prayer is permitted in both ways, i.e., with or without the shoes 
on. (Sunun Tbn MSjah : 1038). Should anyone want to put the shoes aside 
during prayer, he should put them on his left. 


1432. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah si; said: 'Keep your shoes 
on your feet. If you take them off 
then place them between your 
two feet; do not place them to 
your right, or to the right of your 
companions, or behind you, for 
they may annoy whoever is 
behind you.' " (Da' if) 
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hi the Name of Allah, the Most ■ , jjf 

Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


6. The Chapters On What 
Has Been Narrated 
Regarding Funerals 

Chapter 1. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Visiting 
The Sick 
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1433. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said that the Messenger of Allah 
3l?. said: "The Muslim has six 
courtesies due from the Muslim: 
He should greet him with Saldm 
when he meets him; he should 
accept his invitation if he invites 
him; he should answer [by 
Yarhamuk- Allah (may Allah have 
mercy on you)] to him if he 
sneezes (and says Al-Hamdulillah ); 
he should visit him if he falls sick; 
he should follow his funeral if he 
dies; and he should love for him 
what he loves for himself." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: ' r L ~ aj 

a. It is compulsory for maintaining, promoting and establishing peace in a 
Muslim society, that all the Muslims take care of and assure each other's 
rights. The Messenger of Allah jjf instructed his followers many times to 
keep their mutual relationships upright. These guidelines also include the 
above mentioned six golden teachings. These commandments and 
instructions are declared 'Rights of a Muslim' due to their importance, so 
that every Muslim should be heedful of these matters regarding other 
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brothers. The result of following these rules will be the establishment of a 
healthy and sound society based upon peace, love, kindness and mutual 
compassion, thus all sorts of fighting and quarrels will come to an end, and 
peace will be determined. 

b. A believer should Tove for his brother what he loves for himself means 
that one should be sincere to others, and one should treat others as one 
wishes for himself to be treated by others. For example; a person who longs 
to be respected and not be mistreated, by the same token should honor 
others and must avoid insulting them. And as he would want other people 
to help him, he should help others too. 


1434. It was narrated from Abu 
Mas'ud that the Prophet -jg said: 
"The Muslim has four things due 
from the Muslim: He should 
answer [by saying Yarhamuk- Allah 
(may Allah have mercy on you)] 
to him if he sneezes (and says Al- 
Hamdulillah); he should accept his 
invitation if he invites him; he 
should attend his funeral if he 
dies; and he should visit him if he 
falls sick." (Hasan) 
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1435. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said: "Five are the rights 
of the Muslim over the Muslim: 

Returning his greeting, accepting 
his invitation; attending his 
funeral; visiting the sick; and 
answering (saying Yarhamuk- 
Allah) to the one who sneezes, if 
he praises Allah (says Al-Hamdu 
Lilldh).'' (Hasan) 
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1436. Jabir bin 'Abdullah said: 
"The Messenger of All air § came 
walking to visit me (when I was 
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), as did Abu Bakr, when I 
was with Banu Salimah. (Sahih) 
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1437. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Prophet 1| 
did not visit any sick person until 
after three days." ( Da'if) 
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1438. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the 
Messenger of Allah #§ said: 
"When you enter upon one who 
is sick, cheer him up and give him 
hope of a long life, for that does 
not change anything (of the 
Divine Decree), but it will cheer 
the heart of the one who is sick." 

(Da'if) 
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1439. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet ||| visited 
a man and said: "What do you 
long for?" He said: "I long for 
wheat bread." The Prophet •£§; 
said: "Whoever has any wheat 
bread, let him send it to his 
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brother." Then the Prophet £gg - , «... «> , .f r. . 

-j "« • i bln . j§g Jb Jj 

said: JJ any sick person among ' - ” --- 

you longs for something, then . liuLS /tsli lS'J^-1 

feed him." ( Da'if) 
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1440. ft was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Prophet 0 
entered upon a sick person to 
visit him. He said: 'Do you long 
for anything? Do you long for 
Ka'k (a type of bread)?' He said: 
'Yes/ So they sent someone to 
bring some Ka'k for him." ( Da'if) 
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1441. It was narrated that 'Umar 
bin Al-Khattab said: "The Prophet 
jg| said to me: 'When you enter 
upon one who is sick, tell him to 
pray for you, for his supplication 
is like the supplication of the 
angels' " (Da'if) 
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Chapter 2. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Reward Of One Who Visits 
A Sick Person 

1442. It was narrated that 'All 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 


w»t)j Sl>- U i_j!j - ( Y j»j>**jJ!) 
(Y itooJl) Uiiyi olfr 

t; Suit - UiY 

p£* lljl/l i ^jjUlj jj! 



The Chapters Regarding Funerals 


366 


JJUaJt pL»- C» 


Allah j§§ say: 'Whoever comes to 
his Muslim brother and visits him 
(when he is sick), he is walking 
among the harvest of Paradise 
until he sits down, and when he 
sits down he is covered with 
mercy. If it is morning, seventy 
thousand angels will send 
blessing upon him until evening, 
and if it is evening, seventy 
thousand angels will send 
blessing upon him until 
morning/" (Hasan) 
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Comments: 
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a. Visiting a Muslim brother is such a rewarding deed that walking for this 
purpose is as if one is walking in the Garden of Paradise and enjoying its 
fruits. 

b. The angels invoking mercy for a person would show his high status, which 
also has the good news of Allah's mercy upon him, because the angels 
invoke good for someone only by the permission of Allah. 


1443. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jg| said: 'Whoever visits a 
sick person, a caller calls from 
heaven: 'May you be happy, may 
your walking be blessed, and may 
you occupy a dignified position in 
Paradise/" (Da'if) 
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Chapter 3. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Urging 
The Dying Person To Say La 
Ilaha illallah 

1444. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah i|| said: 'Urge your dying 
ones to say La ilaha illallah . " 
(Sahih) 


^ * t 0 

(r ^jo %\ VJ 4j| V cJUJI 

: tli J\ ^ jpl - Hit 

J JLi ;<JU ^ 

A&\ VI iJl V 


t*uj! V| aJ| V ‘jSl-^l *>-y>-\ ‘ 

- 4j OjS'J A~Jj l 

Comments: 

a. 'The dying person' in this Hadith means a person at the verge of death. 

b. 'Persuading a dying person to recite La ilaha illallah (none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah)'; the scholars explained the phrase that the people 
around the dying person should recite La ilaha illallah; so that the person on 
death bed may recite by hearing it from other people. 

c. It is incorrect to understand from this Hadith that the persuasion by La ilaha 
illallah is after the burial at the grave, for the Prophet fg did not do so nor 
was it narrated on the authority of any Companion of the Prophet through 
an authentic chain, so it must be avoided. Of course, making supplication 
for the steadfastness of the person after the burial is authentically proven by 
the Hadith of the Prophet jig. (Simon Abu Dmvud: 3221) 


1445. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed AI-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of Allah jg said: 'Urge 
your dying ones to say: “Ld ilaha 
illallah ." (Sahih) 


xs- tja>- : ^ uUCa UlUpt — \tfo 

0 ^ 0 / 0 /* • 0 C' \ ^ 0 ^ 

tojUe LS ^ ^ Aj Je ^ °jU£- 

d > ^ ' * ' Z $ ° $ O s 

aJJI Jb . cJ 15 

. «j2ji ^1 sji Si 


. Aj Jbt j \ i i : ^ 

1446. It was narrated from Ishaq 
bin 'Abdullah bin Ja'far that his 
father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah said: 'Urge your dying 
ones to say: "La ilaha illalldhul- 
Halimul-Karim , Subhdn-Alldhi 
Rabbil-'Arshil-'Azim, Al-Hamdu 


i JjtiJl tyStSjdl A^- jS >- i : ^i j>u 

jj 1 Id Jo- : j LL ^ bi-io- — ■ 1 i 1 3 


If <■& cj. 

1 , ' * ' ' £ ' e , , a 
d j Jti : Jli a~A (jh ^yi dJI xJ> 


i\\ VI ill V :|g iil 

j*. I 1 i — ; j aU I (1) 4 1 l 



The Chapters Regarding Funerals 


368 


jJLaJI -cL»- t® s-j'jal 


Lillahi Rabbit-' alamin (None has the 
right to be worshiped but Allah, 
the Forbearing, the Most Kind, 
Glory is to Allah, Lord of the 
magnificent Throne; praise is to 
Allah, the Lord of the worlds).'" 
They said: 'O Messenger of Allah, 
what about those who are alive?' 
He said: 'Even better, even 
better.' " (Da'if) 
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Chapter 4. What Was 
Narrated Concerning What Is 
To Be Said To The Sick 
Person When Death 
Approaches 

1447. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 3p said: 'When you visit 
one who is sick or dying, say 
good things, for the angels say: 
Amin to whatever you say/ 
When Abu Salamah died, I came 
to the Prophet |g and said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah! Abu 
Salamah has died.' He said: 'Say: 
" Allahutamaghfir li wa lahu, wa 
a'qibni minhu 'uqba hasanah (O 
Allah, forgive me and him, and 
compensate me with someone 
better than him).'" She said: 'I 
said that, and Allah compensated 
me with someone better than 
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him: Muhammad the Messenger 
of Allah m*" m (Sahih) 
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m ^ See also no. 1598 
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Comments: 

a. It is also a duty to enquire after the health of a person on the death bed. 

b. The people of knowledge and piety should also visit the bereaved family of 
the deceased, to make supplication for the forgiveness of the deceased, and 
for the rewarding patience by the relatives. 

c. As for the custom followed in some countries that the people sit outside the 
house on laid rugs or mats for three days mourning, and whenever 
someone comes they raise their hands for reciting Al-Fatihah (the first 
chapter of the Noble Qur' an), this custom is not proven from the tradition 
( Sunnah ) of the Prophet g|. 


1448, It was narrated from 
Ma'qil bin Yasar that the 
Messenger of Allah M said: 
"Recite Qur'an near your dying 
ones," meaning Ya-Sin. ( Da'ij) 
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1449. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Ka'b bin 
Malik, about Ka'b: "When Ka'b 
was dying, Umm Bishr bint Bara' 
bin Ma'rur came to him and said: 
'O Abu 'Abdur-Rahman! If you 
meet so-and-so, convey Salain to 
him from, me.' He said: 'May 
Allah forgive you, O Umm Bishr! 
We are too busy to think of that.' 
She said: 'O Abu 'Abdur-Rahman! 
Did you not hear the Messenger 
of Allah 3|jg say: "The souls of the 
believers are in green birds, eating 
from the trees of Paradise"?' He 
said: 'Yes/ She said: 'That is what 
I mean.' " ( Da'if) 
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1450. Muhammad bin Munkadir 
said: "I entered upon Jabir bin 
'Abdullah when he was dying, 
and I said: 'Convey my Salam to 
the Messenger of Allah |g.'" 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 5. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Believer Being Rewarded For 
The Agony Of Death 

1451. It was narrated from 
'Aishah that the Messenger of 
Allah jgg entered upon her and 
there was a close relative of hers 
who was in the throes of death. 
When the Prophet saw how 
upset she was, he said: "Do not 
grieve for your relative, for that is 
part of his Hasandt (merits)." 
(Da'if) 
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1452. It was narrated from Abu ; yL 4 4_aD- ^ liiad - \t«Y 

Buraidah from his father that the 

Prophet jg said: "The believer di d^ ‘^55*" 
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dies with sweat on his brow." st t . „ ^ , , 
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Comments: 


One meaning of 'the perspiration of the forehead' is that a believer gets 
perspiration due to the agony of death to expiate for whatevor is left of his 


sins, and another meaning is that i 
deal of pain while dying, rather he 
him just perspire. 

1453. It was narrated that Abu 
Musa said: "I asked the 
Messenger of Allah jfg: 'When 
does a person stop recognizing 
people?' He said 'When he 
sees."*' 1 (Da'if) 
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Chapter 6. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Closing 
The Eyes Of The Deceased 

1454. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jig entered upon Abu 
Salamah (after he had died), and 
his eyes were wide open. He 
closed his eyes, then he said. 
'When the soul is taken, the sight 
follows it.' " (Sahih) 
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The angels of death and the realm of Barzakh. 
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The logic of closing the eyes of a deceased is that if the eyes remain open 
the scene becomes horrifying and some people may feel terrified, but if the 
eyes are closed it resembles the sleeping position which is a familiar 
position. 


1455, It was narrated from 
Shad dad bin Aws that the 
Messenger of Allah j§g said: 
"When you come to your dead 
ones, close their eyes, for the sight 
follows the soul. And say good 
things, for the Angels say Amin to 
what the members of the 
household say. " (Da'if) 
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Comments: 




After death, the deceased should be remembered with good words, and an 
invocation should be made for the good of die deceased's Hereafter, 


Chapter 7. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Kissing 
The Deceased 

1456. It was narrated that 
'A is hall said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|§ kissed 'Uthman bin 
Ma/.'im when he had died, and it 
is as if I can see him with his tears 
flowing down his cheeks." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Weeping and shedding tears for grief is not contrary to the endurance of 
patience, instead it is a sign of mercy and being soft hearted, 

b. Kissing a dead body is allowed. It is an expression of love for the deceased. 


1457. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas and 'Aishah that Abu 
Bakr kissed the Prophet |§§ when 
he died. ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 8. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Washing The Deceased 
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1458. Muhammad bin Sirin 
narrated that Umm 'Atiyyah said: 
"The Messenger of Allah H§ 
entered upon us when we were 
washing his daughter Umm 
Kulthum. He said: 'Wash her 
three or five times, or more than 
that if you think you need to, 
with water and lote leaves, and 
put camphor or a little camphor 
in (the water) for the last 
washing. When you have 
finished, call for me.' When we 
finished, we called him, and he 
gave his waist-wrapper to us and 
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said: 'Shroud her with it/" 111 


(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Only women should wash the dead body of a female, and the men should 
wash the dead body of the male; although a husband is allowed to wash 
the body of his wife, and the wife, is allowed to wash the body of her 
husband, it is even preferred. 

b. The leaves of the lote tree should be boiled with water and the body should 
be washed with it, thus the body will be cleansed better, or this goal can in 
these days be achieved by using soap. 

c. Water should be poured more than one time over the body, but in an odd 
number of times. 


d. The smell of camphor keeps the insects away from the body, and the water 
poured over the body for the last time should have camphor in it. 


1459. It was narrated from 
Ayyub who said: "Hafsah 
narrated to me, from Umm 
'Atiyyah" and it is similar to the 
Hadith of Muhammad. And in the 
narration of Hafsah it says: 
"Wash her an odd number of 
times." And: "Wash her three or 
five times." And "Start on her 
right, with the places washed in 
ablution." And it says that Umm 
'Atiyyah said: "And we combed 
her hair into three braids.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. When washing the body, the right side should be washed first and then the 
left side; the limbs of the body washed for ablution should be washed 
before commencing to wash the rest of the body. The right hand, right 
forearm and right foot have priority over the left ones. 

b. The hair of a female may be combed and should be divided into three 
plaits, and arranged behind her head. 

1460. It was narrated that 'Ali ^ l^ 4 >- y yL Bid- - 1 £1 * 
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Use it as the first layer of the shroud, directly touching her body. 
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said: "The Prophet 0 said to me: 
'Do not show your thigh, and do 
not look at the thigh of anyone, 
living or dead.' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Shaikh Albani gave preference to the view that the thigh is a part of the 
body which must be kept covered. Imam Tirmidhi declared the Hadith 'The 
thigh is from the part of the body which must be covered' as a Hasan 
(Good) Hadith. (Jam i' At-Tirmidhi : 2795) 


1461. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar that the 
Messenger of Allah 0, said: 'Let 
the honest wash your dead." 
(Maudu') 
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1462. It was narrated from 'Ali 
that the Messenger of Allah 0 
said: "Whoever washes a 
deceased person, shrouds him, 
embalms him, carries him and 
offers the funeral prayer for him, 
and does not disclose what he has 
seen, he will emerge from his sins 
as on the day his mother bore 
him." (Maudu') 
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Comments: 


Keeping the faults of a deceased secret is rewarding. The Prophet ag§ stated: 
'One who washes the dead body of a Muslim and keeps the deceased's 
faults secret; Allah j§| forgives that person forty times. ( Mustadrak Al-Hakim, 
1/362. Its chain is authentic.) 


1463. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah Hg said: "Whoever washes a 
dead person, let him take a bath. " 
( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


This commandment is only a recommendation and is not compulsory. So it 
is preferred to take a bath after washing the dead body but is not 
obligatory. 'Abdullah bin 'Umar said: "We used to wash the body, and 
some from us would take a bath, and some would not do so." {Sunon Ad- 
Darimi, Hadith : 1802, 2/72] 


Chapter 9. What Was 
Narrated Concerning A Man 
Washing His Wife And A 
Woman Washing Her 
Husband 

1464. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "If I had known 
then what I know now, no one 
would have washed the Prophet 
j|§ but his wives." {Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The relationship between a husband and wife is such a great relationship 
that they are not required to cover their body from each other. Therefore 
they have more right to wash each other's body. This Hadith also refutes 
those who say that the spouses are not allowed to look at each other's face 
after death and nor they can wash each other. 


1465. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah Hg came back from Al-Baqi' 
and I had a headache and was 
saying: 'O my head!' He said: 
'Rather, I should say, O my head, 
O 'Aishah!' Then he said: 'It will 
not matter if you were to die 
before me, for I will take care of 
you, wash you, shroud you, offer 
the funeral prayer for you and 
bury you.' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


■°jAj iSjtkJ' 


a. This incident happened on Monday 29th of Safar 11H. (Ar-Rahiq Al- 
Makhtum, p. 624). It was the beginning of the disease from which Allah's 
Messenger H§ passed away. 

b. Talking about physical ailment is not contrary to trust in Allah arid being 
satisfied with one' s destiny. 

c. A husband is allowed to wash his wife's dead body, and he is also allowed 
to shroud her. 


Chapter 10. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Washing Of The Prophet j|§ 
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1466. It was narrated from Abu 
Buraidah that his father said: 
"When they started to wash the 
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Prophet |*§, a voice called out 
from inside (the house) saying: 
'Do not remove the shirt of the 
Messenger of Allah.' " (Hasan) 
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1467. It was narrated that 'Ali 
bin Abu Talib said that when he 
washed the Messenger of Allah 
3§§ he looked for what which is 
usually looked for on the 
deceased (i.e., dirt), and he found 
none. He said: "May my father be 
sacrificed for you, you are pure; 
you were pure in life and you are 
pure in death." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The stomach of the deceased should be pressed gently after washing the 
body, if any excrement or fluid appears, it should be washed away, 
although there is no need to wash the body again. This Hadith indicates that 
sometimes such a thing appears from the dead body when pressing the 
stomach, but nothing came out from the stomach of Allah's Messenger j|§. 


1468. It was narrated from 'AH 
that the Messenger of Allah H 
said: "When I die, then wash me 
with seven buckets from my well. 
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the well of Ghars. " (Da' if) 
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Comments: 

Bi'r Ghars was a water well on a side of Al-Madinah where the tribe of 
Banu Nadhir lived. This well was known for its sweet and fresh waster. 

(. Mu'jamul-Buldan : 4/193) 


Chapter 11. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Shrouding Of The Prophet 

M 

1469. It was narrated from 
'Aishah that the Prophet M; was 
shrouded in three white Yemeni 
cloths, among which there was no 
shirt and no turban. It was said to 
'Aishah: "They used to claim that 
he was shrouded in Hibarah.” 
'Aishah said: "They brought a 
Hibarah Burd , S1] but they did not 
shroud him in it." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


a. It is better to use white shrouds, as it will be mentioned in Hadith : 1473. 

b. Colored and striped clothes are also allowed for shrouds. If this was not 
permissible, then the Prophet #* would never have been shrouded with 
such garments by his Companions. 


See no. 859. The Hibarah Burd is a Yemeni garment or doth with a woven border on 
it. See An-Nttm/ah. 
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1470. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar said: "The 
Messenger of Allah was 

shrouded in three thin white 
Suhuli cloths.""' (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Suhul is a city of Yemen. The clothes made in Suhul were called Suhuli. 


1471. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah i§| was shrouded in three 
garments: The shirt in which he 
died, and a Najrani HullahJ 2 1 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 12. What Was 
Narrated Concerning What Is 
Recommended in Shrouding 
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1472. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah Hf said: "The best of your 
garments are those which are 
white, so shroud your dead in 
them, and wear them. " (Hasan) 
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Suhoul is a town in Yemen. 

|2i Norrnally referring to an outfit with two pieces from the same doth. 
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Comments: 

It is best to use a wMte shroud; however any light colored doth can be 
used. As the Prophet said: "When one you of dies. Let him be shrouded 
in a striped doth, if it is possible for him to afford." ( Sunan Abu Dawud: 
3150): 

1473. It was narrated from 
'Ubadah bin Samit that the 
Messenger of Allah |g said: "The 
best of shrouds is the Hullah (two- 
piecer)." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


Hullah is a type of dress consisting of two same garments, upper and lower, 


1474. It was narrated from Abu 
Qatadah that the Messenger of 
Allah ij said: "If anyone of you is 
charged with taking cafe of his 
brother (after death), let him 
shroud him well . " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

A good shroud means dean doth. It should be thick enough so that the 
body cannot be seen through it, and large enough to cover the whole body. 
It should be of a reasonable price, it should not be extremely extravagant 
and expensive. 
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Chapter 13. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Looking 
At The Deceased When He 
Has Been Wrapped In His 
Shroud 

1475. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "When Ibrahim 
the son of the Prophet j|§ died, 
the Prophet Ig said to them: 'Do 
not wrap him in his shroud until I 
look at him.' He came to him, 
bent over him and wept." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

It is allowed to shed tears without wailing whilst looking at the face of the 
deceased. The Prophet' s weeping at the occasion of his son Ibrahim's death 
is also mentioned in another narration. 


Chapter 14. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Making Public 
Death Announcements 

1476. It was narrated that Bilal 
bin Yahya said: "If one of the 
members of his family died, 
Hudhaifah would say: 'Do not 
inform anyone of it, for I am 
afraid that that would be a public 
death announcement. I heard the 
Messenger of Allah |§| with these 
two ears of mine forbidding 
making public death 
announcements.' " (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. It was a custom in the days of Ignorance (before Islam) that some 
individuals would be appointed after someone's death to announce the 
death of the person in the streets, and on the highways whilst crying and 
wailing. The announcement of the death and the following arrangements 
were made extraordinary according to the degree of status of the deceased. 
It is called Na'ee. 


b. Simply informing each other about one's death is correct so that the people 
can make burial arrangements and attend the funeral prayer. 


Chapter 15. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Attending Funerals 

1477. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah |fg said: 'Hasten with the 
funeral (procession), for if the 
person was righteous then you 
are advancing him towards good, 
and if he was otherwise then it is 
evil which you are taking off of 
your necks." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It is incorrect to delay the burial without any valid reason, once the body 
has been washed and shrouded. 


b. Some people delay the burial so that dose relatives of the deceased from 
other rities or countries are able to attend, which is a an improper tradition. 

c. One of the logics of burying a dead body as soon as possible is that a 
righteous believer would go to its final destination without delay, because 
for him is ail good in the next life, and it is the best to take a bad person 
away from home as quickly as possible so that those responsible for the 
burial can carry out their duty straight away. 


1478. It was narrated that Abu 
'Ubaidah said: "'Abdullah bin 
Mas'ud said: 'Whoever follows a 
funeral (procession), let him carry 
all (four) comers of it (in turn), for 
that is Sunnah. Then if he wishes 
let him voluntarily carry it, and if 
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he wishes let him not do so."' 
{Da'if) 

tAjjl 0-U-pUI (jls ^Isg'-.a . yi 

,u> 

1479. It was narrated from Abu 
Musa that the Prophet 3gg. saw a 
funeral (procession) with which 
the people were rushing. He said: 
"You should move with 
tranquility." ( Da'if) 
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1480. It was narrated that 
Thawban, the freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah |g, said: "The 
Messenger of Allah j|§ saw some 
people riding on their animals in 
a funeral (procession). He said: 
'Do you not feel ashamed that the 
angels of Allah are walking on 
foot and you are riding?' " ( Da'if) 


t Y * A ’. ^ t dip- ( X.wdl f t*S ^ yl 
:^yhJl ^ l£U - If A* 

d if. Jf <J\ If iS? 

'S' ^ ■ 

<Jy dlfjl 5* if. if ‘■f-J* 
3§j§ 4)1 (_^lj : Jli 4)1 

! JlS . ojll>- ^ LjCSj 

^ip 4i)1 Vi'® 




4 JjL>J 1 

ALu w\5- O-tS ” J 4 . 11 a 




4p-y-l [. 1 ,0 . . 0 oaU-ri) 


:. ?u r»J 


Comments: 

The above mentioned three narrations are Weak; so, therefore, these 
narrations do not prove anything. It is not necessary to carry all four 
comers of the bier turn by turn, and there is nothing wrong in mounting a 
ride when coining to attend a funeral. It is preferable that a rider always 
follows the funeral; however this restriction is lifted on the way back. 


1481. Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah gg say: 'The rider should 
travel behind the funeral 
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(procession) but the one who is 
walking may walk wherever he 
wants." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

It informs that riding a mount whilst following the funeral is permissible 
but not preferred, and the rider should always follow the funeral. 


Chapter 16. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Walking Ahead Of The 
Funeral (Procession) 

1482. It was narrated from Salim 
that his father said: "I saw the 
Prophet, Abu Bakr and "Umar 
walking ahead of the funeral 
(procession)." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


'Following the funeral', the apparent meaning of this wording is that all 
people attending the funeral should walk behind the bier. But this Radith 
(1482) informs that 'following the funeral' means to go along with it 
Therefore those walking are allowed to walk behind the bier, they are also 
allowed to walk ahead of it; and walking on the right or left side of the bier 
is definitely permissible. 


1483. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ||g, Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 
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'Uthman used to walk ahead of 
the funeral (procession)." (Hasan) 
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1484. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that the 
Messenger of Allah Ifg said: 'The 
funeral should be followed and 
should not follow. There should 
be no one with it who walks 
ahead of it. "(, Da'if) 
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Chapter 17. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Wearing 
Mourning Dress During The 
Funeral Procession 
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1485. It was narrated that 'Imran 
bin Husain and Abu Barzah said: 
"We went out with the Messenger 
of Allah ||§ to attend a funeral, 
and he saw some people who had 
cast aside their upper sheets and 
were walking in their shirts only. 
The Messenger of Allah #g said: 
'Are you adopting the practice of 
the days of Ignorance?' or; 'Are 
you imitating the behavior of the 
days of Ignorance? I was about to 
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supplicate against you that you 
would return in a different form/ 

So they put their sheets back on . dJJJJ l jj j ‘ g : V,| 

and never did that again." 

(Maudu') 
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Comments: 

The Muslims must avoid the customary traditions followed by the non- 
Muslims. The proofs of the forbiddance of imitating the disbelievers are 
mentioned in the Noble Qur' an and Hadith. So at the occasion of pleasure or 
grief, the customs and traditions followed by the Jews, Christian and 
Hindus must be avoided. 
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Chapter 18. The Funeral 
Should Not Be Delayed Once 
The Bier Is Ready, And The 
Funeral Procession Should 
Not Be Followed With Fire 
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1486. It was narrated from 'Ali 
bin Abu Talib that the Messenger 
of Allah 0 said: "Do not delay 
the funeral once it is ready." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It also prevents lighting candles and burning incense on the graves. Because 
if carrying fire brands along with the funeral is forbidden, then keeping a 
fire over the grave in any form is of course forbidden. 
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1487. It was narrated from Abu 
Hariz that Abu Burdah said: "Abu 
Musa Ash'ari left instructions, 
when he was dying, saying: 'Do 
not follow me with a censer.' 111 
They said to him: 'Did you hear 
something concerning that?' He 
said: 'Yes, from the Messenger of 
Allah m/" {Da' if) 


i xp Tj -loA* blu*- — A t A V 
: Jh coldl— y > yf- a 
jif l J if <y. 

* * * S s S 

J -? >f »| ■'l.P ^ P' B> jT f f 

_jj I t d b o^j b i oi 

Y : J tiS i o jd I e j*Jz>- o^r t ^ 'i / 1 

cJ : d I jJ IS . 

• 5l§ 1 j f ■ (*-" • <J 1* ? bLt 


$ C— P-J. 4.4j. yp Y^V/tl-Up-l [uLA^ 

(YY1 /A iuBb. -bp- Ai y y y* 0-^-bdJj l T tT * : — • ^hjlj t 1 

• “jA> 


Chapter 19. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One For 
Whom The Funeral Prayer Is 
Offered By A Group Of 
Muslims 
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1488. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet ^ said: 
"Whoever has the funeral prayer 
offered for him by one hundred 
Muslims, he will be forgiven." 
(Sahih) 
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1489. It was narrated that Kuraib 
the freed slave of 'Abdullah bin 
'Abbas said: "A son of 'Abdullah 
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ri1 That which is used tor burning incense, and they interpret it to refer to what Sanies in 
general. 
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bin 'Abbas died, and he said to 
me: 'O Kuraib! Get up and see if 
anyone has assembled (to pray) 
for my son/ I said: 'Yes/ He said: 
'Woe to you, how many do you 
see? Forty?' I said: 'No, rather 
there are more/ He said: 'Take 
my son out, for I bear witness 
that I heard the Messenger of 
Allah i| say: "No (group of) forty 
believers intercede for a believer, 
but Allah will accept their 
intercession," ( Sakih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Whether it is a congregational funeral prayer or any other prayer, the larger 
the number of people praying, the more virtuous the prayer. Therefore the 
Muslims should join the funeral prayer with maximum numbers, so that 
every attendee of the prayer can achieve maximum reward for the prayer. 

b. This promise is for attending the funeral of individuals who do not commit 
polytheism. 


1490. Malik bin Hubairah Ash- 
Shami, who was a Companion of 
the Prophet igg, said: "If a funeral 
procession was brought and the 
number of people who followed it 
was considered to be small, they 
would be organized into three 
rows, then the funeral prayer 
would be offered." He said: "The 
Messenger of Allah S§ said: 'No 
three rows of Muslims offer the 
funeral prayer for one who has 
died, but he will be guaranteed 
(Paradise)/" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

This narration is Weak, but other narrations support this view that if the 
attendees of a funeral prayeT are few in number, then they should stand in 
three lines. 

Chapter 20. What Was s-liiJl *L>- U d>li - (Y * 

Narrated Concerning Praising 
The Deceased 


(Y * 


1491. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "A funeral 
(procession) passed by the 
Prophet jg and they praised (the 
deceased) and spoke well of him. 
He said: '(Paradise is) guaranteed 
for him.' Then another funeral 
passed by and they spoke badly 
of him, and he (the Prophet s|§) 
said: '(Hell is) guaranteed for 
him.' It was said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, you said that (Paradise 
was) guaranteed for this one and 
that (Hell was) guaranteed for the 
other one.' He said: 'It is the 
testimony of the people, and the 
believers are the witnesses of 
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Allah on earth.' " (Sahih) 

i 4 t Y 1 f Y : £- • Y jj>*i ^ i}i-^ < — • f t i^blg. d l l 

• v -A3 is MCj- i^jyj] jX jl j~s aS* t-jt 

Comments: 

a. Every human has good and bad deeds, traits, qualities and faults; therefore 
it depends on one's frequent and numerous deeds and the majority opinion 
will be considered. 

b. One should adopt good manners in life, and should try best to help others 
so that people express a good opinion after his death and invoke pleadingly 
for him from their heart. 


1492. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "A funeral passed 
by the Prophet s|g and they 
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praised (the deceased) and spoke 
well of him and mentioned his 
good characteristics. He said: 
'(Paradise is) guaranteed for him/ 
Then another funeral passed by 
and they spoke badly of him and 
mentioned his bad characteristics, 
and he (the Prophet £§) said: 
'(Hell is) guaranteed for him. You 
are the witnesses of Allah on 
earth.'" (Hasan) 
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Chapter 21. Where Should 
The Imam Stand When He 
Prays Over The Body? 


‘<4 Jdi\ 


^ ids? U i_jU — (Y Y 
SjlbJl Ji> 


(YY ibdi) 


1493. It was narrated from 
Samurah bin Jundab Al-Fazari 
that the Messenger of Allah <H 
offered the funeral prayer for a 
woman who had died in Nijas , fl] 
and he stood level with her 
middle, (i.e. her waist)." ( Sahih ) 
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1494. It was narrated that Abu 
Ghalib said: "I saw Anas bin 
Malik offering the funeral prayer 
for a man, and he stood level with 
his head. Then another funeral 
was brought, that of a woman, 
and they said: 'O Abu Hamzah! 
Offer the funeral prayer for her.' 
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The postnatal bleeding period after childbirth. 
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So he stood level with the middle 
of the bed (the body was upon). 
'Ala' bin Ziyad said to him: 'O 
Abu Hamzah! Is this how you 
saw the Messenger of Allah |i§ 
standing in relation to the body of 
a man and a woman as you have 
stood?' He said: 'Yes/ Then he 
turned to us and said: 'Remember 
this/ " (Hasan) 


cjf i'J, 


V v. 


JbUll 
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Comments: 

The Imam should stand near the head of a male and near the midsection of 
a female for leading the funeral prayer. 


Chapter 22. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Recitation Of Qur'an In The 
Funeral Prayer 

1495. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet recited 
the Opening of the Book (Al- 
Fdtihah) in the funeral prayer. 

(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Funeral prayer is a prayer and Suratul-Fatihah (the Opening Chapter of the 
Qur'an) must be recited in every prayer; as it has been mentioned in 
Ahddith 837 to 843. ■ 

b. Suratul-Fatihah is recited after the opening Takbir (Saying 'Allahu Akbar' to 
commence the prayer). ( Sunan Ari-Nasd'i: 1991) This is also the opinion of 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud 4& as Nawab Wahi-duz-zaman Khan mentioned in 
the footnotes of Hadith 1496 in Sunan Ibn Mdjah. 
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1496. Umm Sharik. Al-Ansari 
said: "The Messenger of Allah jp 
commanded us to recite the 
Opening of the Book ( Al-Fatihah ) 
in the funeral prayer/' (Hasan) 


‘f-f ^ ui 


/JLZ LjUp- - ml 

:Sni ^ j 


dL 


i r* f* 1 


hi A-" os 3 ' 


JoJb- 


<jl JjAj U_y>i ! cJli 4 j J L^ 2 J Ml 

. A>*J Sjb>Jl 


^ iU->- <y Y°Y:^ t ^V/Y® ^ 

j-fA^ ^ tlH 0* (djj j*)' 4 &Lup ^ * ' ■ A -1 ) jsA 

Jlfi- J-A i jj* J>tU J i X V * i '. ^ 4 jiaj I J Cijb ^ I ^ 2 J >,n 'L oi\ J*J y 4 ZjLte>- U5 

. cuiJ: o| YY /T* : Ju!jyf a jAj o 3 ^ pdh 


Chapter 23. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Supplication During The 
Funeral Prayer 

1497. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah §| say: 'When 
you offer the prayer for the 
deceased, supplicate sincerely for 
him.'" (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


The real purpose of the funeral prayer is to seek forgiveness for the: 
deceased. Sincerity of the heart is a condition for the acceptance of 
invocation. So every Muslim should learn funeral supplications, three of 
these supplications will be mentioned ahead. 


1498. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah jgJ offered the 
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funeral prayer he would say: 

' Allahummaghfir lihayyina wa 
mayyitind , wa shahidind wa 
gha'ibind, wa saghirina wa kabirina, 
wa dhakarind wa unthana . 
Alldhumma man ahyaitahu minna 
faahyihi ‘alal-Isldm, wa man 
tawaffaytahu minna fa tawaffahu 
'alal-iman. Alldhumma la tahrimnd 
ajrahu wa la tudilland ba'dah. [O 
Allah, forgive our living and our 
dead, those who are present and 
those who are absent, our young 
and our old, our males and our 
females. O Allah, whomever of us 
You cause to live, let him live in 
Islam, and whomever of us You 
cause to die, let him die in (a state 
of) faith. O Allah, do not deprive 
us of Iris reward, and do not let 
us go astray after him)/" (Hasan) 

X-& f-\ lsL>w! I jt\ 
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Comments: 


. 0 UaI 


a. As the real purpose of funeral prayer is invoking for the dead, but at this 
occasion other Muslims should also be included in the supplication. The 
supplication mentioned in the Hadith is such a supplication that is for all the 
Muslims. 


b. 'Deprive us not of his reward' means showing patience for the death of 
relatives and friends, and also the reward for other related good deeds. 

c. 'Let us not go astray after him' means that in bereavement of death, let not 
acts that are forbidden be committed, which are instigated by one's inciting 
soul, and by the whispering of Satan; which is misguidance. 


1499. It was narrated that 
Wathilah bin Asqa' said: "The 
Messenger of Allah j)§ offered the 
funeral prayer for a man among 
the Muslims and I heard him say: 
'O Allah, so-and-so the son of so- 
and-so is in Your care and under 
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Your protection. Protect him from 
the trial of the grave and the 
torment of the Fire, for You are 
the One Who keeps the promise 
and You are the Truth. Forgive 
him and have mercy on him, for 
You are the Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful." (Hasan) 
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o xD '•o * 0 ^ tf 
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Comments: 

a. The punishment of grave is true. That is why the Noble Prophet ge sought 
refuge for the deceased from the punishment of the grave, but this is a 
matter of the Unseen world. 

b. The punishment in the grave is also inflicted for sins other than disbelief 
and polytheism, for example, not protecting the body and clothes from 
urine and backbiting. 


1500. It was narrated that 'Awf 
bin Malik said: "1 saw the 
Messenger of Allah jgjj offering the 
funeral prayer for a man among 
the Ansar , and I heard him say: 
' All ahum m a salli ‘ al ay hi 
waaghfirlahu warhamhu, wa 'afihi 
wa'fu 'anhu, waghsilhu hi ma'in wa 
thaljin 10 a baradin, wa naqqihi min 
adh-dhunubi wal-khatdyd kamd 
yunaqqath-thawbul-abyadu minad- 
danas, wa abdilhu bi darihi daran 
khayran min darihi, wa ahlan 
khayran min ahlihi, wa qihi fitnatal- 
qabri wa 'adhaban-nar . (O Allah, 
send blessing upon him, forgive 
him, have mercy on him, keep him 
safe and sound, and pardon him; 
wash him with water and snow 
and hail, and cleanse him of sins 
just as a white garment is cleansed 
of dirt. Give him in exchange for 
his house a house that is better 
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than his house, and a family that is 
better than his family. Protect him 
from the trial of the grave and tire 
torment of the Fire).' " ( Sahih } 

'Awf said: "I remember standing 
there, wishing that I was in the 
place of that man." 

-Uhj yj yp j>-\ (3^^ y* 1 * A : t o ^ / \ A : ^ 4p-y>-i l^ypcj 
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Comments: 

a. This supplication is also important from a point of view that the 
supplication within is solely for the deceased, which is the real objective of 
the funeral prayer. 

b. It has proof of the punishment in the grave. 

c. It proves leading the funeral prayer with a loud voice. 


1501. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "Tire Messenger of Allah |g, 
Abu Bakr and 'Umar did not give 
us so much leeway in anything as 
they did with regard to the prayer 
for the deceased," meaning that 
there was nothing affixed. 111 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 24. What Was ^ 4^ “ <u 

Narrated Concerning Saying (U j**di) Ui'f \±. 

Four Takbir In The Funeral 


Prayer 

1502. It was narrated from 
'Uthman bin 'Affan that the 
Prophet i|g offered the funeral 
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Meaning there was no specific supplication designated, according to the chapter heading. 
However, the apparent meaning may also imply no restrictions on the times it may be 
performed. 
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prayer for 'Uthman bin Maz'un, 
and he said four Takbir over him. 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 


Despite this narration being Weak, it proves an authentic issue because 
other authentic Ahadith support it. 


1503. Al-Hajari said: "I prayed 
with 'Abdullah bin Abi Awfa Al- 
Aslami, the Companion of the 
Messenger of Allah %, offering 
the funeral prayer for a daughter 
of his. He said Takbir over her 
four times, and he paused for a 
while after the fourth. I heard the 
people saying Subhan-Alldh to him 
throughout the rows. Then he 
said the Saldm and said: 'Did you 
think that I was going to say a 
fifth Takbir ?' They said: 'We were 
afraid of that.' He said: 'I was not 
going to do that, but the 
Messenger of Allah Jg used to say 
four Takbir, then pause for a 
while, and he would say 
whatever Allah willed he should 
say, then he would say the 
Salam,'" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


It is known from this, that Allah's Messenger would sometimes make a 
final salutation immediately after the fourth Takbir to end the funeral 
prayer, and sometimes he would invoke a supplication after the fourth 
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Takbir and then make the final salutation. Therefore both Ahddith are 
correct. 


1504. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Prophet #| said 
Takbir four times. ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 25. What Was 'Jf sLf U - (Yo ^^Jl) 
Narrated Concerning One * 

Who Says The Takbir Five ^ 0 

Times 


1505. It was narrated that 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Laila 
said: "Zaid bin Arqam used to 
say the Takbir four times in the 
funeral prayer, and he said the 
Takbir five times for one funeral. I 
asked him (about that) and he 
said: "The Messenger of Allah jjg 
used to do that/ " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The narration informs that proclaiming five Takbir is also permissible. In 
this form, some supplications are made after the third Takbir and some after 
the fourth Takbir, and the salutation for ending the prayer would be made 
after the fifth Takbir. 
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1506. It was narrated from Kathir 
bin 'Abdullah, from his father, 
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from his grandfather, that the 
Messenger of Allah sg§ said the 
Takbir five times. ( Sakih ) 
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Chapter 26 What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Offering The Funeral Prayer 
For A Child 

1507. Abu Jubair bin Hayyah 
narrated that he heard Mughirah 
bin Shu'bah say: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ||g say: 'The 
(funeral) prayer should be offered 
for a chid.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Funeral prayer for a fetus may be performed only if it is miscarried or bom 
four months after the pregnancy, for this is the time when the spirit of life is 
inspired in to the fetus. Therefore a fetus will only be considered a deceased 
person if it dies after being inspired with a soul. 


1508. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah that the Messenger 
of Allah j|g said: "If a child utters 
a sound (after being bom), the 
funeral prayer should be offered 
for him and (his relatives) may 
inherit from him. " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

A child crying after birth is a sign of it being alive, therefore if it dies 
shortly after the birth, it will be considered just like a person who lived for 
a long time and died. 


1509. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Prophet 
said: 'Offer the (funeral) prayer 
for your children, for they have 
gone ahead of you (i.e. to prepare 
your place in Paradise for you)." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 27. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Funeral Prayer Offered For 
The Son Of The Messenger 
of Allah jjj§ , And The Report 
Of His Death 

1510. Isma'il bin Abu Khalid 
said: "I said to 'Abdullah bin Abi 
Awfa: 'Did you see Ibrahim, the 
son of the Messenger of Allah 
jig?' He said: 'He died when he 
was small, and if it had been 
decreed that there should be any 
Prophet after Muhammad sg|, his 
son would have lived. But there is 
no Prophet after him/ " ( Sahih ) 
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. ij 

Comments: 

It indicates that none was granted prophethood after Muhammad, the 
Messenger of Allah and none will ever be granted it. Were there a 
continuation of prophethood in the people of Muhammad j§§, then it would 
be given to his son Ibrahim'. When his son had no chance of it, then how 
was it possible for anyone else! 
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1511. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "When Ibrahim the 
son of the Messenger of Allah i|g 
died, the Messenger of Allah Jg| 
prayed and said: 'He has a wet- 
nurse in Paradise, and if he had 
lived he would have been a Siddicj 
and a Prophet. If he had lived his 
maternal uncles, the Egyptians, 
would have been set free and no 
Egyptian would ever have been 
enslaved.' " (Da'if) 


i ^ J> > o ^ “T I * •> 1 ‘ r . . 

^ <V &JL>- 

' ^ **'' * 

l£U- 

oU UJ I Jli ^Lp /^p c CJie 

+ " * i, 

^ <i>l JjAj irt^ 
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I Uj tJalaU 
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a- ji 


Comments: 

Shaikh Albarti said that this sentence 'had Ibrahim survived, he would have 
been a prophet' is not proven as part of the prophetic saying, but is true in 
it being the statement of the Companions. 


1512. Husain bin 'Ali said: 
"When Qasim the son of the 
Messenger of Allah sg| died, 
Khadijah said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah, the milk of Qasim's mother 
is overflowing. Would that Allah 
had let him live until he had 
finished breastfeeding.' The 
Messenger of Allah 3 % said: 'He 
will complete his breastfeeding in 
Paradise.' She said: 'If I know 
that, O Messenger of Allah, it 
makes it easier for me to bear.' 
The Messenger of Allah feg said: 
'If you wish, I will pray to Allah 
to let you hear his voice.' She 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, 
rather I believe Allah and His 
Messenger.'" (Da'if) 
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Chapter 28. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Funeral Prayer For The 
Martyrs And Their Burial 




TT * \ 

(YA 


1513. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "They (the martyrs) 
were brought to the Messenger of 
Allah 3|J on the Day of Uhud, and 
he started to offer the funeral 
prayer for them, ten by ten. 
Hamzah lay where he lay, and 
they were taken away but he was 
left where he was." 11 ' (Hasan) 


. a « A . , C ' >0 ^ . jy, 

- j-vSO jiSr’i J is* — N©lT 
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Comments: ° ** ' /0j ^' ^ 


a. A martyr who is killed in the battlefield fighting against the disbelievers 
will not be washed, even though the washing of sexual impurity was 
compulsory upon him; rather he will be buried with his fighting clothes. 

b. Imam Ibn Qayyim says: "The correct opinion about performing the funeral 
prayer for a martyr on the battlefield is that both the views of performing a 
funeral prayer and not performing are authentic. Both views have valid 
proof." 


1514. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah that the Messenger 
of Allah 3jj§ used to put two or 
three of the slain of Uhud in one 
shroud. He would ask: "Which of 
them had memorized more 
Qur'an?" And if one of them was 
pointed out to him, he would put 
him in the niche-grave first. And 
he said: "I am a witness over 
them." He commanded that they 
should be buried with their blood, 
and that the funeral prayer should 
not be offered for them and they 
should not be washed. ( Sahih ) 
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[1J Each time the Prophet 0 offered the funeral prayer for a group of martyrs, Hamzah 
was among them, so he offered the prayer for him repeatedly. 
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. Aj XdJl 

Comments: 

a. More than one person may be buried in one grave in critical circumstances. 

b. Memorizing the Noble Qur' an is an honour which should be given respect 
even at the burial. 


1515. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah #J commanded that the 
weapons and armor should be 
removed from the slain of Uhud, 
and they should be buried in their 
clothes stained with blood. ( Da'if) 
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1516. It was narrated from Aswad 
bin Qais that he heard Nubaih Al~ 
'Anazi say: "I heard Jabir bin 
'Abdullah say: "The Messenger of 
Allah |H commanded that the slain 
of the battle of Uhud should be 
returned to the battlefield; they had 
been moved to Al-Madinah.' " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The martyrs may be buried near, or even in the battlefield, instead of a 
general cemetery. 

b. Taking a dead body to another dty for burial is not a good practice. 


Chapter 29. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Offering The Funeral Prayer 
In The Mosque 
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1517. It was narrated that Abu 
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Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jit said: 'Whoever offers the 
funeral prayer in the mosque will 
have nothing (i.e., no reward).'" 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

This Hadith is also quoted in Sunan Abu Ddwud with the same wording: "He 
who prays over a funeral in the mosque does not get anything extra." 


1518. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "By Allah! The 
Messenger of Allah jg| did not 
offer the funeral prayer for Suhail 
bin Baida' anywhere but in the 
mosque." ( Sahih ) 

Ibn Majah said: The Hadith of 
'Aishah is stronger. 
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Comments: 


Imam Ibn Majah means that the legality of offering the funeral prayer 
inside the mosque is more authentic, because the Hadith (1518) legalising the 
performance of the funeral prayer inside the mosque is relatively more 
authentic that tire Hadith (1517) of prohibition. 
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Chapter 30. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Times When The Funeral 
Prayer Should Not Be 
Offered And The Deceased 
Should Not Be Buried 

1519. 'Uqbah bin 'Amir Al- 
Juhani said: "There are three 
times during the day when the 
Messenger of Allah |f§ forbade us 
to offer the funeral prayer or bury 
our dead: When the sun has fully 
risen (until it is higher up in the 
sky); when it is overhead at noon, 
until it has passed the meridian: 
and when it is starting to set until 
it has set." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. As the regular prayers are not permissible to pray at tire prohibited times, 
similarly observing funeral prayer is also prohibited at these times. 

b. The burial also must be avoided at these times, except in special critical 
circumstances. 

1520. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah m placed a man in his 
grave at night, and he lit a lamp 
in his grave. ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. It is permissible to bury a dead at night under exceptional critical 
drcuinstances. 

b. Carrying a torch or lamp is allowed for burial at night even if it has to be 
taken inside the grave. The prohibition of burning a torch or lamp over the 
grave is after the burial. 


1521. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah that the Messenger 
of Allah jjg said: "Do not bury 
your dead at night unless you are 
forced to. " (Da' if) 
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1522. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin 'Abdullah that the Prophet M 
said: "Offer the funeral prayer for 
your dead by night or by day." 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The prohibited times for prayer are mentioned in Hadith 1519; the funeral 
prayer may be offered at any time other than the prohibited times. Offering 
the funeral prayer at night will have less attendance, as perhaps many 
Muslims cannot be informed about the funeral, or despite being informed, 
attending it during the night will be difficult for them. Therefore it is best to 
pray the funeral prayer at a time that the maximum number of people can 
participate. 
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Chapter 31. Prayer For The 
People Of The Qiblah 


1523. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "When 'Abdullah bin 
Ubayy died, his son came to the 
Prophet Ig; and said: 'O 

Messenger of Allah, give me your 
shirt so that I may shroud him in 
it.' The Messenger of Allah |g 
said: 'Notify me when he is ready 
(i.e., when he has been washed 
and shrouded).' When the 
Prophet gt wanted to offer the 
funeral prayer for him, 'Umar bin 
Khattab said to him: 'You should 
not do that.' The Prophet M 
offered the funeral prayer for him, 
and the Prophet '■§& said to him: 'I 
have been given two choices: 
"...ask forgiveness for them 
(hypocrites) or ask not forgiveness 
for them.,..'" (11 Then Allah 
revealed: 'And never pray (the 
funeral prayer) for any of them 
(hypocrites) who dies, nor stand 
at his grave.'" [2] ( Sahih ) 

Abu 'Abdullah said: From this 
Hadith we understand that 
standing at the grave is an act of 
kindness to the living. 
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Comments: 


a. Allah's Messenger s|§ granted his shirt to the son of 'Abdullah bin Ubayy 
just to console him, it was to be put on his hypocrite father. 

b. The shroud consists of simple sheets that are not sewn together, but out of 
necessity, sewn clothes can also be used for shroud. 


[11 At-Taubah 9:80. 
[2) At-Taubah 9:84. 
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c. Forgiveness must not be sought for him who is known with real Kufr 
(disbelief), for example: if a Christian, a Jew, a Hindu or Qadiyani 
neighbour or relative dies, seeking forgiveness for him is also impermissible 
as his funeral prayer is not observed. See At-Taubdh 9:113. 


1524. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The leader of the hypocrites 
in AI-Madinah died, and left 
instructions that the Prophet |gj 
should offer the funeral prayer for 
him and shroud him in his shirt. 
He offered the funeral prayer for 
him and shrouded him in his 
shirt, and stood by his grave. 
Then Allah revealed the words: 
"And never pray (the funeral 
prayer) for any of them 
(hypocrites) who dies, nor stand 
at his grave."^ 1 ' ( Da'if) 
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1525. It was narrated from 
Wathilah bin Asqa' that the 
Messenger of Allah gg said: 'Offer 
prayer for everyone who dies, 
and strive in Jihad under every 
chief." ( Maudu *) 
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1526. It was narrated from Jabir 
bin Samurah that a man from 
among the Companions of the 
Prophet m was wounded, and 
the wound caused him a great 
deal of pain. He went and took a 
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m At-Taubah 9:84. 
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spearhead, and slaughtered 
himself with it. The Prophet 
did not offer the funeral prayer 
for him, and that was as an 
admonition for others. ( Sahih ) 

k WA : q k.u~jij SjJudl \Jj k_jL kjtbpdl tjkJLw° 

. (Jbj} k I <1, Li Lk— , tjjb \ * t A 

Comments: 

a. Committing suicide is a major sin. 

b. A respectable Imam and a scholar should avoid leading funeral prayer over 
a person who commits major sins, which will be a lesson for others, and 
they should try to avoid this sin. However, the people should pray over 
such a person, and a Muslim should not be buried without funeral prayer. 
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Chapter 32. Offering The 
Funeral Prayer At The Grave 

1527. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that a black woman 
used to sweep the mosque. The 
Messenger of Allah ij§ noticed she 
was missing and he asked about 
her after a few days. He was told 
that she had died. He said, "Why 
did you not tell me?" Then he 
went to her grave and offered the 
funeral prayer for her. (Sahih) 
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Comments: ,r 

a Offering any prayer in the cemetery is prohibited, other than the above- 
mentioned situation of funeral prayer. The Prophet jj| said: "All the earth is 
suitable for prayer, except a cemetery and bathroom." 
b. The name of this lady mentioned is Umm Mahjan in Sunan Al-Bayhaqi (4/ 48). 


1528. Kharijah bin Zaid bin 
Thabit narrated that Yazid bin 
Thabit, who was older than Zaid, 
said: "We went out with the 
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Prophet 5H and when we reached 
Al-Baqi', we saw a new grave. He 
asked about it and they said: '(It 
is) so-and-so (a woman).' He 
recognized the name and said: 
'Why did you not tell me about 
her?' They said: 'You were taking 
a nap and you were fasting, and 
we did not like to disturb you.' 
He said: 'Do not do that; I do not 
want to see it happen again that 
one of you dies, while I am still 
among you, and you do not tell 
me, for my prayer for him is a 
mercy.' Then he went to the grave 
and we lined up in rows behind 
him, and he said four Takbir (i.e. 
for the funeral prayer)." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The method of the funeral prayer 
over the deceased before burial. 

1529. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amir bin Rabi'ah, 
from his father, that a black 
woman died and the Prophet sg§ 
was not told about that. Then he 
was informed of it, and he said: 
"Why did you not tell me?" Then 
he said to his Companions: "Line 
up in rows to pray for her," and 
he offered the funeral prayer for 
her. (Sahih) 

1530. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "A man died whom 


the grave is the same as that performed 
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the Messenger of Allah |S| used to 
visit, and they buried him at 
night. When morning came, they 
told him. He said: 'What kept you 
from telling me?' They said: 'It 
was night and it was dark, and 
we did not like to cause you any 
inconvenience/ Then he went to 
the grave and offered the funeral 
prayer for him." ( Sahih ) 
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1531. It was narrated from Anas 
that the Prophet |§g offered the 
funeral prayer at a grave after the 
burial. (Sahih) 
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1532. It was narrated from Ibn 
Buraidah from his father that the 
Prophet ;i| offered the funeral 
prayer for a deceased person after 
he had been buried. (Sahih) 
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1533. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "There was a black 
woman who used to sweep the 
mosque, and she passed away at 
night. The following morning the 
Messenger of Allah j§| was told of 
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her death. He said: 'Why did you 
not call me?' Then he went out 
with his Companions and stood 
at her grave, and said Takbir over 
her, with the people behind him, 
and he supplicated for her, then 
he went away.' " (Da'if) 

Chapter 33. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prayers For Najashi 

1534. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah: "The Messenger of 
Allah jg| said: 'Najashi has died.' 
The Messenger of Allah ig| and 
his Companions went out to AT 
Baqi', and we lined up in rows 
behind him, and the Messenger of 
Allah went forward, then he said 
four Takbir." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Najashi, may Allah have mercy on him, was a king of Abyssinia, his name 
was As-hamah. ( Sahih Al-Bukhari : 3879) Hafiz Ibn Hajar quoted 8th H or 
9th H. as the year of Najashi's death and he said. According to the majority 
of the scholars he died in the 9th H'. [Fathul-Bari: 7/240, Hadith: 3877] 

b. It is known from this Hadith that offering funeral prayer for a person who 
dies afar (the dead body is not present at the time of funeral) is legal. 

c The method of funeral prayer for an absent body is the same as when the 
body is present. 


1535. It was narrated from 
'Imran bin Husain: "The 
Messenger of Allah s|J said: 'Your 
brother Najashi has died, so offer 
the funeral prayer for him." Then 


* H ^ ' r \ ' 

« <. k_jWd>- 


id? 


J fijd- - lot© 

*- tJ^zAuJi : V is . sdj 

o » < ^ .*<•* - . * t" > 0 > • - I*i a ; < "• 

i I j TjJ J jaS' wJd>-j 



The Chapters Regarding Funerals 


413 


j_yS .els- la 


he stood and we prayed behind 
him. I was in tire second row and 
two rows prayed for him.” 
( Sahih ) 


. ( f ’jji 

1536. It was narrated from 
Mujammi' bin Jariyah AI-Ansari 
that the Messenger of Allah #1 
said: "Your brother Najashi has 
died, so stand and pray for him," 
So we formed two rows behind 
him. (Sahih) 
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1537. It was narrated from 
Hudhaifah bin Asid that the 
Prophet II led them out and said: 
"Pray for a brother of yours who 
has died in a land other than 
yours." They said; "Who is he?" 
He said: "Najashi/' (Sahih) 
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1538. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Prophet ||| offered 
the funeral prayer for Najashi and 
said four Takbir. (Sahih) 


id ^ i^SUl y\ yy y ip 



The Chapters Regarding Funerals 


414 


JjUfsli 1 _ r 3 U 


Chapter 34. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Reward For The One Who 
Offers The Funeral Prayer 
And The One Who Waits 
Until The Burial 
1539. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet #| said: 
"Whoever offers the funeral 
prayer will have one Qirat and 
whoever awaits until (the burial) 
is finished will have two Qirat.'' 
They said: 'What are these two 
Qirat?' He said: 'Like two 
mountains.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

As offering funeral prayer of a Muslim is necessary, similarly burying a 
Muslim is also necessary. The assistance of the Muslims is required for 
both responsibilities, so as a struggle is made to attend the funeral prayer 
hoping for reward, likewise people should try their best to help in digging 
the grave, burying the dead, and leveling the grave, according to the 
Sunnah. 


1540. It was narrated from 
Thawban that the Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: "Whoever offers 
the funeral prayer will have one 
Qirat and whoever attends the 
burial will have two Qirat." The 
Prophet #£ was asked about the 
Qirat and he said: "(It is) like 
Uhud. " (Sahih) 
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1541. It was narrated from 
Ubayy bin Ka'b that the 
Messenger of Allah jgf said: 
'Whoever offers the funeral 
prayer will have one Qirat ; and 
whoever attends until the burial is 
over, will have two Qirat. By the 
One in Whose Hand is the soul of 
Muhammad! Tire Qirat is greater 
than this (mountain of) Uhud." 
( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 35. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Standing Up For The Funeral 
(Procession) 

1542. It was narrated from 'Amir 
bin Rabi'ah that the Prophet 
said: "When you see a funeral 
(procession) stand up for it until it 
has passed by or it is placed on 
the ground." (Sahih) 
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a. If a person is sitting by the road and a funeral is passing by, the sitting 
person should stand up, he may sit after the funeral has passed, 
b The people following the funeral should not sit until the bier is placed on 
the ground. Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri 4® reported that Allah's Messenger g{| 
said: "When you see a funeral passing by, you should stand up, and he 
who follows the funeral should not sit down until the bier is placed." (Sahih 
Al-Bukhari: 1310) 
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1543. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "A funeral passed 
by the Prophet jgg and he stood 
up and said: 'Stand up out of 
recognition of the enormity of 
death.' " (Hasan) 
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1544. It was narrated that 'Ali 
bin Abu Talib said: "The 
Messenger of Allah ig stood up 
for a funeral, and we stood Up, 
until he sat down, then we sat 
down." (Sahih) 
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1545. It was narrated that 
'Ubadah bin Samit said: "When 
the Messenger of Allah jgg 
followed a funeral, he would not 
sit down until it had been placed 
in the niche-grave. A rabbi came 
to him and said: 'This is what we 
do, O Muhammad!' So the 
Messenger of Allah |j§ sat down 
and said: 'Be different from 
them.'" ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. It shows clearly that to keep standing until the body is buried is abrogated, 
in fact when the bier is placed on the ground, then the people are allowed 
to sit down. 

b. Being distinguished from disbelievers is a great principle of Islam, the 
Shari' ah even emphasizes it in matters of worship, and also in other daily 
affairs and activities. Therefore celebrating Christmas, New Year (first of 
January), Basant of Hindus, Holi and Dewali, the customs of wedding and 
grief, for example: wearing black dothes at a sad occasion; disapproval of a 
widow's second marriage; bridegrooms meeting frankly with the bride's 
female relatives at the wedding ceremony, and sharing jokes with each 
other, and many other similar matters are contradictory to the teachings of 
Islam. These are customs of disbelievers, and are forbidden, so it is 
extremely; necessary to avoid them. 

Chapter 36. What Was 


The Graveyard 

1546. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I could not find 
him, meaning tire Prophet |jj§, and 
he was in Al-Baqi'. He said: "As- 
salamu ‘alaykum ddra qqwmin 
mu'minin. Antum land faratun wa 
inna biknm Idhiqun . Allahumma la 
tahrimna ajrahum wa la taftinnd 
ba'dahum (Peace be upon you, O 
abode of believing people. You 
have gone ahead of us and verily 
we will join you soon. O Allah, 
do not deprive us of their reward 
and do not put us to trial after 
them)." (Oa'ij) 
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Comments: 

a. Visiting the graves is recommended to remember death and to decrease the 
desire of this world for the interests of the Hereafter. 

b. Visiting the graves at night is also allowed just as visiting during the day. 

c. The purpose of visiting the graves is to make supplication for the dead, but 


Narrated Concerning What Is 
To Be Said When Entering 
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begging some thing from the deceased is prohibited, because they neither 
hear our words nor can they accept our request. 


1547. It was narrated from 
Sulaiman bin Buraidah that his 
father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jp used to teach them, 
when they went out to the 
graveyard, to say: As-saldmu 
'alaykum ahlad-diyar initial- 
mu'minina wal-muslimin, wa inna 
insha' Allah bikum lahiqun, nas’alut- 
laha land wa lakumul-'afiyah (Peace 
be upon you, O inhabitants of the 
abodes, believers and Muslims, 
and we will join you soon if Allah 
wills. We ask Allah for well-being 
for us and for you) / " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

If we visit the grave of relatives, or that of a righteous person, or even a 
Muslim cemetery, we should pray for them with these authentically proven 
words. Reciting Surat Al-Fdtihah for the benefit of reward for the deceased is 
not proven by the Sunnah, so we should avoid these actions. 


Chapter 37. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Sitting 
In The Graveyards 
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1548. It was narrated that Bara' 
bin 'Azib said: "We went out with 
the Messenger of Allah gjg for a 
funeral, and he sat facing the 
Qiblah (prayer direction)." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Trampling over the graves is forbidden, and sitting as a constant attendee 
of a grave is prohibited too, but sitting for a necessity is allowed, like if the 
grave is not ready yet, then one may sit in its wait 


1549. It was narrated that Bara' 
bin 'Azib said: "We went out with 
the Messenger of Allah for a 
funeral, and we came to a grave. 
He sat down and we sat down, as 
if there were birds on our heads." 
(Hasan) 


Chapter 38. What Was 
Narrated Concerning placing 
the deceased in the grave 
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1550. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "When the deceased 
was placed in the grave, the 
Prophet g|g would say: ‘Bismillah, 
wa 'ala millati rasul-illah (In the 
Name of Allah and according to 
the religion of the Messenger of 
Allah)."' Abu Khalid said on one 
occasion, when the deceased was 
placed in the grave: " Bismillah wa 
'aid sunnati rasul-illah (In the 
Name of Allah and according to 
the Sunnah of the Messenger of 
Allah)." Hisham said in his 
narration: " Bismillah , wa fi sabil- 
illdh, wa 'ala millati rasul-illah (In 
the Name of Allah, for the sake of 
Allah and according to the 
religion of the Messenger of 
Allah)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Those who are involved in lowering the deceased into the grave should 
read the abovementioned supplications. 


1551. It was narrated that Abu 
Raff said: "The Messenger of 
Allah if; placed Sa'd gently in his 
grave and sprinkled water on it." 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

'Salla' in Arabic means the bier should be placed at the foot side of the 
grave (where the deceased's feet will be in the grave) and when the body 
will be lifted from the bier the head of the deceased will go first into the 


grave and then rest of the body, 

1552. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed that the Messenger of 
Allah was brought into his 
grave from the direction of the 
Qiblah, and he was placed in his 
grave gently. (Da'if) 
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1553. It was narrated that Sa'eed 
bin Musayyab said: "I was 
present with. Ibn 'Umar at a 
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funeral. When the body was 
placed in the niche-grave) he said, 
'Bismillah wa fi sabil-illah wa 'aid 
millati rasul illdh' (In the Name of 
Allah, for the sake of Allah and 
according to the religion of the 
Messenger of Allah), When he 
started to place the bricks in the 
niche-grave he said: 'Allahmma 
ajirha min ash-shaitani wa min 
‘adhabil-qabr . Allahumma Jafil-urda 
'an janbaiha, wa sa'id ruhahd, wa 
laqcjihd minka ridwana (O Allah, 
protect him from Satan and from 
die torment of the grave; O Allah, 
keep the earth away from his two 
sides and take his soul up and 
grant him pleasure from 
Yourself).' I said: 'O Ibn 'Umar, is 
this something that you heard 
from the Messenger of Allah jg| or 
is it your own words?' He said: 'I 
could have said something like 
that, but this is something that I 
heard from the Messenger of 
Allah fg,' " (Da'if) 
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Chapter 39. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Niche-Grave Being 
Recommended 

1554. It was narrated that Ibn 
Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ^ said: 'The niche-grave is 
for Us and the ditch-grave is for 
others." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Lahd (niche-grave) means that first a plain rectangular vertical hole is dug, 
and then another hole large enough to accommodate the body is made near 
the bottom of the grave in the wall facing the direction of Qiblah. Shaqq 
(ditch-grave) means that first a plain rectangular vertical hole is dug and 
then inside it another relatively small rectangular hole is dug. 

b. Both forms of graves are allowed and both had been used in the time of 
Allah' s Messenger, as it is apparent in the following Ahddith. 


1555. It was narrated that Jarir 
bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 5§§ said: 'The 
niche-grave is for us and the 
ditch-grave is for others.' " ( Da'if) 
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1556. It was narrated that Sa'd 
said: "Make a niche-grave for me, 
and block it up with bricks as was 
done for the Messenger of Allah 
4g." ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 40. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Ditch-Grave 

1557. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "When the 
Prophet jig died, there was a man 
in Al-Madinah who used to make 
a niche in the grave and another 
who used to dig graves without a 
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niche. They said: 'Let us pray 
Istikhdrah to our Lord and call for 
them both, and whichever of 
them comes first, we will let him 
do it/ So they were both sent for, 
and the one who used to make 
the niche-grave came first, so they 
made a niche-grave for the 
Prophet i|/ ,[1] (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The niche-grave is preferable because Allah chose this type of grave for His 
Prophet s|§. 
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1558. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah jgg died, they 
differed as to whether his grave 
should have a niche or a ditch in 
the ground, until they spoke and 
raised their voices concerning 
that. Then 'Umar said: 'Do not 
shout in the presence of the 
Messenger of Allah jl§, living or 
dead/ or words to that effect. So 
they sent for both the one who 
made a niche and the one who 
dug graves without a niche, and 
the one who used to make a niche 
came and dug a grave with a 
niche for the Messenger of Allah 
|g, then he was buried." 
(Hasan) 
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111 See no. 1628. 
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Comments: .^>1 ^ly. 

a. It is known from the discussion of the Companions that both types of 
graves were correct in their view. The important issue for them was only 
about which type of grave should be chosen for Allah's Messenger jg. 

b. When there are two aspects of a matter which are almost similar to each 
other in legality, in that case they should adopt such a method to solve the 
difference with mutual consent and both parties are satisfied. 

c. It is from among the due respect to Allah's Messenger j|| that one was not 
allowed to speak loud in his presence, and this rule is still in force even 
after his death. Therefore talking with a loud voice near the Prophet's grave 
and quarrelsome arguments must be avoided. 


Chapter 41. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Digging 
The Grave 
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1559. It was narrated that Adra' 
As-Sulami said: "I came one night 
to guard the Prophet s||, and 
there was a man reciting loudly. 
The Prophet jj§ came out and I 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah, this 
man is showing off.' Then he died 
in Al-Madinah, and they finished 
preparing him, then they carried 
his dead body. The Prophet s§| 
said: 'Be gentle with him, may 
Allah be gentle with him, for he 
loved Allah and His Messenger.' 
Then his grave was dug and he 
(the Prophet j|§) said: 'Make it 
spacious for him, and may Allah 
make it spacious for him.' Some 
of his Companions said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, you are 
grieving for him.' He said: 'Yes 
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indeed, for he loved Allah and 
His Messenger.' ” (T)a'if) 
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1560. It was narrated from il£ \£j^- :'o\jj> ^ ^*)1 t-jjU- - Y«V 


Hisham bin 'Amir that the 
Messenger of Allah Sg said: "Dig 
the grave deep, make it spacious 
and prepare it well. " ( Sahih ) 
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The Messenger of Allah said these words when burying the martyrs from 
the battle of Uhud. He said: "Dig the graves wide, deep and good. Bury 
two or three in one grave, putting towards the Qiblah, first the one with the 
most memorisation and knowledge of Qur'an." (Sunan An-Nasa’i: 2013) 


Chapter 42. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Markers 
On Graves 

1561. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah m marked the grave of 
'Uthman bin Maz'un with a rock. 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Placing a stone near the head is enough of a sign to give an indication of a 
grave, so that one does not walk on the grave and that it not be dug when 
digging a grave for another deceased. Writing something on the stone 
placed for recognition, placing a headstone with writing, stone monuments 
and memorial marks are forbidden. It will be mentioned in Hadith 1563. 
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Chapter 43. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Building Over 
Graves, Plastering Over 
Them And Writing On Them 
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1562. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Alla h jg 
forbade plastering over graves." 
(Sahib) 
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Comments: 

Only the grave's soil should be placed in the grave; putting extra soil, 
plastering using baked bricks and building it up is prohibited. 

It is known from this Hadith that writing or inscribing the name and date of 
death of the deceased is also prohibited. Placing a stone or something else is 
a sufficient sign to recognise a grave. 


1563. It was narrated that Jabir 
said: "The Messenger of Allah H| 
forbade writing anything on 
graves." (Sahib) 
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1564. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed that the Prophet j|§ 
forbade building structures over 
graves. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


Building anything over a grave is totally forbidden. The deceased will be 
sinful if he wanted to build over a grave, and if he wanted his grave to be 
built with baked bricks, and stones, or desired a building to be built over it. 


Chapter 44. What Was £>- *l>- U> - (ft 
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Scattering Earth In The Grave (f i «^0 j-*h ^ 


1565. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 |§ offered the funeral 
prayer, then he came to the grave 
of the deceased and scattered 
three handfuls of earth from the 
side of (the deceased's) head. 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

'Handful' in this Hadith means a handful of both hands together. One 
should not understand that it means a handful of a single hand, it is not 
what is meant in this Hadith. 


Chapter 45. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Walking Or 
Sitting On Graves 

1566. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah said: The Messenger of 
Allah £g said: "If one of you were 
to sit on a live coal that bums 
him, that would be better for him 
than if he were to sit on a grave." 
(Sahih) 
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1567. It was narrated from 
'Uqbah bin 'Amir that the 
Messenger of Allah |pf said: 'If I 
were to walk on a live coal or a 
sword, or if I were to sew my 
shoes to my feet, that would be 
better for me than walking on the 
grave of a Muslim. And I see no 
difference between relieving 
myself in the midst of the graves 
or in the middle of the 
marketplace. "(Da' if) 
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Comments: 

a. Relieving oneself in the cemetery is a very bad deed. 

b. Some of the scholars understood the meaning as mentioned in the Hadith, 
and some said it means sitting over a grave as we sit at a high place, 
because it is insulting to the deceased. 

c. Another meaning of sitting at graves is dedicating oneself for attending the 
graves. Being a dedicated attendee of the graves is also forbidden according 
to other authentic proofs. 


Chapter 46. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Taking 
Off One's Shoes In The 
Graveyard 

1568. It was narrated that Bashir 
bin Khasasiyyah said: "While I 
was walking with the Messenger 
of Allah §| he said: 'O son of 
Khasasiyyah, why are you angry 
with Allah when you are walking 
with the Messenger of Allah?' I 
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said: 'O Messenger of Allah! I am 
not angry with Allah at all. Allah 
has bestowed all good on me/ 
Then he passed by the graves of 
the Muslims and said: 'They have 
caught up with a great deal of 
good.' Then he passed by the 
graves of the idolaters and said: 
"They died before a great deal of 
good came to them.' Then he 
turned and saw a man walking 
between the graves in his shoes 
and he said: 'O you with the 
shoos, take them off.' " ( Sahih ) 
Muhammad bin Bashshar 
narrated from Abdur-Rahman bin 
Mahdi that he said: 'Abdullah bin 
'Uthman used to say (about this 
Hadith ): 'A good Hadith, and a 
reliable narrator. 
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Comments: 

a. Death is a good thing for a believer, because after death he gets the fruits 
for his labor and rejoices the enjoyments of Paradise, whereas death is a 
beginning of the retribution for the bad deeds of a disbeliever. 

b. One should acknowledge the favors of Allah and should be grateful for it. 


Chapter 47. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Visiting 
The Graves 

1569. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah s§§ said: "Visit the graves, 
for they will remind you of the 
Hereafter." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. Visiting the graves means to go to any cemetery. 

b. The graves with buildings over them do not fulfill the real objective of 
reminding us of the Hereafter. 


1570. It was narrated from 
' Aishah that the Messenger of 
Allah #§ gave permission for 
visiting the graves. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


Here the word 'permission' is used for a reason, because in the early era of 
Islam the Prophet £S prohibited visiting the graves, and later on it was 
allowed as mentioned in the following Hadith. 


1571. It was narrated from Ibn 
Mas'ud that the Messenger of 
Allah sg§ said, "I used to forbid 
you to visit the graves, but now 
visit them, for they will draw 
your attention away from this 
world and remind you of the 
Hereafter." {Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. As the commandments mentioned in some earlier revealed Verses of the 
Qur'an are abrogated by the later revealed Verses, similarly a later Hadith 
abrogates the earlier one as known clearly from this Hadith. 

b. Earning one's livelihood by legal means, and spending without arrogance 
and extravagance for oneself, and for one's dependents is well and good. 
But being covetous for wealth and an excessive luxurious lifestyle make a 
person heedless of the Hereafter. For the treatment of this type of disease of 
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the heart, one should visit the graveyard, so that he will remember his 
death and it will create a spirit and interest for the preparation of Hereafter. 


Chapter 48. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Visiting 
The Graves Of The Idolaters 
1572. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Prophet 
visited the grave of his mother and 
wept, causing the people around 
him to weep. Then he said: 'I 
asked my Lord for permission to 
seek forgiveness for her, but He 
did not give me permission. Then I 
asked my Lord for permission to 
visit her grave and He gave me 
permission. So visit the graves, for 
they will remind you of death/" 
(Sahih) 

Comments: 
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a. Visiting a graveyard for non-Muslims is allowed, but the supplication for 
visiting the graveyard should not be done, as it is allowed only for a 
Muslims cemetery. This is because seeking forgiveness for a disbeliever is 
impermissible. 

b. Only that intercession is granted which is made with the permission of 
Allah, and an intercession cannot be made for a polytheist, because Allah 
did not allow it. 


1573. It was narrated from Salim 
that his father said: "A Bedouin 
came to the Prophet j3g and said: 
'O Messenger of Allah, my father 
used to uphold the ties of kinship, 
and so and so forth, where is he?' 
He said: 'In the Fire.' It was as if 
he found that difficult to bear. 
Then he said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah. Where is your father?' The 
Messenger of Allah #§ said: 
'Whenever you pass by the grave 
of an idolater, give him the 
tidings of Hell-foe.' The Bedouin 
later became Muslim, and he said: 
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"The Messenger of Allah #§ gave 
me a difficult task. I never passed 
the grave of an idolater but I gave 
him the tidings of Hell-fire/" 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. The biggest good deeds, without the acceptance of Islam, cannot be a 
source of delivering one from Hell. 

b. The certainty of the noble Prophet's prophethood will not be deliverance in 
this world nor in the Hereafter, until one accepts Islam truly and promises 
to obey the Noble Prophet j|§ and practice the principles of Islamic law. 

c. If such a question is made that answering it clearly and openly can be 
problematic, then the questioner” s attention can be drawn wisely to another 
good thing. 


Chapter 49. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Women 
Visiting The Graves 
1574. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Hassan bin 
Thabit that his father said: "The 
Messenger of Allah ?& cursed 
women who visit graves." 
(Hasan) 
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JJUadl -*!»>• la 


1575. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah g| cursed women who visit 
graves." (Hasan) 
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1576. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah il| cursed women who visit 
graves." (Hasan) 
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Comments: Vi_ 

It means those women who frequently visit the graveyard, but irregular 
visit is permissible. 


Chapter 50. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Women 
Following The Funeral 
(Procession) 

1577. It was narrated that Umm 
'Atiyyah said: "We were 
prevented from following the 
funeral, but that was not made 
binding on us." (Sahih) 
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1578. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "The Messenger of Allah gl 
went out and saw some women 
sitting, and he said: 'What are you 
sitting here for?' They said: 'We 
axe waiting for the funeral/ He 
said: 'Are you going to wash the 
deceased?' They said: 'No/ He 
said: 'Are you going to lower him 
into the grave?' They said: 'No/ 
He said: 'Then go back with a 
burden of sin and not 
rewarded/" ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 51. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Wailing 

1579. It was narrated from Umm 
Salamah from the Prophet Ig 
regarding: "And that they will not 
disobey you in Ma'ruf (all that 
that is good in Islam);" - ! he said: 
"(It is about) wailing." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The meaning of the Hadith is, that to avoid wailing Is among those good 
deeds that the Muslim women gave their pledge to tire Prophet H to obey. 

b. 'Wailing' means loudly making mention of the deceased's qualities and 
expressing one's grief, by saying various phrases in praise of the dead. 


f 1 ! Al-Mumtahanah 60:12. 
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^9 cL> La 


1580. Jarir, the freed slave of ^ >. gfc. _ >oA . 

Mu'awiyah, said: "Mu'awiyah ' J ' 

delivered a sermon in Hims, and Oi ^ ^ 

in his sermon he mentioned that . < * , ^ -r.. ^ 

the Messenger of Allah 50 g forbade ■ ^ ^ iJy-J-jP' ^ ~ 

wailing. ^3 jSds aj ^ l*-« 

2§| ^ 

aj J^pU — \ ^ AY'l : ^ l Y'VY' /A ^ i ^ ^ I ^JaJl ^>- j>-\ 
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1581. It was narrated from Abu 


Malik Ash'ari that the Messenger 
of Allah 4§ said: 'Wailing is one 
of the affairs of the Days of 
Ignorance, and if the woman who 
wails dies without having 
repented, Allah will cut a garment 
of pitch (tar) for her and a shirt of 
flaming fire/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Ignorance' means the era before the advent of the Noble Prophet Jgg. When 
something is related with ignorance, it means it has nothing to do with 
Islam and it does not suit the Muslims. Only the disbelievers do this, and it 
suits them only. 

b. Even the major sins are forgiven after sincere repentance. 


1582. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah 3g§ said: "Wailing over the 
dead is one of the affairs of the 
Days of Ignorance and if the 
woman who wails does not 
repent before she dies, she will be 
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resurrected on the Day of 
Resurrection wearing a shirt of 
pitch (tar), over which she will 
wear a shirt of flaming fire." 
(Hasan) 


(jjf J-S j) 4>dtJl 

.i^jljlas ^y> tgiie 5*11211 itjiJ 

•«J&I y-^1 fcJ'h j»j 


. JL*Ui ^jLdV .Utlj ^ jbS- & 1 . 


Comments: 

This warning is not only to women, but also if a man commits this sin, he 
will get exactly the same punishment in the Hereafter. 


1583. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
Allah xp forbade following a 
funeral that was accompanied by 
a wailing woman." (Da'iJ) 
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Comments: 


Attending a funeral is an important right of a Muslim upon another 
Muslim, but this right is abolished if anything against the religion is being 
committed in the funeral. 


Chapter 52. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Striking One's 
Cheeks And Tearing One's 
Garment 

1584. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah that the Messenger of 
Allah Iff said: "He is not one of 
us who tears his garments, strikes 
his cheeks, and cries with the cry 
of the Days of Ignorance."' 
(Sahih) 
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J-S ^ iL ^i. :j§§ 

. IpSj 

clo-l?" {jA ’l *Y ^ 1 ! ^ t L/« <— jL C(_£jl>cJl 42r-j>-\ I 

4 V* o ^ *1 1 ^ J-oj oLi^o 

. aj 

Comments: 


u- '^C 


^ ^ ^r-s~/ v 

4 4 *JLi 4 L>d l 


a. Grief of the heart and shedding tears is not contrary to patience, other than 
this, some people do various types of sacrilegious things which are 
Islamically forbidden. 

b. It was people's custom before Islam that they would cry over the deceased and 
express their sorrow, by singing poetry of praise about the the deceased with a 
loud voice, and they also used to tear their clothes. Islam prohibits all these things. 


1585. It was narrated from Abu 
Umamah that the Messenger of 
Allah jig cursed the woman who 
scratches her face and rends her 
garment and cries that she is 
doomed (i.e. because of the death 
of this person). (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Saying the word 'doomed' mean to say 'I am ruined, I am destroyed' etc. 

b. The word 'curse' informs that it is a major sin that will not be forgiven 
without sincere repentance. 


1586. 'Abdur-Rahman bin Yazid 
and Abu Burdah said: "When 
Abu Musa fell sick, his wife Uirnn 
'Abdullah started to wail loudly. 
He woke up and said to her: 'Do 
you not know that I am innocent 
of those whom the Messenger of 
Allah HI declared innocence of?' 
And he told her that the 
Messenger of Allah sg| said: 'I am 
innocent of those who shave their 
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heads, raise their voices and tear 
their garments (at times of 
calamity)/ " ( Sahih ) 


Uh <u I d ol oil j 

- *i jpj 3 3 ^*- *<sy. 
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Chapter 53. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Weeping For The Deceased 

1587. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet gt was 
attending a funeral. 'Umar saw a 
woman and shouted at her, but 
the Prophet $g; said, "Leave her 
alone, O 'Umar, for the eye weeps 
and the heart is afflicted, and the 
bereavement is recent." ( Da'if) 
Another chain with similar 
wording. 
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1588. Usamah bin Zaid said: 
"The son of one of the daughters 
of the Messenger of Allah g| was 
dying. She sent for him, asking 
him to come to her, and he sent 
word to her, saying: 'To Allah 
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belongs what He has taken and to 
Him belongs what He has given. 
Everything has an appointed time 
with Him, so be patient and seek 
reward/ But she sent for him 
again, adjuring him to come. So 
the Messenger of Allah jg got up, 
and I got up with him, as did 
Mu'adh bin Jabal, Ubayy bin Ka'b 
and 'Ubadah bin Samit. When we 
entered they handed the child to 
the Messenger of Allah jgj, and 
his soul was rattling in his chest." 
I think he said that it was like a 
water skin. "The Messenger of 
Allah |g wept, and 'Ubadah bin 
Samit said to him: 'What is this, O 
Messenger of Allah?' He said: 'It 
is the compassion which Allah 
has created in the son of Adam. 
Allah only shows mercy to those 
of His slaves who are 
compassionate.'" ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: •«* 

a. Grief of the heart and shedding tears do not negate patience. 

b. Requesting something by adjuring an oath upon someone is allowed. 

c. The thing adjured by an oath, if it is not prohibited by the Shari' ah, then a 
Muslim should fulfill it for another Muslim. 

d. Whether it is an occasion of sorrow or happiness, if a question is asked, it 
should be explained. 

e. The presence of all relatives is not necessary at the time of death, however, 
the family may desire those righteous to be present at this moment, so that 
the moments of death and the agony of death pass easily with their 
supplications. 


1589. It was narrated that Asma' 
bint Yazid said: "When Ibrahim, 
the son of the Messenger of Allah 
; M, died, the Messenger of Allah 
3§t wept. The one who was 
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consoling him, either Abu Bakr or 
'Umar, said to him: 'You are 
indeed the best of those who 
glorify Allah with what is due to 
him.' The Messenger of Allah i§ 
said: 'The eye weeps and the 
heart grieves, but we do not say 
anything that angers the Lord. 
Were it not that death is 
something that inevitably comes 
to all, and that the latter will 
surely join the former, then we 
would have been more sad for 
you, O Ibrahim than we are, 
verily we grieve for you.' " 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 


a. Weeping over the death of a relative or a friend is allowed provided the 
tradition of Ignorance is not practised. 

b. Other people should console the bereaved family members of the deceased 
in an appropriate manner to offer comfort from grief. 

c. Tire real patience is that at the time of sorrow, one should control the 
tongue and hands against committing any impermissible acts, and such 
words must not be uttered that express displeasure about Allah. 


1590. It was narrated from 
Hamnah bint Jahsh that it was said 
to her: "Your brother has been 
killed." She said: "May Allah have 
mercy on him. Inna lillahi wa inna 
ilayhi rdji'un (Truly, to Allah we 
belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return)." They said: "Your husband 
has been killed." She said: "O grief!" 
The Messenger of Allah jg said: 
"The woman has a strong love for 
her husband, which she does not 
have for anything else." ( Da'if ) 
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1591. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah i| passed by some women 
of 'Abdul-Ashhal who were 
weeping for their slain on the Day 
of Uhud. The Messenger of Allah 
ig said: "But there is no one to 
weep for Hamzah.” So the 
women of Ansar started to weep 
for Hamzah. The Messenger of 
Allah m, woke up and said, 'Woe 
to them, have they not gone home 
yet? Tell them to go home and 
not to weep for anyone who dies 
after this day.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Its objective was not to admire the act of their weeping with a loud voice; 
rather it was to express their vulnerability since their close family was also 
not present who are naturally more grieved. 

b. Allah's Messenger made clear that he did riot mean to admire weeping with 
a loud voice, that is why he commanded the women to go back. 

c. Gathering in the deceased's house for weeping, beating the cheeks or chest 

and wailing is prohibited; the gathering in the deceased's house even 
without wailing is prohibited. , - 


1592. It was narrated that Ibn :jllp ^ - W W 

Abi Awfa said: "The Messenger of f 

Allah m forbade eulogies." ^4 
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Chapter 54. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Deceased Being Punished For 
The Wailing Over H im 

1593. It was narrated from 'Umar 
bin Khattab that the Prophet : S; 
said: "The deceased is punished 
for the wailing over him." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. If the deceased advised that people should wail over him after his death, 
then he is also responsible for the sin committed by wailing women. 

b. Another possible meaning of the Hadith is that 'the deceased feels 
uncomfortable because of wailing' as he is annoyed by the impermissible 
acts done at his death. Allah knows best! 


1594. It was narrated from Asid 
bin Abu Asid, from Musa bin 
Abu Musa Ash'ari, from his father 
that the Prophet Ig said: "The 
deceased is punished for the 
weeping of the living. If they say: 
'O my strength, O he who clothed 
us, O my help, O my rock,' and 
so on, he is rebuked and it is said: 
'Were you really like that? Were 
you really like that? 7 " 
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Asid said: "I said: ' Subhan- Allah! 
Allah says: "And no bearer of 
burdens shall bear another's 
burden."^ 1 * He said: "Woe to 
you, I tell you that Abu Musa 
narrated to me from the 
Messenger of Allah and you 
think that Abu Musa was telling 
lies about the Prophet |g? Or do 
you think that I am telling lies 
about Abu Musa?" (Hasan) 


bl • db-t-jL oils Ju,i 


jjj •jyy jy 
A 




bl (1)1 [\A : ji^U] 

j' a* -in jaj a a-^ - Aj-* 
y <sj J <a a aa A 

Ar J A AA 


> * c^-h jd 1 d U j t <^j I y {j* tit / 1 : lj 4 1 * * T : ^ 4 c.. 1 I 

A~? ifo'tt /Y : tZj 1^1 (j; i jr*y * dr^ - A jtilj 


Comments: 
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The mentioned punishment explained by this Hadith is that it is because of 
the crying of wailing people, and also it should be known that in this Hadith 
'cry' does not mean shedding tears, rather it is uttering inappropriate words 
with tongue that are a reason for the deceased’s punishment in the grave. 


1595. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "A Jewish woman 
had died, and the Prophet £§ 
heard them weeping for her. He 
said: ’Her family is weeping for 
her, and she is being punished in 
her grave/ " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The saying of 'Aishah ^>, means that the deceased does not get punishment 
for the bereaved family's crying, because one should not bear the 
punishment for other's sins. Allah's Messenger ’M did not say it as a 
definite principle that the deceased gets punishment for one's crying, but he 
said it upon observing Jews crying for their female dead, what would it 


[1] Fatir 35:18. 
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avail her? She is suffering from punishment for her sins, whether they cry 
for her or not, it will remain the same. 


Chapter 55. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Bearing 
Calamity With Patience 
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1596. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Maik that the Messenger of 
Allah «H said: 'Patience should 
come with the first shock. " 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: • °f~ ’ CJ> 

The patience required by the Shari'ah is that when a calamity strikes or grief 
is caused, then one should keep away from any verbal and physical deeds 
at this time. Because controlling oneself during the time of extreme grief 
and to differentiate between right and wrong becomes very difficult 


1597. It was narrated from Abu 
Umamah that the Prophet j|§ 
said: "Allah says: 'O son of 
Adam! If you are patient and seek 
reward at the moment of first 
shock. Twill not approve of any 
reward for you less than 
Paradise.'" (Hasan) 


:jii£ 51 ZiiA i&U. •• io<w 
Cj 15 i 'jZt Lp ^ UAl 

5» 


^sl yd : v)l : JV5 *||§ 

- -rt . , 

p t tjji 1 iouidl Jf o jl 


rtYYo/A <.Yo‘UYoA/o:.uJ *>■ _f\ 


. Jl jji WjJ l ^ll 
Ly—p- «hpj] : gyAj 


C~lij t o f 3 £-7 - ■ J t <Sf til ! yp 4 iUp-j 1 4 , <JjpU-d yp d ,T yp VVAA : £- 

otJ* if <>-y L b i y i -A- o j-pj y~ypdi t_P ^ tdjU^p 

. I oyp« Oub yp ^>-1 


Comments: 

The virtues of patience and its importance to Allah appears from this 
lladilh, and that showing patience according to religious commandments 
will prove as a mean of deliverance. 
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1598. It was narrated from Unrai 
Salamah that Abu Salamah told 
her that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah j]§ say: "There is no 
Muslim who is stricken with a 
calamity and reacts by saying as 
Allah has commanded: 'Inna 
lillahi , wa innd ilayhi rdji'un. 
Alldhumma 'indakah-tasabtu 
musibati, fajumi film, wa ‘amwidni 
minha (Truly, to Allah we belong 
and truly, to Him we shall return. 
O Allah, with You I seek reward 
for my calamity, so reward me for 
it and compensate me),' but Allah 
will reward him for that and 
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compensate him with something 
better than it." She said: "When 
Abu Salamah died, I remembered 
what he had told me from the 
Messenger of Allah and I said: 
‘Inna lillahi, wa innd ilayhi rdji'un . . 
Alldhumma ' indakah-tasabtu 
musibati hddhih , fajurni 'alaihd 
(Truly, to Allah we belong and 
truly, to Him we shall return. O 
Allah, with You I seek reward for 
my calamity, so reward me for 
it)/ But when I wanted to say wa 
'awwidni minha (and compensate 
me with better), I said to myself: 
'How can I be compensated with 
something better than Abu 
Salamah?' Then I said it, and 


CjjjSi iiL- y\ ^y ills :cJli 
dJ U) :cdjb dil J y»j 

Bale ^ill Apj up 

M ojjf li^ . Lfcip ■ }4* 

O v ■*> & ^ e ^ 

'■ Jl <£*!»• <■ Q=- '■ cjjj 1 

. jU p. 1^- 

J? -51! 


Allah compensated me with 
Muhammad sgj and rewarded me 
for my calamity." 111 (Hasan) 
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^ See no. 1447. 
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Comments: 

a. Observing patience over a calamity is definitely rewarding in the Hereafter, 
and in this life one also gets the favors of Allah for observing patience. 

b. It shows the greatness of the faith of the Companions, that apparently there 
was no possibility of this supplication to be granted, yet Umm Salamah 
made the supplication following the Prophet's instruction and believed the 
prophetic saying as true. 


1599, It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ig opened a door that was 
between him and the people or 
drew back a curtain and he saw 
the people praying behind Abu 
Bakr. He praised Allah for what 
he saw of their good situation and 
hoped that Allah succeed him by 
what he saw in them. 1 ' 1 He said: 
'O people, whoever among the 
people or among the believers is 
stricken with a calamity, then let 
him console himself with the loss 
of me, for no one among my 
nation will be stricken with any 
calamity worse than my loss.'" 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Allah's Messenger 0, cared for his people even in the last days of his 
blessed life, so he ^ was pleased when he observed them being firm on 
righteousness. 

b. When observing patience over a calamity seems hard, one should reflect 
that the death of a relative or an elderly person is not a new thing, whoever 
came to this world, have to depart for the Next. When the great personality 
like Muhammad 0„ the Messenger of Allah, had died, then who else would 
live forever! 


[ l5 ‘With what he saw in them’ or ‘the one he saw them with’ meaning the state they were 
in, with Abu Bakr leading them. 
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1600. It was narrated from 
Fatimah bint Husain that her 
father said: The Prophet |§ said: 
"Whoever was stricken with a 
calamity and when he remembers 
it he says 'Inna lillahi, wa inna 
ilayhi rdji'un. {Truly, to Allah we 
belong and truly, to Him we shall 
return)/ even though it happened 
a long time ago, Allah will record 
for him a reward like that of the 
day it befell him." (Da'if) 
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Chapter 56. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Reward For One Who 
Consoles A Person Afflicted 
By Calamity 

1601. Qais, Abu 'Umarah, the 
freed slave of the Ansar, said: "I 
heard 'Abdullah bin Abu Bakr bin 
Muhammad bin 'Amr bin Hazm 
narrating from his father, from his 
grandfather, that the Prophet jp 
said: 'There is no believer who 
consoles his brother for a 
calamity, but Allah will clothe 
him with garments of honor on 
the Day of Resurrection.' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Consoling means to show sympathy to a calamity stricken person, or to 
the relatives of deceased; relieve them, exhort patience and to talk in such 
a way that lightens the grief. For example saying: May Allah forgive the 
deceased; may He elevate the deceased's status in Paradise; and reward 
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you well for observing patience! 
back etc. 

1602. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah said: "The Messenger 
of Allah jf§ said: 'Whoever 

consoles a person stricken by 
calamity will have a reward equal 
to his/" (Da'if) 


It was Allah's trust that He had taken 
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Chapter 57. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Reward Of One Who (Loses) 

His Child 

1603. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet j§| said: 

"No man who loses three of his 
children will ever enter the Fire, 
except in fulfillment of the oath 
(Of Allah) " [11 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Naturally one loves one's own offspring more; therefore observing patience 
for the death of children has special reward. 

b. The word 'children' includes both the sons and daughters. The reward is 
equal whether sons die or daughters. 

c. This reward is for both the father and mother. 

d. Fulfilling the oath means one will just pass over the bridge over Hell but 
will not enter it. 


This is a reference to “There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell).” ( Maryam 
19:71), i.e., the Sirat or bridge over Hell which everyone will have to Cross over on 
-the Day of Resurrection. ■ 
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1604. 'Utbah bin 'Abd Sulami 
said: "I heard the Messenger of 
Allah S|g say: 'There is no Muslim, 
three of whose children die before 
reaching the age of puberty, but 
they will meet him at the eight 
gates of Paradise and whichever 
one he wants he will enter 
through it.' " ( Sahih ) 
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1605. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Prophet j|§ 
said: "There are no two Muslims 
(mother and father), three of 
whose children die before 
reaching the age of puberty, but 
Allah will admit them to Paradise 
by virtue of His mercy towards 
them." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. No sin is counted against a child before reaching puberty; when a child 
reaches the age of puberty then his/her sins are counted. 

b. The reward for showing patience over the death of children is entry to Paradise, 
e. This reward is for both parents, i.e„ father and mother. 

d. Muslims' dead children will go to Paradise. 


1606, It was narrated from 
'Abdullah that the Messenger of 
Allah g| said: "Whoever sends 
forth three of his children who 
had not reached the age of 
puberty, they will be a strong 
fortification for him against the 
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Fire." Abu Dharr said: "I sent 
forth two." He said: "And two." 
Ubayy bin Ka'b, the chief of the 
reciters, said: "I sent forth one." 
He said: "Even one." ( Da'if) 


: Jll .^1 cJjI Jlii 

jlS 1 Jld 

* • ' 

. : J 1$ . iaj>-lj c~*ai 

^Jdjdl 


# ^ 1VA : ^ 4 4 tj^ 1 * d!I_? s ^ 1 1 ^ 


Chapter 58. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Suffers From A 
Miscarriage 

1607. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah i|§ said: 'A miscarried fetus 
sent before me is dearer to me 
than a horseman whom I leave 
behind." ( Da'if) 
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1608. It was narrated that 'Ali 
said: "The Messenger of Allah g| 
said: "The miscarried fetus will 
plead with his Lord if his parents 
are admitted to Hell. It will be 
said: "O fetus who pleads with 
your Lord! Admit your parents to 
Paradise." So he will drag them 
out with his umbilical cord until 
he admits them to Paradise.'" 
(Da'if) 
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1609. It was narrated from 
Mu'adh bin Jabal that the Prophet 
M said: "By the One in Whose 
Hand is my soul! The miscarried 
fetus will drag his mother by his 
umbilical cord to Paradise, if she 
(was patient and) sought reward 
(for her loss)." (Da' if) 
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Comments: 

A child who will pull his/her mother and take her to Paradise; it will be 
with the mercy and permission of Allah. It means a mother observing 
patience for the death of her child will go to Paradise. 


Chapter 59. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Food That Is Sent To The 
Family Of The Deceased 
1610. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Ja'far said: "When 
news of the death of Ja'far was 
brought, the Messenger of Allah 
3§§ said: 'Prepare food for the 
family of Ja'far, for there has 
come to them that which is 
keeping them busy or something 
which is keeping them busy." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The Battle of Mu'tah took place against the Roman Christian Kingdom in 
Jamadiul-Awwal 8 H (August 629 C E). 

b. It is a responsibility upon the close relatives and neighbors that they should 
make food arrangements for the deceased's family. The people should not 
get together pretending to be guests of the family of the deceased. The 
prohibition of gathering at the house of a bereaved family is coming in 
Hadith 1612. 


1611. Asma' bint 'Umais said: 
"When Ja'far was killed, the 
Messenger of Allah *§g went to his 
family and said: 'The family of 
Ja'far are busy with the matter of 
their deceased, so prepare food 
for them.' " ( Da'if) 

(One of the narrators) 'Abdullah 
said: "That continued to be the 
Sunnah, until innovations were 
introduced, then it was 
abandoned." 
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Comments: 

a. Food should be prepared for the bereaved family and should be served to 
them. 

b. Its real purpose is missed when top class food is prepared, and the people 
compete with each other in preparing food. 


Chapter 60. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Gathering 
With The Family Of The 
Deceased And Preparing 
Food 

1612. It was narrated that Jarir 
bin 'Abdullah Al-Bajali said: "We 
used to think that gathering with 
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the family of the deceased and 
preparing food was a form of 
wailing/' ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 
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An authentic way for condolence according to Sunnah is that whenever a 
person meets any relative of the deceased, he should express condolences or 
if one visits the family of the deceased, after consoling them, he should 
come back and should not sit there for a longer time without any necessity; 
it is against the Sunnah that the relatives and neighbors stay congregated for 
a long time. 


Chapter 61. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Dies In A Strange Land 

4 SU 


1613. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah 4g said: Dying in a strange 
land is martyrdom. " ( Da'if) 
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1614. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr said: "A man 
died in Al-Madinah, and he was 
one of those who were bom in Al- 
Madinah. The Prophet |g offered 
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the funeral prayer for him and 
said: "Would that he had died 
somewhere other than his 
birthplace." A man among the 
people said: "Why, O Messenger 
of Allah?" He said: "If a man dies 
somewhere other than his 
birthplace, a space will be 
measured for him in Paradise (as 
big as the distance) from the place 
where he was bom to the place 
where he died. " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 
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This bounty of Allah is for a believer who dies away from the homeland. It 
is just a favor of Allah about which a person's effort and planning has 
nothing to do. 


Chapter 62. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Dies From A Sickness 
1615. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said: "Whoever dies 
from a sickness dies as a martyr. 
He is protected from the torment 
of the grave and he is granted 
provision from Paradise morning 
and evening." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 


This chain has a narrator Ibn Juraij; he made the mistake, or Ibrahim bin 
Muhammad bin Abi Ata did so. Otherwise this virtue is of a person who 
dies in Jihad guarding the borders of Muslim territories. 
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Chapter 63. The Prohibition 
Of Breaking The Bones Of 
The Deceased 

1616. It was narrated from 
'Aishah that the Messenger of 
Allah i§ said: "Breaking the 
bones of the deceased is like 
breaking his bones when he is 
alive. " (Hasan) 
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1617. It was narrated from Umm 
Salamah that the Prophet : §§. said: 
"Breaking the bones of the 
deceased is, in sin, like breaking 
his bones when he is alive." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 64. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Sickness Of The Messenger 
Of Allah 3# 


J>i 'Ji i\s^ li i-jt* - (It j^jtdl) 
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1618. It was narrated that 
'Ubaidullah bin 'Abdullah said: "I 
asked 'Aishah: 'O mother! Tell me 
about the sickness of the 
Messenger of Allah |g.' She said: 
'He felt pain and started to spit 
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(over his body), and we began to 
compare his spittle to the spittle 
of a person eating raisins. Like a 
person eating raisins and spitting 
out the seeds. He used to go 
around among his wives, but 
when he became ill, he asked 
them permission to let him stay in 
the house of 'Aishah and that 
they should come to him in 
turns/ She said: 'The Messenger 
of Allah |!g entered upon me, 
(supported) between two men, 
with his feet making lines along 
the ground. One of them was 
'Abbas/ I told Ibn 'Abbas this 
Hadith and he said: 'Do you know 
who the other man was whom 
'Aishah did not name? He was 
'Ali bin Abu Talib/ " (Sahiti) 
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Comments: 

a. He |jjg was breathing fast as one blows over something, it was due to his 
suffering from his temperature. The Mother of the Believers 'Aishah %> 
meant by this, an explanation of the Prophet' s suffering from severe illness. 

b. When the Prophet's moving from one home to another became difficult due 
to the severe illness, he stayed at one home with the permission of all his 
wives, and during this period, his wives were given equal opportunity to 
serve him. 

c. This I Judith shows the virtue of ' Aishah that her room was chosen for the 

Prophet's rest and after the death he was buried there. 

d. At the mentioned incident, Fadl bin Abbas Jfi supported the Prophet s§§ 

from one side, and on the other side, was 'Ali for. a little distance, and 

then Usamah 4k supported him for a little distance. 

^1 y y\ 
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1619. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet j|g 
used to seek refuge using the 
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following words: ' Adhhibil~ba's , 
Rabbin-ncts, wash.fi. Antash-shafi, la 
shifa'a ilia shifd'uka, shifa'an la 
yughadiru saqarnan (Take away the 
affliction, O Lord of mankind, and 
grant healing, for You are the 
Healer and there is no healing but 
Your healing, a healing that 
leaves no sickness)/ When the 
Prophet |!§ fell sick with the 
sickness that would be his last, I 
took his hand and wiped it over 
his body and recited these words. 
He withdrew his hand from mine 
and said: 'O Allah, forgive me 
and let me meet the exalted 
companions (i.e., those who 
occupy high positions in 
Paradise)/ Those were the last 
words of his that I heard.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Seeking Allah's refuge with this supplication means the Prophet jjl would 
seek protection against illness and deliverance from Allah with these words. 

b. 'The exalted companions' means the Prophets and the righteous people, 
who died before the Prophet jg, and have entered Paradise, as the 
following Hadith made it clear. 


1620. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: “l heard the 
Messenger of Allah sg| say: 'There 
is no Prophet who fell sick but he 
was given the choice between this 
world and the Hereafter/ She 
said: 'When he became sick with 
the illness that would be his last, 
(Iris voice) became hoarse and I 
heard him say, "In the company 
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of those on whom Allah has 
bestowed His grace, of the 
Prophets, the true believers, the 
martyrs, and the righteous.'" 111 
Then I knew that he had been 
given the choice." (Sahih) 


C't f *S £ - uM 


J-P- <cl 


-dj \ Udj : i—jL 1 1 : i i a>- j>-\ : pjj&ej 

JjL^j ^ JjLai c-l*-x {ji ^y> toAt : ^ 

. *4, Aswf I^XJ A>- X t 1 f ’. ^ 4 40 \ ^ f ^ fc 

Comments: 

a. This illness is the one that happened before the death of the Prophet. It did 
not mean the choice given at every time of sickness. 

b. The Verse that the Prophet recited at this occasion is about the saying 'let 
me meet the exalted companions' which had been explained. 


1621. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The wives of the 
Prophet gathered together and 
not one of them lagged behind. 
Fatimah came, and her gait was 
like that of the Messenger of 
Allah <§|. He said, 'Welcome to 
my daughter.' Then he made her 
sit to Iris left, and he whispered 
something to her, and Fatimah 
wept. Then he whispered 
something to her, and she smiled. 
I said to her: 'What made you 
weep?' She said: 'I will not 
disclose the secret of the 
Messenger of Allah $!§.' I said: 'I 
never saw joy so dose to grief as I 
saw today.' When she wept I said: 
'Did the Messenger of Allah «§§ 
tell you some special words that 
were not for us, then you wept?' 
And I asked her about what he 


tx-. .tf a ax'”? 9 a i x 

‘l y'ji if ‘Vpj if ‘■Ji** if. 

*» X- ^ 

X X x' X* ^ ^ ^ 

:cJli 

Iff p-2 -^! 5^' 

J, a s's ° ? f'* £ St ' a s' **s<t 

*U-d>5 OkS^ Aj*JS> Is 1 >t 3 . fi | y> I 

L ijlii 41)1 J j-d> j 

. £\ % p . <o uj, ^ 

d-Jv>s-vaS • IajL^i . <bLk>li o5Ci 

15 :cJll U :^j oiS .u:f 

U i culii . $§j| 4ii I <J j V cJ5 

cuLSb . o j>~ ^ ^ ^ hlo 1 j 

4JJ l J j ./?:>• 1 ; C-J * j {jt? ^ 

.Jli LU 

• isHl ^ (J j i cJ Ui 


[1J An-Nisa' 4:69. 
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had said. She said: '1 will not 
disclose the secret of the 
Messenger of Allah After he 
had died I asked her what he had 
said, and she said: 'He told me 
that Jibra'il used to review the 
Qur'an with him once each year, 
but he had reviewed it with him 
twice that year, (and he said:) "I 
do not think but that my time is 
near. You will be the first of my 
family to join me, and what a 
good predecessor I am for you." 
So I wept. Then he whispered to 
me and said: "Will you not be 
pleased to be the leader of the 
believing women, or the women 
of this 1 Immah?" So I smiled/" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. This incident took place during the sickness of Allah's Messenger Si; before 
death, when all the other Mothers of the Believers (the wives of the Prophet 
|j§) were present in his service. Shaikh Safiur-Rahman Mubarakpuri said in 
Ar-Rahicj At Mnkhtum, that it happened on the last day of the Prophet's life, 
and he also said that, according to some other narrations, this incident was 
not of the last day, on the contrary it took place on a day during the last 
week of his life. Allah knows best! 

b. This Hadith shows the virtue and nobility of Fatimah whom the Prophet 
HI told a particular secret. 

c. It is according to the Sunnah that those who memorized the Qur'an by heart 
recite to each other, and make arrangement for it, particularly in the month 
of Ramadan. 

d. One should care more for good deeds in one's aged days of life. 


1622. 'Aishah said: "I never saw 
anyone suffer more pain than the 
Messenger of Allah Ig." (Sahih) 
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1623. It was narrated that hlai :ZLi *}i* jZ y\ - VUf 

'Aishah said: "I saw the „, •-• »♦ J 4 . <>< >• j I < 

Messenger of Allah jfg when he ^ ‘ ^*" 1 <^ * - ' “**" '***'* & 

was dying, and there was a bowl f If ,_J <y° Iji 

of water next to him. He put his 

hand in the vessel and. wiped his 0* ^ ^LiJI ( _ r £ 

face with the water, and said: 'O *jj ^ g J^j 

Allah, help me to bear the agonies ^ , 

of death/" (Hasan) f, °A AU «J 
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Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah |g wiped liis wet hand over his face at the last 
moments of life. The most probable reason for it was that he had an 
enormously high temperature during the last days. Also for this reason the 
Prophet m took a bath four days (at night between Thursday and Friday) 
prior to passing away so that the heat of temperature would lessen and he 
would join the congregational prayer, but he was unable to go to the 
mosque due to the severe weakness. 


1624. It was narrated that Zuhri 
heard Anas bin Malik say: "The 
last glance that I had of the 
Messenger of Allah M was when 
he drew back the curtain on 
Monday, and I saw his face as if it 
was a page of the Mushaf 
(Qur'an), and the people were 
praying behind Abu Bakr. He 
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(Abu Bakr) wanted to move, but 
he (the Prophet $H) gestured to 
him to stand firm. Then he let the 
curtain fall, and he died at the 
end of that day." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Anas 4s> told the likeness of the blessed face of Allah's Messenger gf was 
that of a paper. Yellowness and whiteness has prevailed on the face because 
of sickness and weakness rather than the redness. The Prophet's face was 
described similar to the paper of the Noble Qur'an because the paper of the 
Noble Qur'an has great love, respect and reverence in the hearts of the 
believers, and the blessed face of Allah's Messenger was attributed with 
these qualities. 


1625. It was narrated from Umm 
Salamah that the Messenger of 
Allah ig used to say, during the 
illness that would be his last: 
"The prayer; and those whom 
your right hands possess."^ And 
he kept on saying it until his 
tongue could no longer utter any 
words. ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The advice the Messenger of Allah gg gave during the last moments of his 
life was about the rights of Allah and the rights of the people, and both of 
these aspects are very important in Islam. 


1626. It was narrated that Aswad 
said: "They said in 'Aishah's 
presence that 'Ali was appointed 
(by the Prophet si. before he 
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j.e., urging people to adhere to regular prayer, and to treat their slaves (‘those whom 
your right hands possess’) in a kind manner. 
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died)/ 11 and she said: 'When was 
he appointed? He (the Prophet 
HI) was resting against my 
bosom, or in my lap, and he 
called for a basin, then he became 
limp in my lap and died, and I 
did not realize it. So when did he 
5H appoint him?' " ( Sahih ) 


I l js : cJ lii . j j IS ifip ot 
<_/i j 1 (Ji oaS jjJj ?<lJI 

i . : . '.>*-) 1 Jjt'u . c : — hi Ipai v 
i l; h j t cj 




,L <, j ciVtl 

dr° yi-* 1 c>; 


t UL^ < — j L, y >- 1 : 

ls/ a* ITH:^ ‘-ci V 5 ^ u-^ ^ 

. 4, 4Ap '] 


Comments: 

a. It is also one of the forged issues by the Shi' ah sect that the Prophet #| 
appointed 'Ali ^ his successor when he gf was alive, but this claim has no 
strong proof. If this was the case then the Companions would not have to 
discuss the matter of appointing a successor. 

b. One difficulty of death is the physical effect on the body which appears on 
good people too, and the other difficulty is spiritually related to the angels' 
taking the spirit from the body, which does not trouble a good believer. The 
Messenger of Allah H§ felt little discomfort prior to the separation of his 
spirit from the body but the separation of his spirit from the body was 
unperceivable to such an extent that 'Aishah realised it when the spirit 
had already flown to the next world. 


Chapter 65. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Death And Burial Of The 
Prophet it 

1627. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah |g passed 
away, Abu Bakr was with his 
wife, the daughter of Kharijah, in 
villages surrounding Al-Madinah. 
They started to say: 'The Prophet 
■M has not died, rather he has 
been overcome with what used to 
overcome him at the time of 
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^ This Hadith is a proof against the Shi'ah claim that 'Ah 4^> was the rightful caliph 
before Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 'UthmarL 
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Revelation.' Then Abu Bakr came 
and uncovered his (the Prophet's) 
face, kissed him between the eyes 
and said: 'You are too noble 
before Allah for Him to cause you 
to die twice. By Allah, the 
Messenger of Allah j§§ has indeed 
died.' 'Umar was in a comer of 
the mosque saying: 'By Allah, the 
Messenger of Allah |f§ has not 
died and he will never die until 
the hands and feet of most of the 
hypocrites are cut off.' Then Abu 
Bakr stood up, ascended the 
pulpit and said: 'Whoever used to 
worship Allah, Allah is alive and 
will never die. Whoever used to 
worship Muhammad, 
Muhammad is dead. 
"Muhammad is no more than a 
Messenger, and indeed (many) 
Messengers have passed away 
before him. If he dies or is killed, 
will you then turn back on your 
heels (as disbelievers)? And he 
who turns back on his heels, not 
the least harm will he do to Allah; 
and Allah will give reward to 
those who are grateful. '" [1J 
'Umar said: 'It was as if 1 had 
never read (that Verse) before that 
day.'" (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. Abu Bakr 4s regularly used to attend Allah's Messenger lg during the last 
days of his life. He had been taking the responsibility of leading 


(1 1 Al 'Imran 3:144. 
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congregational prayer during the days of illness of Allah's Messenger |g until 
the Fajr prayer on Monday, which was also led by Abu Bakr 4i>- After the Fajr 
prayer on Monday, Abu Bakr went to his home to do something, his home 
was in the outskirts of Al-Madinah at a place called Sunh, where he received 
the sad news of the Prophet's departure to the next life. 

b. The Companions never believed that the Messenger of Allah would not 
die, but in fact they were shocked because of this sudden and shocking 
grief. 

c. This incident states the courage and high status of Abu Bakr 

d. It was also the wisdom of Abu Bakr 4® that he began talking to the people 
rather than arguing with Umar which turned people's attention away 
from Umar, and this matter was tackled easily. 


1628. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "When they wanted 
to dig a grave for the Messenger 
of Allah #g, they sent for Abu 
'Ubaidah bin Jarrah, who used to 
dig graves in the manner of the 
people of Makkah, and they sent 
for Abu Talhah, who used to dig 
graves for the people of Al- 
Madinah, and he used to make a 
niche in the grave. They sent two 
messengers to both of them, and 
they said: 'O Allah, choose what 
is best for Your Messenger/ They 
found Abu Talhah and brought 
him, but they did not find Abu 
'Ubaidah. So he dug a grave with 
a niche for the Messenger of Allah 
3 lg. !1] When they had finished 
preparing him, on Tuesday, he 
was placed on his bed in his 
house. Then the people entered 
upon the Messenger of Allah 3g§ 
in groups and offered the funeral 
prayer for him, and when they 
finished the women entered, and 
when they finished the children 
entered, and no one led the 
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^ Similar preceded under no. 1557. 
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people in offering the funeral 
prayer for the Messenger of Allah 
3H- The Muslims differed 
concerning the place where he 
should be buried. Some said that 
he should be buried in his mosque. 
Others said that he should be 
buried with his Companions. Then 
Abu Bakr said: 'I heard the 
Messenger of Allah jfg say: "No 
Prophet ever passed away but he 
was buried where he died." So 
they lifted up the bed of the 
Messenger of Allah slf on which 
he had died, and dug the grave for 
him, then he || was buried in tire 
middle of Tuesday night. 1 - 1 ' 1 'Ali 
bin Abu Talib, Fadl bin 'Abbas 
and his brother Qutham, and 
Shuqran the freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah gg; went down 
in his grave. Aws bin Khawli, who 
was Abu Laila, said to 'Ali bin Abi 
Talib: 'I adjure you by Allah! Give 
us our share of the Messenger of 
Allah |1§.' So 'Ali said to him: 
'Come down.' Shuqran, his freed 
slave, had taken a QatifaiP 1 which 
the Messenger of Allah #§ used to 
wear. He buried it in his grave and 
said, 'By Allah, no one will ever 
wear it after you.' So it was buried 
with the Messenger of Allah jig." 
(Da'if) 
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i.e., the night following Tuesday. This is what is referred to in the translation as Tuesday 
night’. 

^ A garment made of a velvet or plush material. 
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Comments: 

The sad incident of death of the Allah's Messenger jg has been narrated 
with further details in this Hadith, and the Ahddith 1557 & 1558 have already 
passed. 


1629. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah jgg suffered the 
agonies of death that he suffered, 
Fatimah said: 'O my father, what a 
severe agony!' The Messenger of 
Allah jgf said: 'Your father will 
suffer no more agony after this day. 
There has come to your father that 
which no one can avoid, the death 
that everyone will encounter until 
the Day of Resurrection.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. It is a satisfactory factor for a believer, that after the difficulty of death there 
is comfort forever. 

b. If the relatives feel worried upon observing the condition of one who is 
sick, the sick person should console them, and likewise if the sick is worried 
the visitors should console him. 


1630. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "Fatimah said to 
me: 'O Anas, how did you 
manage to scatter dust on the 
Messenger of Allah £&?' " And 
Thabit narrated to us from Anas 
that Fatimah said: "When the 
Messenger of Allah ^ passed 
away: 'O my father! To Jibra'il we 
announce his death; O my father, 
how much closer he is now to his 
Lord; O my father, the Paradise of 
Firdaws is his abode; O my 
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father, he has answered the call of 
his Lord." (Sahih) 

(One of the narrators) Hammad 
said: "I saw Thabit, when he 
narrated this Hadith, weeping 
until I could see his ribs moving 

up and down." » , 

' . c. 

^ c4jUjj o * 1 .?* ‘r’V tj 

.jL^* [_} ji jdj 

Comments: 

a. The death of Allah's Messenger jgjg was a great tragedy for the Companions, 
about which their grief and sorrow is impossible to judge. The wording of 
Fatimah '%> is also an expression of her grief. 

b. This wording of Fatimah <%> cannot be understood as wailing, and poetic notes 
said at death, because she did not beat her chest like the people of Ignorance, 
neither did she tear her clothes; she in fact expressed her grief privately on her 
own with a low voice, or in the presence of immediate relatives. 

c. The demise of the Prophet 3 g? is an incident that caused a great deal of 
sadness and grief. Therefore it is most inappropriate to celebrate the 12th 
Rabi'ul-Awwal as a day of rejoice. 
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1631. It was narrated that Anas 
said: "On the day when the 
Messenger of Allah j|§ entered Al- 
Madinah, everything was lit up, 
and on the day when he died, 
everything went dark, and no 
sooner had we dusted off our 
hands (after burying him) but we 
felt that our hearts had 
changed."^ (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The arrival of Allah's Messenger s|g in Al-Madinah enlightening the city has 
two meanings; firstly, it is because of the pleasure that the faithful believers 
had a chance to see the Prophet #j, and also because he came to live among 
them; secondly, this enlightenment and pleasure is because of the blessings 


I ] 1 i.e., they felt that their spiritual condition was no longer the same. 
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and bounties sent down upon the people of Al-Madinah, because of the 
reverence of Allah's Messenger Similarly, the demise of Allah's 
Messenger §§ darkens the city of Madinah from both aspects, 
b. 'Our hearts had changed' also means that due to the end of an important 
source, the company of the Prophet j§|, for increasing faith, it was 
impossible for the heart to achieve the same satisfactory status as before; 
despite that, the faith of the Companions was the most perfect and the 
strongest amongst the people of Muhammad Si- 


1632. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "We used to be 
guarded in our speech even with 
our wives at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah g|, fearing 
that Qur'an may be revealed 
amongst us, but when the 
Messenger of Allah died, we 
began to speak freely." (Sahih.) 
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Comments: 


a. It manifests the respect and love of tire Companions for the Noble Prophet 
SH, that they were very mindful, as they would talk to each other. 

b. Faith of the Companions was strong, to such an extent that not only in the 
presence of the Prophet £#, but also being at home and alone they were 
very mindful of their sayings and actions. 


1633. It was narrated that Ubayy 
bin Ka'b said: "We were with the 
Messenger of Allah 4$, and we all 
had a single focus, but when he 
passed away we started to look 
here and there (i.e„ have different 
interests)." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Being attentive to one side in the life of Allah's Messenger |§ means the 
presence of consensus, unity and straightness, and another meaning of it is 
to focus on the matters of Hereafter. Looking here and there means disunity 
in thoughts and in practice, or comparison between the worldly benefits 
and that of the Hereafter. 
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1634, It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah bint Abi Umayyah, the 
wife of the Prophet |g, said: "At 
the time of the Messenger of 
Allah ag|, if a person stood to 
pray, his gaze would not go 
beyond his feet. When the 
Messenger of Allah jjs died, if a 
person stood to pray, his gaze 
would not go beyond the place 
where he put his forehead when 
prostrating. Then Abu Bakr died 
and it was 'Umar (the caliph). So, 
when any person stood to pray 
his gaze would not go beyond the 
Qiblah. Then came the time of 
'Uthman bin 'Affan, and there 
was Fibmh (tribulation, turmoil), 
and the people started to look 
right and left." (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Some Ahadith of Sahih Bukhari point out that if something is in front of a 
person offering prayer and the gaze accidentally goes to it, this is not 
contrary 7 to being humble in prayer. 


1635. It was narrated that Anas 
said: "After the Messenger of 
Allah rg| had died, Abu Bakr said 
to 'Umar: 'Let us go and visit 
Umm Ayman as the Messenger of 
Allah 3 g§ used to visit her.' He 
said: 'When we reached her she 
wept.' They said: 'Why are you 
weeping? What is with Allah is 
better for His Messenger.' She 
said: 'I know that what is with 
Allah is better for His Messenger, 
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but I am weeping because the 
Revelation from heaven has 
ceased/ She moved them to tears 
and they started to weep with 
her." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Umm Ayman %. came from Habashah (Ethiopia). She was a female servant 
of the Prophet's father. She played a great role in the childhood of Allah's 
Messenger if, in bringing him up and looking after him. Later the 
Messenger of Allah g| set her free and married her to Zaid 4#>. 

b. Paying a visit to the righteous people is recommended. 

c. Weeping as one comes to memory, even long after death, is not contrary to 
patience. 

d. It is from the Sunnah to console a sad person. 

e. Revelation is the greatest favor of Allah, by which mankind got guidance to 
the right path, and they achieved deliverance from the chastisement of Hell, 
and were bestowed endless, limitless and enormous favors and high ranks 
of Paradise. 

1636. It was narrated from Aws 
bin Aws that the Messenger of 
Allah 2ft said: 'The best of your 
days is Friday. On it Adam was 
created; on it shall be the 
Nafakhalr} ' 1 on it all creation will 
swoon. So send a great deal of 
blessing upon me on this day, 121 
for your blessing will be 
presented to me/ A man said: "O 
Messenger of Allah! How will our 
blessing be presented to you 
when you have disintegrated?" 

He said: "Allah has forbidden the 
earth to consume the bodies of the 
Prophets." ( Da'if) 


hi The Sur (Trumpet) will be sounded. 

I 2 ! Meaning to say: Attahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad, and the like. 
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1637. It was narrated from Abu- 
Darda' that the Messenger of 
Allah #; said: "Send a great deal 
of blessing upon me on Fridays, 
for it is witnessed by the angels. 
No one sends blessing upon me 
but his blessing will be presented 
to me, until he finishes them." A 
man said: "Even after death?" He 
said: "Even after death, for Allah 
has forbidden the earth to 
consume the bodies of the 
Prophets, so the Prophet of Allah 
is alive and receives provision.'" 
(Da'if) 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


Rules Governing The Fast 

The Chapters On What ^ U (v 

Has Been Narrated " ( 0 pWoij 

Concerning Fasting 


Literally Saum means 'to abstain from something'. 

According to the Shari' ah it is for an adult to abstain from eating, drinking 
and conducting sexual intercourse from dawn until sunset, with the explicit 
intention of worship. 

Fasting is of four types: 

a. The Obligatory Fasts: Such as fasting in the holy month of Ramadan; fasting 
for fulfilling a vow, arid the fasting required for expiation. 

b. The Desirable ( Mustahab ) Fasts: Such as the fasting of Prophet Dawud 1 
i.e., fasting every other day; fasting on the 13th, 14th and 15th of every 
Islamic month; fasting on Monday and Thursday; fasting for the six days of 
Shawwal; fasting on the Day of ' Arafah ; fasting during the first eight days of 
Dhul-Hijjah; fasting on Ashurah; fasting during the inviolable months; and 
fasting during the month of Sha'ban etc. 

c. The Prohibited (Hamm) Fasts: Such as a women observing a voluntary fast 
without her husband's permission as he stays at home; fasting for a day 
prior to Ramadan whilst the commencement of Ramadan is still in doubt; 
fasting on the day of 'Eidul-Fitr, 'Eidul-Adha and the days of Tashritj (the 
three days after the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah); the fasting of a menstruating 
woman and the one with post-natal bleeding. 

d. The Undesirable ( Makrith ) Fasts: Fasting perpetually; fasting just on Friday, 
or only on Saturday, etc. 


Chapter 1. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Virtues Of Fasting 
1638. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah J|g said: "Every good deed 
of the son of Adam will be 
multiplied manifold. A good deed 
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will be multiplied ten times up to 
as many as seven hundred times, 
or as much as Allah w ill s. Allah 
says: 'Except for fasting, which is 
for Me and I shall reward for it. 
He gives up his desire and his 
food for My sake.' The fasting 
person has two joys, one when he 
breaks his fast and another when 
he meets his Lord. The smell that 
comes from the mouth of a fasting 
person is better before Allah than 
the fragrance of musk. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Tlie abundance of rewards depends upon good intention, sincerity and on 
the obedience of the Sunnah. 

b. Only that action is accepted which is performed in seeking the pleasure of 
Allah. 

c. The real benefit of fasting is achieved only when a person abstains from 
fulfilling false desires of the heart, just as one abstains from eating, likewise 
one should abstain from telling lies and backbiting, etc. 

d. A person is pleased at the time of breaking the fast, that with the grace of 
Allah, he/ she had the power to fulfill ones righteous duty. 

e. A fasting person will be pleased on the Last Day because the reward for 
fasting will be more than one shall expect, and also one will gain the 
pleasure of Allah. 

£ Some people hold the view that the fasting person should avoid brushing 
their teeth in the evening so that the pleasant smell for tire sake of Allah 
does not finish, but this view is incorrect, because brushing the teeth will 
remove the smell that is created due to the mouth not being cleaned; not 
the smell created on account of having an empty stomach, which is 
something different, and has nothing to do with brushing the teeth. 


1639. Mutarrif, from the tribe of 
Banu 'Amir bin Sa'sa'ah narrated 
that 'Uthman bin Abul-'As Ath- 
Thaqafi invited him to drink some 
milk that he poured for him. 
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Mutarrif said: "I am fasting." 
'Uthman said: "I heard the 
Messenger of Allah 3f| say: 
'Fasting is a shield against the 
Fire just like the shield of anyone 
of you against fighting/ " ( Sahih ) 


jjj oLkip 

? f K*' ^ , 

J*\Z. 

uct Cr? 

J lid . 4-jiZd y/L <0 Leo 

' V* 

id, J 

* 

(J 1^3 . 

s* 

^ l 

. < £> jhja 

if 

&>■ ^U-^allB ; (JjjSj % 

gg 41)1 J jL'j 


. « jiiai! ja 



^ Jam ^jlp jSi <, ) 'tv /i : ^ L-Jl *>- y>4 o^Lurfj] : 

yil A^>w>J kijjl yi YYVY:^ ^9 ioLol f 

<bi Ji jLJij t J5 yj j>bl 2^i iy~4- : °Uj ‘YiYo:^ 

.UV/t i^LJI ^^1 ijijjb $ t ^Y* ^ yjl 4 i 


Comments: 


a. If one is invited for eating and drinking, it is not necessary to break the 
voluntary fast to accept the invitation. 

b. Telling someone about one's own good deed for justifying something is not 
showing off. 


1640. It was narrated from Sahl 
bin Sa'd that the Prophet jg said: 
"In Paradise there is a gate called 
Rayyan. On the Day of 
Resurrection the call will go out 
saying: 'Where are those who 
used to fast?' Whoever is among 
those who used to fast will enter 
it, and whoever enters it will 
never thirst again." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Rayyan is a door of Paradise which means 'Full with water'. A fasting 
person bears the pang of hunger and thirst, and bearing thirst is harder 
than hunger, therefore, the door appointed for the fasting people is called 
'the door full with water,' or the 'Well-Watered Door'. 

b. Along with the performance of obligatory worship, one should also perform 
voluntary worship proven in the Sunnah, according to one's best capability. 
Taking care of voluntary actions is a source of entering Paradise. 
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Chapter 2. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Virtues Of Ramadan 
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1641. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah ■§§ said: 'Whoever fasts 
Ramadan out of faith and the 
hope of reward will be forgiven 
his previous sins. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

It means the minor sins concerning the rights of Allah. The major sins are 
forgiven after repentance. Sins concerning the rights of people are not 
forgiven until they are either fulfilled or the victim forgives. 


1642. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah g| said: "When the first 
night of Ramadan comes, the 
satans and mischievous jirms are 
chained up, and the gates of the 
Fire are closed, and none of its 
gates are opened. The gates of 
Paradise are opened and none of 
its gates are closed. And a caller 
cries out: 'O seeker of good, 
proceed, O seeker of evil, stop/ 
And Allah has necks (people) 
whom He frees (from the Fire), 
and that happens every day." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Ramadan is a month of good deeds; Allah removes many big obstacles in 
the way to good deeds in this month. 

b. The doors of Paradise are opened and those of Hell are closed, means their 
literal opening and closing. Another possible meaning is that the month of 
Ramadan is given special importance in Muslim society, and the good deeds 
become more attractive so that the Muslims are i aspired to perform a variety 
of good deeds. They make a determined struggle to avoid sins; therefore 
these good deeds are doors to Paradise and the sins are doors to Hell. 

c People being released from Hell on every night during this month is also a 
special honor of Ramadan. After repentance for sins, every person is able to 
secure this honor. 

1643. It was narrated from Jabir ^ y\ y) iil>- - i 1 1 T 

that the Messenger of Allah J|§ 
said: "At every breaking of the ‘ 

fast Allah has people whom He Jj *,jd ijgj J|| ;JU 

frees (from the Fire), and that 
happens every night. " (Hasan) 
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Comments: ■'•f'J V-cV^ 

The honor of being free from Hell can be achieved by fasting sincerely 
according to the Sunnah and repenting for sins. Allah knows best! 
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1644. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "Ramadan began, 
and the Messenger of Allah jit 
said: 'This month has come to 
you, and in it there is a night that 
is better than a thousand months. 
Whoever is deprived of it is 
deprived of all goodness, and no 
one is deprived of its goodness 
except one who is truly 
deprived/" ( Da'if) 


: aJjpt 4 jJj y\ — it 

: Jli dlJU ^ ^1 iSSha yp 4l)lLi!i 
iJjfe 4JJ I (J jJu j J 1x3 . t j j 


ifj . ui 

Vj . { f- dil tyf- If 




V) U', 




y --a ya 4Ja~u^Vl ^3 4>- f-\ [ id i 

(CYV'A:^ 4 \ Y ^ ( £ : ^L-j) jlaL3 iWo 1 .^ 4^Jutj gaISj 4v dt^> 

/Y'lajljjl! fayfj cVTAY*:^ J ^y>j 

.(ur 



The Chapters On Fasting 


477 


cL>- U wjljjt 


Comments: 

a. The most virtuous night of this month is Lailatul-Qadr (the Night of Power) 
mentioned in the Glorious Qur' an, in Chapter Al-Qadr. 

b. A source of achieving die reward of Lailatul-Qadr is making I'tikaf (seclusion 
in the mosque for worship) in the last ten days of Ramadan, as proven from 
the Sunnah. However if a person is unable to make 1'tikdf he/she can still 
secure this degree of reward by performing worship during the nights, and 
particularly during the odd numbered nights. 

c. Spending this one night in worship has the equivalent reward of 
worshiping for more than thirty years, so if a person does not achieve tiiis 
reward simply by being lazy, then it is in fact a great deprivation! 


Chapter 3. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Fasting 
On The Day Of Doubt 
1645. It was narrated that Silah 
bin Zufar said: "We were with 
'Ammar on the day concerning 
which there was some doubt. A 
(roasted) sheep was brought and 
some of the people moved away. 
'Ammar said: 'Whoever is fasting 
on this day has disobeyed Abu 
Qasim «§§.' " (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

a. The day of doubt means the day after the 29th of Sha'ban, when the 
sighting of new crescent is not confirmed. This day in fact is the thirtieth 
day of Sha'ban. 

b. Allah has prescribed a set amount and time scales for obligatory worship. It 
is incorrect to ignore this line between voluntary and obligatory worship. 


1646. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|g forbade anticipating the 
fast by fasting one day before the 
sighting (of the crescent)." ( Da'if) 
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1647. It was narrated from 
Qasim Abu 'Abdur-Rahman that 
he heard Mu'awiyah bin Abu 
Sufyan on the pulpit saying: "The 
Messenger of Allah j|§ used to say 
from the pulpit, before the month 
of Ramadan: 'Fasting will begin 
on such and such a day, but we 
are going to start fasting 
earlier, 1 ' 1 so whoever wants to 
start fasting earlier (i.e., in 
Sha'ban), let him do so, and 
whoever wants to wait until 
Ramadan begins, let him do so/ " 
(Da'if) 


: ^ 1 — i*itv 

iji I (Jus- : jJUCo ^ I j’J* 


l£U 


Xjj Iw “d I I .Up i_si 1 4 ^ I 

J j jl£ : ^ d I 

• d J 1 ^ 4W 1 

.fej \k ^h4=JI» 
. * pti 


AA % ^ t (TV 0 j \ ^ ; j^S') ^="1 a3 1 — .11 : 

JO d^ijj jhU»j ^uj! ^jIp dlS^ idjj 
5-uT J i£y~* 4jls%vdl ^y> U>-l ^yt jd jhJUP>M 01 ^*2 d y* dlp-jj 

tl caA J*£-J (JlpSUl f^r 0 jlijl l j IjU i : cdi 

, i t o * : ^ a a 1 1 edi Sid I 

Comments: 

This Hadith is Weak and it is also contradictory to the Authentic Hadith of 
Abu Hurairah coming ahead, i.e., Hadith 1650. 


Chapter 4. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Joining 
Sha'ban To Ramadan 

1648. It was narrated that Umm 
Salamah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|§ used to join Sha'ban to 
Ramadan." ( Sahih ) 
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i.e., before Ramadan begins because the Prophet #g used to fast a great deal during 
Sha'ban. 
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1649. It was narrated that 
Rabi'ah bin Ghaz asked 'Aishah 
about the fasting of the Messenger 
of Allah i§. She said: "He used to 
fast all of Sha'ban, until he joined 
it to Ramadan." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Fasting for the whole of Sha'ban means observing voluntary fast for most 
days of Sha'ban. 

b. It is best not to observe voluntary fast after the first half of Sha'ban. (See 
Hadith: 1651 ) 

Chapter 5. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Anticipating 
Ramadan By Fasting Before 
It, Except For One Who Has 
A Habitual Pattern Of 
Fasting And It Coincides 
With That 

1650. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 0, said: 'Do not anticipate 
Ramadan by fasting one or two 
days before, except for a man 
who has a habitual pattern of 
fasting, in which case let him 
fast." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. One form of prohibited fasting is one day before the beginning of Ramadan, 
and it is on a day of doubt, whether it is the thirtieth of Sha'ban or the first 
of Ramadan; because, Islamically, the appearance of the new crescent has 
not been confirmed by a witness. It is forbidden to observe fast on this day 
with the intention that if it is proven later to be the first of Ramadan, then it 
will count towards the fasting of Ramadan, otherwise it will be considered 
a voluntary fast. 

b. Another form of fasting a day before Ramadan is that one observes fast 
despite the certainty that Ramadan has yet not begun; thus obligatory and 
non-obligatory combined together which is impermissible. Moreover this 
action apparently is like an addition into the obligatory worship. 


1651. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 'When it is the 
middle of Sha'ban, do not fast 
until Ramadan comes. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

A previously mentioned Hadith indicates the permission of observing some 
fasts before Ramadan. This Hadith explains the situation that when 
Ramadan is near, avoiding the voluntary fasts is better, so that the 
voluntary and obligatory fasts remain distinguished; lest one should get so 
weak that fasts of Ramadan are disrupted. 1 


Chapter 6. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Testimony That One Has 
Seen The Crescent 


(1 •ubull) 


1652. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "A Bedouin came to 
the Prophet jfg. and said: 'I have 
seen the new crescent tonight.' He 
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said: 'Do you bear witness that 
none has the right to be 
worshiped but Allah and that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah 5||?' He said: 'Yes/ He said: 
'Get up, O Bilal, and announce to 
the people that they should fast 
tomorrow.'" ( Da'if ) 

Abu 'Ali said: 111 "This is how it 
was narrated from Walid bin Abu 
Thawr and Hasan bin 'Ali. It was 
also narrated from Hammad bin 
Salamah, but he did not mention 
Ibn 'Abbas. He said: 'And he 
announced that they should 
perform the prayer and that they 
should fast.' " 
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Comments: .*xUJ W\ : £ 

There is a narration in Sunan Abu Damud from 'Abdullah bin 'Umar in 
which he said: "People were struggling to see the new crescent, I told the 
Messenger of Allah jg§ that I had sighted the crescent whereupon the 
Messenger of Allah s§§ himself observed fast, and he also commanded the 
people to fast." ( Sunan Abu Dawud:2342). Shaikh Abdul-Qadir Arnaut 
declared this Hadith as Authentic. It indicates that the testimony of a trusted 
Muslim is sufficient to assure the beginning of Ramadan. 


1653. It was narrated that 'Umair 
bin Anas bin Malik said: "My 
paternal uncles among the Ansar 
who were among the 
Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah jig told me: 'The new 
crescent of Shawwal was covered 
with clouds> so we fasted the next 
day. ’Then some riders came at the 
end of the day and testified to the 
Prophet m that they had seen the 
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1 This is an addition from some of the manuscripts, and it is not clear who this Abu ‘Ali is. 
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new crescent the night before. The , - . e, , •, . e 4 

Messenger of Allah |§| 1*-?^ <-*?. ^ J 4 Ac" 1 * <j sy| <ul 

commanded them to break their . jlil ^ 

fast and to go out to offer the 'Eid 
prayer the following morning/" 

( Sahih ) 


^jA -U*U ^ A t a / . A i i Ojtajj! A^~y>-\ sstw’l] ; 


Comments: 




a. If the news of the appearance of a new crescent is received on the 
afternoon, then the 'Lid prayer will be offered the next day, but the fast of 
the day will come to end immediately after receiving the news. 


b. Sighting the new crescent by the 
reached Al-Madihah after covering ; 
Madinah finished their fast on the 
such a distance. 

Chapter 7. What Was 
Narrated Concerning: "Fast 
WThen You See It (The New 
Crescent) And Stop Fasting 
When You See It." 


nearest city is accepted. The caravan 
i whole day's journey; the people of Al- 
basis of the moon being sighted from 

^ &L>- U 4_jlj - (V 
(V Ij jhi\j 4Ij J ji 


1654. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'When you see the 
new crescent, fast, and when you 
see it, stop fasting. If it is cloudy 
then calculate it (as thirty days)." 
Ibn 'Umar used to fast one day 
before the new crescent was seen. 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. A lunar month begins with the appearance of the new crescent. The night 
on which the moon appears is counted with the following day. 

b. Estimating when it is cloudy, means completing thirty days of fast. As 
another narration's version is 'if it is cloudy then complete the number as 
thirty days of Ramadan/ 

c. Ibn 'Umar fasted a day before Ramadan; possibly it was coincided with 
his routine fasting that accidentally happened on this day. 


1655. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah ;|§ said: "When you see the 
new crescent then fast, and when 
you see it then stop fasting. If it is 
cloudy then fast thirty days." 
(: Sahih ) 
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Chapter 8. What Was 
Narrated Concerning: "The 
Month Is Twenty-Nine 
(Days)." 

1656. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah iH said: 'How much of the 
month has passed?" We said: 
"Twenty-two (days), and there 
are eight left." The Messenger of 
Allah 2H said: "The month is like 
that, and the month is like that, 

(and the month is like that), three 
times, and he withheld one finger 
the last time." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

He demonstrated the counting with ten fingers twice, and a third time with 
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nine fingers, and made it dear that a month is also of twenty-nine days; it is 
not necessarily thirty days. There is no decrease in reward for the fast of a 
month in case of it being twenty-nine days. 


1657. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin Sa'd bin Abu 
Waqqas that his father said; "The 
Messenger of Allah said: "The 
month is like that and like that 
and like that/ and he showed 
nine fingers on the third time to 
indicate twenty-nine." ( Sahik ) 
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1658. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: (The months in 
which) We fasted twenty-nine 
days at the time of the Messenger 
of Allah §|, were more than (the 
months in which) we fasted thirty 
days. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The month of Ramadan came nine times in the life of Allah's Messenger |jg 
after the fasting was made obligatory; because fasting was made an 
obligatory duty in the second year after emigration (2 H) and the Prophet 
had passed away in the third month of the Islamic calendar, Rabiul-Awwal 
before Ramadan, of the eleventh year, after migration (11 H). During this 
period at least five times Ramadan was observed with twenty-nine days. 
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Chapter 9. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Two Months Of ‘Eid 


1659. It was narrated that from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin Abu Bakrah, 
from his father, that the Prophet 
s|g said: "Two months of 'E id 
whose reward cannot be reduced 


\ij j^>~ : SuCdi y JlSs- UjU>- — W o ^ 

j-p y- JU- lllap- * y -bjj 

:■ . 

Cf- ‘felt Of y} if. 



The Chapters On Fasting 


485 




(even if they are twenty-nine 
days): 'Ramadan and Dhul- 
Hijjah." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

This Prophetic statement has been explained with various opinions. 
According to one opinion, this Hadith means even though these months are 
of twenty-nine days, yet in reward and virtues they are great and do not 
consider them inferior. Another meaning of the Hadith is that both months 
of the two 'E id in the same year will not be twenty-nine days. 


1660. It was narrated from Abu 
ilurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah $|| said: "Al-Fitr is the day 
when you break your fast and Al- 
Adha is the day when you offer 
sacrifices." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

'Eid prayer is a collective worship; therefore even if one is doubtful about 
the appearance of new crescent, he should celebrate 'Eid along with the 
general Muslim community. That is why the sighting of a new crescent is 
not conditioned with being seen by a great number of people, rather the 
testimony of two trusted Muslims is sufficient. 


Chapter 10. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Fasting 
While Traveling 

1661. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah <gg fasted while he was 
traveling and he broke his fast," 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

If there is a concern that completing a fast on journey will be hard, fast 
should still be observed; but there is a ruling Iliac if fast is to be expected too 
hard, them it is better to leave the obligatory fast, in this condition the fasting 
is said to be Haram (prohibited), such fasts should be made up afterwards. If 
the journey is easy and observing fast is not hard, then one may even observe 
voluntary fast on a journey as it is apparent from the following Hadith, so the 
fasting of Ramadan on a journey is definitely permissible. 


1662. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "Hamzah Al-Aslami 
asked the Messenger of Allah |||: 

'I am fasting, should I fast while 
traveling?' The Messenger of 
Allah jg| said: 'If you wish, then 
fast, and if you wish, then break 
your fast.' " ( Sahih ) 
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1663. It was narrated that Abu 
Darda' said: "We were with the 
Messenger of Allah #g on one of 
his journeys on a hot day, and it 
was extremely hot. A man would 
put his hand over his head 
because of the intense heat. No 
one among the people was fasting 
except for the Messenger of Allah 
jyf and 'Abdullah bin Rawahah." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It shows that if a person is strong enough then he may fast on a journey 
even with slight difficulty. 


Chapter 11. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Not 
Fasting When Traveling 

1664. It was narrated from Ka'b 
bin 'Asim that the Messenger of 
Allah j§§ said: 'It is not an act of 
righteousness to fast while 
traveling." ( Sahih ) 


> p \>- U dU - (M j*^**Jl) 
01 ttadl) >1)1 J jilaal 


j Jzl J\ ■; Jz y\ G&- - \vu 
^ :Sni y juAi 

... . .. . - t •*,, *■ P. 

o I t <£ j*y 1 t -Uj-jp 

I*^4 >Lp ^ >■ tjbjaJI j>l iajiiI 

Jit > ait Jli : Jli 

. (I >Ul > lZai\ 


^ I L. 1 i f > I LaJ I a^- y*-\ dj L-J] : 

xs- a*I^J> dj t f YT / \ : ;aj dU<u* Caja>- ^ YYoV:^ tyLJl 

. t a^J I jhi I t t \ \ 0 : ^ t j t 1 *1 £ T : ^ i ejj Lird 1 


1665. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'It is not an act of 
righteousness to fast while 
traveling." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Because religion is easy, there is no hardship in it. Therefore accepting just 
hardships and extremities instead of accepting the flexibilities of Shari' ah is 


not a good deed. 

1666. It was narrated from 
'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf that the 
Messenger of Allah j§§ said: 'The 
one who fasts Ramadan while 
traveling is like one who breaks his 
fast when not traveling. " ( Da'if) 
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Abu Ishaq said: "This Hadith is of 
no significance." 
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Chapter 12. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Pregnant And Nursing 
Women Breaking Their Fast 
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1667. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that a man from the 
tribe of Banu ' Abdul- Ashhal, 
while (one narrator) 'Ali bin 
Muhammad said (he was) a man 
from the tribe of Banu 'Abdullah 
bin Ka'b, said: "The cavalry of the 
Messenger of Allah 3 ® attacked 
us, so I came to the Messenger of 
Allah i|§ and he was eating a 
meal. He said: 'Come and eat.' I 
said: T am fasting/ He said: 'Sit 
and I will tell you about fasting. 
Allah has relieved the traveler of 
half of the prayer, and He has 
relieved the traveler, the 
pregnant, and the nursing 
mothers of the duty to fast/ By 
Allah, the Prophet |g said them, 
both, or one of them, and now I 
feel so disappointed that I had not 
eaten of the food of the 
Messenger of Allah jj§." (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. When this event took place. Anas bin Malik Ka'bi had already embraced 
Islam, but his tribe had yet not embraced Islam. 

b. Half of the prayer being forgiven to a traveler means the prayers consisting 
of four obligatory Rak'ah are offered with just two Rak'ah, whereas morning 
and sunset prayers are, even during a journey, offered with the total 
obligatory Rak'ah. 

c. A traveler, or a pregnant or breastfeeding woman are exempt from 
observing fasts, meaning they are not required to fast due to their excuse 
and shall later make these up. 


1668. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jg§ granted a concession to 
pregnant women who fear for 
themselves, allowing them not to 
fast, and to nursing mothers who 
fear for their infants." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The Mother of the Believers, 'Aishah deferred making up the missed 
fasting because of her menses. She was mindful of the Prophet lest the 
Messenger of Allah =§§ had desire of her, and because of her fasting she 
would not be able to avail herself to the Prophet jff. 


Chapter 13. What Was «.LaS U JjU - (\T 

Narrated Concerning Making * _ 

Up For (Fasts Missed) During ( ^' r 

Ramadan 


1669. It was narrated that Abu 
Salamah said: "I heard 'Aishah 
say: 'I used to owe fasts from the 
month of Ramadan, and I would 
not make them up for until 
Sha'ban came/ " ( Sahih ) 
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1670. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "We used to 
menstruate at the time of the 
Prophet” a||, and he would order 
us to make up for the (missed) 
fasts/ " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Menses break the fast, so fasting in these days is prohibited. 

b. If a woman is fasting and menses begin the fast will immediately come to 
an end and this fast will not be counted. 


Chapter 14. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Expiation For One Who 
Breaks The Fast In Ramadan 

1671. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "A man came to 
the Prophet ^ and said: T am 
doomed/ He said: 'Why are you 
doomed?' He said: 'I had 
intercourse with my wife in 
Ramadan/ The Prophet 3§| said: 
'Free a slave/ He said: 'I cannot.' 
He said: 'Fast for two consecutive 
months.' He said: 'I cannot/ He 
said: 'Feed sixty poor persons.' He 
said: 'I cannot/ He said: 'Sit 
down.' So he sat down, and while 
doing so a basketful of dates was 
brought. The Prophet gSg said: 'Go 
and give this in charity.' He said: 
'O Messenger of Allah, by the 
One Who sent you with the truth, 
there is no household between its 
two lava fields (i.e., in AI- 
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Madinah) that is more in need of 
it than us/ He said: 'Then go and 
feed your family/ " ( Sahih ) 
Another chain from Abu 
Hurairah with the additional 
words: "Then he (the Prophet g§) 
said: And fast a day in its place." 
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Comments: 


a. The intentional sexual intercourse in state of fasting breaks the fast, and the 
required expiation becomes compulsory, 

b. If the expiation becomes compulsory in the light of Shari'ali for a poor 
person, because of his mistake, then other Muslims should give him 
financial help so that he/ she can pay the expiation. 

c. 'And fast a day in its place'; Muhammad Fuwad Abdul-Baqi said regarding 
this sentence that Abdul-Jabbar bin 'Umar, a narrator of this chain, is Weak. 
However, only by observing a fast for the replacement of the broken fast 
can one complete the number of fasting of the month. 


1672. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah j§§ said: "Whoever does not 
fast one day in Ramadan without 
having a concession allowing that, 
fasting for a lifetime will not 
make up for that. " ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 15. What Was 
Narrated Concerning One 
Who Breaks His Fast Out Of 
Forgetfulness 

1673. It was narrated from Abu 
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Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah ggj said: 'Whoever eats out 
of forgetfulness, when he is 
fasting, let him complete his 
fast, for it is Allah Who has fed 
him and given him to drink." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Islamic principles always care for the weaknesses of human nature. Being 
forgetful is human nature; therefore Allah did not count the deeds done 
forgetfully as sins. He shows extra mercy for validating a fast despite 
forgetful eating and drinking. This is the meaning of Allah's feeding and 
giving drink. 


1674. It was narrated that Asma' 
bint Abu Bakr said: "We broke 
our fast on a cloudy day at the 
time of the Messenger of Allah |§J, 
then the sun appeared." (Sahih) 

I (one of the narrators) said to 
Hisham: "Were they commanded 
to make up for that day?" He 
said: "It had to be made up." 

(According to Hisham's opinion). ^ | y 
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Chapter 16. What Was 
Narrated Concerning A 
Fasting Person Who Vomits 
1675. It was narrated that Abu 
Masruq said: "I heard Fadalah bin 
'Ubaid Al-Ansari narrating that 
the Prophet ji| came out to them 
on a day when he was fasting. He 
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called for a vessel and drank. We ? 

said: 'O' Messenger of Allah, you * s£r ^ bn 

were fasting today/ He said: 'Yes, Lc-ai 5' j At dl 5 <>Ji ^ t g°l£ 

but I vomited.' " (Sahih) « , ,* __ * " „ '”, r , 
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1676. It was narrated from Abu 
HuTairah that the Prophet 3 f§ said: 
"Whoever unintentionally vomits, 
he does not have to make up for 
the fast, but whoever makes 
himself vomit, has to make up for 
the fast." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

One should not vomit intentionally when fasting, but if one has to do so for 
a valid reason, then the broken fast is to be replaced regardless of whether 
the vomit was little or much. 


Chapter 17. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Tooth Stick And Kohl For 
One Who Is Fasting 
1677. It was narrated from 
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'Aishah that the Messenger of 
Allah j|J said: "One of the best 
actions of the fasting person is 
using the tooth stick. " (Da'if) 
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Comments: 

Using a tooth stick or toothbrush is allowed, it does not affect the fast. 


1678. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah i|§ applied kohl to his eyes 
while he was fasting." ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

It shows that applying kohl does not break the fast; similarly the use of eye 
drops or any other medication put in the eyes will not invalidate the fast. 


Chapter 18. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Cupping For One Who Is 
Fasting 

1679. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah i§| said: 'The cupper and 
the one for whom cupping is 
done both break their fast. " 
(Sahih) 
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1680. It was narrated that 
Thawban said: "I heard the 
Prophet jfg say: 'The cupper and 
the one for whom cupping is 
done both break their fast/" 
(Sahih) 
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1681. It was narrated from Abu 
Qilabah that when Shaddad bin 
Aws was walking with the 
Messenger of Allah *§§ in Al-Baqi', 
he passed by a man who was 
being cupped, after eighteen days 
of the month (of Ramadan) had 
passed. The Messenger of Allah 
IS said: "The cupper and the one 
for whom cupping is done both 
break their fast." (Sahih) 
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1682. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |g had cupping done when 
he was fasting and in Ihram." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

According to Shaikh Albani, may Allah have mercy on him, the mentioned 
Hadith is Authentic with the following wording: "He was cupped while he 
was fasting, and he jg was also cupped in a state of Ihram"; cupping while 
fasting and whilst in the state of Ihram are two separate occasions. It is not 
the case that the cupping took place and the Prophet || was in state of 
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Ihram, at the same time he was fasting too. 
b. Imam Malik stated that cupping for a fasting person is disliked only if it 
weakens him. ( Muwatta Imam Mdlilc.18/32) 

Shaikh Abdul-Qadir Ama'ut said in the footnotes of Jami-ul-Usul (6/4416, 
4417): "The rule that cupping to drain the blood breaks the fast has been 
abrogated." Imam Shawkani (&S discussed this issue with detail, and he 
conclusively said: "These Ahadith can be reconciled that cupping is disliked 
for a person who feels weak after being cupped." I would like to say that 
one should be careful regarding this sort of issue as was the practice of 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar '-Ik Imam Bukhari says: "Ibn U'mar v|a used to have 
cupping while fasting but later he abandoned this practice, and then he 
would have cupping at night, and also Abu Musa 4%> was cupped at night." 


Chapter 19. What Was 
Narrated Concerning A 
Fasting Person Kissing 

1683. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet *|§ 
used to kiss during the month of 
fasting." (Sahih) 
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1684. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah jj§ used to kiss when he 
was fasting, and who among you 
can control his desire as the 
Messenger of Allah used to 
control his desire?" (Sahih) 


^f i<iil £f If <. £Jf 

& M, <iil :JJl» Us\z -f 

b\s U5 tjl diUl ‘JiVj 'jfj 


<_4 LA o< 


,Ll! 


i p-Lw> A>- j>-\ \ 

■*> kr 1 c^: 1 ai _4i 


1685. It was narrated from 
Hafsah that the Messenger of 
Allah j|§ used to kiss when he 
was fasting. (Sahih) 
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dh dl \iai^- (jP 

+ pi ' " 


A*-Ji iy) (y. j^. ^ if ^ *V:^- ; LizA j^LJl < ?LJ l cp_L~* *>- j?A cJ 

. Aj O JA& J 

Comments: 

Sexual intercourse while fasting is strictly prohibited (Hamm); it breaks the 
fast, and expiation becomes compulsory; but any other relation with one's 
wife, other than intercourse does not break fast. 


1686. It was narrated that 
Maimunah, the freed (female) 
slave of the Messenger of Allah 
5§s, said: "The Prophet 3£| was 
asked about a man who kissed his 
wife when they were both fasting. 
He said: 'They have broken their 
fast.'" ( Da'if) 


^ jSb y\ 1 TA*t 

•it) If ‘Jii'd'd If (iri 1}-^' 

"• y A 

ZZ »t>' o * „ * 1 1 *. | » -• *' > 

Cf ‘Ci* 3 - 'Mji C5i' Cf 

» x ? 

it m & & m # 

: JU . oUkjL/? 3 3-> 

A\jg\ 


’ -i Jb^J I 

Chapter 20. What Was 
Narrated About the Fasting 
Person Touching 

1687. It was narrated that 
Ibrahim said: "Al-Aswad and 
Masruq entered upon 'Aishah and 
said: 'Did the Messenger of Allah 
j|| touch (his wife) when he was 
fasting?' She said: 'He used to do 
that, and he was the strongest of 
all of you in controlling his 
desire.'" ( Sahih ) 


j; .J 'i [iwi***a ej 

^ «-L>- \j> cdij - (Y * 

(T < iip«dl). ^UaiJ SjiClJl 

Cia^ :iZJ, J\ & jZ y\ l£U - UAV 

if *dje (jd u. ip J-pLw) 

3 'f* f's-l 

jZt Lj diil <J 0 IS 1 ; ^ Lai . aJljIp 

c)lSj . jl5 ! oils jAj 

. ^SCSsLol 


{jA <La ^ J ^ iLiil (jt <L>Lj C->1> 

. 4j j tf 1 ,'d! /yA 1 1 ' Vr t4j 4-cJj 

Comments: ' ^ ^ 

This permission is for a person who has full control of his desire and will 

dJJ i Jl*P ^ jJl>- iji &Js>~ ~ \ 1AA 

Cy. 5^ "if bia^- 


not violate the principle. 

1688. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "A concession was 
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granted to those who are older t , , , , 

with regard to touching while y" • ^ </• bf 

fasting, but it was disliked on the t £»£j| J ^Udl ^iOJ :JU 

part of those who are younger." “ " ' f 

. <■ — i LLJJ ft > 

^ ^ ^ YVY ft jlip ^>c^> a!j I 

^^0 V * T : ^ t ^Jl5j ^ p-Uap ^ jJU-j 

ftLx^j 4 t Y T A V : ^ ojLi.^1 j^p- Ju>tU j t(£YT‘^3 

Comments: 

a. This difference between an aged and a young person is narrated on the 
authority of Allah's Messenger -|S in Sutian Al-Hayhaqi (4/232). 

b. An aged person generally has more control of his desire than a young man. 


Chapter 21. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Backbiting And Obscene 
Speech While Fasting 

1689. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah |jg said: 'Whoever does not 
give up evil and ignorant speech, 
and acting in accordance with 
that, Allah has no need of his 
giving up his food and drink." 
(Sahih) 

i/ *i jjjll Jjj jj y 

Comments: 


A^kll ^ eL>- U CL>1 j - I'M 
(T 1 iudi) ^UsJd 4^1} 

j-p L5a>- i^Ij jj Idii- — ^ TA4 

bf ‘ tri' y! 0^ ‘tJjW' tie <^1 

°/iS* <>p ‘^1 y- 

dy y* 1 -SH 4ii I dll ijli 

dJ 4>-L»- Sll l4j JXjJIj tjjyJI 

. <uUd? ,yl y 

•d y 1 y 


Abstaining from only eating and drinking is not sufficient to achieve piety, 
but also a mindful and realistic effort is demanded to avoid every kind of 
sin. As we observe fasting, we even abstain from Allah's lawful things; so 
avoiding the things which are already prohibited as Haram in a state of 
fasting becomes even more necessary; so that a believer adopts a habit to 
abandon them permanently. 


1690. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jig said: "There are people 
who fast and get nothing from 
their fast except hunger, and there 


l£U- :g\j y /JO. t&U - m* 
‘ -}ij iji dU.1 y- idjllj! ^ 4)1 
. (J li ‘sjSjSk ^ 1 i ^ I 
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are those who pray and get 
nothing from their prayer but a 
sleepless night. " (Hasan) 


tah, 1 \ t Y 0 . ^ 4 J l g ■ I 

£ Yri / \ 1 t *t 0 t ! ^ 4 Ojl. ^)oU- 


d paid? djj> Jill djij 

i- i' ^ ft 4 >jj -b^' % 

• «^U 1 ^ 4*13 

^ ^UaiJl [j~s- oib-*J] : 

c <u aja~ axp dj 44 , 


Comments: 




a. The good deeds are not accepted without sincerity. 

b. As the visible essentials of worship are necessary, likewise the invisible 
(inner side) conditions like sincerity, love of Allah, fear of Allah, hope from 
Allah etc., are required too; and the apparent deed is of no use without the 
existence of these invisibles. 

1691. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah H said: "When anyone of 
you is fasting, let him not utter 
evil or ignorant speech. If anyone 
speaks to him in an ignorant 
manner, let him say: 'I am 
fasting/" ( Sahih ) 

.y:u 


ifdf ^ - m\ 

[f ‘£^3 yrff If- <.J~LtS\ g£- 4^f 
tap • dd d^/* j dta : dU *j'f ^3 

■ J#>H ^ J ^ ft* ft 0^ 

Jft- 


I J tTo V/X : 4*,b 

. 'i ykzA o y>*Xi 1*js i i o ^ : r- t c i *1 * f : L tSj b'd \ are ls: ^ tie p ^ j 


Comments: 

Ignorance (misbehavior) means an action of fighting and quarreling; it 
means a fasting person should also not be the first to start hostility, and if 
any other person does so, and the fasting person gets angry, the fasting 
person should not be hostile in response, rather he should protect the fast, 
demonstrating forbearance and tolerance to avoid the hostility. 


Chapter 22. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Suhur 
(Predawn Meal Before 
Starting Fast) 

1692. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that the Messenger of 
Allah %£& said: "Eat Suhur, for in 
Suhur there is a blessing. " (Sahih) 


«■!>■ L« 4_jL - (yy j*^**J0 
(YY 

hidl : sjL^- f a.oj-4 — lYtY 
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4 ^*d~~ \ ^ Y V , ^ 4 4^J b>*jl J ' — J Li 1 ^ J .,.9 3 1 4 (_£j l>tj I <4a- jP*- I - 

• <J Jj I J-P ^P tji jl> ^ * *1 0 .* ^ 4 ^tj I ... 4j L^eX^, I J^S Ij J j J I 4_J L 4 ^ L.^1 1 

Comments: 

The reward does not depend merely upon bearing hardship; it is in fact 
confirmed with the obedience to the principles of the Shari' ah. A small and 
easy deed performed according to the Sunnah, is better than the one bigger 
in size and demanding more hardship but contrary to the Sunnah. 

1693. It was narrated from Ibn «l :jlli ^ - mr 

'Abbas that the Prophet i§| said: ^ 

"Seek help by eating Siihur for if ^ ^ ^ : 

fasting that day, and by taking a ^ ^Jj\ ^ dt {/] 

brief rest (at midday) for praying ' •(_ ' , ' 

at night" (Da‘if) f'rf j* : J\J 

Ttn:^- 4 Jx\j i 4 j ylf tUijj- ^y> t Vo /\ : ^bdl a*- [ 4 ob~J] ; 

•A't^ /X : ( _ r *^JdS ^ 0j Si tljijX ^ (ji- Ji*il ^ AaLI tij 4<U] 


Chapter 23. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Delaying Suhur 

1694. It was narrated from Anas 
bin Malik that Zaid bin Thabit 
said: "We ate Suhur with the 
Messenger of Allah «|§ then We 
got up to perform prayer." I said: 
"How long was there between the 
two?" He said: "As long as it 
takes to recite fifty Verses." 

( Sahih ) 

jA 1 ‘It \ : £ 4 ? stCsj jy *- -11 | 

4 1 ... aj 1 J*S j 1 -J ? j 

Comments: 
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j ai t 4 j./?) I 4 UxJ I a?- ^-1 : 

L 4 ^ L ./»! I 4 jJLwoJ 4 Aj 1 I ^ LJL& lLaj Jl>- 

. A 4loaj- (jAp'W:^- 


Although the predawn meal can be taken long before the appearance of 
dawn, but it is better to take it in the last part of the night, a little before the 
dawn. 
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b. Offering morning prayer at its first time is more virtuous. The Messenger of 
Allah jig performed morning prayer a short while after taking the predawn 
meal. 


1695. It was narrated that 
Hudhaifah said: "I ate Suhur with 
the Messenger of Allah 3 §| when it 
was daybreak but the sun had not 
yet risen." [(One of the narrators) 
Abu Ishaq said: "The Hadith of 
Hudhaifah is abrogated and does 
not mean anything."] (Hasan) 


arc- 
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ijJj fj. 
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!• dirvor: 


^ cT'O/a)^.! 
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Viuff t I Ljl Ldli ( 5 ji ,/>\ \ ll>- f~ yA O . A±UUJ U 1 “ V t > 1UU,£ 

. X i a a ; ^ t Lw$^j J 1 a j i. /d l t yfSj 


Comments: 

'The sun had not yet risen' means the daybreak was very near which 
explains delaying the predawn meal to the last time, otherwise eating and 
drinking after daybreak is prohibited according to the consensus. Its proof 
is in the following Verse of the Noble Qur'an: "Eat and drink until the 
white thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the black thread 
(darkness of night)." ( Al-Baqarah : 187) 


1696. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud that the 
Messenger of Allah |g said: "The 
Adhan of Bilal should not prevent 
anyone of you from eating Suhur, 
for he gives the Adhan to alert 
those among you who are asleep, 
and so that anyone who is 
praying can prepare himself for 
fasting, the Fajr does not come in 
this manner, rather it comes in 
this manner and it appears along 
the horizon." ( Sahih ) 


bilk 




if JS ly) j iy. iPh 

f P If bUlld 

• J Is ili| dil J o 1 yj d 1 jIp 

If 6% $bl PZ Sf» 

<. Ijxa ^Sj . J jas jl 
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. <a> ^^*11 0 ki-o *JL>- l y* \ ^ i ^cJ l . . . I ^3 [J 1 <1^ l) Lo 

Comments: 

a. The two Adhan for Fajr are Sunnah ; one Adhan is called before dawn, which 
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is normally called the predawn Adhan-, and the second one is called exactly 
at the appearance of dawn. 

b. It is better to appoint different callers for both Adhan so that the people 
would know which Adhan is being called by recognising the voice. 
'Abdullah bin Umm Maktum ^ was appointed in the mosque of the 
Prophet to call the Adhan for the Morning Prayer. 

c. The Prophet jf§ explained the difference between the false morning and the 
true morning with an indication. The indication he made about the spread 
of light was 'vertical' which means false morning, and the second indication 
was horizontal which indicates the appearance of the true morning (dawn). 


Chapter 24. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Hastening To Break The Fast 


pL>- c-jU ~ ( Y £ 

(U iisxxil) jUaWl 


1697. It was narrated from Sahl 
bin Sa'd that the Prophet |jg said: 
"The people will remain upon 
goodness so long as they hasten 
to break the fast." ( Sahih ) 

^ja 1 * g A : 

Comments: 


j Ljilz ’J, fLi* i&U- - mv 

J\ ^ jijiii Ip :Vii 

^1 <jt Ji if if 

\Jjf u jL A.&I Ji>; Sl» :j/|jt 

. (ijtkivi 


cjUa^Nl <->lj \\ 

... Aj 1 JLS'uj j 1 i 


c r 


Ik.VJ 1 i t 

^ Oi 1 


Hastening in breaking the fast means the fast should be broken immediately 
after the disappearance of the disk of sun, and it should not be delayed in 
the name of extra caution. 


1698. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah )§| said: 'The people will 
remain upon goodness so long as 
they hasten to break the fast. 
Hasten to break the fast, for the 
Jews delay it." (Hasan) 


l£U J\ ^ Jz y\ 
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^ i 0 ♦ /Y I t ^ 
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Comments: 

This Hadith should be a lesson for those who delay breaking the fast in the 
name of extra caution. Who are they following?! 
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Chapter 25. What Has Been 
Narrated Concerning What Is 
Recommended For One To 
Break One's Fast With 
1699. Salman bin 'Amir narrated 
that the Messenger of Allah |g 
said: 'When any one of you 
breaks his fast, let him break it 
with dates. If he cannot find 
dates, then let him break it with 
water, for it is a means of 
purification." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: C ^ sf - J *<*" 


Tamr is a dry date fruit. Breaking fast with a fresh date, other than the dry 
one, is also mentioned in Jdmi At-Tirmidhi , Hadith: 696. 


Chapter 26. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Making 
Fasting Incumbent Upon 
Oneself From The Night Before, 
And Having The Choice (Of 
Breaking A Voluntary Fast) 
During The Day 
1700. It was narrated from 
Hafsah that the Messenger of 
Allah ~li said: 'There is no fast for 
the one who did not make it 
incumbent upon himself from the 
night before. " ( Da'if) 
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V£o£;^ t^*j-^dl ^ AjJ! i_^L t^»lwaJl Ojta jjf [t_a.^.g.,.,^> ©,}ijL*d] ! cj 

t4j ^JLw o*' J^i t^} (2^ Auld^p {£ ill^L Oj^Pj 

^r^'j & p-^bJlj <jjd 4^*^>w3j tVV*i^ 

j>^a]i ^ l ^ E ' 0^ ^ ttiJli ^> w> yyta : ^ t ^ ^V 

. ^ yfi t 

Comments: 

a. This commandment is for an obligatory fast. The intention for a voluntary 
fast may be declared any time in the day; likewise a voluntary fast may be 
broken at any time in the day, and there is no sin for it, as follows in the 
next Hadith. 

b. Some of the scholars consider this to apply to fasting, when making up for 
obligatory fasts, fasting of vows and fasting for making expiation etc. 


1701. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah j|| would enter upon me 
and say: 'Do you have anything 
(any food)?' If we said: 'No/ he 
would say: 'Then I am fasting.' So 
he would continue fasting, then if 
we were given some food, he 
would break his fast." She said: 
"Sometimes he would fast and 
(then) break fast (i.e., combine 
fasting and breaking fast in one 
day)." I said: "How was that?" 
She said: "Like the one who goes 
out with charity (i.e., something 
to give in charity), and he gives 
some away and keeps some." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments; 

Completing a voluntary fast yields reward, and to leave it incomplete is 
also allowed, but in doing so, the person will have no reward. 
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Chapter 27. What Was 
Narrated Concerning A Man 
Who Wakes Up In A State Of 
Sexual Impurity And Wants 
To Fast 

1702. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr Al-Qari said: 
"I heard Abu Hurairah say: 'No, 
by the Lord of the Ka'bah! I did 
not say: "Whoever wakes up in a 
state of sexual impurity (and 
wants to fast) then he must not 
fast." Muhammad $§ said it.'" 
(Sahih) 


U - (Tv 

Jujj jAj 

(TV LLdl) 

j cSZJ, J\ ^ JZ y\ t&U- - W> T 
6 hjUa- : Shi . 1 (jj aLCo 

ui utAh. (Irt Jjh* hf 

:Jli <jj&\ j-jZ* Alii 

- •" c •- 

Lo 1 i j j . V I J jju S jij* L l 

. (t^hilli t j&j t-j^A • eJs lit 


.isu 


^ ^ > 

*X^>CjO 


1 ^ jLJl -t>- ^1 lASj jLi-i T t A /T : a^-1 : gpAj 

y°jj t<ujj yi a>-l jd ^jLJI ^ y ajlj-p- TAT /T 6ril 

Ojijf* tl 61 4 dL”j ajL 

6 -jJbd! jlaj\ i 6 -jasdl Ul* : oh 4 ^^jJI <j* :^b~a ^lj 4^).. ad l ya 

■J*' 

Comments: 


a. This rule lias been abrogated. Abu Hurairah 4^> Used to give this verdict 
until he knew its abrogation. 

b. Eating and drinking is allowed in state of sexual impurity; a woman is 
allowed to prepare food in this state; however making ablution before 
eating, drinking and preparing food is better. (See Hadith: 592, 593) 


1703. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet jg| 
used to spend the night in a state 
of sexual impurity, then Bilal 
would come to him and inform 
him that it is time for prayer. So 
he would get up and have a bath, 
and I would see the water 
dripping from his head, then he 
would go out and I would hear 
his voice during F ajr prayer." 
(Sahih) 

(One of the narrators) Mutarrif 
said: "I said to 'Amir: 'Was that 
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during Ramadan?' He said: 'In 
Ramadan and at other times.' " 


JL^>-I <>- f\ a^Lo(l] : 

• I * ^ 1 — a j if^Y*t 4 ^^Yo:^ t U~J I aitf- a* I dj 4 4, ^oa 

Comments: 

a. It is clear that the Messenger of Allah ig would take a bath after the call to 
the morning prayer; it means there is no harm in being sexually impure for 
a short time while one is fasting. 

b. Mutarrif asked his teacher the above question so that one should not be in 
doubt thinking that the religious law regarding voluntary fasting is lighter than 
that of obligatory fasting. Imam Sha'bi made clear that there is no difference in 
this issue, regardless whether it is obligatory or voluntary fasting. 


1704. It was narrated that Nafi' 
said: "I asked Umm Salamah 
about a man who gets up in the 
morning when he is in a state of 
sexual impurity and wants to fast. 
She said: "The Messenger of Allah 
s|§ used to get up in the morning 
in a state of sexual impurity after 
having intercourse, not from a 
wet dream, then he would take a 
bath and complete his fast."' 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 28. What Was 
Narrated Concerning 
Perpetual Fasting 


^1^45 > *L»- U 4_jU - (YA pAjtJO 
(YA U>cdl) >1)1 


1705. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Shikhkhir that his 
father said: "The Prophet jg said: 
'Whoever fasts continually, he 
neither fasts nor breaks his fast .' " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Violating religious limits in matters of worship is forbidden. 

b. Perpetual fasting is prohibited. 

c. 'Neither fasts nor breaks his fast' means the person neither gains any 
reward for fasting, nor could he relax without fasting. 


1706. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr that the 
Messenger of Allah g§ said: 
"There is no fasting for one who 
fasts continually. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

It confirms that the one who observes fasting permanently, without a break, 
will have no reward for the fast. 


Chapter 29. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Fasting 
Three Days Of Each Month 
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1707. It was narrated from 
'Abdul-Malik bin Minhal, from 
his father, that the Messenger of 
Allah HJ used to enjoin fasting the 
bright days — the thirteenth, 
fourteenth and fifteenth (when the 
moon is full). He said: "It is like 
fasting for a lifetime." ( Da'if) 
Another chain from 'Abdul- 
Malik bin Qatadah bin Malhan 
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Al-Qaisi, from Ms father, from the 
Prophet m with similar wording. 
Ihn Majah said: Shu'bah erred (in 
the name of one of the narrators) 
and Haramam was correct. 
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Comments: 

In the same meaning, other Ahadith are narrated on the authority of Abu 
Dharr and Ibn Abbas t^,. Shaikh Abdul-Qadir Ama'ut declared them Hasan 
in the footnotes of Jdmi‘iil-Usu.1, Hadith: 4474. 


1708. It was narrated from Abu 
Dharr that the Messenger of Allah 
j|§ said: "Whoever fasts three 
days in every month, that is 
fasting for a lifetime.'' Then, in 
testimony of that, Allah revealed: 
"Whoever brings a good deed 
shall have ten times the like 
thereof to Ms credit."'- 1 -' So one 
day is equivalent to ten (in 
reward). (Da'if) 
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1709. It was narrated from 
Mu'adhah Al-'Adawiyyah that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|| used to fast three days of 
each month." I said: "Which were 
they?" She said: "He did not care 
which days they were." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: .... c. 

It is known from this that fasting for any three days of a month is allowed, 
alongside the fasts of three days in the middle of a month. However, it is 
better to observe three fasts for the days of the full moon (13th, 14th and 
15th of lunar month) as the Prophet jf| commanded. 


Chapter 30. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Fasting Of The Prophet 

1710. It was narrated that Abu 
Salamah said: "I asked 'Aishah 
about the fasting of the Prophet 
She said: 'He used to fast until 
we thought he would always fast. 
And he used to not fast until we 
thought he would always not fast. 
I never saw him fast more in any 
month than in Sha'ban. He used 
to fast all of Sha'ban; he used to 
fast all of Sha'ban except a little/ " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Voluntary fasts may be observed in any month of the year. 

b. Observing voluntary fasts perpetually is contrary to the Sunnah. 

e. The performance of voluntary fasts during Sha'ban should be considered to 
be recommended. 
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1711. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |g used to fast until we 
thought he would never stop 
fasting. And he used to not fast 
until we thought he would never 
fast. And he never fasted any 
complete month apart from 
Ramadan, from the time he came 
to Al-Madinah." ( Sahih ) 
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Chapter 31. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Fast Of Dawud, Peace Be 
Upon Him 

1712. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Amr that the 
Messenger of Allah gg said: "The 
most beloved fast to Allah is the 
fast of Dawud, for he used to fast 
one day and not the next. And tire 
most beloved of prayer to Allah is 
the prayer of Dawud; he used to 
sleep half of the night, pray one- 
third of the night and sleep one- 
sixth of the night. " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The method of fasts observed by Prophet Dawud is better, because a 
person fasting according to this method gets an opportunity to fulfill the 
rights of his body, his dependents, and the rights of the people too; 
fulfilling these rights while fasting perpetually becomes almost impossible; 
Observing fast according to the method of Dawud %‘M yields reward for 
Allah' s worship as well as being a regular act of worship which Allah likes 
very much. 
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b. Tahajjud prayer (voluntary night prayer) is allowed in any part of the night, 
however, the abovementioned form is preferred; because it has a good 
balance between the right of Allah and that of the body. 


1713. It was narrated that Abu 
Qatadah said: " Umar bin Khattab 
said: 'O Messenger of Allah! What 
about a person who fasts two 
days and does not fast one day?' 
He said: 'Is anyone able to do 
that?' He said: 'O Messenger of 
Allah! What about a person who 
fasts one day and not the next?' 
He said: 'That is the fast of 
Dawud.' He said: 'What about a 
man who fasts one day and does 
not fast the next two days?' He 
said: 'I wish that I were given the 
ability to do that.' " ( Sahih ) 


^ :VXJ. % - W\r 

y- i jij? j : Jjj yj i Uj>- 

!4)1 J ^ {ji <JU I Jl& 

I J15 j 

!«!}} Jjij \j : JU tliJS (jJajj)) 

1 (Jli Lojj f 

^ y^i ^S” ;<JU cSjfd ilfS® 

1 (J IS j^4j 

. «iui 


a> 




,U1 


; j-UU'i t p .1 . .... 


■gj*“ 


Comments: 


a. The Messenger of Allah j§| disliked routine voluntary fasting for two days 
with the break of a day (i.e., third day); for the Prophet 0 knew that this 
routine is hard for general people; the mentioned routine is prohibited for a 
person who adopts the exaggerated way which is unacceptable. 

b. The Prophet 0 liked the other two methods mentioned in the Hadith, so 
they are allowed. 

c. The Prophet jg expressed his desire to practice the third way for voluntary 
fasting (fasting for a day with the break of two days); but it was quite hard 
for the Messenger of Allah i§ to practice this routine due to his many 
activities. Therefore a person should adopt such a reasonable routine for 
voluntary worship that does not jeopardise the fulfillment of his other 
obligations. 


Chapter 32. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Fast Of Nuh, Peace Be Upon 
Him 

1714. It was narrated from Abu 
Firas that he heard 'Abdullah bin 
'Amr say: "I heard the Messenger 
of Allah : Mj say: '(Prophet) Nuh 
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Day of iFifr and the Day of S ^ jy^- & & 
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Chapter 33. Fasting Six Days o* fW^ ~ p-****^) 

Of Shawwal " (yy j^t) 

1715. It was narrated from ^ ^Li* CSjU- - Wla 

Thawban, the freed slave of the ,,, __ __ 

Messenger of Allah gji, that the • •**» 

Messenger of Allah 0 said: : J\| ^U4Jl OjUdl *jl 

■"Whoever fasts six days after the 
Fifr will have completed the year, 
for whoever does a good deed 
will have the reward of ten like 
it." (S ahih) 
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Comments: 

According to many of the scholars it is not necessary to begin these fasts 
immediately after 'E id, and also observing them successively is not 
compulsory, however, it is easier to fast soon after ‘E id. 


1716. It was narrated from Abu 
Ayyub that the Messenger of 
Allah g§ said: "Whoever fasts 
Ramadan then follows it with six 
days of Shawwal, it is as if he 
fasted for a lifetime. " (Sahih) 


jte 'o£U £ yz && - wn 


u* 


O* ‘•yy O'. i» 


Ramadan then follows it with six A ,, f . - a • 

days of Shawwal, it is as if he ** * °* ^ 

fasted for a lifetime. " (Sahih) cu»j Jiit p jUi=j :^'4l 

. K ^ 1 . 1) jj-o 

IpLjI cjlj-i jjjO 41**< I— C . L p j,.. v <a 1 I 


The Chapters On Fasting 


513 


fb- la 


J> (*ji ij - ( ri f***-*^ 
(V t 4&\ 

; j*’ L^J ) ^ j Cy ^ u * s * cji — ^ V W 

if ^ f 

^\ Jl oililii if y ,y, ji^A 

-' - - f -- - 

ells -ijis Jjj.A>iJI ^p c^Lp 


Chapter 34. Fasting One Day 
In The Cause Of Allah 

1717. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the 
Messenger of Allah #; said: 

"Whoever fasts one day in the 
cause of Allah, Allah will keep the 
Fire away from his face the 
distance of seventy autumns j i L.}! »Lb :i|§ <uil <3^5 
(years) for that day. " (Sahih) , t „ „ 
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Comments: * ^ 

a. Whatever deed is performed with sincerity, then it is in tire 'cause of Allah.' 

b. The likeness of a 70 year journey is given to explain the distance for this 
journey. 

1718. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah i| said: "Whoever fasts one 
day for the sake of Allah, Allah 
will move his face away from the 
Fire a distance of seventy 
autumns (years). " ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 35. What Was 
Narrated Concerning The 
Prohibition Of Fasting On 
The Days Of Tashriq 

1719. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
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Allah #; said: "The days of Mina 
(11th, 12th and 13th of Dhul- 
Hijjah) are days of eating and 
drinking.'" (Hasan) 


:JU fjif >) f C-uI-l If ‘■Jjf 

Jsl fd 4 il Jli 

- Vj^J 


^ 0 y ^ * C. 4 ^ ^ <_s^ ■ gis** 

jlftjSn ^ US' {y jAj t lA>- o jJ5^ 3j^ <j 

. o ^ j~*JJ o jjLioJi 


1720. It was narrated from Bishr 
bin Suhaim that the Messenger of 
Allah «§§ delivered a sermon on 
the days of Tashriq (11th, 12th and 
13th of Dhul-Hijjah) and said: 
"No one will enter Paradise but a 
Muslim soul, and these days are 
the days of eating and drinking." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. The days of Tashriq are three days after the main day of 'Eidul-Adha i.e., the 
11th, 12th and 13th of Dhul-Hijjah. 

b. Fasting during the days of Tashriq is prohibited because it is contrary to the 
joy of 'E id. 

c. A person who performs Hajj TamattiT and cannot afford a sacrificial animal, 
is allowed to fast during the days of Tashriq. 


Chapter 36. The Prohibition 
Of Fasting The Day Of Fitr 
And The Day Of Adha 
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1721. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed that the Messenger of 
Allah #; forbade fasting on the 
Day of Fitr and the Day of Adha. 
(Sahih) 
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1722. It was narrated that Abu 
'Ubaid said: "I was present for 
'E id with 'Umar bin Khattab. He 
started with the prayer before the 
sermon, and said: 'The Messenger 
of Allah m forbade fasting on 
these two days, the Day of Fitr 
and the Day of Adha. As for the 
Day of Fitr, it is the day when 
you break your fast, and on the 
Day of Adha you eat the meat of 
your sacrifices.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


a. The sermon of ‘Fid is delivered after the 'E id prayer. 

b. The contents of the 'E id sermon should be about the Issues of 'E id. 

c. Fasting on the days of both the'Eid is prohibited. 

d. As sacrificing an animal is an execution of Allah's command, likewise 
eating at least some meat of the sacrificial animal is also a demonstration of 
one's gratefulness for Allah's favor. 


Chapter 37. Fasting On A 
Friday 

1723. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah |jj forbade fasting on a 
Friday unless it (is joined to) the 
day before or the day after." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 


a. Friday is a weekly ' Eid of Muslims. Therefore fasting on Friday only, from 
the aspect of its being ’Eid, resembles fasting the day of ‘Bid. 

b. Fasting on Thursday is recommended by the Sunnah as follows in Hadith 
1739 and 1740. Friday's fast combining with that of Thursday or Saturday 
becomes permissible too. 


1724. It was narrated that 
Muhammad bin 'Abbad bin Ja'far 
said: "While I was circum- 
ambulating the House, I asked 
Jabir bin 'Abdullah: 'Did the 
Prophet tg| forbid fasting on a 
Friday?' He said: 'Yes, by the 
Lord of this House.' " ( Sahih ) 
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a. Taking an oath by the Name of Allah's creatures is prohibited. But there is 
no harm if the mention of Allah's Name is attributed to that thing, for 
example: instead of swearing by the Ka'bah, one should swear by the Lord 
of Ka'bah. 


b. Taking an oath for emphasising something is allowed, but frequently taking 
an oath without a need is not a good habit, and taking a false oath is a 


major sin. 

1725. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: "I 
rarely saw the Messenger of Allah 
St not fasting on a Friday." 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

This Hadith is not contradictory to the previous Ahddith, because if the 
Messenger of Allah^ fasted on Friday, he would have definitely observed 
fast on Thursday or Saturday. 
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Chapter 38. What Was 
Narrated Concerning Fasting 
On A Saturday 

1726. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin Busr that the 
Messenger of Allah s§| said: "Do 
not fast on Saturdays apart from 
days when you are obliged to 
fast. If anyone of you cannot find 
anything other than grape stalks 
or the bark of a tree, let him suck 
on it." (Hasan) 

Another chain from 'Abdullah 
bin Busr, from his sister who said: 
"The Messenger of Allah s|§ said," 
and he mentioned similarly. 
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Comments: 

This also proves the prohibition of fasting on Saturday alone; when 
observing obligatory fasts, this day comes too, but it is not the same as 
fasting of Saturday only. 


Chapter 39. Fasting The 
(First) Ten Days (Of Dhul- 
Hijjah) 

1727. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah : i§ said: "There are no days 
during which righteous deeds are 
more beloved to Allah than these 
days," meaning the (first) ten 
days of Dhul-Hijjah. They said: 
"O Messenger of Allah! Not even 
Jihad in the cause of Allah?" He 
said: "Not even Jihad in the cause 
of Allah, unless a man goes out 
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with himself and his wealth and 
does not bring anything back." 

(Sahih) . tiiji 

*\*\*\!^ ^IjI ^ jZ >~ ! I gJjJw 

. ‘Kj ^ I 0 l <H .l it > 

Comments: 

a. The best days after the sacred month of Ramadan are the first ten days of 
Dhul-Hijjah. 

b. Fasting for the first nine days of Dhul-Hijjah is from the best among the 
voluntary fasting; and fasting on the ninth of Dhul-Hijjah is the best among 
these nine days. 

c. Jihad is a better form of worship than other good deeds. 


( Ui dU j a~Jl> J*-j "ill .41 J-J. 


1728. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah iH said: "There are no days 
in this world during which 
worship is more beloved to Allah, 
Glorious is He, than the (first) ten 
days (of Dhul-Hijjah). Fasting one 
of these days is equivalent to 
fasting for a year, and one night 
of them is equal to Lailatul-Qadr." 
(Da'if) 
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Comments: 


1729. It was narrated from 
Aswad that 'Aishah said: "I never 
saw the Messenger of Allah jig 
fasting the (first) ten days (of 
Dhul-Hijjah)." (Sahih) 


Perhaps the Mother of the Believers, may Allah be pleased with her, did not 
have information that the Prophet jU observed fast on these days; however 
the Mother of the Believers herself observed fast on the Day of ‘Arafah. Her 
fasting on the Day of ' Arafah showed that later, she learned the significance 
of this fast from other male or female Companions. 
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Chapter 40. Fasting The Day 
Of ' Arafah 


> Lj — (t * 
” (t* iUull) 


1730. It was narrated from Abu 
Qatadah that the Messenger of 
Allah Ig said: "Fasting on the 
Day of 'Arafah, I hope from Allah, 
expiates for the sins of the year 
before and the year after, " 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The forgiveness of sms in these Ahadith generally means the forgiveness of 
minor sins; and due to the sincere intention, perhaps the major sins are 
forgiven too. Also the date of 'Arafah (the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah) depends upon 
the sighting of new crescent. 


1731. It was narrated that 
Qatadah bin Numan said: "I 
heard the Messenger of Allah jfi 
say: 'Whoever fasts the Day of 
'Arafah, his sins of the previous 
and following year will be 
forgiven.'" ( Da'if) 
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1732. It was narrated that 
'Ikrimah said: "I entered upon 
Abu Hurairah in his house and 
asked him about fasting the Day 
of ‘Arafah at 'Arafat. Abu 
Hurairah said: 'The Messenger of 
Allah jf§ forbade fasting the Day 
of 'Arafah at 'Arafat.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

The Messenger of Allah $g| did not fast on the Day of ' Arafah at the Farewell 
Hajj. (Sahih Bukhari : 1988]' 


Chapter 41. Fasting The Day 
Of 'Ashura' 

1733. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah £gj used to fast 'Ashura’, and 
he ordered (others) to fast It top." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

' Ashura ' means the 10th of Muharram. 

1734. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Abbas said: "The Prophet 
came to Al-Madinah, and he 
found the Jews observing a fast. 
He said: 'What is this?' They said: 
'This is the day when Allah saved 
Musa and drowned Pharaoh, so 
Musa fasted this day in gratitude.' 
The Messenger of Allah fg, said: 
'We have more right to Musa 
than you do.' So he fasted (that 
day) and enjoined (others) to fast 
it also.' " (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. 'We have more right to Musa than you' means of the pleasure that Musa 

SSSl had because of the destruction of Pharaoh, we also share this pleasure. 

b. Performing worship to express gratitude to Allah was also legal in the 
previous nations; prostration of gratefulness, offering prayer for 
gratefulness, fasting for gratefulness and giving in charity, are legal in our 
Shari' ah too. 


1735. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin Saifi that the 
Messenger of Allah jf, said to us 
on the Day of 'Ashura': "Has 
anyone among you eaten today?" 

We said: "Some of us have eaten 
and some of us have not." He 
said: "Complete the rest of your 
day (i.e., do not eat for the rest of 
the day), whoever has eaten and 
whoever has not eaten. And send 
word to the people of the suburbs 
to complete the rest of their day." 

He was referring to the people of 
the suburbs around Al-Madinah. 

{Sahih) 

tyi j! hi. t i /i : ^yLaJl <&- y>-\ cjludl : gjy*; 
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Comments: 

Fasting for Ashura' (the 10th of Muharram) is desirable. However according 
to other Ahadith fasting on the 10th of Muharram alone is not allowed; one 
should fast the 9th or 11th of Muharram along with the 10th. 
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1736. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah gg said: "If I live until next 
year, I will fast the ninth day (of 
Muharram) too. " (Sahih) 

Abu 'Ali said: "It was reported 
by Ahmad bin Yunus from Ibn 
Abu Dhi'b. He added in it: 
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'Fearing that he may have missed 
'Ashura '.' " 
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Comments: 

Fasting on the 9th of Muharram means the Prophet j* intended to fast on 
the 10th of Muharram along with the 9th, to make distinction from the fast 
of people of the Book, and to have the reward for fasting on the best day 
too. 


1737. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar that the Day 
of ' Ashura ’ was mentioned in the 
presence of the Messenger of 
Allah s|g. The Messenger of Allah 
?J 5 , said: "That was a day when 
the people of the Ignorance used 
to fast. So whoever among you 
wants to fast may do so, and 
whoever does not want to may 
leave it." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It indicates that this fast is not obligatory; nevertheless it is definitely a 
matter of great reward. 


1738. It was narrated from Abu 
Qatadah that the Messenger of 
Allah #| said: "Fasting the day of 
'Ashura', I hope, will expiate for 
the sins of the previous year." 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 42. Fasting On 
Mondays And Thursdays 

1739. It was narrated from 
Rabi'ah bin Ghaz that he asked 
'Aishah about the fasting of the 
Messenger of Allah gj§. She said; 
"He used to make sure he fasted 
on Mondays and Thursdays." 
(Sahifi) 
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Comments: 

Being mindful of the fasting in these particular days, means he would fast 
enthusiastically, and he was determined not to leave the fast of these days. 
What was the reason of having been so mindful? It is explained in the 
following Hadith. 


1740. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet jg used 
to fast on Mondays and 
Thursdays. It was said: "O 
Messenger of Allah, why do you 
fast on Mondays and 
Thursdays?" He said: "On 
Mondays and Thursdays Allah 
forgives every Muslim except two 
who have forsaken one another. 
He says: 'Leave these two until 
they reconcile.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. Voluntary fasting on Monday and Thursday should be observed. 

b. Fasting is a great good deed whose blessing gives more hope for 
forgiveness. 

c. Muslims being angry with each other without a reason is a big sin. 

d. Showing anger due to a religious reason, and for the admonishment of 
one's family does not come under the warning mentioned in the Hadith. 


Chapter 43. Fasting During 
The Sacred Months 

1741. It was narrated from Abu 
Mujibah Al-Bahil that his father 
or, his paternal uncle, said: "I 
came to the Prophet sg| and said: 
'O Prophet of Allah, I am the man 
who came to you last year/ He 
said: 'Why do I see your body so 
thin (and weak)?' He said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah! I do not eat 
during the day; I only eat at 
night.' He said: 'Who commanded 
you to punish yourself?' I said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah! I am strong 
enough.' He said: 'Fast the month 
of patience 11 1 and one day after 
it.' I said: 'I am strong enough (to 
do more).' He said: 'Fast the 
month of patience and two days 
after it.' I said: 'I am strong 
enough (to do more).' He said: 
'Fast the month of patience and 
three days after it, and fast the 
sacred months .' " ( Da'if) 
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Comments: 

The following are the inviolable sacred months: Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah, 
Muharram and Rajab. 


M It is the month of Ramadan (Sindi). 
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1742. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "A man came to 
the Prophet and said: 'Which 
fasting is best after the month of 
Ramadan?' He said: "The month 
of Allah which is called 
Muharram/" (Sahih) 
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Comments: 


Calling Muharram a month of Allah, is to express its virtues and 
significance, like: the House of Allah, Female Camel of Allah, and the Word 
of Allah; the purpose of attribution of these to Allah is to express their 
virtues and significance. 

1743. It was narrated from 
'Abbas that the Prophet i|§ Zi- y jf} '-<&Z ji 

forbade fasting Rajah (Da'?/) „ ,, « • 
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1744. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin Ibrahim that 
Usamah bin Zaid used to fast the 
sacred months. The Messenger of 
Allah m said to him: "Fast 
Shawwal." So he forsook the 
sacred months and he continued 
to fast Shawwal until he died. 
(Da' if) 


■cjA'bl.s 
QlZ i r t&\ 


jjJ ' 


i_> JlPt-M a 


bfi*. - Wit 


4il jIp 

<LaLSl (1) 1 1 jr^), 

<J J Ul . I i ^ *}i J Oi ^ 

. o u V i ^ j-ij J ji ^5 ■ j* i 

. iab ^ j*+ps >- {ji *Xw<i 


The Chapters On Fasting 


526 


p U w fl M l _ ? iS sb» la 


Chapter 44. Fasting Is The 
Zakat Of The Body 


ZiS'j j> j) ■ /?! ! ^ l uIj — (it 
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1745. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah iH said: "For everything 
there is Zakat and the Zakat of the 
body is fasting. " (Da' if) 

(A narrator in one of the chains) 
Muhriz added in his narration: 
"And the Messenger of Allah m 
said: 'Fasting is half of patience.' " 
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Chapter 45. Concerning The 
Reward Of The One Who 
Gives Food For A Fasting 
Person To Break His Fast 

1746. It was narrated from Zaid 
bin Khalid Al-Juhani that the 
Messenger of Allah |)| said: 
"Whoever gives food for a fasting 
person to break his fast, he will 
have a reward like theirs, without 
that detracting from their reward 
in the slightest. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


a. Making arrangement for a fasting person to break fast is a great virtue. 

b. The provision made for a fasting person to break fast can be anything 
feeding to the full is not necessary; if one does so it will have extra reward. 
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1747. It was narrated that 
'Abdullah bin Zubair said: "The 
Messenger of Allah sg| broke his 
fast with Sa'd bin Mu'adh and 
said: 'Aftara 'indakumus-saimun , 
wa akala ta'amakumul-abrar , wa 
sallat 'alaikumul-mala'ikah (May 
fasting people break their fast 
with you, may the righteous eat 
your food, and may the angels 
send blessing upon you)." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The guest should supplicate for the host after eating. The best way to make the 
supplication is to utter the above mentioned words from the Sunnah, 

Chapter 46. Concerning The til *jUal! ^ : JjU - (tl j^wJl) 
Fasting Person When Others ' * * 

Are Eating In His Presence 

1748. It was narrated that Umm 
'Umarah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah 3H came to us and we 
brought food for him. Some of 
those who were with him were 
fasting, and the Messenger of 
Allah |§ said: Tf food is eaten in 
the presence of one who is 
fasting, the angels send blessing 
upon him/ " (Hasan) 
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1749. It was narrated from 
Sulaiman bin Buraidah that his 
father said: "The Messenger of 
Allah s|J said to Bilal: 'Come and 
eat, O Bilal.' He said: 'I am 
fasting/ The Messenger of Allah 
H said: 'We are eating our 
provision, but most of Bilal's 
provision is in Paradise. Do you 
realize, O Bilal, that the bones of 
the fasting person glorify Allah 
and the angels pray for 
forgiveness for him so long as 
food is eaten in front of him?'" 
{Maudu') 
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Chapter 47. One Who Is 
Invited To Eat When He Is 
Fasting 

1750. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet #; said: 
"If anyone of you is invited to eat 
when he is fasting let him say: 'I 
am fasting.' " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

If a person observing voluntary fasting is invited for food, he is allowed to 
break the fast to accept the invitation, and may join the food, and also, he 
may forward an excuse for not attending the food. 
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pUtfStH £,\^> U» t_ jIjjI 


1751. It was narrated from Jabir 
that the Messenger of Allah jp 
said: "Whoever is invited to eat 
when he is fasting, let him accept 
the invitation; and if he wants let 
him eat, and if he wants let him 
not eat. " ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 


‘C l 


KJI 


•fW *>rj >- 1 : 


A person while fasting may accept the invitation and visit the host's home; 
because his/her just being there will be a pleasure for the host family, and 
it will assure that not joining in the food is not because of any anger. 


Chapter 48. 'The Supplication y ^ - (* A ^*Ji) 

Of The Fasting Person Is Not V * ' U ,, i y 

Turned Back' OA -u>cJl) sj» 


1752. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah |j§ said: "There are three 
whose supplications are not turned 
back: A just ruler, and a fasting 
person until he breaks his fast. 
And, the supplication of one who 
has been wronged is raised by 
Allah up to the clouds on the Day 
of Resurrection, and the gates of 
heaven axe opened for it, and Allah 
says, 'By My might I will help you 
(against the wrongdoer) even if it is 
after a while.' " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

a. The moment of breaking the fast is a time for the acceptance of 
supplication, so it is appropriate to supplicate for oneself> for the family and 
friends, and to ask for goodness, blessings and the fulfillment of needs. 
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b. Refraining from oppression is extremely necessary, the Prophet $g§ said, 
"The oppression will become dark on the Day of Judgement." 


1753. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Ami bin 'As that 
the Messenger of Allah 2jj| said: 
"When the fasting person breaks 
his fast, his supplication is not 
turned back." (Hasan) 

(One of the narrators) Ibn Abi 
Mulaikah said: "When he broke 
his fast, I heard 'Abdullah bin 
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'Amr say: 'O Allah! I ask You by 
Your mercy, which encompasses 
all things, to forgive me/" 
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Chapter 49. Eating Before 
Going Out On The Day Of 
Fitr 

1754. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Prophet tM 
would not go out on the Day of 
Fitr until he had eaten some 
dates." ( Sahih ) 


^ o V* : ^ <> I j\sa\ I ja 


1755. It was narrated that Ibn 
'Umar said: "The Prophet jg 
would not go out on the Day of 
Fitr until he had given his 
Companions some of the charity 
of Fitr to eat." ( Da'if) 
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1756. It was narrated from Ibn 
Buraidah from his father, that the 
Messenger of Allah j§| would not 
go out on the Day of Fitr until he 
had eaten, and he would not eat 
on the Day of Nahr (the day of 
sacrifice) until he came back. 
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Comments: 

a. It is Sunnah not to eat before the 'E id prayer on the day of 'Eidul-Adha. 

B. The people name this avoidance as fasting, which is wrong. 


Chapter 50. One Who Dies 
Owing A Fast From Ramadan 
Which He Neglected 

1757. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that the Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'Whoever dies 
owing the fasts of a month, one 
poor person should be fed on his 
behalf for each day. " (Da' if) 

VYA.'q tDjUSili pt^-U 4 -jL i ^ya}\ 
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Comments: L_ 

Imam Tirmidhi said regarding this Hadith, that this is the verdict of 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar only, and of it being a statement of Allah's Messenger 
3 §j; it is not reported through an authentic chain. (Jami ' At-Tirmidhi: 718) 

‘fSe-j ol® l j* i — ’h - (M 
(oY jdj 


Chapter 51. One Who Dies 
Owing A Fast That He Vowed 
To Observe 


1758. It was narrated that Ibn f\ lutjci- - IVaA 
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'Abbas said: "A woman came to 
the Prophet |jg and said: 'O 
Messenger of Allah, my sister has 
died and she owed a fast of two 
consecutive months/ He said: 'Do 
you not think that if your sister 
owed a debt, you would pay it off 
for her?' She said: 'Of course/ He 
said: 'The right of Allah is 
greater/" ( Saliih ) 
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1759. It was narrated from Ibn 
Buraidah that his father said: "A 
woman came to the Prophet f§§ 
and said: 'O Messenger of Allah, 
my mother has died and she 
owed a fast. Should I fast on her 
behalf?' He said: 'Yes.'" ( Sahih ) 

if io-J! if- c_d'i 


is- £jJ- f *Jfj - W«t 

tjtkp ^ 4lil Xf f- cjl/ii ^c- 

JUI^t o?l£ i <J li t s 
ciu J>\ bt !.4t b : ollii |f§ ^]l 
. : Jl» ? I^ip hi 1 L^Jpj 

<— >\j f-\ : 

. vrat ; r (jijjJiAp 


Comments: 

a. If there are fasts due from the deceased, the relatives are allowed to make 
up for the fasts on their behalf. 

b. Other types of worship, like prayer, for cannot by exemplified with the 
issue of making up for missed fasting for the deceased, because exact 
wording or example for worship is necessarily required from the Shari'ah. 
Only those matters of worship can be performed by a substitute in which 
appointing a substitute is supported by the Hadith, otherwise one should 
keep quiet, and should only do what the Shari'ah says. 


Chapter 52. One Who 
Becomes Muslim During The 
Month Of Ramadan 

1760. It was narrated that 
'Atiyyah bin Sufyan bin 
'Abdullah bin Rabi'ah said: "Our 
delegation who went to the 
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Messenger of Allah j|t to 
announce the Islam of Thaqif told 
us that they came to him in 
Ramadan. He set up a tent for 
them in the mosque, and when 
they became Muslim, they fasted 
what was left of the month.” 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 53. A Woman Who 
Fasts Without The Permission 
Of Her Husband 


olj-gJI ! cpL — (oT 

(or i 6 >uii) d>M JfS. 


1761. It Was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet i§ said: 
"When her husband is present, no 
woman should fast any day apart 
from the month of Ramadan 
without his permission.” {Sahib) 


liijT- :jll7 ^ fli* €si- - \V*l\ 

if ‘■5^1 oJ <!/ «■«“-?* is. dck- 

Hi ir 51 6* <J} if 

l JjbLi V® ! (JU 

• ^ s' * s * 0 “* «^8 * S 

. <UjjL 71 tjUioj ^$-1 Jr? ‘ 6 jj 


uiU 71 5l_yjl *L»!j£ tA c 't>-t< <_>l : 

yy ol^o;^ t^jUrd! t -dtij &*v dtd^ y» VAT : 7. t W^rjj 

^.... t CVlii^a bfjllL ^Ixrd 1 olj^l ^1 UoAp“ 

Comments: 

a. There is no need for asking anyone's permission to perform an obligation. 

b. Voluntary fast by a woman in the presence of her husband may jeopardise 
his right, particularly when a woman observes voluntary fasts frequently. 
Therefore a woman should seek her husband's permission for observing a 
voluntary fast. 


1762. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: "The Messenger of 
Allah it forbade women from 
fasting without the permission of 
their husbands." ( Da'if) 


% iPi ll J Jb- 

f\ £jA 
if ‘p 4 u> 


wnt 


y\ hiJA iy. 


J -j- 7 )tck 


The Chapters On Fasting 


534 


ib- la wljjj 


l yo^aj jf fliJl 4l! d_jij :Jts 

i»k 

^ -* -v •' 

olj-Jl (.^LwaJl Ojb caJ JjhLi JjU! d*»d=»J!j [a- >L*-^> i 

K* 6 

(1) L>- I 4pxpx^> J 4 1/ _jha 4j \ ^y> n j-pj V t 0 1 I ^ 4 J J jS| j-*J ^ JVSJ 

. 4~~Jjld WA : ^ t j-^4pSf I & ^JBjJlj 4 4 i f AA I 4 (ol*p-l[0 


Chapter 54. One Who Stays 
Among A People Should Not 
Fast Without Their 
Permission 

1763. It was narrated from \£jf- : <^jSli ^J 4 # ilG &jJ - - wir 
'Aishah that the Prophet |g said: <4 „ S £ „ _ 

"If a man stays among a people, ^ : -"■>- s*' <* ' J °J b <* wAP 

he should not fast without their t ,J ^ dj'J- ^ ^ 4 ^udl / 

permission." (Da' if) ' , ' 
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Chapter 55. Concerning One JIS :dt; - (oo 

Who Says That A Grateful 4 s ‘ * , « t „ .f .. 

Eater Is Like A Patient jH S fM* ^ Ul 

Fasting Person (oo ib^Jl) 
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1764. It was narrated from Abu J, alii ^ lilai - Wit 

Hurairah that the Prophet j§j said: ' r s _ 

"A grateful eater is equal to a 0^ ‘y" Oi -U^-° tj-b- 

patient fasting person." (Hasaw) ^ ^ ■£* if. ^ £* If'-) 
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1765. It was narrated from Sinan 
bin Sannah AI-Aslami, the 
Companion of the Prophet Mr 
that the Messenger of Allah #|; 
said: "A grateful eater will have a 
reward like that of a patient 
fasting person. " (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


a. Fasting is virtuous because it comprises patience. Avoiding Allah's 
prohibitions is also patience, and being steadfast on the path to good deeds 
is also a form of patience. 

b. Gratefulness and fasting have their own distinct spiritual and heartfelt benefits. 
Therefore, a believer should take heed of performing both types of deeds. 

Chapter 56. Concerning 2& i - (ot ,^J\) 

Lailatul-Qadr (The Night of ''**** „ - 

Decree) <°i ^OjdaJI 


1766. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "We 
observed I'tikaf with the 
Messenger of Allah iH during the 
middle ten days of Ramadan. He 
said: 'I have been shown Lailatul- 
Qadr, then I was caused to forget 
it, so seek it in the last ten nights, 
on the odd-numbered nights/" 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Although the scholars state some signs of the Night of Decree, the reward 
does not depend on whether a worshiper realizes that night or not. 
Therefore one should not be worried if he could not realize such and such 
sign. 


Chapter 57. The Virtue Of 
The Last Ten Days Of The 
Month Of Ramadan 
1767. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Prophet |)g 
used to strive hard (in worship) in 
the last ten nights of Ramadan as 
he never did at any other time." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Good deeds should be performed even more during the virtuous days. 

b. All the last ten days of Ramadan are virtuous. 


1768. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "When the last ten 
days of Ramadan began, the 
Prophet i§ used to stay up at 
night, tighten his waist wrap, and 
wake up his family (to pray)." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. 'Tightening his waist wrap' or 'striving hard' means extraordinary toil and 
struggle for worship and virtue. 

b. It is better to spend all of the last ten nights of Ramadan in worship, 
otherwise at least the odd-numbered nights should be concentrated upon. 
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Chapter 58. What Was 
Narrated Concerning I'tikaf 

1769. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Prophet jg 
used to observe I'tikaf for ten days 
every year. In the year in which 
he passed away, he observed 
I'tikaf for twenty days. And the 
Qur'an would be reviewed with 
him once every year, but in the 
year in which he passed away, it 
was reviewed with him twice." 
( Sahih ) 
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Comments: " ’ ....... c. 

a. 'The Qur'an would be reviewed with him' means it was read to Mm. 
Gabriel would read the so far revealed amount of the Noble Qur'an 
with the Messenger of Allah sg. ( Sahih Bukhari: 1902). 

b. The reason for making I'tikaf tor twenty days in the last year of his life was that the 
Messenger of Allah jf| strove hard for worship during the last part of his life. 

1770. It was narrated from 
Ubayy bin Ka'b that the Prophet 
i§ used to spend the last ten days 
of Ramadan in I'tikaf. One year he 
was traveling, so the following 
year he spent twenty days in 
I'tikaf. (Sahih) 
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1771. It was narrated that 'Aishah GlA>- ^ USid - YVVY 
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said: "When the Prophet #j wanted 
to start I'tikaf, he would pray the 
Subh, then he would enter the 
place where he wanted to observe 
I'tikaf. He wanted to spend the last 
ten days of Ramadan in I'tikaf, so 
he ordered that a tent be set up for 
him." Then 'Aishah ordered that a 
tent be set up for her, and Hafsah 
ordered that a tent be set up for 
her. When Zainab saw their two 
tents, she also ordered that a tent 
be set up for her. When the 
Messenger of Allah H§ saw that, 
he said: "Is it righteousness that 
you seek?" Then he did not 
observe I'tikaf during Ramadan, 
and he observed I'tikaf during ten 
days of Shawwal. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Hanging a curtain in the mosque for privacy in the area of I'tikaf is Sunnah. 

b. I'tikaf is observed in a mosque. 

c. Tire women are allowed to observe I'tikaf 

d. One is allowed to leave I'tikaf if a problem occurs after having determined 
the intention for it. 


Chapter 60. Observing I'tikaf 
For One Day Or One Night 

1772. It was narrated from 'Umar 
that he had vowed during the 
Ignorance days to spend one 
night in I'tikaf. He asked the 
Prophet jlf about it, so he 
commanded him to spend it in 
I'tikdf. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. Ftikaf for only a day or night is allowed too. 

b. If a person intends to do something good before embracing Islam, one 
should do that good deed after embracing Islam. However if non-Islamic 
work is intended (before embracing Islam) it should not be fulfilled (after 
embracing Islam). 


Chapter 61. The Person 
Observing I'tikaf Staying In 
One Particular Place In The 
Mosque 

1773. It was narrated from 
'Abdullah bin 'Umar that the 
Messenger of Allah j§| used to 
spend the last ten days of 
Ramadan in I'tikaf. (Sahih) 

Nafi' said: " Abdullah bin 'Umar 
showed me the place where the 
Messenger of Allah sg§ used to 
observe Ftikaf.'' 
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Comments: 


Of course I'tikaf means to stay in the mosque, it is also known from the 
Sunnah, that a place should be designated in the mosque for spending tire 
period of Ftikaf 


1774. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Umar that when the Prophet j§ 
observed I'tikaf his bedding 
would be spread for him, or his 
bed would be placed there for 
him, behind the Pillar of 
Repentance. (Hasan) 
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Comments: 


'The Pillar of Repentance' is a particular pillar in tire Prophet's Mosque. 
Abu Lubabah a Companion of the Prophet jg, made a mistake and 
when he realised the mistake, he tied himself to that pillar on a condition 
that he would remain tied until Allah forgave him. Three days later, the 
Messenger of Allah jg received, through revelation, good news of Abu 
Lubabah' s repentance being accepted, and thereupon Allah's Messenger sP 


himself came and untied him. 

Chapter 62. Ftikaf In A Tent 
In The Mosque 

1775. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that the 
Messenger of Allah ji; observed 
I'tikaf in a Turkish tent, over the 
door of which was a piece of reed 
matting. He pushed the mat 
aside, then he put his head out 
and spoke to the people. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. The place for I'tikaf can be prepared like a tent; particularly when I'tikaf is 
made in the courtyard of a mosque and shade is necessary for protection 
against the sun. 

b. Necessary conversation with the people may be made during I'tikaf, 


Chapter 63. The Person 
Observing Ftikaf May Visit 
The Sick And Attend Funerals 

1776. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "I used to enter the 
house to relieve myself, and there 
was a sick person there, and I 
only inquired after him as I was 
passing through." She said: "And 
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the Messenger of Allah jgg would 
not enter the house except to 
relieve himself, when they were 
observing Ytikaf." ( Sahih ) 
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a. The person making I'tikaf should not come out of the mosque except for a 
necessity. 

b. A person is allowed to leave in order to relieve himself. 

c. A person engaged in I'tikaf is allowed to go home to use the toilet if the mosque 
has no toilet arrangement; likewise is the need of taking an obligatory bath. 

d. Similarly if Friday prayer is not performed in the mosque where a person is 
observing Ytikaf, then he should go to the main mosque. 


1777. It was narrated that Anas 
bin Malik said: "The Messenger of 
Allah m said: 'The person 

observing I'tikaf may attend 
funerals and visit the sick/ " 
(Maudu') 
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Chapter 64. What Was Narrated 
Concerning The person 
observing I'tikaf Washing His 
Head And Combing His Hair 

1778. It was narrated that 
'Aishah said: "The Messenger of 
Allah ft: used to bring his head 
towards me when he was next 
door (observing I'tikaf), and I 
would wash it and comb his hair, 
when I was in my apartment and 
I was menstruating, and he was 
in the mosque." ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

a. Taking a shower and washing ones head during I'tikaf is permissible. 

b. I'tikaf is not affected if a part of the body, for example the head, is taken out 
of the mosque during I'tikaf. 

c. A menstruating woman is not allowed to enter the mosque, but she may 
pick up something from the mosque by extending her hand. 


Chapter 65. The person 
Observing I'tikaf May Be 
Visited By His Family In The 
Mosque 

1779. It was narrated from 
Safiyyah bint Huyai, the wife of 
the Prophet gg, that she came to 
visit the Messenger of Allah 0 
when he was in I'tikaf during the 
last ten days of the month of 
Ramadan. She spoke with him for 
a while during the evening, then 
she stood up to go back. The 
Messenger of Allah #| got up to 
take heT home. When she reached 
the door of the mosque that was 
by the home of Umm Salamah, 
the wife of the Prophet 0, two 
men from among the Ansar 
passed by them. They greeted the 
Messenger of Allah 0 with peace, 
then went away. The Messenger 
of Allah said: "Take it easy, 
she is Safiyyah bint Huyai." They 
said: "Glorious is Allah, O 
Messenger of Allah!" And they 
were very upset by that (i.e., that 
he thought they may have some 
doubts). The Messenger of Allah 
0 said: "The Satan flows through 
the son of Adam like blood, and I 
was afraid that he might cast 
some doubt into your hearts." 
(Sakih) 
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Comments: 

a. People are allowed to meet a person engaged in I'tikaf and discuss 
necessary matters. 

b. A wife of a person observing I'tikaf can also visit her husband in the 
mosque. 

c. A person engaged in I'tikaf is allowed to leave the I'tikaf area to go to the 
door of mosque for a necessity. 

d. This explanation by Allah's Messenger Jig was a source of mercy for these 
people, because thus the door of Satan's whispering was shut, otherwise 
any indecent conjecture about the Prophet g| might be a motive to deprive 
them from Faith. 


Chapter 66. The Woman Who 
Is Suffering From Non- 
Menstrual Bleeding May 
Observe I'tikaf 
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1780. 'Aishah said: "One of the 
wives of the Messenger of Allah 
#g observed I'tikaf with him, and 
she used to see red and yellow 
discharge, and sometimes she 
would put a basin beneath her." 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

a. A woman suffering from Istihadah (vaginal bleeding of a woman in between 
her ordinary periods) is allowed to perform any type of worship that a pure 
woman is allowed, so she may perform I'tikdf too. 

b. Whatever blood appears from the vagina, including red, is considered 
IstiMdah except the ordinary period and post-natal bleeding. The yellow 
blood has the same status. 

c. The purpose of sitting in wide big tub was to keep the mosque mats etc, 
clean and pure. 
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Chapter 67. The Reward For 
I'tikaf 

1781. It was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbas that the Messenger of 
Allah said concerning the 
person observing 1'tikdf. "He is 
refraining from sin and he will be 
given a reward like that one who 
does all kinds of good deeds." 
(Da'if) 
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Chapter 68. One Who Spends 
The Nights Of The Two 'Eid 
Performing Voluntary Night 
Prayers 

1782. It was narrated from Abu 
Umamah that the Prophet j|§ 
said: "Whoever spends the nights 
of the two 'Eid in praying 
voluntary night prayers, seeking 
reward from Allah, his heart will 
not die on the Day when hearts 
will die." ( Da'if) 
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